
Interpretation of Tongues 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 

With the exercise of these nine gifts of the Spirit, we can know supernaturally, act 
supernaturally, and speak supernaturally. 

 
We can have the mind of God - Word of knowledge, word of wisdom, and discerning of 

spirits. 
 

We can have the power of God - Faith, working of miracles, and gifts of healings. 
 

We can have the voice of God - prophecy, tongues, and interpretation of tongues. 
 

By now I am sure you are aware that of the nine gifts of the Spirit, seven of them were 
common to both the Old and New Testaments; while tongues and interpretation have 

come into operation only since Pentecost. 
 

Interpretation of tongues is absolutely dependent upon the operation of the gift of tongues 
for its use. 

 
Interpretation of tongues is the supernatural showing forth by the Spirit of the meaning of 

an utterance in other tongues.   
 

This interpretation is not an operation of the mind of the interpreter, but the mind of the 
Spirit of God. 

 
The interpreter never understands the tongue he is interpreting; it is entirely supernatural. 

 
Please note that it is an interpretation and not a translation. 

 
An interpretation deals more with what is the meaning to the utterance given. 

 
The purpose of this gift: 

 
1.  To render the gift of tongues intelligible to others so that the church and the speaker in  
     tongues, may receive edifying. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:5 
 
2.  To make clear the understanding of the speaker in other tongues that which has  
     already been made a blessing through the speaking in tongues. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:13-14 
 

Now its obvious that every time we pray in tongues in private there is no need for an 
interpretation; this is not the gift of tongues being exercised here. 



 
We desire to edify the body of Christ with an interpretation of tongues.  

 
Observations and regulations: 

 
Most of the obstacles with this gift will vanish when you consider the exact title of the 

gift. 
 

1.  It is the "gift of interpretation;" not translation of tongues. 
 

Joseph interpreted the dream of the butler and baker. 
 

Matthew 13:24-30 
 
Matthew 13:36-43 
 
Matthew 6:26-34 
 
The words that Jesus spoke here were probably in Aramaic, but when we read them today 

they have been translated in our versions as "Behold the fowls of the air... consider the 
lilies of the field..." 

 
Another translation says, "Look at the birds which fly in the air... learn a lesson from the 

wild lilies..." 
 

Both are legitimate translations - in a translation many varieties of expression might be 
employed and many details added without altering the sense of the words so far as the 

message is concerned. 
 

How do you translate this word?  "Nevertheless" 
 

My point is this, interpretation differs from translation in that there is more liberty of 
expression in interpretation than in translation. 

 
This helps explain why an utterance in tongues is sometimes much briefer than the 

interpretation.  
 

The interpreter is not a translator. 
 

2.  Notice also that the temperament, natural gifts, training as well as the nationality of 
     the possessor of this gift will influence the interpretation.   
 

The difference in disposition, training, and experience accounts for the difference in 
expression. 

 
God gives his revelation to the man who digs ditches as well as to the educated lawyer. 



 
3.  The one who brings forth an utterance in tongues is instructed to pray that he may  
      interpret. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:13 
 

God is concerned that the church be edified.  
 

4.  Let one interpret.   
 
1 Corinthians 14:27 
 
This does not mean that the same individual is to be used in the interpretation every time; 

there are a number of people God desires to use in the setting to bring forth the 
interpretation. 

 
God gives severally as He wills. 

 
1 Corinthians 14:30 
 

This forbids selfishness and strife in the use of the gifts. 
 

One individual utterance must receive not more than one interpretation even though a 
dozen individuals might have the interpretation.   

 
The purpose of this regulation is twofold: 

 
 A.  There should be no refusal to interpret where the gift of tongues is       
        legitimately employed. 
 
 B.  There is to be no competition among interpreters in showing forth the          
       Spirit's meaning. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:26 
 
5.  It requires more faith to exercise this gift than it does to exercise the gift of tongues. 
 

All gifts require faith in God. 
 

The reason more faith is required with interpretation of tongues is because the 
interpretation is understood by our minds; thus, the devil will try to silence us by 

suggesting that what we are saying is only us making it up. 
 

Has the Devil ever suggested to you that heaven is not real, or that perhaps you are not 
even saved? 

 



The greater the gift, the greater the faith needed for its operation. 
 

There is a real need in the church today for a greater sensitivity to the Spirit of God. 
 

Learn to move in the time in which the Holy Spirit desires to choose. 
 

Allow God to use you. 
 

Always show respect for the Spirit's moving. 
 

Covet earnestly the best gift. 
 
 

 


