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Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday—9 A.M.-12 P.M., 1-3 P.M. 

Fri—9 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Story City, Iowa 

Ministers – All Members 

Pastor Kurt Jensen 
 

 

Third Sunday of Easter                                           April 15, 2018 
 

We Prepare to Worship God 
Prelude   

Opening Hymn         “All Creatures of Our God and King”                                         

 (vv. 1,2,5) No. 63 

Opening Prayer 

Time for Greeting 

Announcements  

Who’s Got the Bag?                                                 Nate Horman  

Young Disciples                       
 

We Hear God's Word  

First Lesson: Psalm 139:1-10, 17-18    

 You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. 2 You know 
when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar 
with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know 
it completely. 5 You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your 
hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
too lofty for me to attain. 
 

   7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 
presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my 
bed in the depths, you are there. 9 If I rise on the wings of the 
dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand 
will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.  
 

   17 How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the 
sum of them! 18 Were I to count them, they would outnumber the 
grains of sand—when I awake, I am still with you. 

 

Second Lesson: Romans 8:28-32    

   We know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For 
those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; 
those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 
glorified. 



Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson                Reader: Terry Thompson            

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Ushers: Ken & Sue Frette, Nancy McMenamin,  

Terry Thompson, Gloria Oberender                             

Greeters: Mike & Ashlee Mullenbach  

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender      Candlelighter: Logan Ihle      
 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is 
for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own 
Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things?  
 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 
 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering     

Offertory                “We Give Thee But Thine Own”          No. 816 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Song, Word and Deed                 
Senior Choir Anthem        “I Really Do Believe”       Dana Mengel 

Sermon                              “I’m With You”                   Pastor Kurt 

   Hymn                       “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                    No. 377       
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 

Prayers of Praise and Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Benediction 

   Closing Hymn             “I Love to Tell the Story”                No. 444 

Postlude 

Prayer Team Available in Chapel 
 
 

 

Welcome to visitors! Brothers and sisters, grace to you through 
our risen Savior. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 221 
 

8:30 A.M. Adult Education: Learning from the Hymns in the 
chapel. Come find out why some of our favorite classic hymns 
have to say to us today! Gospel of John Bible study is held in the 
Social Hall. Bring your Bibles! 

Please join our prayer team each Sunday before and after 
worship (8:00/10:30 A.M.) to pray for worship and other prayer 
requests. We meet in the classroom #5 next to the chapel.    
 

Our condolences to the family and friends of Neva Jean 
Jacobson who passed away April 10. Her visitation and funeral 
were held at Immanuel yesterday. 
 

Our Immanuel Quilters made 143 quilts over the past year for 
Lutheran World Relief. Thank you to Tim Oelschlager and Frank 
Baedke for transporting the quilts yesterday to LWR in Minnesota! 
And thank you to the Men of Immanuel who packed the quilts last 
weekend! Check out LWR.org/get-involved/quilts or the table in 
the narthex to find out more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A short service of Holy Communion will follow our worship 
service today. Anyone is welcome to join us for this intimate 
gathering around our Lord’s Table.  
 

Confirmation Faith Stepping Stone for Confirmands and their 
parents will be held in the Chapel after worship today until noon.  
 

New Small Group and Sermon Series begins today! Based on 
Bob Goff’s book Love Does: Discover a Secretly Incredible Life 
in an Ordinary World. Bob Goff believes that every day of life can 
be lived with enthusiasm and a sense of humor. In this small group 
series, you'll learn that love is a verb, not just a feeling. We’re 
encouraging our small groups to read the book and watch the 
videos each week to go deeper into the series together. If you’re 
not already part of a small group, we invite you to join one or start 
one for this series!  
 

Please join us in the Social Hall following worship today for 
our Potluck! Drinks and tableware provided. Even if you didn’t 
bring a dish to share, please come for fellowship and food!  



Scandinavian Days luncheon and Bake Sale: Scandinavian 
Days will be here before we know it, and it’s time to start planning. 
We will meet in the Cornerstone Room after church TODAY! 
CORE group is hoping that there will be sufficient funds to go 
ahead with the patio/landscaping project on the East side of the 
chapel after this luncheon! The luncheon will be June 2, right after 
the parade. Please mark your calendars and plan to help!  
 

Coffee with Pastor Kurt: I'll have coffee on in the Social Hall on 
Tuesdays at 1 P.M.; I hope you'll stop in for a chat about what's on 
your heart and mind. If that time doesn't work for you or you'd like 
me to drop by for a visit sometime, please let me know!  
 

Women’s Monthly Bible Study will continue on Tuesday, April 17 
at 2 P.M. in the Social Hall. All women are welcome to join us for a 
time of fellowship and study. 
 

May Newsletter Articles & Announcements are due to the 
church office by Friday, April 20 at noon. Note: Late submissions 
are not guaranteed publication. 
 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided!  
 

Blended & Blessed Livestream Event by FamilyLife on Saturday, 
April 21; 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Do you have a unique, blended 
family? You're not alone! With some of today’s most trusted and 
respected experts, the Blended & Blessed event will challenge, 
inspire, and encourage you in your stepfamily marriage. Register 
at www.blendedandblessed.com to watch right from your own 
living room. Cost is $19 and comes with the FREE gift of one  
All-Access Digital Pass from the 2018 event. 
 

