
The Gift of Faith 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 

The nine gifts we are studying are classified in groups three: Three gifts of revelation; 
three gifts of power and three vocal gifts. 

 
We finished the three revelation gifts: Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, and 

Discerning of Spirits.   
 

Tonight, we begin our study with the gifts of "power." 
 

Faith - Working of miracles - Gifts of healings 
 

Faith is possibly the greatest of the three gifts of power. 
 

The gift of faith must be distinguished from the general concept of faith that we find 
throughout the Bible. 

 
The gift of faith is different from "saving" faith. 

 
Saving faith comes at salvation; it is a gift of God. 

 
Ephesians 2:8 
 
Romans 12:3 
 

The gift of faith Paul is speaking of, as a gift of the Spirit, can only be received after 
salvation and after receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

 
The gift of faith is different from natural faith. 

 
This is the kind of faith a farmer has when he plants a crop; he sows his seed and without 

a doubt believes it will grow and produce a harvest. 
 

Natural faith is like a "head faith." 
 

Satan and his demonic foes have this type of faith. 
 

James 2:19 
 
The devils do not cast doubt on things they do not believe, but on the things that they do 

believe.  
 

The gift of faith is distinct and separate from faith; the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

Faith, the fruit of the Spirit, is more accurately translated as "faithfulness." 



 
The gift of faith is for power. 

 
The fruit of faith is for character. 

 
Faith is both a "fruit" and a "gift." 

 
The gift of faith is different from the working of miracles even though both produce 

miracles.   
 

The operation of miracles is active and instantaneous; faith is passive and at times drawn 
out. 

 
Miracles' power does things by the Spirit. 

 
Faith's power received and enjoys things by the Spirit. 

 
Daniel in the lions’ den - Had he killed the lions that would have been a miracle wrought 

by the working of miracles. 
 

But that he rested unharmed in the presence of those hungry lions was a miracle brought 
about by the gift of faith. 

 
The working of miracles employs active faith that actively works a miracle. 

 
The gift of faith employs active faith that passively expects a miracle. 

 
Illustrate: Jesus calming the storm on the Sea of Galilee.   

 
The gift of faith is not a saving faith, natural faith, fruit of faith; or is it the gift of 

working of miracles. 
 

The gift of faith is a supernatural endowment by the Spirit whereby that which is uttered 
or desired by man or spoken by God shall eventually come to pass. 

 
It is the faith of God operating through a "God-filled" and "God-dominated" individual. 

 
Mark 11:22-23 
 

The gift of faith is for the accomplishing of the purposes of God and for emergencies.   
 

The gift of faith is different from working of miracles or gifts of healing in that its 
operations are not immediate or generally observable.   

 
Working of miracles - the parting of the Red Sea or of the Jordon River 

 



The operation of the gift of faith is more of a process that could only be fulfilled over a 
longer period of time  

 
Genesis 27:27 
 
The gift of faith is erroneously regarded as the basis of all the other gifts of the Spirit; in 

other words, we must have it to be used in the other gifts. 
 

To believe that only confuses the different kinds of faith. 
 

It takes faith to be used in the gifts of the Spirit, but this is not the gift of faith; rather, a 
general faith. 

 
All nine gifts of the Spirit operate by faith; even the "gift of faith"  takes general faith to 

operate. 
 

Hebrews 11:16 
 

The writer of Hebrews is referring to a general faith. 
 

The world only has a natural faith or a head faith, but as Spirit-baptized believers, we 
have a general faith that can operate the gift of faith. 

 
The gift of faith does not include nor substitute nor swap all other faith. 

 
The gift of faith serves like all the other gifts of the Spirit; temporary ends till that which 

is perfect is come. 
 

The gift of faith was used to protect Daniel in the den of lions; thus, it was used for 
personal protection in dangerous circumstances. 

 
It has been used for supernatural sustenance in the time of famine or fasting. (Elijah) 

 
Illustrate: George Muller fed hundreds of orphans daily. 

 
The gift of faith has been used to raise the dead. (Lazarus)   

 
The working of miracles works miracles while the gift of faith trusts for miracles. 

 
The gifts overlap at times as in the case of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 

 
Matthew 17:27 
 

Word of knowledge or a working of miracles? 
 



The exercise of the gift of faith brings an assurance of the answer after praying in the 
Spirit as described by Paul in the Book of Romans. 

 
Romans 8:26 
 

Elijah pouring water on the sacrifice.   
 

The operation of this gift may be less spectacular than the other gifts; it often operates 
secretly and silently over long periods of time. 

 
It operates only to fulfill the purpose and will of God. 

 
 
 
 


