
Discerning of Spirits 
 

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 
We have classified these nine gifts into groups of three: revelation gifts, power gifts, and 

vocal gifts. 
 

We can know the mind of God, experience the power of God, and hear the voice of God. 
 

Revelation gifts 
 

Word of wisdom - Word of knowledge - Discerning of spirits 
 

Word of Wisdom is simply a revelation of the purpose or will of God concerning people, 
things, or events in the future or looking to the future. 

 
Word of knowledge is more a revelation of past happening or of things happening or 

existing at the present time. 
 

We are studying the gifts in their three divisions; not necessarily in order as they are 
mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12. 

 
Discerning of spirits is much more limited in range or scope than the word of wisdom or 

a word of knowledge.   
 

The gift is completely supernatural. 
 

It indicates the source of the supernatural working and shows whether the source is 
devilish or from God. 

 
Discerning of spirits gives supernatural insight into the realm of spirits. 

 
It reveals the kind of spirit that is motivating a person at the time the manifestation is 

taking place. 
 

Notice it is not discernment (no such gift); it is discerning of spirits. 
 

1.  It is not a revelation of men's thoughts. 
 

It is not discerning of character of thought nor heart, but of spirits. 
 

There are three kinds of spirits: the Divine, the satanic, and the human. 
 

The human spirit is natural. 
 

The gift of discerning of spirits is only to distinguish the Divine from the satanic. 



 
Our natural spirit in man is never supernatural. 

 
2.  Discerning of spirits is not psychological insight.   
 

It is supernatural insight. 
 

There are those who have a supernatural power at work with them. 
 

Discerning the spirits is designed to strip the mask from such supernatural manifestations 
and discover behind them Satan and his evil spirit at work. 

 
Any supernatural force that operates at the will of man is devilish and is certainly not of 

God. 
 

3.  Discerning of spirits is not the power to discover the faults in others. 
 

The uses of this gift: 
 

1.  To help in delivering the afflicted, tormented and oppressed.  
 

There are a number of diseases and torments caused by demon possession, demon 
oppression, and/or demon oppression.  

 
That's not to say that anyone who is sick, or diseased or even commits suicide is demon 

possessed or demon oppressed.  
 

There is a Scriptural difference for instance between lunacy and demon possession 
(Matthew 4:24). 

 
Lunacy is a sickness of the mind or brain and will respond to medical science and God 

can heal. 
 

Demon possession will never yield to anything but the power of God. 
 

2.  To discover a servant of the devil. 
 
Acts 13:9-10 
 

The man's sin was in the fact he submitted to demon authority; therefore, his terrible 
punishment of blindness by the hand of God. 

 
3.  To aid in revealing the plans of the adversary. 
 
Acts 16:16-18 
 



4.  To expose errors. 
 
1 Timothy 4:1-2 
 

There are many a foul demon under the clerical cloak today preaching with pleasing 
voices and beautiful illogical lies instead of truth. 

 
When these "lying" doctrines are accompanied by miracles, signs, and wonders, this gift 

of discerning of spirit is needed to discern the evil. 
 

Everything that shines is not gold. 
 

5.  To unmask demon miracle workings. 
 

Wherever there is the true, there must of necessity be the false. 
 

Revelation 16:14 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:4 
 

The success of the counterfeit is in its likeness to the real. 
 

Scriptural ways to test spirits: 
 

1 John 4:1-6 
 

The existence of this gift proves the reality of evil spirits that torment and destroy 
mankind. 

 
Be filled with the Holy Spirit; this is God's plan for stopping the power of the devil. 


