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Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday—9 A.M.-12 P.M., 1-3 P.M. 

Fri—9 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Story City, Iowa 

Ministers – All Members 

Pastor Kurt Jensen 
 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter                                        April 29, 2018 
 

We Prepare to Worship God 
Prelude   

Opening Hymn   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”    LBW No. 551 

Opening Prayer 

Time for Greeting 

Announcements & Compassion Sunday Presentation              
 

We Witness God’s Saving Grace through Holy Baptism 

Baptism Anthem             “Come, Be Baptized”          Senior Choir 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism                             (see bulletin insert) 
 

We Hear God's Word  

Lesson: Psalm 138    

   I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart; 
    before the “gods” I will sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple 
    and will praise your name 
    for your unfailing love and your faithfulness, 
for you have so exalted your solemn decree 
    that it surpasses your fame. 
3 When I called, you answered me; 
    you greatly emboldened me. 
4 May all the kings of the earth praise you, LORD, 
    when they hear what you have decreed. 
5 May they sing of the ways of the LORD, 
    for the glory of the LORD is great. 
6 Though the LORD is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly; 
    though lofty, he sees them from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
    you preserve my life. 
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 
    with your right hand you save me. 
8 The LORD will vindicate me; 
    your love, LORD, endures forever— 
    do not abandon the works of your hands. 



Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson     Candlelighter: Tyler Isebrands                       

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Greeter: Marge Michaelson   Reader: Sandy Jacobson 

Ushers: Gary & Judy Hested, Nancy McMenamin, Lana Voga, 

Gloria Oberender                    Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender  
 

First Gospel Reading: 1 John 3:1-3 
 

   See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The 
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 

Second Gospel Reading: John 15:9-12 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your 
joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you.” 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering     

Offertory   “We Give Thee But Thine Own”   LBW No. 410 (v.1-2) 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Song, Word and Deed                 
Senior Choir Anthem        “Love Grows Here”        

Sermon            “Love Does: Audacious Love”        Perry Fruhling 

   Hymn     “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”     LBW No. 423      
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 

Prayers of Praise and Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Benediction 

   Closing Hymn  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   LBW No. 315 

Postlude 

Prayer Team Available in Chapel 
 
 

Welcome to visitors! “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in 
it” (Psalm 24:1, NIV). We thank you, God, for the abundant gifts of 
your Creation! 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 375 
 

8:30 A.M. Adult Education: Learning from the Hymns in the 
chapel. Gospel of John Bible study is held in the Social Hall. 
Bring your Bibles! 

Please join our prayer team each Sunday before and after 
worship (8:00/10:30 A.M.) to pray for worship and other prayer 
requests. We meet in the classroom #5 next to the chapel.    
 

Baptized this morning is Owen Alan Hanson, son of Colton 
Hanson and Macy Wing. Owen’s sponsors are Alexa Whipple, 
Jared Hanson, and Elle Ulvestad. Please keep this new child of 
God in your prayers.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today is Compassion Sunday. This is a national event that helps 
us grow in our understanding of God’s very special love for the 
poor. It’s also an opportunity for each of us to interrupt the cycle of 
poverty and make a difference in the life of at least one child. 
Compassion is a trustworthy organization that has been around for 
more than 60 years. It’s a Christian ministry with very high financial 
integrity and accountability. They only work through local churches 
in poor communities. The $38.00/month to sponsor a specific child 
helps a local church minister to the poorest of the poor in their 
community. Compassion meets physical needs like hunger, clean 
water, education, and health care. Most importantly they introduce 
children to Jesus. Jesus said in Matthew 25:40 “Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did for me.”  
 

Today we welcome Perry Fruhling, the LCMC Coordinator for 
Pastoral Ministry. He will be sharing the message, and will also 
meet with our team and host a Call Committee Workshop today. 
 

Our “Love Does” Small Group and Sermon Series continues 
this week. Based on Bob Goff’s book Love Does: Discover a 
Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary World. If you’re not 
already part of a small group, we invite you to join one or start one 
for this series! To order a book, contact the church office. 



You’re invited to a piano recital given by students of Milianna 
Carlson on Saturday, May 5 at 3 P.M. in the sanctuary. Students 
have selected some new songs and their favorite pieces they’ve 
played this year. Please stay for a reception following the recital. 
 

Next Sunday, Keaton and Miranda Mathis will be sharing about 
their new call to serve full-time with For the Nations in Dallas, 
Texas. Please pray for them as they prepare for this new calling 
together. To learn more, visit www.ftnro.org/mathis/.  
 

You’re invited to bring a dish to share for our Potluck on 
Sunday, May 6! We’ll meet in the Social Hall after worship. Drinks 
and tableware provided. This is our final Potluck until the fall. You 
won’t want to miss out on the food and fellowship! 
 

