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Walking in Step

Spirit

with the

Q growing?

How are you

I often consider it a dilemma when I experience a
powerful class, conference, sermon, service, or retreat
and have little to no follow up! Some of the most
influential experiences in my life have come with a
lack of “follow up,” or in other words, the relational
investment to help continue growing and discerning
after the immediate experience has passed.
When one graduates from college or seminary, rarely
do your advisors or professors have the thought or
capacity to check in on you months later to see if your
growth has continued (or if you-Pastor
even grew at
all!).
Andrew
Likewise, when one leaves a week at camp, there are
some real roadblocks to continuing the spiritual relationship that was nurtured in that week at camp.
As a pastor, this is one thing I want to work on. At
Immanuel, we teach and preach on things that are
important to the spiritual walk of ANY Christian.
Sometimes one group of sermons will build on
another, and sometimes they may be quite different.
Our goal is that we would individually and congregationally GROW in Christ in many ways through these
sermons and Scriptures! For growth to take place,
and for ongoing growth to continue in any area of
our lives, we need to proactively re-visit these areas!
We do not teach and preach so that the experiences,
topics, and challenges can be left behind, but rather,
we do it so that our lives can be ever changing and
growing in Christ through the Holy Spirit!
As we are currently in a series about the Holy Spirit’s
role in our lives, have you taken time to reflect?
Continued on page 6
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April 2019 Sunday Ministry Volunteers
Ushers: Gary & Judy Hested, Lana Voga, Gloria Oberender
April 7
Communion Sunday

April 14
Palm Sunday

Greeters Al & Karen Hermanson

Chris Isebrand Family

Reader

Mary Ruppel

Rachel Winecoff

Acolyte

Allison Schrader

Gavin Carpenter

April 21
Easter Sunday

April 28
Confirmation Sunday

Greeters Mike & Ashley Mullenbach Edgar & Jaynee Christian
Reader

Terry Thompson

Confirmands

Acolyte

Reece Martin

Tegan Oliver

Lenten Volunteers
April 3
Ushers
Reader

April 10

Funeral Committee
Judy McIlrath
Janet Handsaker
Banners & Paraments
Tami Marienau
Communion Preparation
Jeff & Charlotte Loots
Communion Assistants
Mary Ruppel
Shirley Frette
Communion Helpers
Alex Berends
Tyler Isebrands
Sound Engineer
Brad Waline

April 18
Maundy Thursday

April 19
Good Friday

Steve & Miriam Skartvedt, Bill Barquist
Mary Ruppel

John Rathmacher

Youth

Brad Skaar
Brad Skaar, John Rathmacher,
Logan Ihle, Jaxon McCoy

Communion Assistants & Helpers

Secretary Helpers
(Bulletins are ready to fold at 10 A.M. on Fridays)

April 5

Janet Handsaker

April 26

Leah Oppedal,
Marjorie Michaelson

April 12

Nadine Beck,
Ruby Olson

Substitutes:

Sara Anderson,
Jerry Greenfield

April 19

Ardella Mostrom,
Marilyn Whipple
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Interested in
participating in our
Sunday worship
services, ministries, or
“behind the scenes”?
Contact Shirley Frette
(515.956.4324), the
church office, or fill out
the tear-off panel in our
weekly bulletin.

April 2019
SUN

7

MON

April Fool’s Day

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 1:15 P.M. After-School
Adventure
6 P.M. Lenten Supper
7 P.M. Worship
7:45 P.M. Trinity &
Confirmation Classes
7:45 P.M. Senior Choir

8

9

15

22

7 A.M. Sonrise Service
8 A.M. Easter Breakfast
(Social Hall)
9:30 A.M. Easter Festival Worship

28
9:30 A.M. Confirmation Worship
11 A.M. Social Hall
reserved

Confirmation
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Earth Day

29

THU

4

10

FRI

SAT

5

6
10 A.M. Bulletins

8 A.M. Men of Immanuel
9:30 A.M. Spring Blast
5 P.M. Riverside Gala

Easter Lily
Ordering Deadline

11

12

13

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 6 P.M. Lenten Supper
7 P.M. Worship
7:45 P.M. Trinity &
Confirmation Classes
7:45 P.M. Senior Choir

9 A.M. Quilt Work Day 10 A.M. Bulletins
6 P.M. Trustees
7 P.M. Deacons
8:15 P.M. Church Council

7:30 A.M. Women’s
Breakfast (Social Hall)
8 A.M. Men of Immanuel
8:30 A.M. Riverside Work
Day (lunch provided)
9 A.M. Faith-Stepping Stone

