
             Where’s the Passion?

                                  Romans is loaded full of good 
                                  stuff. One reason that we wanted 
                                   to preach through Romans this 
                                    school year is that this letter 
                             perhaps influences our core Christian  
              doctrines (and our Lutheran emphases) more 
than any other book outside of the Gospels. Studying 
Romans helps remind us of God’s Truth and God’s 
plans and promises for His covenant people of old 
and for all of us.

Paul’s passion is clearly laid out through his letter to 
the church in Rome. Paul is passionate about many 
things regarding God’s overarching plan from Old 
Testament times and into our shared future. Paul is 
passionate about correctly understanding God’s Law 
and Grace, and he wants us to consider God’s 
abundant provision, mercy, and glory that we find 
through the Cross and Christ.

Paul is also deeply passionate about his Jewish family.  
As Paul spent a good portion of his life as a premier 
Pharisee, he knew God’s law inside and out. He knew 
Israel’s history. He knew God’s expectations and 
covenants. It was these things, partnered with a 
hardness of heart, that led him to persecute 
Christians as they threatened all that he knew to be 
true in the Jewish system of faith.

But, on that road to Damascus, Jesus met Paul and 
Paul met Jesus.  And Paul over the coming months 
kept that passion, but now had firm roots in Jesus 
Christ to grow and sustain his passionate heart.

We talk about The Passion a lot over Lent and Easter. 
God’s passion is clearly and boldly played out in the 
pages of the Gospels as God makes a way through 
Jesus Christ and the Cross for us to be restored to 
relationship with Him. God is certainly passionate.

Continued on page 2
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We’re updating the newsletter layout by revamping 
and adding articles to make our newsletters more 
informative and pleasing to read! You’ll find changes 
monthly as we adjust the design and content. Please 
be patient while we try new things, and let us know 
how we’re doing at office@immanuelstorycity.org. 
Thanks for reading The Immanuel Informer!

Immanuel’s In Person 
Worship Precautions 

at this time:

                     Face masks or coverings are 
                   required for our 8:30 A.M. 
worship service, as well as when you enter 
and exit the sanctuary during any of our 
services. Disposable and reusable masks 
are available as you enter the building.

                     Hand sanitizer is available in 
                   multiple areas of the church. 
                   We use a variety of cleaning 
                   supplies to disinfect pews, 
handles and railing in between services.

                      We are still observing “social 
                      distancing” in the narthex 
and in the sanctuary by rotating pews that 
are used for services. We ask that family 
groups space themselves apart from 
others. Though we don’t recommend 
hugging or hand-shaking at this time, we 
do encourage elbow bumps and air hugs!  

Our Mission
Building Strong Relationships in Christ,  

And Making Him Known to All.

 

Sundays
8:30 & 10:45 A.M.

Wednesdays during Lent
6:30 P.M.

The Immanuel Church Council is 
relaxing our COVID-19 worship 
protocol as we turn a new corner in 
this pandemic. Please take note 
that these guidelines and protocol 
may change as we continue to 
adapt. Thank you for your prayers, 
patience, and understanding as we 
make these decisions!

For In-Person Worship

See the plan on page 2!

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


Attendance
FEBRUARY 7

8:30-34   10:45-46
FEBRUARY 14

8:30-22   10:45-44
FEBRUARY 17

(Ash Wednesday)-57
FEBRUARY 21

8:30-36  10:45-40
FEBRUARY 24

(Wednesday Lent Service)-63

FEBRUARY 28
8:30-41  10:45-60

Average Sunday 
Attendance: 81

FEBRUARY 27: 
Terry Thompson

MARCH 4:
Terry Thompson

JANUARY 27: 
Merle Frette
JANUARY 30: 

Steve Johnson
FEBRUARY 1:

Patricia Larson

JANUARY 10:

Declan James Concannon, son 
of Brody & Cassie Concannon, 

born September 8, 2020. 
Sponsors: Sean & Michaela Schneider

Danni Jean Whipple, 
daughter of Trent & Tosha 

Whipple, born October 8, 2020.
Sponsors: Brian & Caryn Watson 

and AJ & Amber Christian

JANUARY 24: 
Grayson John Nordeen, 

son of Kyle & Ashley Nordeen, 
born December 3, 2020.

Sponsors: Mike & Jamie Nordeen and 
Doug & Briana Goodenbour

Dear Immanuel Family: Thank you for your 
   prayers, cards, flowers, and memorials in 
     memory of our husband, father and 
       grandfather, Steve Johnson. 

       Pastor Kurt, thank you for your talk and 
      prayers with Steve in the hospital, and 
    words of comfort to us since his death.  
  Immanuel’s love and support is lifting us.

