
Working of Miracles 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 

Nine gifts divided into groups of three. 
 

The mind of God: word of wisdom, word of knowledge, and discerning of spirits 
 

The power of God: faith, working of miracles, and gifts of healing 
 

The voice of God: tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy 
 

When these gifts are operating, we have the ability to know supernaturally, act 
supernaturally, and speak supernaturally. 

 
The gift of faith is not saving faith, natural faith and it's not "faith" the fruit of the Spirit. 

 
It is different from the gift of working of miracles; although both produce miracles. 

 
The gift of faith is a supernatural involvement by the Spirit whereby that which is uttered 

or desired by man or spoken by God will eventually come to pass. 
 

It is exercised for the accomplishing of the purposes of God. 
 

Working of Miracles 
 

We call many things "miracles" today: miracle whip, miracle ear, etc. 
 

Nature is often looked upon as a miracle of beauty; therefore, our first task is to define 
the meaning of the word "miracle."  

 
A miracle is a work of supernatural origin and character such as could not be produced by 

natural means. 
 

Miracle is a word used to denote the non-natural, beyond the natural - supernatural order 
of things.  

 
It is always supernatural. 

 
It is a supernatural intervention in the ordinary course of nature. 

 
In the original language, the word "miracle" is often called "powers" and signifies 

"explosions of Almightiness".  
 

A miracle is a sovereign act of the Spirit of God; you cannot explain with laws or systems 
nor with the natural mind. 

 



2 Kings 6:6 -  Elisha makes the iron to swim; can't be explained outside saying it was a 
miracle of God. 

 
There are three New Testament words for miracle.   

 
1.  Dunamis which can be translated as power. 
 
2.  Teras meaning wonder. 
 
3.  Semeion meaning sign. 
 

Notice what Peter said of Jesus at his sermon at Pentecost:   
 

"Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 

yourselves also know" (Acts 2:22). 
 

A miracle is an event occurring in the physical world which cannot be accounted for by 
any of its known sources. 

 
Every operation of the gifts of the Spirit is a miracle in its own particular order, but it isn't 

the same as the gift of the working of miracles. 
 

The gift of working of miracles brings much glory to God. 
 

Jesus performed more miracles than anyone else in the Bible, but not all of them were 
recorded (John 21:25). 

 
Examples: turning water into wine, walking on the water, feeding of the multitude, 

causing a storm to cease, etc. 
 

His miracles were preformed primarily out of His compassion to meet human needs and 
for practical purposes.  

 
Miracles were not performed to frighten or force unbelievers into believing; they were 

done to encourage those who already believed or wanted to believe. 
 

Instead of following signs and wonders, Jesus wants us to follow Him. 
 

Believers were set free from prison by angelic power. 
 

Phillip was transported bodily from Gaza to Azotus by the power the Holy Spirit. 
 

Paul miraculously struck Elymas the sorcerer with a temporary blindness in order to keep 
him from opposing the gospel. 

 



Paul was bitten by a deadly snake, but no harm came to him. 
 

Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father." 

(John 14:12). 
 

Many people attempt to explain this away by saying the "greater works" are miracles of 
courage and zeal. 

 
Others say that conversions are the miracles Jesus referred to. 

 
A conversion is a supernatural act in the spiritual realm, but it is not a miracle in this 

context. 
 

The gift of the working of miracles still manifests itself today. 
 

All around the world this gift is fulfilling the word of God. 
 

Thousands have been fed on the provisions of a few hundred. 
 

Christians are walking on water to cross rivers to spread the gospel. 
 

Many have been raised from the dead. 
 

Why do we not see more of this in America? Unbelief, ignorance, etc. 
 

God has placed this gift of miracles in the Body. 
 

Scriptural examples: 
 

1. Delivering God's people from the enemy: Israel and the Red Sea 
 
2.  To provide for those in need: Moses bringing water out of a rock. 
 
3.  Then manna sent from heaven: Exodus 16 
 
4.  To carry out judgment and discipline: plagues on Pharaoh  
 
5.  To confirm the preached Word: Mark 16:20; Hebrews 12:1-4 
 

Many, many more examples in the Bible. 
 

Even though God uses man, He often performs miracle without man: the burning bush, cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night, Elijah fed by ravens, etc. 

 
Live in the fullness of the Spirit where God can move though us to meet the need and emergency 

that may arise.   