16

18

19

20

7 P.M. Worship with
Holy Communion

Newsletter Deadline
10 A.M. Bulletins
7 P.M. Good Friday
Worship

8 A.M. Men of Immanuel

17

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 6:15 P.M. Pizza Supper
2 P.M. Women’s
for Trinity & ConfirBible Study
mation Students
6:45 P.M. Trinity &
Confirmation Classes
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

Palm Sunday

Easter

WED

2

11 A.M. Potluck
(Social Hall)
2 P.M. Touch of Grace
Bells Concert with The
Brethren (Grace UMC)

21

TUE

1

Communion Sunday

14

Immanuel Lutheran Church

23

24

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 6:15 P.M. Pizza Supper
for Trinity & Confirmation Students
6:45 P.M. Trinity &
Confirmation Classes
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

30
9 A.M. Staff Meeting

Maundy Thursday

25

26

27

10 A.M. Newsletter
Folding (Workroom)
6 P.M. Bethany Life
Annual Meeting

10 A.M. Bulletins

Quilts Transported to LWR
8 A.M. Men of Immanuel
10 A.M. Confirmation
Pictures and Rehearsal

(Households of Bethany Chapel)

Sunday Morning
Schedule
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (1430 AM)
8 A.M. Prayer Time (Room #5)
8:30 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)
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Good Friday

Church Office Hours
M-Th: 9 A.M.-3 P.M.
F: 9 A.M. to noon

Chris Isebrand, John Narigon

Mark & Priscilla Dolch

Bristol Whipple

Ryan & Kristina Lykins
Matt & Kim Sporleder

Kathy Gabrielson

Scott & Shelly Nibe

Tosha Whipple
Shayla Ammerman, Madison Martindale,
Don Munsen, Alexa Whipple, Dion Whipple

Joel & Mary Danielson
Dan & Jonie Wheeler

Ali Charlson, Bradey Haberl, Amy Holmgren, Garrett Skaar
Gracey Haberl

Eryn Delahoussaye, Tucker Whitaker

Laura Loots, Traci Marienau, Karen Soderstrum, Gary Trampel, Grant Waline
Jerilyn Rasmusson, Michelle Tjelmeland
Peter Hermanson, Seth Kowalik, Sharon Romsey, Jim Twedt

Linda Donahue, Jerry Handsaker, Adalyn Sporleder

Wesley Hansen

Jonathan Contag, Tom Johnson, Kent Meier

Courtney Mensen

Kent Handeland, Carol Meldman

Janet Handsaker, Brenda Lykins

Lois Oakland, April Ranck, Patty Rathmacher, Brad Wyatt
Bella Hanson
Gary Hested, Steve Johnson, Colby Martin, MaryAnn Moore, Carol Ann Morris, Eloise Thorson
Linda Doyle

Don Braathun, Joseph Reinert

Bill Larson, Melanie Wakefield
Roger Christian, Donavan Hanson
Tyson Anderson, Bryce Holmgren
Erik Christian, Katie Hanson, Jon Mehl, Lori Olson
Tina Hanson, Steve McCoy, Kim Wyatt
Bridget Concannon
Don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed?
Contact the church office or write down your information on the tear-off panel in the bulletin!
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Summary of March 14, 2019 Council Meetings
Joint Council
• President Steve Olson called meeting to order.
• Devotions were shared by Shirley Frette.
• Edgar Christian gave the monthly treasurer’s
report from Al Hermanson.
• Discussed audit details.
• Report of Boards and Mutual Ministry Team.
• Update on EPICstorycity plans for Wednesday
nights.
• Discussed worship cancellation policy for extreme weather.
• Next meeting: April 11.

Trustees—March 14
• Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report; noted
lower offerings in Jan-Feb due to winter
weather.
• Project Updates: sanctuary A/V upgrade end
of March; patio project in spring; interior restoration waiting on tuckpointing.
• Other Items: Discussed Audit progress and
new signage.
• Next meeting: April 11 6:00 p.m.

Youth Board—March 13
• Planned details for Lent supper, Good Friday,
Deacons
and Easter Breakfast.
• Planned Lent and Holy Week details.
• Discussed Spring outing to Riverside, sum• Trevor Rubenstein from Chosen People Minmer trips and 2020 mission trip to Estes Park,
istries on March 20.
EPICstorycity ideas.
• Mutual Ministry Team meeting in March.
• Trinity and Confirmation to Meals from the
• Holy Communion Faith Stepping Stone April
Heartland May 1.
th
th
13, 9:00 to noon, open to 4 to 7 graders
• Next meeting: TBD
with parents.
Board of Education— March 14
• Confirmation Sunday: April 28.
• Discussed Spring Mission Project, reviewed
• Discussed EPICstorycity, After School AdvenMarch 10 inter-generational class, and After
ture, and other community outreach plans.
School Adventure plans (April 3 & May 1).
• Next meeting: April 11 7:00 p.m.
• Planned details for Lenten meal, Easter rotations, and Mother’s Day program.
• Next meeting: April 11 or TBD