Marci Johnson

Continued from page 1

But what about our passion for God? Where do our lives have 
passion like Jesus lived with? Or passion like Paul’s passion for Israel 
to know Jesus? Where is our passion for the lost to become found?  
For the Gospel to be proclaimed and for hearts to come into the 
reality of Jesus?

One could go on about how our culture misplaces our passion in a 
thousand ways – but I would much rather spend these words to point 
you towards Jesus. Jesus should be our number one passion.  The 
same Spirit that filled Jesus is active in His Church. The same 
Spirit-fueled passion of Paul is available to us today. We see glimpses 
of it, and we might even feel that kindling in our own hearts from 
time to time, but what if we let God fuel and grow that fire? What if 
we all asked God for the same passion that He gave Paul all those 
years ago? How might our church look different? How might western 
Christianity be transformed from the inside out? 

The bottom line is this: Jesus is passionate about you, and He wants 
you to be passionate about Him, His Kingdom, and His life-changing 
work on this planet. Wherever you find yourself today, I encourage 
you to take a step. If you feel like you’re lacking this passion, ask God 
for it!  If you do not understand this passion, pick up your Bible and 
read through John’s Gospel and Romans. And if you have the passion 
but do not know where to apply it, ask God, your church, and your 
brothers and sisters in Christ for help in figuring it out!

Let’s become a people that grow into Jesus’ Passion. Jesus won’t let us 
down.

Pastor Andrew

● Grab a nametag (narthex) if you’d like one.

● Tables & chairs have been returned to the narthex for chit chat! 
You’re invited to join us after worship for coffee in the Social Hall!

● Hymnals are back in the pews, but no bulletins or offering plates
  will be passed during worship.

● Pews remain blocked off to maintain social distance and are 
switched between services.

● The nursery is open (not staffed). Livestreaming services are not 
available in the nursery.

● Feeling unwell? Please stay home. Thank you!

For In-Person Worship

● Masks are not required at worship, 
but we ask you wear one when 
entering & exiting the sanctuary or 
interacting with others. Disposable & 
reusable masks are available in the 
narthex, along with hand sanitizer.



calendar

Events

Birthdays and anniversaries

Church hours for thanksgiving

Daylight savings

November holidays

All saints

Church secretaryslide

 

12/22: Al & Karen Hermanson
12/28: Chuck & Emily Anderson

                                                                       12/3: Diane Swenson; 12/5: Nadine Beck, Fran Christian, David Hanson;  
                                                                       12/6: Katie Brouwer, Hunter Hill, Paul Voga; 12/7: LaVerne Pierce, Laurie 
                                                                       Thompson; 12/8: Chuck Carlson, Tess Leeman; 12/9: May Loots; 12/10: Larry  
                                                                       Fuhrman; 12/11: Emma Martin; 12/12: Mike Billings, Judy Hill; 12/13: Diane 
                                                                       Christian, Tim Marienau, Leah Oppedal; 
12/14: Katrina Mader, Steve Skartvedt; 12/16: Duane hassebrock, 
Andrew johnson; 12/17: Janet Oppedal; 12/19: Donna Kallem, Jason
Thompson; 12/20: Jim Hovick, Rachel Isebrand, Sophia Smith;
12/21: Ashlee Mullenbach, Braden Richardson, Solvay Twedt, Susan 
Twedt; 12/23: Kane Hassebrock, Brooke Lynn Mader; 12/25: Carol 
Sherman; 12/27: Chuck Anderson, Nicole Engelhardt, John Nordeen; 
12/28: Jace Mensen; 12/29: Adelyn Valen; 12/31: Janet Hermanson

Birthday

Wedding Anniversary

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

Communion
EPIC and lenten 
worship
Spring forward
First day of spring
Spring break
Newsletter
Heart to heart on 
13th
Womens bible 
study
Easter Lilies?
Holy Week 
Schedule
Easter Morning 
Schedule
VBS
Riverside events

https://www.remove.bg/

Articles, pictures, & announcements 
are due to the church office on

the 20th of each month.

April fools day
Good Friday
Easter
Other 
holidays?
Spring work 
day on april 9

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 2 3
7:00 P.M.
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service

7:00 P.M.
Good Friday 
Service

8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

4 Communion 5 6 7 8 9 10

No Sunday 
School or Adult 
Education

9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

6:30 P.M. 
Deacons
7:00 P.M.
Trustees
8:15 P.M.
Church Council

8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel & 
Heart to Heart 
Women’s 
Fellowship

