
Monday, March 16, 2020 

Immanuel Lutheran Church (Story City, IA) - an Update on COVID -19 (CoronaVirus) 

Dear Immanuel friends, family, and neighbors, 

The coronavirus pandemic is having dramatic effects on our public life. Each day it seems our government and ex-
perts are making new recommendations for helping slow its spread. As we navigate this unprecedented season in 
our country, we will continue to carry out our Mission as a church, proclaiming Christ and being a light to our com-
munity. We have continued our discussions as leadership, and we are making the following adaptations to our min-
istry for this season. 

In-person gatherings: 

Per the CDC recommendations for group meetings, we will be suspending all in person church services, youth and 
family activities, and gatherings at Immanuel through April 10, 2020. We are hopeful that we will be able to meet 
for Easter, but that decision will be made at a later date. 

Digital connections: 

We will be increasing our ministry in the areas of phone communication and social media, and we will continue to 
engage as a church family in any way that is helpful and possible in place of physical gatherings.   

Worship options online: 

We will continue to record music and sermons for our podcast and our radio broadcast, and we will produce more 
live and recorded content for our website, Youtube, and Facebook page. You can find our messages at  immanuel-
storycity.org/worship/listen-to-messages, on our iTunes podcast, and on our radio broadcast (8:00 a.m. Sundays on 
KASI, 1430 AM).  

Office hours: 

Until further notice, our office will be open 9:15 to noon Monday through Friday. We request that visits be limited to 
essential reasons. Please call ahead if you need to stop in. 

Visitation ministry: 

We will continue to minister to those in need as local facilities and hospitals allow, including an increase in phone 
communication and web-based interaction.  

We ask that our entire church body will show love, patience, and selflessness as we seek ways to creatively stay con-
nected, grow, and shine the Light of Christ to our region! 

Please contact us should you have needs, questions, or prayer requests: we are here for you!  

Psalm 91:1-2 (NLT): 

1 Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 2 This I declare 
about the LORD : He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust him. 

A prayer:   

Lord, you are our good Father, our Savior, and our Comforter. To you we turn for all that we need. Protect us and re-
lease us from fear, the feelings of helplessness, and despair. Fill us with your Holy Spirit and grant us peace, hope, 
belief, and the will to continue faithfully to the mission you call each of us to in Christ. In Jesus’ name, AMEN! 

In Christ, 

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership 
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