Join us next Sunday as we celebrate the Confirmation of ten 
9th graders. Sunday School and Adult Education meets as usual. 
 

Pick up the church directory! Cross your name off the list so we 
know how many people have taken a copy. If we run out, we’ll 
order more! You can also access the directory online—contact the 
church office for the access code!  
 

Bethany Life Delegates are reminded of Bethany Life’s Annual 
Meeting on Thursday, April 26th at 6 P.M. with appetizers served at 
5:30 P.M. 

Don’t forget to check out the periodicals, newsletters, and  
“Our Daily Bread” devotionals in the narthex! 
 

If it has been weighing on your heart to share your faith story, 
favorite scripture, a story or poem or other wisdom with the 
congregation, we encourage you to contact the church office or 
Shirley Frette (515-956-4324). We’d love to add you to Immanuel’s 
“Who’s Got the Bag?” schedule or help you find another way to 
share your story! 
 

The Story City Community Center is looking for 2 volunteers 
from Immanuel to be hosts for Wednesday Fellowship Luncheons 
in June. These volunteers would need to be at the center by 10:30 
A.M. each Wednesday in June to assist the coordinator. 
Volunteers will help fill water and coffee pitchers, assist with 
serving the buffet-style meal, and assist with clean up. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact the church office. 
 

Our church is participating in Compassion Sunday on April 29th. 
This is a national event that helps us grow in our understanding of 
God’s very special love for the poor. It’s also an opportunity for 
each of us to interrupt the cycle of poverty and make a difference 
in the life of at least one child. Compassion is a trustworthy 
organization that has been around for more than 60 years. It’s a 
Christian ministry with very high financial integrity and 
accountability. They only work through local churches in poor 
communities. The $38.00/month to sponsor a specific child helps a 
local church minister to the poorest of the poor in their community. 
Compassion meets physical needs like hunger, clean water, 
education, and health care. Most importantly they introduce 
children to Jesus. On April 29th you will hear a brief Compassion 
presentation with an invitation for you to choose a child that day. 
Please pray about this opportunity ahead of time and consider 
making a life changing decision for you and for a child in need. 
Jesus said in Matthew 25:40 “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.” Please call Al & Sarah Gelner (515-291-4386) if you have 
questions or would like to help that day in any way! Thanks, and 
God Bless! 
 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 



Need a ride to church? Don’t let lack of transportation stop you 
from joining us for worship at Immanuel! Call the church office by 
Friday morning if you need a ride to and/or from worship on 
Sunday—we’ll provide the ride!   
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays.   
 
 

Upcoming Immanuel Youth events! 
If you are interested in participating in any of these,  

please email or call the church office at 

immanuel@iowatelecom.net or 515-733-4972. 
 
 

April 15: Confirmation Faith Stepping Stone after worship 
for students and parents in Cornerstone Room (10:45-noon) 
April 18: 6:30 pizza supper 
6:45-7:45 Trinity and Confirmation classes 
April 21: 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  Confirmation pictures and faith 
talk practice; last Confirmation Faith Stepping Stone for 
students 
April 22: Confirmation Sunday 9:30 a.m. worship 
April 25: Meals from the Heartland food packaging in Des 
Moines for Trinity and Confirmation students  
4:30 pizza supper; leave at 5:00; return by 9:00 or so  
May 2: 6:45-7:45 last Trinity class (no pizza supper) 
7:00-8:30 first night of HS youth group; 8th graders invited! 

 
Questions? Want to volunteer to help with any of these events or 

other youth opportunities? Contact us: 
 

Frank Baedke: fbaedke@rocketmail.com; 515-231-2255 

Kay Billings: kay.m.billings@gmail.com; 515-291-4944 

Chris Dahl: dahlch01@gmail.com; 515-865-5901 

Pastor Kurt: jensku01@gmail.com; 515-733-4972 

April 15-April 22, 2018 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

 
Sunday, April 15 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Service of Holy Communion  
     10:30 A.M.   Scandinavian Days Planning Meeting 
     10:30 A.M.   Congregational Potluck (Social Hall) 
     10:30 A.M.   Confirmation FSS    
 
Monday, April 16 

9:00 A.M.   Staff Meeting 
6:30 P.M.   Call Committee Meeting (Chapel) 

 
Tuesday, April 17 

1:00 P.M.   Coffee with Pastor Kurt (Social Hall) 
2:00 P.M.   Women’s Bible Study 

 
Wednesday, April 18 

6:30 P.M.   Pizza Supper for Trinity/Confirmation Students 
6:45 P.M.   Trinity & Confirmation Classes  

       7:15 P.M.   Senior Choir 
 
Friday, April 20—Newsletter Article Deadline 
     10:00 A.M.   Folding Bulletins 
  
Saturday, April 21 
       8:00 A.M.   Men of Immanuel  
       9:00 A.M.   Confirmation Pictures and Practice 
               
Sunday, April 22—Confirmation Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
     11:00 A.M.   Social Hall reserved    

tel:%28515%29%20733-4972
tel:%28515%29%20865-5901
tel:%28515%29%20733-4972