9 A.M. 
Church Clean 
Up Day

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

2 P.M.
Women’s 
Monthly Bible 
Study

6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

25 26 27 28 29 30

 9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

May 1, 11 A.M.: 
Confirmation 

Service for 8th 
Graders



4/1: Chris Isebrand, John Narigon
4/2: Bristol Whipple
4/3: Kathy Gabrielson, Linda Oppedal
4/4: Tosha Whipple
4/5: Madison Martindale, Don Munsen, Dion Whipple
4/6: Ali Charlson, Bradey Haberl, Amy Holmgren
4/7: Gracey Haberl
4/8: Tucker Whitaker
4/9: Laura Loots, Traci Marienau, Karen Soderstrum, Gary Trampel
4/10: Jerilyn Rasmusson, Michelle Tjelmeland
4/11: Pete Hermanson, Seth Kowalik, Jim Twedt
4/12: Linda Donahue, Jerry Handsaker, Adalyn Sporleder
4/14: Jonathan Contag, Thomas Johnson, Kari Martindale, Kent Meier 
4/15: Courtney Mensen, Mayumi Oakland
4/16: Carol Meldman, Kent Handeland
4/17: Janet Handsaker, Brenda Lykins, Bruce Mortvedt
4/19: Lois Oakland, Patty Rathmacher, Brad Wyatt
4/20: Bella Hanson
4/21: Gary Hested, Colby Martin, MaryAnn Moore, Carol Ann Morris, Eloise Thorson
4/22: Linda Doyle
4/23: Don Braathun, Joe Reinert
4/24: Melanie Wakefield
4/25: Roger Christian, Donavan Hanson
4/26: Bryce Holmgren
4/27: Erik Christian, Katie Hanson, Jon Mehl, Lori Olson
4/28: Tina Hanson, Steve McCoy, Kim Wyatt 

4/4: Mark & Priscilla Dolch
4/8: Matt & Kim Sporleder, Ryan & Tina Lykins
4/13: Joel & Mary Danielson
4/20: Dan & Jonie Wheeler
4/30: Jacob & Amber Rathmacher

Broadcast

Inclement weather policy

Covid protocol

Volunteers
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November
Pastoral Acts:

If we’re missing your anniversary or 

birthday, please let us know so that we 

can celebrate your day!



Sunday, April 4

https://www.chosenpeople.com/site/


Second chances solid 
and sketch

Easter Lilies
Jessica, Jake, Jakoby and Avett in memory of their dad and grandpa, Gary Blomberg

Jessica, Jake, Sady, Jon, Vikrant, Jakoby and Avett in memory of 
Grandma Donna Kammin & Grandpa DeWayne Kammin

Ryan, Stef, Ava, and Ali Charlson in honor of Shirley Frette and in memory of Rick Frette
Larry & Claudia Fuhrman in honor of Linda Thompson & Family
Larry & Claudia Fuhrman in memory of Vern & Marge Fuhrman, 

Russ & Marj Stensland, Den Fuhrman, and Ester Wicks
Jerry & Janet Handsaker in honor of their mother, Lois Ann Hovick
Pastor Tom & Sandy Hunt in memory of their son, Jonathan Hunt

The Jensen Family in memory of Kay Faust
Marcy Johnson in memory of Steve Johnson

Danny & Ronda Leerar in memory of Ronda’s parents, Dorance & Janet Baack
Jeff & Charlotte Loots in memory of their parents, Lloyd & Evelyn Thompson and Norm & Evelyn Loots

Jeff & Charlotte Loots in loving memory of their daughter, Jennifer Lynn Loots
Chris, Lisa, Adam, Heston, Myles, Laura and Judy McIlrath in memory of Merlyn McIlrath

Doug & Mary Mechaelsen in memory of their parents,
Howard & Nadine Mechaelsen and Sterling & Arleen Lund
Grayson Nordeen in honor of Grandma Corine Nordeen

Grayson Nordeen in memory of Great Grandma Donna Stock
John & Corine, Kyle & Ashley, Michael & Jamie Nordeen in honor of family & loved ones still with us

John & Corine, Kyle & Ashley, Michael & Jamie Nordeen in memory of 
Donna Stock, family & loved ones in heaven

Roger & Lois Oakland in memory of Cyrus & Gladys Thorson
Roger & Lois Oakland in memory of Henry & Phyllis Oakland

Mike Ose in memory of Kathy Ose
Mike Ose in memory of Wilma Ose

Steve & Miriam Skartvedt in memory of Carroll Ellwood
Steve & Miriam Skartvedt in memory of Murrel Skartvedt

Jason, Tyler and Elly Thompson and Chris, Lisa, Adam, Heston, Myles and Laura McIlrath 
in memory of Terry Thompson

Linda Thompson in memory of Terry Thompson
Loren & Solvay Twedt in memory of their son, Brad

Loren & Solvay Twedt in memory of Loren’s parents, Orville & Odell Twedt
Loren & Solvay Twedt in memory of Solvay’s parents, John & Anna Stole

Gary & Sue Uthe in memory of their loved ones in heaven
Berniece Voga and family in memory of Jim Voga

We acknowledge the following donors who have given lilies this year:



The Big Fisherman by Lloyd C. Douglas. Walk with 
Simon Peter as he leaves his fishing boat behind 
and follows Jesus to the cross.

