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The Universe

God or Ultimate Reality

Truth
Humankind

“Now I know that the Lord is greater than all 
the gods; indeed, it was proven when they 
dealt proudly against the people.” Ex 18:11
“Because they have forsaken Me and have 
burned incense to other gods, that they might 
provoke Me to anger with all the works of their 
hands; therefore My wrath will be poured out 
on this place and it shall not be quenched.” ’ 2 
Chron 34:25



“But God turned away and delivered them up to 
serve the host of heaven; as it is written in the 
book of the prophets, ‘It was not to Me that you 
offered victims and sacrifices forty years in the 
wilderness, was it, O house of Israel? ‘You also 
took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star 
of the god Rompha, the images which you made 
to worship. I also will remove you beyond 
Babylon.’

THE EPHESIAN CONTEXT

THE WAR MOTIF

THE VICTORY OF CHRIST

THE POWERS IN EPHESIANS

THE EPHESIAN CONTEXT
EPHESIANS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN 
WRITTEN TO A GROUP OF CHURCHES IN 
WESTER ASIA MINOR NEEDING HELP IN 
DEVELOPING A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE/
WORLDVIEW ON THE “POWERS” AND 
ENCOURAGEMENT IN THEIR ONGOING 
STRUGGLES WITH THESE PERNICIOUS 
SPIRITUAL FORCES.



THE EPHESIAN CONTEXT
far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the one to come. 
1:21
in which you formerly walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 
working in the sons of disobedience. 2:2

THE EPHESIAN CONTEXT
so that the manifold wisdom of God 
might now be made known through the 
church to the rulers and the authorities 
in the heavenly places. 3:10

Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you will be able to stand firm against 
the schemes of the devil. 6:11

THE EPHESIAN CONTEXT
For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 
6:12



THE EPHESIAN CONTEXT

For by Him all things were created, 
both in the heavens and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things have been created through 
Him and for Him. COL 1:16

THE EPHESIAN CONTEXT

COL 2:8, 15; GAL 1:3-4, 4:3, 
8-9; 
1 COR 2:6-8, 15:24-26; ROM 
8:38-39

These are in accordance with the 
working of the strength of His 
might which He brought about in 
Christ, when He raised Him from 
the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly 
places,



far above all rule and authority 
and power and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the 
one to come.

And He put all things in 
subjection under His feet, and 
gave Him as head over all things 
to the church, which is His body, 
the fullness of Him who fills all in 
all.

THE WAR MOTIF

ALL HIS ENEMIES ARE UNDER 
HIS FEET

PUT ON THE FULL 
ARMOR OF GOD



For He must reign until He has 
put all His enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be 
abolished is death.
1 CORINTHIANS 15:25-27

For He has put all things in 
subjection under His feet. But 
when He says, “All things are 
put in subjection,” it is evident 
that He is excepted who put all 
things in subjection to Him.
1 CORINTHIANS 15:25-27
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All the spirits called on and revered 
in magic, astrology and the pagan 
cults were [ARE] evil and 
"demonic." 

Clinton E. Arnold. Powers of Darkness: PrincipaliPes & Powers in Paul's LeSers (Kindle LocaPon 1034). 

Kindle EdiPon. 

1. The superiority of the power of God and 
supremacy of Christ 
2. Access for the believer to the power of 
Christ 
3. A new means of access to divine power 
4. A new perspecPve on the powers 
5. A new posture toward the powers 
6.A new purpose for divine power


