
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 
 
 

 
 

February 14, 2018 
 

Prelude 
 

Hymn                “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”         No. 324 
 

Call to Worship 
Leader:  Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him 
while He is near. 
Congregation:  Let the wicked forsake their ways and the 
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord and He will 
have mercy upon them, and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon. 

    

Opening Prayer                        John Nordeen 
 

Scripture Readings                                                  
 

Genesis 22:1-13 (Revised Standard Version) 
 

     After these things God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2 He said, “Take your son, 
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Mori′ah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; and he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and arose 
and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day 
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the ass; I and the 
lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.” 6 And 
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it on Isaac 
his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 
both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire 
and the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham said, “God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
 



     9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, 
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound 
Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 Then 
Abraham put forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 
11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12 He said, “Do not 
lay your hand on the lad or do anything to him; for now I know that 
you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns; and 
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son.  
 

II Corinthians 4:16-18 (Revised Standard Version) 
 

     So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting 
away, our inner nature is being renewed every day. 17 For this slight 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison, 18 because we look not to the things that 
are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
 

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was  
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell; on the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection  
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Announcements 
 

Offering 
 

Message   “God’s Will and God’s Promise: Abraham and Isaac”      
                                                                                      Pastor Hunt 
 

Anthem                     “Hear Us, O Father”                Senior Choir 
 

Prayer of Confession (in unison) 
Great and forgiving Lord, you know our deepest thoughts.  
We have sinned against you; we have tried to hide ourselves 
from you. We have followed too much the path that was easy  
and have done whatever we desired. We have failed to praise 
You with our words and deeds, and have ignored the needs  
of others. Even though we have known Your will for our lives,  
we have failed to follow it. Grant us Your mercy, as we express 
our regret for what we have done. Grant us courage and  
strength to put away all harmful things. Lead us to live each  
day so that others may come to honor your name. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon  
Pastor: Rejoice that in the eyes of God we are forgiven  
through Jesus Christ. Leave your past, close the door and  
turn with hope to the future. Let Christ rule in your life.  
We are indeed a forgiven people. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Hymn & Distribution               “Just As I Am”              No. 488 
 

Post-Communion Blessing & Benediction 
 

Hymn                           “I’d Rather Have Jesus”           No. 506 
 

Postlude   

 

 

 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 
 

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amenson 
 

Communion Assistants: John Nordeen, Al Hermanson,  
Caden Sporleder, Sam Skaar 
 

Communion Preparation: Nancy McMenamin 

 
Next Wednesday, February 21, 7 P.M. 

 

God’s Will and My Inadequacy: Moses 
 



Welcome to worship on this somber first day of Lent. We humbly 
remember our broken human condition while trusting confidently in 
Christ’s salvation already won for us. 

 

The Lenten Season has begun! On Wednesday nights, we will be 
focusing on a series of Lenten services based on Jesus’ prayer Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. People from the Bible will 
help us reflect on how God’s will is done in our lives and world. On 
Sunday mornings, our focus will be on themes and prayers of 
Biblical hope using Seek God for the City 2018, which provides 
reading and prayers for every day of Lent. 

 

Holy Communion. We invite you to fill out the information card for 
Communion and place it in the offering. Tonight, we will celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper in two locations. As you come forward, if you 
would like communion where we normally receive it, please be 
seated in the front pews until the pastors have given communion to 
those who come to the altar railing. Those going to the altar for 
communion are asked to please extend your hand if you need help 
from an usher going up or down the steps. The pastors can also 
bring communion to you in the pew. Tell an usher if you desire this. 
We offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. Please point to the 
center of the tray if you desire these. Note: Parents with little ones 
may bring them to the front for a blessing. 

 

Beginning next week (February 21), there will be a light supper 
served in the Social Hall from 6:00 – 6:45 P.M. each Wednesday 
before the Lenten service. Trinity and Confirmation class will also 
resume next Wednesday night, meeting from 7:45 to 8:30 P.M. 
during the Lenten season. 

 

The Senior Choir will meet this evening from 7:45 – 8:30 P.M. 
 

We encourage everyone to use the “Seek God for the City” 2018 
prayer booklets each day from Ash Wednesday to Palm Sunday. 
Booklets are available on the table in the narthex for $3. A free 
children's version is also provided. A companion app is available 
for 99 cents in your appstore.  

 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided! 

 

Everyone is invited to come tie quilts this Sunday, February 18 

from 1-3 P.M. in the Social Hall as a part of Immanuel’s quilting 

ministry. Beginners welcome—no sewing skills required! Please 
call or email the church office to let us know how many to expect. 

 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 

 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via  
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