You’re invited to a piano recital given by students of Emily 
Anderson on Sunday, May 6 at 4 P.M. in the sanctuary.  
 

New Visitation Ministry: With Pastor Hunt stepping back into 
retirement, we have an opportunity for people to step forward to 
help visit our homebound members and nursing home residents. If 
you're interested in occasionally visiting some of our people or 
even bringing Communion to them, please talk with Pastor Kurt or 
Carol Baedke (515-231-2255). Brief training will be provided.  
 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided!  
 

Don’t forget to check out the periodicals, newsletters, “Our Daily 
Bread” devotionals, and copies of the church directory—if we run 
out, we’ll order more! Access the directory on our website (contact 
the church office for the access code). 
 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 
 

If it has been weighing on your heart to share your faith story, 
favorite scripture, a story or poem or other wisdom with the 
congregation, we encourage you to contact the church office or 
Shirley Frette (515-956-4324). We’d love to add you to Immanuel’s 
“Who’s Got the Bag?” schedule or help you find another way to 
share your story! 

Loaves and Fishes and Story City Market have begun a 
matching program. When a case of advertised Best Choice brand 
product is purchase for Loaves and Fishes, Story City Market will 
match this donation with another case. Sales must be completed 
through store management. All case donations will be delivered to 
the pantry. With questions call Judy Miller at 515.520.1593 or Sue 
Bohner at 515.290.5905 
 

The Story City Community Center is looking for another 
volunteer to join Sue Frette as an Immanuel host for Wednesday 
Fellowship Luncheons in June. Volunteers need to be at the center 
by 10:30 A.M. each Wednesday in June to assist the coordinator. 
Volunteers will help fill water and coffee pitchers, assist with 
serving the buffet-style meal, and assist with clean up. To 
volunteer alongside Sue, please contact the church office. 
 

Save the date—Saturday, June 2 is Immanuel’s Scandinavian 
Days luncheon and Bake Sale! More information coming soon! 
 

Vacation Bible School will be held at Immanuel June 11-14. 
Watch upcoming bulletins and email announcements to find out 
how you can get involved. Registration forms and other details are 
now available on our website. 
 

Need a ride to church? Don’t let lack of transportation stop you 
from joining us for worship at Immanuel! Call the church office by 
Friday morning if you need a ride to and/or from worship on 
Sunday—we’ll provide the ride!   
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Upcoming Immanuel Youth events! 
If you are interested in participating in any of these,  

please email or call the church office at 

immanuel@iowatelecom.net or 515-733-4972. 
 
 

 
Summer Stretch local mission adventures happen this  

July 9-12. Youth from several area congregations will come 

together to participate in local mission projects in the morning 

and have fun activities in the afternoon, including 

Adventureland on the last day! 10th graders and above can 

serve as youth leaders.Registrations and deposits are due 

May 1; checks are to be made out to St. Petri. Contact the 

church office if you need a registration form! 
 

High School youth group begins May 2nd on Wednesday nights 

from 7:00-8:30! We’ll meet in the youth room to share snacks 

and conversation. Each week we’ll watch and discuss a short 

film and then end with a fun outdoor game. 8th graders are 

invited to join us! Note: May 2 is also the final Trinity class 

until the fall! 
 

  
 

Want to help with our youth ministry?  

Talk with Pastor Kurt or one of our Youth Board members: 
 

Frank Baedke: 515-231-2255; fbaedke@rocketmail.com 

  

Kay Billings: 515-291-4944; kay.m.billings@gmail.com 

  

Chris Dahl: 515-865-5901; dahlch01@gmail.com 

  

Pastor Kurt: 515-733-4972; jensku01@gmail.com 

April 29-May 6, 2018 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

 

Sunday, April 29—Compassion Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
       1:00 P.M.   Call Committee Workshop (Chapel) 
 1:00 P.M.   Social Hall reserved 
     
Tuesday, May 1 

9:30 A.M.   Staff Meeting 
7:00 P.M.   Youth Board Meeting (Library) 

 
Wednesday, May 2 

6:45 P.M.   Last Trinity Class (no pizza supper) 
7:00 P.M.   High School Youth Group 
7:15 P.M.   Senior Choir 

 

Thursday, May 3 
       1:30 P.M.   Folding Bulletins 
  
Saturday, May 5 
       8:00 A.M.   Men of Immanuel  
       3:00 P.M.   Piano Recital (Milianna Carlson’s students) 
 
Sunday, May 6—Communion Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Potluck with Keaton & Miranda Mathis  
 (Social Hall) 
       4:00 P.M.   Piano Recital (Emily Anderson’s students)    

tel:%28515%29%20733-4972
tel:%28515%29%20865-5901
tel:%28515%29%20733-4972