Iscariot, A Novel of Judas by Tosca Lee. Often 
despised as the “bad guy” in this story, Judas 
believed his motives were justified to uphold the 
synagogue’s laws until the awful realization of what 
he had done convicted him.

Malchus by W.G. Griffiths. As servant to the chief 
high priest Caiphus, Malchus had a front row seat to 
the events going on in Jerusalem that week, but it 
wasn’t until Jesus miraculously healed his severed 
ear at Gethsemane that he truly knew Christ was 
the Messiah.

The Man from Cyrene by Frans Venter. This is the 
story oc the man chosen from the crowd to carry 
Christ’s cross to Golgotha.

Vinegar Boy by Alberta Hawse. Physically disfigured 
and abandoned, the young boy called upon to carry 
the vinegar wine to the crucifixion hopes for one 
more miracle from the man whose compassionate 
touch can heal.

The Robe by Lloyd C. Douglas. The story of the 
Roman soldier who gambled for Christ’s robe and 
won, and whose life would be forever changed.

Suddenly One Morning by Charles R. Swindoll. The 
first Easter as seen through the eyes of a local 
shopkeeper, and his journey from curiosity to 
joyous belief.

There are also a number of nonfiction books about 
Lent and Easter available and on display in the 
library, as well as many children’s Easter books in 
the wall rack. Don’t miss this opportunity to make 
Easter even more meaningful by spending time 
reading one of these books from our library.

Have you ever been given a gift that truly 
overwhelmed you, one that was way more 
than you felt you deserved? Maybe you 
even felt guilty or embarrassed about it, 
knowing the sacrifice the giver must have 
made for you was undeserved. This is the 
situation we find ourselves in at Easter. 
When we try to understand and accept the 
magnitude of God’s gifts of mercy, 
forgiveness, and eternal life made possible 
through the sacrifice of His son Jesus on 
the cross, we are completely overwhelmed, 
brought to our knees in profound 
gratitude. 

Nearly two thousand Easters have passed 
since the first one. The facts of the story 
have been recounted many times. This 
month’s featured selections offer us the 
opportunity to experience the events 
surrounding Jesus’s death and resurrection 
through the eyes of some of those who 
were there to witness and in some cases, 
take part in these events. While these 
stories are works of fiction, they are based 
on Biblical facts and provide insight into 
what the very first Easter was like and the 
very real sacrifice Jesus made out of love 
for us. Some of these books are classics 
and were noted in last month’s column but 
deserve to be mentioned again because of 
their connection to Easter.

Open during Office Hours 

and Sunday mornings

The Little Free Library is a 
resource for anyone in the                                       
community, accessible 24                                          
hours a day, 7 days a week.

 

Little Free Library

Located right outside the 

front NW church doors

"Need a book, Take a book, 

Read a book, Leave a book." 



Contact the church office (or submit online) 
with your prayer needs (or praises!), 

which are only shared with our pastors.

http://immanuelstorycity.org/grow/adult-education
http://immanuelstorycity.org/worship/sermon-series


Adult class 
moved to 
9:45 am 
and 
Sunday 
school at 
9:45

LCMC iowa district annual 
gathering

https://www.iowalcmc.org/

February 7: When We Cry Out
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/

How does God respond when his people cry out 
to him? We take a closer look in Exodus 3.

February 14: Rescued for a Purpose
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/

Does God rescue people just to get them out of 
trouble, or does he have something greater in 
mind?

February 21: Leviticus
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/

God graciously provides a way for people to live in 
his presence. 

February 28: Numbers
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/

Israel’s repeated rebellion in the wilderness is met 
by God’s justice and mercy.

On the COVID-19 Update, change the 
wording to say 

In the Through the Bible slide, change it to 
say "Throughout 2021, we invite you..." and 
"We are using The One-Year..."

Throughout 2021, we invite you to journey 
with us through the entire Bible! We’re 
using The One Year Chronological Bible 
reading plan, which can be found on 
www.Bible.com and the YouVersion app. 

Monthly readings are found on our 
website, newsletters, and weekly emails. 
Contact the church office for more 
information or questions.

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/
http://www.bible.com


For more information about 
Immanuel’s Sunday School Program, 
contact Jaynee Christian at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com.

