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Make It Better!   
Well, it’s a new year, and all of us probably desire to have a better 2017  
than 2016.  Maybe last year was favorable for you and you want the 
new year greater.  That’s a good thing.  But I want to encourage you to 
make sure that Jesus is at the center of your life this year and that you 
pursue Him as your first goal.  I urge you to read Luke 10:38-42.  

That is my passion for 2017: to know Him and experience His power 
within my heart (Phil 3:10), my family, and the ministry given to me.  
In the last 12 weeks, we have had some awesome worship services.  A 
strong presence of the Spirit has been manifest and we are witnessing 
people being overwhelmed and transformed.  This is resulting in our 
people surrendering more of their heart and hands to the Lord.  In the 
last 30 days, we have witnessed people tithe for the very first time and 
others being very generous with their time, talents and treasures.  We 
stuffed 40 envelopes with $5 and an inviter card and challenged our 
people to ask God to show them who to give it to.  We are getting 
joyful reports of blessings.  One church member gave it to a woman in 
a grocery store parking lot and the woman asked “did God tell you to 
give this to me?”, and when the member said “yes” the lady wept and 
responded “I had no money for my son’s birthday”.  The member was 
so moved she emptied her wallet with about “$65”.  WOW! 

In January we started a partnership with a non-profit called Market on 
the Move (MOM).  As some of you know, southern Arizona grows an 
enormous amount of produce. So much food that regional grocery 
stores cannot buy it all.  MOM takes the excess to food banks and also 
sets up random farmers markets in Tucson and the Phoenix metro.  We 
decided to host a monthly farmers market as a way to do outreach.  
MOM already has a following on FaceBook.  They deliver the food, we 
distribute on site, and MOM picks up any leftovers.  We were told that 
we should expect 40 - 60 people the first time, but we had 175 guests, 
of which we invited every one of them to try us out.  We also had 10 
volunteers sign up to serve, but had 19 show up.  A Girl Scout leader 

Achievements 

85 @ Christmas Eve service

7 New Prospects

175 guests @ our Farmers Market

Launched new Prayer Team

Added 4 to our Tech Team

Upcoming Plans 

Host 3 farmers markets by June

Booth at sports park grand open

Finding a new campus location

1 Block Party and Worship Night

Serve at 2 school events 

Financial Update 

Thanks for praying for our needs.  
In July we were still in the “red”, 
but we ended 2016 with a very 
positive surplus (rounded)…

Revenue $ 118,119.00
Expenses $ 102,985.00
Surplus $ 15,134.00

This surplus will give us a good 
jolt to start 2017.  We are praying 
for an additional increase of 
$2500-3000 per month so that 
we can have funds for future rent 
without making ministry cuts.

METRO MISSION 
Steve & Angela Spratlin | Phoenix | Arizona



December 2016 - January 2017  

asked if her 4 seniors could volunteer next time.  A honey vendor is 
coming next month and two children in our church are going to have a 
classic lemonade stand.  Simply amazing.  

Media Mania… 
Currently we are in the process to raise awareness of the church’s 
presence in the community and offer greater opportunity for people to 
hear the Gospel message.  Two weeks ago we tested FaceBook Live by 
videoing an entire worship service.  We had over 70 watch…about 
30-40% stay through the whole live event.  We plan to use FaceBook, 
Twitter, and Instagram in the coming months for promoting events and 
awareness.  On March 26th we plan to have a big baptism day, in which 
we hope to do video stories that will load on our YouTube channel via 
our website.  We plan to show the video testimonies prior to each 
person’s baptisms.  Also, starting this coming Sunday, we are starting a 
new sermon series “IF I FOLLOW”.   We hope to start recording 
Steve’s sermons and loading them on our website:  mountainridge.org  

In addition, the school district office contacted us with an offer to do a 
video interview with Steve on our church’s partnership with 
Tumbleweed Elementary since we have had a huge impact on their staff 
and students.  The school district community outreach director wants 
to share the story with other schools and business partners about the 
value of having faith partners.  We are scheduling the video shoot in 
early March.  Lastly, we are hoping that God will add someone to our 
church body who has a passion and gifting for videography and skilled 
in website/app management.  All these media outlets, we believe will 
help us impact our community and create a stronger presence for 
future Gospel opportunities.  

A Personal Note
In December we had planned to drive to Tennessee for Christmas, but 
we received a love offering from a church partner to fly.  That was a 
huge blessing!  We put our house up for sale on February 1st and have 
had over 5 showings in the first two weeks.  John graduates from high 
school…he got a job as a server at a in-house restaurant of a retirement 
village and just got promoted to host.  Jacob will be finishing his job at 
the end of April and moving to Arizona (or earlier if the house sells 
quick).  Angela will be at her university job for one year next month, 
but is looking for another position on campus.  Our apartment lease is 
up at the end of April and we hope to purchase a house (or rent at a 
minimum).  We know God’s timing and sovereign hand will make all 
the pieces come together at just the right moment. 

Prayer Requests

Angela to transfer to a new job at 
the University 

Steve finish “Multiply” course well

Steve’s margin and weekly 
balance with demands & needs

Reliable transportation for John

Our Tennessee house to sell for 
good price and the right timing

Finalizing our summer strategies 
for visiting mission teams  

Moving our church campus to a 
new location

Possibly bringing on 4 Interns:  
Outreach, Music, Children, Tech

Doubling our small groups 

Increased salvations & baptisms 

Establishing more local and 
national ministry partners

To view our Church Planter 
Profile for Phoenix and look at 
ways to get involved, please 
visit… namb.net/phoenix and 
click on Planter Profiles 

For more information on our 
church’s ministry…visit… 

 www.mountainridge.org 

For more information on 
NAMB & church planting…  

www.namb.net
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