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Doing
Church
Differently

What a strange time we’re living in! Everyone is
hunkered down, waiting out the COVID-19 pandemic, which may not peak here for weeks or months.
Schools are closed, basic items like toilet paper are
hard to find in stores, and restaurants can only do
take-out, drive-through, and delivery options. With
the current ban on meetings of more than 10 people, we’ve had to cancel all our in-person events and
move to online-only worship services.
Our first online Wednesday night service went well;
we had over 40 families and individuals join us for
the Facebook livestream, and many more have
watched it since then! Many of you gave us good
feedback that will help us tweak things and make
those online events even better. Join us regularly
online on Wednesday nights at 7:00 and Sunday
mornings at 9:30 by going to www.facebook.com/
ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity/ The videos remain
available afterwards, and we’ll also post them on
our website, along with the audio of the messages:
www.immanuelstorycity.org/worship.
Continued on page 8
1

April 2020

MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS

There will be no in person church activities until at least April 10.
Please look for updates on services on our website, weekly
emails, and our Facebook Page. Worship with us via Livestream
on our Facebook Page!
Interested in volunteering? Contact Shirley Frette (515.956.4324),
or the church office.

Ushers

Gary & Judy Hested, Ron Kinyon, Lana Voga, Gloria Oberender
April 12
Easter Sonrise 7 A.M. Service

Greeters
Reader

April 19
Confirmation Sunday

April 26

Mike & Ashlee Mullenbach

Edgar & Jaynee Christian

Ali Charlson

Fran Christian

Heston McIlrath

Gracie Oliver

Mary Ruppel

Acolyte
April 12
Easter 9:30 A.M. Service
Greeters
Reader

Rachel Winecoff

Acolyte

Braylen Loots

Funeral Committee
Judy McIlrath
Janet Handsaker
Banners & Paraments
Tami Marienau

Secretary Helpers
(Bulletins are ready to fold by 9:15 A.M. on Fridays)

April 17

Janet Handsaker

April 24

Nadine Beck, Ruby Olson

Communion Preparation
Jeff & Charlotte Loots
Communion Assistants
Mary Ruppel
Deb Olson
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Sound Engineer
TBD

Sunday Morning Schedule
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

April 2020
SUN

29

MON

30

TUE
31

WED
1

THU

FRI

SAT

2

3

4

9

10

11

7 P.M Lenten
Worship (Livestream)

5

6

7

Passover Begins 7 P.M. Maundy

9:30 A.M. Palm Sunday
Worship (Livestream)

12

Thursday Worship
(Livestream)

13

7 A.M. Sonrise Worship
(with Communion)
8 A.M. Breakfast
9:30 A.M. Easter Celebration Worship with
the Hallelujah Chorus

19

8

20

14

15

16

27

17

18

9 A.M. Staff 6 P.M. EPIC
Mtg (Library) 7:15 P.M.
Senior Choir

9: 30 A.M.
9 A.M.
RS Ministerial Bulletins
6:30/7 P.M.
Trustees &
Deacons Mtgs
8:15 P.M.
Church Council

7:30 A.M.
Women’s
Breakfast
8 A.M.
Men of
Immanuel

21

23

24

25

9 A.M.
Bulletins

8 A.M.
Men of
Immanuel

22

Confirmation Sunday Newsletter 9 A.M. Staff 6 P.M. EPIC
(8th Graders)
Deadline Mtg (Library) 7:15 P.M.
11 A.M. Social Hall Reserved
Senior Choir
6:30 P.M. Healing Service