Church Financials
Financial Report – February 2019
Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

Current & Mission Fund

77,309.17 17,510.56

Improvement Fund

38,193.71

Expenditures

Ending Balance

32,259.09

62,560.64

980.00

0.00

39,173.71

2,819.17

1,010.00

1,875.00

1,954.17

Memorial Fund

55,378.34

0.00

34,442.05

20,936.29

Ministry Fund

7,313.04

0.00

225.98

7,087.06

Missionary Support Fund
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Continued from page 1

To see if and how you have grown in your understanding
of the Holy Spirit? Or, have you seen your actions and
experiences changed because of this? How so? Who can
you share your answers with? Who is processing these
challenging aspects of God along side of you?
Whether you can answer the above questions at this
point or not, my desire is to see us following up with one
-another! Ask your friend, neighbor, or family member
what has stuck out in these conversations. Encourage
one another before, during, and after a sermon or Bible
Study. Keep the conversations going as to how we can
better understand the Holy Spirit and how we can better
Walk in the Spirit on a daily basis! Pray for one another.
Walk with each other. Grow together. This is precisely
how the Holy Spirit wants to Grow Christ’s Church at
Immanuel and across the globe.

Pastor Andrew

6

Adult Education April-May 2019 at Immanuel
Meets Sundays from 8:30-9:15 A.M. in the Social Hall
Explore more at www.thebibleproject.com

Jonah and the Big Fish
Sundays, April 7 & 14
If you have ever attended church, Sunday school,
or bedtime story sessions as a child, you have
likely heard about the story in the Book of Jonah
at some point. But the prophet Jonah's account
of remarkable experiences with storms at sea,
being eaten by a fish, and plants that miraculously
grow and die in a day have lessons that go much
deeper than what is on the surface. Join our conversation about the strangest prophet in the Bible
to find out how his story points toward Jesus and
confronts us with God’s merciful love.

Bible Themes Study from The Bible Project
Sundays, April 28 – May 14
April 28 The Gospel of the Kingdom: This video study traces the origins
of the word “gospel” and how it ties the story of the Old Testament
together with the story of Jesus and his announcement of God’s
kingdom. Jesus brought God’s rule and reign to the world in a very
upside-down way, which is the best news you could ask for.
May 7 The Messiah: This study explores the mysterious promise on
page three of the Bible, that a promised deliverer would one day
come to confront evil and rescue humanity. We trace this theme
through the family of Abraham, the messianic lineage of David, and
ultimately to Jesus who defeated evil by letting it defeat him.

May 14 The Day of the Lord: Does God care about all of the evil humans
perpetrate in our world, and if so, what is He doing about it? This study
explores the different ways that God confronts human evil and the even deeper
spiritual evil that underlies it. Ultimately, we see how Jesus fulfills this storyline
and overcomes evil by allowing it to defeat him.
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Friendly Reminders for Members & Visitors
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Graduates of 2019
Are you or someone you know graduating this spring?
Please tell us about it! This includes all graduates from
high school, college, or any higher education.
We would like to include information about all of our graduates
in the June newsletter. Also, we will be honoring our high school
graduates on Sunday, May 26, and we would like to include
any other graduates in our bulletin on that Sunday.
Please fill out the following information and return to the Immanuel church office
by Monday, May 20 for inclusion in the June newsletter and May 26th bulletin.
Name:____________________________________
What school are you graduating from?____________________________________________
Major/Minor or other Degree, emphasis, and/or certificates:__________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Future Plans:_________________________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________
What school are you graduating from?____________________________________________
Major/Minor or other Degree, emphasis, and/or certificates:__________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Future Plans:_________________________________________________________________
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Upcoming Sunday School Events
April 7: Rolling bandages for GHM
April 14: Making palm crosses
April 21: EASTER—No Sunday School

The Second Grade Sunday School class is taught
by Sarah Jensen. We are so grateful to have Sarah
as part of our Sunday School team! The students
received their Bibles in the fall. They have been
learning how to navigate their way through the
Bible each Sunday as they study their lessons. This is
the first year these students have been part of the
Young Disciples group. They are very enthusiastic
and participate very well within the group.

Intergenerational Sunday RECAP
On Sunday, March 10 we held an Intergenerational Sunday School in the Social Hall. Each table was
a mixture of the Young Disciples and the adults with around 40 people attending. We began with a
“get to know you activity” where everyone in the room interacted with each other. We had a Bible
Trivia game where each table competed as a team. We ended with an activity where Jaynee gave
directions for everyone to follow in drawing a picture. Most of the
pictures ended up looking like the praying man!! Every participant
was given the opportunity to address an envelope with their name
and address and give it to someone at their table to send them a note.
Of course, there were treats!!! It was wonderful seeing the different
generations having fun and working together!
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Community Events
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Church

stories of how difficult times can turn into
blessings.