April Birthdays
2: Bristol Whipple
6: Brady Haberl
7: Gracey Haberl
8: Tucker Whitaker
12: Adalyn Sporleder
20: Bella Hanson
23: Joe Reinert

                        April 

                  Happenings
Curriculum will be based on the Easter 
story! 
March 28:  9:45  Palm Sunday - All 
Young Disciples (Grades 2-8) will be 
making palm crosses in the Chapel

April 4:  Easter -- NO Sunday School

Sunday School Spring Mission Project
This spring we will be raising money to help cover the 
costs of Vacation Bible School. In the narthex, there is a 
display board with pockets labeled 5-10-20-25-50-100.
Please choose one or more envelopes and fill them with 
the corresponding dollar amount. If you want to take 
three envelopes from the $5 pocket, you can simply mark 
on one of the envelopes that you took 3 X 5. You can also 
paper clip or staple the envelopes together. We are very 
thankful for any amount that you are willing to provide.

     Mark your calendars for 
     June 14-17 for Vacation 
   Bible School at Immanuel! 
       We can’t wait to bring 
Riverside staff to the church 
    for a fun week together!

Prayer Warriors
Intergenerational Activity

Many thanks to those adults that have already chosen a 
Sunday School student’s name for our intergenerational 
activity. We had 43 students sign up to participate and we 
still need plenty of adults. We would ask that you commit 
from April – December to pray for this child. This will take 
us through most of the seasons of the calendar year and 
the church year. If you would like to send an occasional 
note of encouragement or a birthday card that would be 
great! It is so important that we make the children of 
Immanuel feel like they are an important part of our 
congregation. We hope that this activity will bring joy to all 
ages. If you are not attending in person church, but would 
like to participate, please contact Milianna, Allison or 
Jaynee and we will be happy to connect you with a student.

"I have no greater joy than to hear that my children 
are walking in the truth." 3 John 1:4

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com


Update
We’re nearing the end of a great EPIC school year!  
On May 1-2 we will celebrate the confirmation of our 
8th graders, and we’ll continue meeting in May to do 
some outings and service projects!  

Thank you for your continued prayer and support for 
these incredible students that we are blessed to 
hang out with each week.  We ask for continued 
prayers for the students, for our summer activities 
and engagement with the youth, and for the vision 
God is placing on our hearts regarding High School 
ministry at Immanuel.

2021 Mission Trip
Save the Date: June 25-28, 2021

Thank you for supporting our youth fundraiser!  
The EPIC students sold over 300 butter braids, and 
through those sales raised almost $2,000 for the 
Youth Mission Fund! Other donations were also 
given, making this one of the biggest fundraisers 
for this cause in the last five years. What does this 
mean? It means that we will continue to plan free 
and inexpensive mission trips and outings for our 
youth to grow in Christ, in community, and in 
discerning their calling in this world!  

Our mission trip plans continue for 
our trip to Sioux Falls this 
June - and we still have a 
few spots available on 
that trip! Let us know if 
you have any questions 
or know someone who 
might be interested in 
coming with us!

                          Dear Parents of 
                            8th Grader 

                            Immanuel students:

                              We consider it a great 
                           blessing to be nearing 
the end of another school year!  As you 
are aware, this means that we'll be 
confirming our 8th graders this spring!  
We want to give you that information 
now so that you have time to plan 
accordingly.

Since we are still dealing with ongoing 
concerns regarding the pandemic, and 
since we know that some of our 
Immanuel families have not yet felt 
comfortable coming to Sunday worship, 
we are making the following plans for 
Confirmation which mirror what we did 
in October for the 9th graders:

1.  Special Confirmation Service, 
Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 AM in the 
Sanctuary
   -Students arrive at 9AM for run-through, 
robes, and pictures (food provided)
2.  Masks Required, Social Distancing 
for service
3.  Limited to confirmands, their 
families/relatives, close friends, and 
EPIC leaders.
4.  Testimonies given LIVE on 
Saturday, but recorded for Sunday 
(and live streamed service)
5.  The testimonies of each student 
will air during both Sunday services 
on May 2.

This plan allows all to be in person for 
confirmation, and it allows the 
       congregation as a whole to still
         witness and celebrate in the
         confirmation. It also respects the
         various levels of comfort during
         COVID. Is it ideal to separate
         Confirmation from the greater 
         body? No, but for this season this 
         seems like the best route, and 
         hopefully next year we are back to 
        a bigger celebration!



We are thankful that our 
tuckpointing and louver 
painting project has been 
completed before winter sets 
in! Now plaster restoration is 
being done in the balcony. 
Thank you for your continued 
support to make our building 
a beautiful space for ministry 
for years to come!

We’re always looking for more 
members to volunteer for worship, 
whether it’s behind the scenes or in 
front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)

● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact the church office if you’re 
interested in volunteering! We’d love 
to add you to our worship schedule!

