
Gifts of the Spirit 
1 Corinthians 2:1-6 
 

The "gifts of the Spirit" occupy a good portion of the Word of God. 
 

There is a difference between the "gift of the Spirit" and the "gifts of the Spirit". 
 

The gift of the Spirit is the Holy Spirit Himself; another term for the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
Gifts of the Spirit are special endowments given by the Spirit to individuals in the church.   

 
The New Testament uses a number of different words to convey the idea of spiritual gifts. 

 
Spirituals - 1 Corinthians 12:1 - 14:1 

 
When used as "spirituals" it emphasizes that these gifts are the direct working of the Holy 

Spirit as distinguished from other gifts. 
 

Charismata 
 

It points out that these gifts are bestowed on the basis of God's grace. 
 

They are freely given and are not granted on the basis of our own individual worthiness.  
 

We often think that there are only nine gifts of the Spirit, but this is far from the truth.   
 

The Biblical pattern for the gifts is given in four passages of Scripture.   
 

Chapter 12 outlines the pattern, chapter 13 shows the balance of love, and chapter 14 
deals with the regulation of the gifts. 

 
1 Corinthians 12:8-11 = gifts 
 
1 Corinthians 12:28-30 = Body and member 
  
Romans 12:6-8 = grace 
 
Ephesians 4:7-12 = grace and gift 
 

Just as there are four keys passages making reference to the gifts, there are four key 
words in those passages of Scripture: grace, gift, body, and member. 

 
The word "grace" indicated that the gift is unmerited; it does not come as a bonus for 

being good. 
 



"Gift" indicates that this manifestation finds its origin in the grace of God. 
 

The word "body" shows that the gifts are for the profit of the church; the Body of Christ. 
 

The word "member" points to the fact that the divine empowering operates through 
individual members.   

 
Just as there are four key passages referring to the gifts, and there are four key words in 

these passages, there are also four key statements in 1 Corinthians 12. 
 

Verse 4: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
 
Verse 5: There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
 
Verse 6: There are diversities of operations, but the same God. 
 
Verses 12, 14: There are many members, but one Body. 
 

By this we learn that there are three manifestation of the Spirit. 
 

Gifts of the Spirit - Administrations or gifts of ministry - Operations of the Spirit  
 

These are to occur in the Body of Christ through various members. 
 

In this chapter, the word “body” is mentioned 18 times, “member” 14 times, and “gifts” 6 
times. 

 
Everyone of us has a ministry to perform; a function to fulfill in the Body of Christ. 

 
Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor, Teacher 

 
Exhortation, giving, ruling, showing mercy, helps or governments. 

 
The emphasis is always on the unity of the Church. 

 
We will look at the nine gifts in 1 Corinthians 12. 

 
The mind of God: word of wisdom, word of knowledge, and discerning of spirits 

 
The power of God: faith, gifts of healing, working of miracles 

 
The voice of God: prophecy, tongues, the interpretation of tongues 

 
These three groups allow us to know the supernaturally, to act supernaturally and to 

speak supernaturally. (Myer Pearlman) 
 



Three gifts of revelation; three gifts of power, and three gifts of inspiration. (Harold 
Horton) 

 
Paul said I would not have you ignorant.   

 
What was the ignorance of the gifts among the Corinthians? 

 
Their ignorance was in knowing how to use them; they did not know how to employ the 

gifts and submit the control of them to the leading of the Spirit.   
 

There is a also a present-day ignorance concerning the gifts of the Spirit. 
 

Many people know nothing about the gifts of the Spirit at all. 
 

Among those that know and understand the gifts; there is a fear to permit them to operate 
in a service.   

 
It is God's will for the manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit to operate today. 

 
Without the gift of the Holy Spirit, the church is like a body without legs, arms, eyes or 

ears; it becomes just a torso.   
 

The manifestation of the Spirit helps give us the witness needed. 
 

All nine gifts of the Spirit are resident in and controlled by the Holy Spirit.   
 

All the gifts are supernatural; not the development of any natural gift or faculty.   
 

How are the gifts received? 
 

1.  We must first receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
 
2.  Paul said for us to covet earnestly or hunger after the best gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31). 
 
3.  We are to pray for the gifts to be manifested in our lives. 
 
4.  It would seem according to 1 Timothy 4:14 and 2 Timothy 1:6, that Timothy received  
     gifts by the laying on of hands and being prayed for. 
 
5.  Upon many they are bestowed without any conscience effort; especially true in the 
     case of tongues. 
 
1 Peter 4:10 