26

7 P.M. Good 8 A.M.
Friday Worship Men of
(Livestream)
Immanuel

28

29

30

9 A.M. Staff
Mtg (Library)
10 A.M.
Newsletter
Folding

6 P.M. EPIC
Leaders Night
7:15 P.M.
Senior Choir

6 P.M.
Bethany Life
Annual Meeting
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Don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed?
Contact the church office or write down your
information on the tear-off panel in the bulletin!
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Summary of Council Meetings
Joint Council
Board of Education—March 12
• President John Rathmacher called meeting to order. •Opening prayer – Jaynee Christian
• Devotions were shared by Deb Olson.
• Spring Mission Project raised $620 for Meals
• Pastors led Visioning Conversation and Action Steps.
from the Heartland packaging.
• Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
• Discussed Kingdom Kids curriculum and Inter• Report of Boards.
generational Sunday School.
• New Business: Discussed response to COVID-19.
• Planned Lenten supper and Palm Crosses.
• Old Business: Designated gifts to partner ministries
• Next meeting: April 16 or TBD.
will be applied first toward our congregation’s comTrustees—March 12
mitments to them.
• Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
• Next meeting: April 16.
• Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
Deacons—March 12
• Project Updates: tuckpointing and other pro• Opened with prayer concerns.
jects waiting for weather and contractors’
• Pastors and John R led March 1 worship at Zearing
schedules.
Health Care.
• Reviewed bids for replacing Parsonage HVAC
• Lent series “Called Deeper: The Way of Jesus”, devosystem.
tionals provided.
• Accepted bid for replacing lower bell tower
• Discussed Holy Week services.
roofs, pending congregational approval.
• Prayer room being remodeled.
• Seeking funds to replace trees on Broad St. and
• LifeLight Christian music festival July 11 downtown
add others to church property.
Story City; seeking volunteers to help with setup, etc. • New water fountain being installed by nursery.
• Next meeting: April 16
• Discussed designated giving.
• Church van brakes fixed.
Youth Board
• Next meeting: April 16.
• Mission Trip Fundraisers
• Continued Communication to Congregation
• June 28 Mission Trip Student Panel during worship
Next meeting: TBD

Church Financials
Financial Report – February 2020
Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

Current & Mission Fund

67,217.48 24,554.98

Improvement Fund

61,054.94

Missionary Support Fund

Expenditures

Ending Balance

31,272.27

60,500.19

970.00

0.00

62,024.94

6,960.17

485.00

2,000.00

5,445.17

Memorial Fund

5,097.39

300.00

0.00

5,397.39

Ministry Fund

5,562.35

30.00

141.37

5,450.98
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Building Immanuel Lutheran Church
for the Next Generation
“And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, a large Red-Tailed Hawk flew overhead carrying a long heavy stick. Nonmigratory birds were beginning to build nests. During the months to come, birds of all kinds would
pour extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity to the construction of nests, the protection of eggs,
and the feeding of their vulnerable young ones. After the little ones hatch, the unceasing care
offered by the parents is amazing. Every ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, not to their own
comfort and feeding, but to the survival of their young.
Now consider “nests” we build in our churches. Does our giving serve us and our needs or serve God
by serving the mission of the church to reach new people? Those new to the faith are as vulnerable
as hatchlings, and require a steady and dedicated effort of feeding.
For those who practice generosity, the nests we build are not for ourselves – they are for the next
generation, those new to the faith, the future of the body of Christ. Join us in building a nest for the
next generation. Contact members of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Committee and
begin practicing generosity today.
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Youth
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Immanuel

Continued from page 1

We’ve had a great year so far in EPIC. Seeing our 5th-8th
graders laugh, learn, and build community together is one
of the highlights of my year.
As things are changing for this season, we’re going to be
interacting with our EPIC kids as much as we can via other
means. Social Media and parent emails might be the
most common, and we’ll hopefully be able to still provide
some ways for the students to keep growing and learning.
My prayer is that we can find some normalcy before the
end of the school year, but as things change every day,
we’ll have to be patient.
Confirmation Sunday may still happen in April, or it may
be postponed based on the current recommendations for
churches and large groups as we get closer.
Our Mission Trip in June remains scheduled as planned,
so we’re certainly hoping that the situation is on the upswing by then!
If you want your student to keep growing in their faith
through these coming weeks, there is no better way than
by having your families pray together, read the Bible together, and talk about faith. Parents have a unique role
to play in the faith formation of their kids, and in this season there is no getting around how important that is!
What I can, and what the church can do, is limited. What
you can do in your homes will be far more powerful than
what we can do from a distance.
If you have any questions about how to start some of
these habits in your household, contact me (Pastor Andrew) and I’d love to give you some tools.
Finally, hang in there. You’re not alone. The church is
not a building, it is the people, and our church will remain
strong and committed throughout this season!