We are looking for more people to 
volunteer for worship, either behind the 
scenes or in front of the congregation. 
Here are a few ways you can help: sound 
or video technician, musician, usher or 
greeter, or reader. Contact the church 
office if interested!

Summary of March 11, 2021
Immanuel Council Meeting

Joint Council
·  President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
·  Opening devotion: Dion Whipple.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: Boards encouraged to begin working on 

next steps/goals for 2021.
· New Business: Mutual Ministry update on pastoral goals; 

made mask recommendation for 8:30 worship the 
same as at 10:45; audit complete.

·  Next meeting: Apr 14 at 8:15 p.m. 
Trustees—Mar 11 
·  Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: balcony plaster repair and narthex 

ceiling tile project finished; patio project details 
coming together; look into replacing older furnaces.

·  Church & RScityserve cleanup date: April 10 at 9:00 a.m.
·  Broad Street to be replaced between Grand and 

Lafayette in 2021, Immanuel’s curb, gutter, and 
sidewalk cost to be about $17K.

·  Next meeting: Apr 8 at 7:00 in the Cornerstone Room

Deacons—Mar 11
·  Began discussing Joining Jesus on His Mission.
·  Approved funds for Eagle Scout’s benches project at 

Riverside.
·  Discussed small group ministry vision and goals.
·  Braylon Temte preaching Mar 17.
·  Next meeting: Apr 8 at 6:30 in the Social Hall
Youth Board—Mar 1
·  EPIC small groups 7:15 to 8:00 during Lent; Butter 

Braids fundraiser.
·  Planned EPIC outings.
·  Pastor Andrew getting youth ministry coaching.
·  Confirmation Sunday: May 2 (will be recorded May 1).
·  Still a few spots for 2021 Mission Trip to Sioux Falls
                          June 25-28.

·  RScityserve projects in early July.
·  New youth minister at St. Petri, Grace, & 

Bergen: Megan Gustafson.

 Board of Education—Mar 11
·  Spring Mission Project: VBS funding 
·  Planned Books of the Bible lessons, Palm 

crosses, Mother’s Day video.
·  VBS/Day Camp plans.
·  Intergenerational prayer partners: 43 kids! 
·  Next meeting: Apr 8 at 7:00 in the Chapel



From the IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT FUND

Building Immanuel Lutheran 
Church for the Next Generation
“And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, a large Red-Tailed 
Hawk flew overhead carrying a long heavy 
stick. Non-migratory birds were beginning 
to build nests. During the months to 
come, birds of all kinds would pour 
extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity 
to the construction of nests, the 
protection of eggs, and the feeding of 
their vulnerable young ones. After the 
little ones hatch, the unceasing care 
offered by the parents is amazing. Every 
ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, 
not to their own comfort and feeding, but 
to the survival of their young.
Now consider “nests” we build in our 
churches. Does our giving serve us and 
our needs or serve God by serving the 
mission of the church to reach new 
people? Those new to the faith are as 
vulnerable as hatchlings, and require a 
steady and dedicated effort of feeding.
For those who practice generosity, the 
nests we build are not for ourselves – 
they are for the next generation, those 
new to the faith, the future of the body of 
Christ. Join us in building a nest for the 
next generation. Contact members of the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment 
Committee and begin practicing 
generosity today.

 

Financial Report – February 2021

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 74,761.38 20,313.02 30,296.51 64,777.89

Improvement 19,399.39 985.00 279.06 20,105.33

Missionary 
Support 4,750.17 1,625.00 2,000.00 4,375.17

Memorial 960.00 1,175.00 48.31 2,086.69

Ministry 7,807.44 80.00 330.89 7,556.55

Questions regarding 
finances can be 
directed to treasurer   
Al Hermanson, or 
financial secretary, 
Carol Lake.

No Offering Envelopes?

Scan the QR code to give a financial 
gift to Immanuel securely online!  

Ways to give offerings

Pictures from newsletter.com

Building Immanuel Lutheran Church for 
the Next Generation



National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month

According to the most recent Iowa 
Department of Human Services 
data, 9,532 Iowa children were 
subject to abuse or neglect. The 
most common forms of abuse 
included denial of critical care, 
physical injury, exposure to illegal 
drugs or dangerous substance, 
and sexual abuse.

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) 
helps combat child abuse through 
prevention, safety, and stability 
services, as well as mental and 
behavioral health care.

Through regular in-home visits to 
families, LSI Early Childhood 
Services prevent child abuse by 
giving parents the support, 
education, and resources they 
need to build a healthy, stable 
home for their children. In 2020, 
our Early Childhood programs 
provided more than 18,000 
in-home and virtual visits to 
families.

