
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Mission 

Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 
And Making Him Known to All 

 
 

April 22, 2018 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Story City, Iowa 

Ministers – All Members 

Pastor Kurt Jensen 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter                                        April 22, 2018 
 

We Prepare to Worship God 
Prelude   

Opening Hymn      “Glorious Is Thy Name Most Holy”      No. 677 

Opening Prayer 

Time for Greeting 

Announcements              
 

We Hear God's Word  

Lesson: Philippians 1:3-11    

   I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for 
all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that 
he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus. 
 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you 
in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and 
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. 
 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to 
discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
 

Gospel: John 21:15-19 
 

   When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” 
 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 
 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
 

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 



Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson     Candlelighter: Jana Isebrands                       

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Greeters: Edgar & Jaynee Christian  

Readers: Zach Twedt, Steven Berends         

Ushers: Gary & Judy Hested, Nancy McMenamin, Lana Voga, 

Gloria Oberender                    Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender  

 
 

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” 
 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you 
love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love 
you.” 
 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were 
younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but 
when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone 
else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 
19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter 
would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Affirmation of Baptism                                                 (see insert) 

Our Confirmands Share Holy Communion 

Offering     

Offertory                “We Give Thee But Thine Own”          No. 816 
 

We Hear Our Confirmands Express their Faith                
Confirmation Faith Stories – Group 1 

Hymn                              “Here I Am, Lord”                       No. 589 

Confirmation Faith Stories – Group 2 

Senior Choir Anthem “United in Christ” with trumpet  Price/Besig 

Sermon                 “Love Does: Free to Fail”               Pastor Kurt     

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 

Prayers of Praise and Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Benediction 

   Closing Hymn             “On Our Way Rejoicing”       LBW No. 260 

Postlude 

Prayer Team Available in Chapel 
 
 

Welcome to visitors! Welcome, friends, as we worship in the 
name of God the Father, Jesus our Good Shepherd and the Holy 
Spirit, our guide through life. Amen. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 120 
 

8:30 A.M. Adult Education: Learning from the Hymns in the 
chapel. Gospel of John Bible study is held in the Social Hall. 
Bring your Bibles! 

Please join our prayer team each Sunday before and after 
worship (8:00/10:30 A.M.) to pray for worship and other prayer 
requests. We meet in the classroom #5 next to the chapel.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Day. This morning ten young people will confess 
their faith in Christ as they share from the pulpit and at the altar 
railing. Pray for them as they continue their Christian walk in life.  
We gratefully acknowledge the nurturing of all parents, baptismal 
sponsors, families, and teachers whose loving guidance has been 
so important in making their day possible.  
 

Our “Love Does” Small Group and Sermon Series began last 
week! Based on Bob Goff’s book Love Does: Discover a 
Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary World. Bob Goff believes 
that every day of life can be lived with enthusiasm and a sense of 
humor. In this small group series, you'll learn that love is a verb, 
not just a feeling. We’re encouraging our small groups to read the 
book and watch the videos each week to go deeper into the series 
together. If you’re not already part of a small group, we invite you 
to join one or start one for this series!  
 

Coffee with Pastor Kurt: I'll have coffee on in the Social Hall on 
Tuesdays at 1 P.M.; I hope you'll stop in for a chat about what's on 
your heart and mind. If that time doesn't work for you or you'd like 
me to drop by for a visit sometime, please let me know!  
 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided!  
 

Pick up the church directory! Cross your name off the list so we 
know how many people have taken a copy. If we run out, we’ll 
order more! You can also access the directory online—contact the 
church office for the access code!  



Bethany Life Delegates are reminded of Bethany Life’s Annual 
Meeting on Thursday, April 26th at 6 P.M. with appetizers served at 
5:30 P.M. 
 

Next week, Immanuel will be 
participating in Compassion Sunday. 
This is a national event that helps us 
grow in our understanding of God’s very 
special love for the poor. It’s also an 
opportunity for each of us to interrupt 
the cycle of poverty and make a 
difference in the life of at least one child. 

Compassion is a trustworthy organization that has been around for 
more than 60 years. It’s a Christian ministry with very high financial 
integrity and accountability. They only work through local churches 
in poor communities. The $38.00/month to sponsor a specific child 
helps a local church minister to the poorest of the poor in their 
community. Compassion meets physical needs like hunger, clean 
water, education, and health care. Most importantly they introduce 
children to Jesus. On April 29th you will hear a brief Compassion 
presentation with an invitation for you to choose a child that day. 
Please pray about this opportunity ahead of time and consider 
making a life changing decision for you and for a child in need. 
Jesus said in Matthew 25:40 “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.” Please call Al & Sarah Gelner (515-291-4386) if you have 
questions or would like to help that day in any way! Thanks, and 
God Bless! 
 

Don’t forget to check out the periodicals, newsletters, and  
“Our Daily Bread” devotionals in the narthex! 
 

The Story City Community Center is looking for 2 volunteers 
from Immanuel to be hosts for Wednesday Fellowship Luncheons 
in June. These volunteers would need to be at the center by 10:30 
A.M. each Wednesday in June to assist the coordinator. 
Volunteers will help fill water and coffee pitchers, assist with 
serving the buffet-style meal, and assist with clean up. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact the church office. 
 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 

If it has been weighing on your heart to share your faith story, 
favorite scripture, a story or poem or other wisdom with the 
congregation, we encourage you to contact the church office or 
Shirley Frette (515-956-4324). We’d love to add you to Immanuel’s 
“Who’s Got the Bag?” schedule or help you find another way to 
share your story! 
 