As I mentioned that night, we can either
obsess over every anxiety-producing
headline and lament about the isolation
we feel from necessary social distancing,
or we can see this time as an opportunity to grow. We can use this extended
season at home to have more time with
our families and more quiet time in
God’s Word and prayer. Pastor Andrew
recently challenged all of us to carve out
five more minutes a day for prayer and
five more minutes a day for reading
Scripture, above what we normally do.
You can find lots of great resources
online. Our Lenten devotionals that
connect with our Wednesday night
messages are available on our website,
Facebook, and by email. I love using the
YouVersion Bible app, which lets me
read or hear the Bible in a variety of
translations. It also provides reading
plans and Bible studies. My other favorite resource is The Bible Project’s videos
and study guides, that walk through
each book of the Bible and trace biblical
themes through all of Scripture.
www.thebibleproject.org Watch for
other online resources on our website
and Facebook page; you can submit
your own ideas by phone, email, or
Facebook!
Throughout this unusual season, check
in on your neighbors. Find ways to help
those most affected. Pray. Support your
local businesses. Send a card or a letter
to residents at nursing homes and assisted living apartments. Hold on to
hope and spread joy.
Be the church, wherever you are!
Pastor Kurt

Pastor Andrew
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Sunday School

News

k

Spring Mission Project
For our Spring Mission Project, we raised money for Meals for the
Heartland. We held a bake sale, had a penny wars contest, and a
loose change offering. Thanks to everyone’s generosity, we
raised $623.60! THANK YOU!

Sunday School
The Sunday School department wants to let all the youth know
how much we miss seeing you. We miss praying with you, worshiping with you, singing with you and laughing with you. We
miss hearing your “highs” and “lows” for the week. We miss the
excitement and love that you have for Jesus Christ. Please know
that we are praying for your family’s health and safe keeping. Life
has changed for all of us, but know that you are still loved by the
Immanuel family. Most importantly, know that GOD loves you
and will always be with you. Prayer is powerful and HE hears your
prayers.

Kids Sunday School Website
At Immanuel, we use the Kids Sunday School Place for our curriculum.
We would encourage you to access this site for Sunday School lessons. We were most recently studying the Characters of Easter.
There are other Easter lessons to choose from as well.
To use this site:
Kidssundayschool.com
Username: immanuellutheraned
Password: Glory!316
There are lessons for both Preschool and Grade School. Type on the
desired level and go to lessons. Each lesson contains activities.

April Birthday Celebrations
Kingdom Kids
2 Bristol Whipple
20 Bella Hanson

Young Disciples
6 Brady Haberl
7 Gracey Haberl
8 Tucker Whitaker
12 Adalyn Sporleder
23 Joseph Reinert
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Many community events
have been cancelled,
postponed, or rescheduled.
We encourage you to keep
an eye out for our weekly
emails and Facebook posts,
as well as community
papers.

Letters of Love!
Our residents would love to
receive letters, stories, poems,
drawings, jokes, or words of kindness during this time. Making a
difference can be so simple, yet it
can be incredibly impactful!
Adults and kids please send as
many as you would like!
Bethany Life
212 Lafayette Ave
Story City, IA 50248
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story of the Baxter family, but is a good standalone novel as well. It’s the last semester of
Cole Baxter Blake’s senior year at Clear Creek
High and his mom and dad, Ashley and Landon
Blake, are anticipating his upcoming graduation
and enrollment in college. Cole has had his
heart set on becoming a doctor like his
Grandpa John for years. When new student
Elise Walker asks Cole about supplies needed
for a class they are taking, he is instantly
overtaken by a feeling he’s never experienced
before. As he gets to know Elise, he learns she
has come to live with her aunt and uncle
because her mother felt she needed to be in a
different, safer environment. Cole’s feelings for
Elise only grow stronger when she reveals she
is pregnant, the result of a non-consensual
relationship back in her hometown. He is
determined to stand by her and help no matter
what. His parents are concerned he is willing to
forego his future to help Elise, but she has
plans for her own future as well. How Ms.
Kingsbury pulls the various story lines together
in the end is a testament to the value of faith in
prayer and God’s perfect timing.