LSI Family Centered Services help 
children and families already 
involved in a crisis or abuse 
situation to become safer and 
more stable, and LSI’s Bremwood 
and Beloit Residential Treatment 
Centers serve many children and 
youth who have experienced 
trauma from past abuse or 
neglect.

For more information, please contact 
Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of 
Philanthropy and Church Relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 
563-676-2065. 

Thursdays 6:30-8 P.M. at Harvest 
E-Free. Celebrate Recovery is a 
biblical and balanced program 
that helps us overcome our hurts, 
hang-ups, and habits. It is based 
on the actual words and teachings 
of Jesus. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Steve Frykholm 
(steve@harvestefree.org).

Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday of 
each month during the school 
year, from 9:15-11 A.M. at Harvest 
E-Free. Are you a mom of young 
children and want to connect with 
other moms? Join us for MOPs 
and meet other women who are 
in the same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson at 
anjknutson@gmail.com or 
719-351-6899.

Loaves & Fishes: 
204 W Broad St., Story City

2021 Events

April 10
SPRING BLAST

April 17
SPRING WORK DAY

April 23-25
MEN’S RETREAT

Find out more about 
these events and to 

register at 
Riversidelbc.org

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
mailto:steve@harvestefree.org
mailto:anjknutson@gmail.com
https://www.riversidelbc.org/


Empowering Iowa Families 

Gaylene was overwhelmed 
raising three young boys. 
Finances were strained and she 
and her partner, José, worked 
hard to make ends meet. 
Suddenly, well into her second 
trimester, Gaylene learned she 
was pregnant with her daughter, 
Julieanna. Left with less time to 
prepare her home for a fourth 
child, Gaylene was stressed at 
the thought of welcoming a little 
girl into a house with three 
energetic older brothers. And 
once Julieanna was born, 
Gaylene began experiencing 
postpartum depression.

Gaylene enrolled in LSI Early 
Childhood Services for help, and 
she and José began meeting with 
their LSI worker, Kellie. She 
provided the family with 
age-appropriate ideas and 
developmental activities for the 
kids, and served as a shoulder to 
lean on whenever Gaylene or 
José needed guidance or advice. 
Gaylene recently graduated from 
college with a degree in early 
childhood education, and her 
family is thriving. Gaylene also 
graduated out of LSI services last 
year. The family still keeps in 
touch with Kellie, and Gaylene 
says she will forever be grateful 
for the support she received 
when times were difficult.

“We got so used to Kellie coming 
to our home for five years, it’s 
going to be different. But now I 
know where to turn and how to 
help my family down the road,” 
Gaylene says. “I feel like Kellie 
and LSI actually care about 
people and parents.”

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love 
of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. Learn more 
at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed 
by serving and blessing one another with no 

strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we 

identify and fulfill the needs of our city’s people 
and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the 

Roland-Story School District, to connect those 
needs with compassion and resources, and to 

build relationships with those in our community 
who need them the most.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS

Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

RScityserve UPDATE 
and WINTER GEAR DRIVE

RScityserve has had a great fall! We’re prepping our building space for 
use as a clothing closet, youth space, and more! We have a group of high 
school students doing some work there for their J-Term project, and 
we’re looking forward to being able to hold in-person events, activities, 
and community outreach in 2021.

We are currently running a WINTER GEAR DONATION DRIVE through 
mid-January! Immanuel is a drop-off site when the office is open 
(mornings from 9-Noon or Sunday mornings), and we are collecting new 
or gently used coats, boots, gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves.  Please 
check your closets and basements to see if you can contribute!

Finally, we have a few needs going into 2021. First, we’re working on 
incorporating as a non-profit with Iowa and the Federal Government. 
This can be an expensive process, so we ask you to consider if you might 
be called to help us meet that need! We’re also looking for a new or good 
condition washer and dryer that we can get set-up in our building to 
process clothing donations.   If you know of a way to help there, let us 
know!

As always, if you have needs, or if you want to help meet needs, please 
contact us through our website (rscityserve.org), our Facebook page via 
Messenger, or by emailing rscityserve@gmail.com.

Little Free Pantry

The RS Ministerial Association’s 
Little Free Pantry is located at    
510 Pennsylvania in Story City 
for anyone that needs to take 
food and for those who would like 
to give food to help others in 
need! Find out more about the 
Little Free Pantry movement at 
www.littlefreepantry.org.

http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://rscityserve.org/
http://rscityserve.org/
mailto:rscityserve@gmail.com
http://www.littlefreepantry.org


Blended & Blessed® is the only one-day live event and 
livestream just for stepfamily couples, single parents, 
dating couples with kids, and those who care about 
blended families.

