
Annual Membership Meeting Minutes  
Unity Spiritual Center in the Rockies  

March 21, 2021  

MEETING OPENING:  The meeting, held on Zoom, was called to order at 11:00 a.m. 
by Derek Reid, 2019-2020 Board President. A count indicated sufficient number of 
members present to represent a quorum.  

OPENING PRAYER: Keeper of the Flame Norma Crawford conducted the opening 
prayer.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  There was no Annual Meeting in 2020. 

INTRODUCTION OF CANDIDATES: Derek Reid, Board President, introduced each 
of the candidates for the Board of Trustees for the 2021-2023 term, and each spoke 
briefly: Susan Anderson, Jami Finn, and Peg Nugent.  Derek proposed that one vote be 
taken for all three, because there are three vacant positions and three candidates. 

NOMINATION OF NOMINATING TEAM MEMBER AND ALTERNATE: The 
following members volunteered to serve on next year’s Nominating Team: Sylvia 
Strickland and Susan Quilleash-Nelson.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Rev. Ahriana presented the 2020 Financial Report,  
reviewing the 2020 Actual Income and Expenses against the 2020 Budget.  Proceeds 
from the sale of the Fillmore Center, after paying off the mortgages on the main building 
and Fillmore Center on September 30, 2020, totaled $94,102.76. Total income, excluding 
the Fillmore Center sale, was $189,352.55.  Total expenses were $208,943.35. The final 
balance was -$19,590.80. In order to stop taking loans against our equity, a $25,000 line 
of credit was established six years ago. This amount was expanded in 2020 to $50,000 
when the mortgage was paid in full. There was a zero balance on the line of credit at 
year-end.  

We received $24,900 in PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) funds, which covered our 
deficit, and we are hopeful this amount will be forgiven.  We also are working on round 2 
of the PPP at this time.  A six-month budget for 2021 has been prepared, with plans to 
work on the budget for July-December after the new Board is in place.  Rev. Ahriana also 
shared income and expenses for January-February 2021.  Income has been $24,167.72 
and expenses $29,233.43, for a deficit of $5,065.71. After paying off the line of credit and 
re-establishing the ministerial search fund, the balance in the reserves is $76,373.48.  The 
current average deficit each month is $1,500-$3,000, depending on expenses. 
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MINISTER’S REPORT:  

• After introducing the staff and acknowledging staff departures, Rev. Ahriana 
highlighted several statistics: 160 members. Average online attendees total 60-80 
people per week.  An average of 7 children regularly participated in YFM at the 
beginning of 2020; there was YFM programming during the pandemic, but no 
classes were offered.  There are 1,213 people subscribing to our e-bulletin and 1,333 
on our Facebook page.  We added participants from coast to coast.  Prayer 
Chaplains made 1,750 calls.  

• Community outreach projects included financial or volunteer support to various 
organizations including Silent Unity, Unity Worldwide Ministries, Unity South 
Central Region, Westside CARES, the Benevolence Fund, Uganda Refugee Camp 
and School, and Christmas Tree Project.  Rev. Ahriana’s 2020 volunteer efforts 
included serving as president of the Unity South Central Region and on the UWM 
Interfaith Team, as well as writing the In Good Faith weekly column in the Indy. 

• Rev. Ahriana highlighted that the entire staff, Board, and community adjusted to an 
online format to protect each other from Covid-19 exposure.  Additionally, our 
building was vandalized on April 1, 2020; the entire repair and cleaning process has 
been completed, with the exception of the north door, which will be completed in 
April.  Unity’s mailbox has been replaced 3 times during the year. 

• 2021 Objectives are to hire a new Senior Minister; replace staff; return to our 
building; complete the installation of our new AV system; continue online services 
in some way; and reconnect. 

MINISTERIAL SEARCH REPORT:  Derek Reid, who is completing his term on the 
Board, will lead the Ministerial Search Committee. Other Search Committee members 
are Don Turner, Vern Vobejda, Debi Flora, and Gloria Hearten. To date, a survey has been 
conducted of our membership to determine what qualities we are looking for in a new 
Senior Minister. Based on community feedback, our Senior Minister job description and 
packet have been submitted to Unity Worldwide Ministries. Once the candidate interview 
process is begun, members will be surveyed again for their input regarding specific 
candidates. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BALLOT RESULTS: Board President Derek Reid shared that 
candidates for the three open Board positions were approved: Susan Anderson, Jami Finn, 
and Peg Nugent.  Departing Board members Shenna Lee-Belmore, Betty Grant, and 
Derek were recognized and thanked for their service. 
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INTRODUCTION OF NEW BOARD PRESIDENT: Patsy Prather spoke briefly after 
introduction as 2021-22 Board President.  
 
CLOSING PRAYER: Keeper of the Flame Norma Crawford presented the closing 
prayer.  
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