Church Library
READ. Study. learn.
As we approach the blessed events of Easter
week 2020, we have been asked to make a
number of sacrifices for the well-being of our
world. Let us be ever mindful of the ultimate
sacrifice which our Lord made on the cross for
us, so that we could spend eternity with Him.
This month we have new books by two
favorite authors. Laurine Snelling continues her
stories of the early Norwegian settlers in A
Song of Joy. Set in Minnesota in the early
1900’s, Nilda Carlson grew up on her family
farm and learned the value and joy that hard
work and working together brings. Given the
opportunity to expand her horizons and
responsibilities, Nilda accepts employment
with Mrs. Gertrude Schoenleber, a well-to-do
widow living in the nearby town of Black Duck.
Here Nilda experiences a completely different
lifestyle, but her work ethic and strong faith
endear her to her employer and she learns that
much good can be done for others with well
managed funds. Her personal life puts her
principles to the test as she is courted by Mrs.
Schoenleber’s wealthy nephew, but finds
herself drawn to the local school teacher.
Which life will she choose, or can she hope to
have the best of both worlds?

New Non-Fiction:
Prayer That Brings Revival, by David Yonggi
Cho. “Interceding for God to Move in Your
Family, Church, and Community.”
It’s Not Supposed To Be This Way, by Lisa
Terkeurst. “Finding unexpected strength
when disappointment leaves you shattered.”
New Children’s Books:
The Lord’s Prayer, retold by Lois Rock,
illustrated by Debbie Lush. “The prayer that
Jesus taught two thousand years ago.”
I Am a Promise, book and CD by Gloria
Gaither, illustrated by Kristina Stephenson.

Karen Kingsbury is another well-liked author
and her new book, Two Weeks, adds to the
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National Child Abuse Prevention Month
According to the Iowa Department of Human Services, 8,967 Iowa
children were subject to abuse or neglect in 2018. The most common
forms of abuse included denial of critical care, physical injury, exposure to
illegal drugs or dangerous substance, and sexual abuse.
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat child abuse through prevention, safety, and stability
services, as well as mental and behavioral health care.
Through regular in-home visits to families, LSI’s Early Childhood Services prevent child abuse by giving
parents the support, education, and resources they need to build a healthy, stable home for their children. In 2019, our Early Childhood programs provided more than 11,000 in-home visits to families.
LSI’s Family Safety, Risk, and Permanency Services help children and families already involved in a crisis
or abuse situation to become safer and more stable, and LSI’s Bremwood and Beloit Residential Treatment Centers serve many children and youth who have experienced trauma from past abuse or neglect.
You can make a direct impact on these children and families through your support of LSI. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.

Last year, Jaqashia didn’t know what to do.

Jaqashia is now the proud
mother of a baby boy, A’Kani,
and she is determined to be
the best parent she can be.
Pam still stops by for her regular
visits but now, Jaqashia feels ready
to raise her son in a safe and loving home.

She was expecting her first child, and she felt
stressed and overwhelmed. She didn’t have a
job or a home to provide for her new baby.
When she was referred to LSI’s Early Childhood
Services, she didn’t know if the program could
help her. But after just two months with her LSI
worker, Jaqashia says the services made a lifechanging difference.

“LSI made a huge difference. They made a big
positive change,” Jaqashia says. “I feel very
confident that I can actually raise my son now,
and I have my own place. I’m feeling great.”

Her LSI worker, Pam, helped Jaqashia find an
apartment. Every week, she visited Jaqashia in
her new home to provide helpful parenting tips
she could use to raise a happy, healthy baby.
With a comfortable home ready for her child,
Jaqashia felt confident and empowered to find
a job. And Pam was there, ready to encourage
her and walk alongside her every step of the
way.

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service.
Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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