
Word of Knowledge 
 

1 Corinthians 12:8 
 

There are three gifts of revelation, three gifts of inspiration, and three gifts of power. 
 

With the operation of these three gifts, we can know supernaturally, act supernaturally, 
and speak supernaturally.  

 
Or to put it another way, we can have the mind of God, experience the power of God, and 

hear the voice of God.  
 

A word of wisdom is a revelation of the purpose or will of God concerning people, 
things, or events in the future. 

 
It is a miracle within itself and it is supernatural in delivery. 

 
Second revelation gift - A word of knowledge 

 
The word of knowledge is the revelation to man by the Spirit of some detail of that "All 

knowledge". 
 

The revelation could be of the existence, condition or whereabouts of some person or 
object or place of the location or occasion of some event. 

 
Not a gift of knowledge, but a word of knowledge 

 
It is a divine communication by revelation of facts that God already knows. 

 
Not an amplification of human knowledge, but a divinely given fragment of His divine 

knowledge. 
 

It is not having knowledge of His Word. 
 

A word of knowledge is supernaturally imparted; a manifestation of divine knowledge 
given to man. 

 
It is not a sudden or gradual discovery of things or facts about God or man. 

 
It is a divinely given "flash" of revelation concerning something that was hidden from the 

senses. 
 

When a word of knowledge is manifested, man gets a temporary gleam of what God 
already knows that you and I don't know until then. 

 
It is not a vocal gift. 



 
It may be received as a silent revelation while you are on your knees in prayer. 

 
It becomes vocal only if and when the revelation is shared with others. 

 
1.  It is confused with natural ability, natural learning, or material enlightenment. 
 

The manifestation of the Spirit is beyond the realm of the natural. 
 

It is different from "natural" knowledge. 
 

John receiving the revelation of the condition of the seven churches in Asia could be 
classified as a word of knowledge. 

 
It’s a miraculous revelation, Elisha knowing the location of the Syrian camp. 

 
2 Kings 6:9-10 
 

He could not have known this by natural knowledge. 
 

As a revelation, the word of knowledge comes without natural effort as in the case of 
Ananias being informed of Paul's conversion (Acts 9:10-16). 

 
He knew the street Paul was on; the house where he was, who owned the house and his 

attitude, his thought, and his need. 
 

2.  The word of knowledge is confused with a profound knowledge of the Bible. 
 
Natural knowledge can be independent of fellowship with God as in the ungodly.  
 

Ungodly men put mankind on the moon and that took a great deal of knowledge. 
 

The word of knowledge operating depends on our fellowship with God as when Peter 
received the revelation "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 

 
Natural knowledge is the result of intellectual effort; supernatural knowledge depends on 

our walk with God. 
 

A word of knowledge is often confused with a profound knowledge of the Bible.   
 

No amount of study will aid an individual to receive a word of knowledge. 
 

Acts 10:19 
 
3.  The word of knowledge has been erroneously associated with that very real and  
      precious knowledge of God that is acquired by long experience of God's ways and 



       doings. 
 

Walking with God a long time or having rich experiences with him doesn't necessarily 
result in a miracle of revelation. 

 
The young and inexperienced may receive a word of knowledge while the old and 

experienced may receive no word at all. 
 

Eli was old and walked with God, but there was no open vision. 
 

Samuel on the other hand, was very young and he received a word of knowledge. 
 

Scriptural uses of this gift: 
 

To warn a king of the enemies plan of destruction (2 Kings 6:9-12). 
 

To encourage a discouraged prophet (1 Kings 19:14-18). 
 

To expose a hypocrite (2 Kings 5:20-27). 
 

To convince a sinner her need of a Savior  (John 4:17-18). 
 

To discover a man in hiding (1 Samuel 10:22). 
 

To reveal corruption in the church (Acts 5). 
 

To guide the servant of God (Acts 10:14). 
 

To aid those in spiritual conflict. 
 

To recover lost property or a lost person (Saul finding his father's property). 
 

To reveal the cause of sickness or demon possession, or at times, to reveal what the 
sickness is. 

 
To reveal facts in individuals’ lives for spiritual correction and profit. 

 
To guide us in our everyday affairs. 