Need a ride to church? Don’t let lack of transportation stop you 
from joining us for worship at Immanuel! Call the church office by 
Friday morning if you need a ride to and/or from worship on 
Sunday—we’ll provide the ride!   
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via E-
mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays.   
 
 
 

Upcoming Immanuel Youth events! 
If you are interested in participating in any of these,  

please email or call the church office at 

immanuel@iowatelecom.net or 515-733-4972. 
 
 

April 22: Confirmation Sunday 9:30 a.m. worship 
April 25: Meals from the Heartland food packaging in Des 
Moines for Trinity and Confirmation students  
4:30 pizza supper; leave at 5:00; return by 9:00 or so  
May 2: 6:45-7:45 last Trinity class (no pizza supper) 
7:00-8:30 first night of HS youth group; 8th graders invited! 

 
Questions? Want to volunteer to help with any of these events or 

other youth opportunities? Contact us: 
 

Frank Baedke: fbaedke@rocketmail.com; 515-231-2255 

Kay Billings: kay.m.billings@gmail.com; 515-291-4944 

Chris Dahl: dahlch01@gmail.com; 515-865-5901 

Pastor Kurt: jensku01@gmail.com; 515-733-4972 

 

tel:%28515%29%20733-4972
tel:%28515%29%20865-5901
tel:%28515%29%20733-4972


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 22-April 29, 2018 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

 

Sunday, April 22—Confirmation Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
     11:00 A.M.   Social Hall reserved    
 

Monday, April 23 
7:00 P.M.   Worship Planning Meeting (Cornerstone) 

 

Tuesday, April 24 
9:30 A.M.   Staff Meeting 
1:00 P.M.   Coffee with Pastor Kurt (Social Hall) 
7:00 P.M.   Endowment Meeting (Library) 

 

Wednesday, April 25 
4:30 P.M.   Pizza Supper for Trinity/Confirmation Students 
5:00 P.M.   Trinity & Confirmation Classes in Des Moines 

       7:15 P.M.   Senior Choir 
 

Thursday, April 26 
     10:00 A.M.   Newsletter Folding 

5:30 P.M.   Bethany Life Annual Meeting  
 

Friday, April 27 
     10:00 A.M.   Folding Bulletins 
       2-10 P.M.   Social Hall Reserved 
  
Saturday, April 28 
       8:00 A.M.   Men of Immanuel  
7 A.M.-2 P.M.   Social Hall Reserved 
 

Sunday, April 29—Compassion Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
       1:00 P.M.   Social Hall & Chapel reserved    



Confirmation Sunday 
Sunday, April 22, 2018 

 

Steven Schultz Berends 
Ava Irene Charlson 
Jessica Joyce Haskin 

Logan Matthew Lykins 
Madison Taylor Martindale 
Adam Hennings McIlrath 

Samuel Wallace Richard Skaar 
Caden David Sporleder 
Zachary Allen Twedt 

Reagan Michelle Vogelaar 
 

 

 

 

 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

604 Lafayette Avenue 
Story City, Iowa 50248 

Confirmation Verses 
 

Each of the Confirmands today have chosen a favorite Bible passage  
and will share some personal thoughts on what Jesus means to them.  

 

Group 1 
 

Steven Berends                                                           Joshua 1:9 
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,  

for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
 

Ava Charlson                                                     2 Corinthians 5:7 
We walk by faith, not by sight. 

 

Jessica Haskin                                                             Psalm 46:1 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

 

Logan Lykins                                                             Psalm 92:15 
The LORD is upright; he is my Rock, 
and there is no wickedness in him. 

 

Madison Martindale                                                Proverbs 16:9 
In their hearts humans plan their course,  

but the LORD establishes their steps. 
 

Group 2 
 

Adam McIlrath                                                              Psalm 37:5 
Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will act. 

 

Sam Skaar                                                           Matthew 7:24-25 
Jesus said, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 

rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew  
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had 

its foundation on the rock.” 
 

Caden Sporleder                                                      Psalm 108:13 
With God we will gain the victory,  

and he will trample down our enemies. 
 

Zach Twedt                                                               Psalm 37:4, 6 
Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your 

heart. He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your 
vindication like the noonday sun. 

 

Reagan Vogelaar                                                    Psalm 139:14 
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  

your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM SERVICE 
 

THE INVITATION TO COME TO THE ALTAR 
 

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Pastor: After completing all the confirmation requirements of this 

congregation, we rejoice that you now desire to make public 
profession of your faith and assume greater responsibility in the 
life of our Christian community and its mission in the world. 
 

In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made 
you members of his Church. In the community of God’s people, 
you have learned from his Word God’s loving purpose for you 
and all creation. You have been nourished at his holy table and 
called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 
reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which 
we baptize. 
 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his 
empty promises? 

 

Response: I do. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

R: I believe in God the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

R: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary; 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell; 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

R: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE SIX PROMISES 
P: Dear Confirmands, You have made public profession of your 

faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with 
you in Holy Baptism: 

  to worship among God’s people, 
  to hear his Word and share in his supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

(Parents invited forward for the Sixth Promise and blessing) 
 

P: Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in ____________ the 
gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm their faith, guide their life, 
empower them in serving, give them patience in suffering, and 
bring them to everlasting life. 

 

P: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you 
have made these men and women your own. You forgave them 
all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to 
strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them 
your gifts of grace and wisdom. Help them sense their important 
place in the community of faith. Through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE CONFIRMANDS 
 
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY COMMISSIONING 
 

THE BENEDICTION 