FamilyLife Blended will bring you a livestream 
experience with great speakers, encouragement, and 
information you can use with your family.

The theme of this year's Blended & Blessed Livestream 
is Walk in Love which is based on Ephesians 5. When 
you Walk in Love, your family grows and your corner of 
the world changes for the better. Join us as we explore 
walking in love in your marriage, your parenting, and 
your community through the power of Christ.

With so many complex relationships involved in a 
stepfamily, all the normal rules for family life change. 
We'll spend the day discussing: 

● The Way of Love in Your Marriage - Ray & Robyn 
McKelvy

● The Beauty, Message, and Mystery of Marital 
Sexuality - Ron L. Deal, LMFT, LPC

● Grace-filled Parenting in a Blended Family - 
Laurie Polich Short

● Walk in Love with God's People - David & Meg 
Robbins

For more information or to purchase the home 
livestream license, check out blendedandblessed.com.

https://www.blendedandblessed.com/


OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed 
by serving and blessing one another with no 

strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we 

identify and fulfill the needs of our city’s people 
and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the 

Roland-Story School District, to connect those 
needs with compassion and resources, and to 

build relationships with those in our community 
who need them the most.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS

Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

RScityserve UPDATE 
and WINTER GEAR DRIVE

RScityserve has had a great fall! We’re prepping our building space for 
use as a clothing closet, youth space, and more! We have a group of high 
school students doing some work there for their J-Term project, and 
we’re looking forward to being able to hold in-person events, activities, 
and community outreach in 2021.

We are currently running a WINTER GEAR DONATION DRIVE through 
mid-January! Immanuel is a drop-off site when the office is open 
(mornings from 9-Noon or Sunday mornings), and we are collecting new 
or gently used coats, boots, gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves.  Please 
check your closets and basements to see if you can contribute!

Finally, we have a few needs going into 2021. First, we’re working on 
incorporating as a non-profit with Iowa and the Federal Government. 
This can be an expensive process, so we ask you to consider if you might 
be called to help us meet that need! We’re also looking for a new or good 
condition washer and dryer that we can get set-up in our building to 
process clothing donations.   If you know of a way to help there, let us 
know!

As always, if you have needs, or if you want to help meet needs, please 
contact us through our website (rscityserve.org), our Facebook page via 
Messenger, or by emailing rscityserve@gmail.com.

Please RSVP by April 17, 2021 
to Sarah Gelner at 

sjgelner6@gmail.com

Butter Braid Fundraiser
We raised over $1900 from our Butter 
Braid youth fundraiser! THANK YOU 
for supporting the Immanuel youth!

If you ordered a Butter Braid from our 
EPIC students, they will be delivered to 
the church on Wednesday, March 31st! 
You are welcome to drop by the church 
during the noon hour OR before EPIC 
that night at 6 P.M. to pick up your order! 
Otherwise, the EPIC students will deliver 
them to you after that day.

Contact Patty Rathmacher or the church 
office if you need to arrange a different 
pick up time.

Awards for highest sellers and the pie in 
the face will also be the night of March 
31st at our EPIC large group.

Youth Board will be meeting after EPIC 
on the 31st as well.

http://rscityserve.org/
http://rscityserve.org/
mailto:rscityserve@gmail.com
mailto:sjgelner6@gmail.com


CHURCH STAFF Milianna Carlson Office Secretary
office@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake Financial Secretary
accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

Jeff Baker Custodian

Pastor Kurt Jensen
kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Allison Potratz Pastoral Intern
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Chris Dahl Deployed Pastor to Riverside
chris@riversidelbc.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

      Facebook
        ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
 Immanuel Lutheran Story City

  Apple Podcasts
  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
  Story City, IA

ONLINE SERVICES

Watch worship services LIVE on Facebook, view/listen to archived 
messages on our website, iTunes podcast, or YouTube channel.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI, 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship (Traditional)
9:45 A.M. Adult Education & Sunday School
10:45 A.M. Worship (Contemporary)

CONTACT
        604 Lafayette Avenue
        Story City, Iowa 50248

        515-733-4972
        515-733-4070 (fax)

        office@immanuelstorycity.org
        www.immanuelstorycity.org

        Church Office Hours:
        Monday - Friday 9 A.M. to Noon

        Find our Online Directory and 
        other resources on our website

red:A23D32 or 
AA3E31

Green: 9ead6f or 
AfC064

Yellow: E1D37F or 
FFE9C7 or EBE898

Light Gray: D9D2D1

Gray/Brown/Black: 
3D3936

White: FFFFFF

 604 LAFAYETTE AVENUE
 STORY CITY, IOWA 50248

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:accounting@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:council@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:chris@riversidelbc.org
mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org
http://www.immanuelstorycity.org

