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Session 4
The Coming Age

Ephesians 1:15-23

Paul’s Prayer for an Apocalypse

“For this reason  .  .  . “  

Paul’s Prayer for an Apocalypse

“For this reason  .  .  . “  (1:15-16)

For this reason, I too, having heard of the faith in 
the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your 
love for all the saints, do not cease giving thanks 
for you, while making mention of you in my 
prayers;
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Paul’s Prayer for an Apocalypse

“For this reason  .  .  . “  (1:17-18)

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and 
of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray 
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened,

Paul’s Prayer for an Apocalypse

.  .  .  so that you will know (1:18-19)

what is the hope of His calling, 

what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and 

what is the surpassing greatness of His power 
toward us who believe.

Paul’s Prayer for an Apocalypse

this hope, this inheritance, this power (1:20)

These are in accordance with the working of the 
strength of His might which He brought about in 
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly
places
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Paul’s Prayer for an Apocalypse

The Position of the Messiah   (1:21)

far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the one to come.

Paul’s Prayer for an Apocalypse

The Power of the Messiah  (1:22-23)

And He put all things in subjection under His            
feet, and 
gave Him as head over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him 
who fills all in all.

Paul’s Theology

He was trained in Hebrew theology: 

Two Ages

The Earthly Age The Heavenly Age to Come
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Paul’s Theology

Two Ages
The transition from this age to the future age

is called The Day of the Lord

The Earthly Age The Heavenly Age to Come

Two-Age Theology

Earthly
Evil - sin
Death
Slavery
Violence
Curse

Heavenly
Justice - Love
Life
Freedom
Peace
Blessing

Two-Age Theology

Earthly
Evil - sin
Death
Slavery
Violence
Curse

Heavenly
Justice - Love
Life
Freedom
Peace
Blessing

The Day 
of the Lord

Divine Justice
Resurrection
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The Day of the Lord

Isaiah 11:1,2 Prophesied before the exile

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse,
And a branch from his roots will bear fruit.

The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, 
The spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The spirit of counsel and strength,
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

The Day of the Lord

Isaiah 11:4

But with righteousness He will judge the poor,
And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth;
And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,
And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.

The Day of the Lord

Ezekiel 30:1-3 Prophesied during the exile

The word of the Lord came again to me saying, “Son of 
man, prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God,

“Wail, ‘Alas for the day!’
“For the day is near,

Even the day of the Lord is near;
It will be a day of clouds,
A time of doom for the nations.
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The Day of the Lord

Joel 2:1 Prophesied after the Return

Blow a trumpet in Zion,
And sound an alarm on My holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
For the day of the LORD is coming;
Surely it is near,

The Day of the Lord

Joel 2:11 Prophesied after the Return

The LORD utters His voice before His army;
Surely His camp is very great,
For strong is he who carries out His word.
The day of the LORD is indeed great and very    

awesome,
And who can endure it?

The Day of the Lord

Joel 2:25,26 Prophesied after the Return

Then I will make up to you for the years
That the swarming locust has eaten,
The creeping locust, the stripping locust and the 

gnawing locust,
My great army which I sent among you.

You will have plenty to eat and be satisfied
And praise the name of the LORD your God,  .  .  .
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The Day of the Lord

Zecheriah 14:1-3 Prophesied after the Return

Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil 
taken from you will be divided among you. For I will 
gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, .  .  . 

Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those 
nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.

Two-Age Theology

Earthly
Evil - sin
Death
Slavery
Violence
Curse

Heavenly
Justice - Love
Life
Freedom
Peace
Blessing

The Day 
of the Lord

Divine Justice
Resurrection

Two-Age Theology

Earthly
Evil - sin
Death
Slavery
Violence
Curse

Heavenly
Justice - Love
Life
Freedom
Shalom
Blessing

The Day 
of the Lord
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The Apocalypse Theology

Earthly
Realm

Heavenly
Realm

The Apocalypse Theology

Earthly
Realm

Heavenly
Realm

Inauguration Culmination

Assignments for Next week

1. Review these verses In Ephesians
• 1:20-21 2:2 3:10 6:12

2. Who do these verses speak of?

3. Where in our Old Testament are such powers 
mentioned?
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