Library

We have also added the second and third
books to Kingsbury’s “Angels Walking” series.
They are Chasing Sunsets, and Brush of
Wings. As introduced in the first book (also
called Angels Walking) these stories are based
on the premise that there are teams of angels
sent out to accomplish certain tasks on earth.
A diverse cast of characters unknowingly
benefit from the angels interacting as humans
on their behalf. These are compelling stories
and you will want to read them all.

Notes

Read. Study. Learn.
Thank you to everyone who stopped in the
library during our book sale. Many of the
books found new homes and the donations
that were given to buy new books are much
appreciated.

This month’s new non-fiction is Rumors
of Another World, What on Earth Are We
Missing? by Phillip Yancy. While some
people sort out their thoughts by thinking
out loud, Yancy finds writing suits him best.
In this book he asks and seeks to answer the
question, “Is the visible world around us all
there is?” As a Christian he knows there is
more and he explains how and why he
knows and what obligations come with that
knowledge. Phillip Yancy is an engaging
writer who is guaranteed to make you think.

With winter in the rearview mirror, we can
look forward to the warmer “wake-up” days
of spring at last. Take time to check out the
latest additions to the library before you get
too busy.

Karen Kingsbury has written over 20 books
about the Baxter family and their friends, the
Flanigans, but you don’t have to read them all
to enjoy any one of them. Her latest is Love
Story, which is a “prequel” of sorts, telling the
story of how parents John and Elizabeth
Baxter met and the challenging road they
travelled in becoming a family. To fulfill the
requirements for a school project, John Baxter
agrees to be interviewed by his 16 year old
grandson Cole for his history class. As the
interviews progress over a number of weeks,
Cole’s questions stir up many memories for
John—some happy, some painfully sad and
regretful. By the time the project is
completed, both John and Cole have new
insight and appreciation for the lives they
have been blessed with. Kingsbury
simultaneously interweaves the modern day
love story of Cody Coleman and Andi Ellison as
the reader is led to compare the two couples’
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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month
According to the Iowa Department of Human Services, 8,558
Iowa children were found to be abused in 2017. The most common
forms of abuse included denial of critical care, physical injury, exposure to illegal drugs and sexual abuse.
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat child abuse through prevention, safety, and stability services, as well as mental and behavioral health treatment.
Through regular in-home visits to families, LSI’s Early Childhood Services prevent child abuse
by giving parents the support, education, and resources they need to build a healthy, stable
home for their children. In 2018, our Early Childhood programs provided more than 14,000 in
-home visits to families.
LSI’s Family Safety, Risk, and Permanency Services help children and families already involved
in a crisis or abuse situation to become safer and more stable, and LSI’s Bremwood and Beloit
Residential Treatment Centers serve many children and youth who have experienced trauma
from past abuse or neglect.
You make a direct impact on these children and families through your support of LSI. Thank you!

Knowing Katie was there to cheer them on, even
on the bad days, the couple was determined to
beat their addiction. It was time to turn their lives
around and fight for their family.
Amanda and Nathan recently celebrated two
years of sobriety, and all three of their children have returned home. Amanda now also
collaborates with the Iowa child welfare system and organizations like LSI to support more
families in need of the same care she received.

A Life-Changing Service
Amanda felt helpless when her children were
removed from their home. She and her husband, Nathan, struggled with substance use,
and they could no longer provide a safe environment for their children.

“I’m grateful that Katie and LSI were a part of
our lives. They weren’t there to hinder, they
were there to help,” Amanda says. “I feel accomplished, and I feel really good about
where my family is at in our lives. Now I’m just
happy to help other families achieve their
goals and realize they are not alone.”

But with help from LSI’s Family Safety, Risk,
and Permanency Services, Amanda has overcome every obstacle to build a future she only
dreamed possible.
LSI connected Amanda and Nathan to parenting and sobriety resources in their community,
and their LSI worker, Katie, helped them
schedule regular visits with their children.

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds
to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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What Easter does
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is life-changing and life-giving for his
followers. But, as Henry Knox Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news …
does not change the contemporary world.” On earth, we still must
deal with sin, pain, death and brokenness. And “still before us
lie work, discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds. What Easter does,
though, is provide Christians with “the spiritual power to do
the work, accept the discipline and make the sacrifice.”
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear our worldly
troubles with joy, peace and hope. His resurrection
assures us that trials, tears and
suffering are only temporary,
while eternal victory and
life with Jesus are
permanent.
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