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Welcome to New Life Online! Thanks for being with us today. If you’re a first-time guest, 
we’d love to get to know you better! If you have any questions about the church or 

would just like more information, click on “Contact Us” on the home page of our website: 
www.newlifeag.net.

Senior Pastor - Dr. Jeff Davis
Student & Media Pastor - Rev. Hilton Burkholder

Executive & Worship Pastor - Dr. Greg Rakes
Children’s Pastor - Vance Linholm

Spanish Pastor - Jose Velez
8595 US Hwy 98 N., Lakeland, FL 33809

863-858-7360 | www.newlifeag.net

From the Pastor’s Wife: Suffering
     In my devotions today and while doing some reading, I feel that God dropped this verse in my heart for this hour 
that we find ourselves in. The Holy Spirit brought Romans 12:12 to my mind which says, “Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.” Interestingly, three of those are “Fruits of the Spirit” that God wants us to have working 
in our lives.
     In this different time that we find ourselves in, we see many suffering with this Coronavirus which just grieves our 
hearts. As the church body is separated physically, but not spiritually, we can become stronger through prayer, fasting, 
and supplicating for others who are still working in the front lines to fight this disease head-on. 
     As I also thought about suffering, I wanted to bring a few thoughts on this. Many times Pastor has shared that there 
is a “baptism of suffering,” and that is where I would like to direct my thoughts with you today. I will also share some 
good points from the book we are studying in our Sunday School class. Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth points out in “Lies 
that Women Believe” that “God is more intent on our holiness than on our immediate, temporal happiness. He knows 
that apart from being holy, we can never be truly happy.” Hebrews 2:10 tells us that Jesus suffered while He was here on 
earth, yet he was made perfect through His suffering. Hebrews 5:8 goes on to tell us that He learned obedience through 
the things that He suffered. 
     When we go through times of suffering, there is a redemptive quality that can be produced in our lives if we allow it. 
I Peter 2:21 says, “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, 
so that you might follow his steps.”
     I recall a five-year period in my life when I was called to go through “great hardships,” but God’s purpose in that 
whole struggle was for me to learn to have “joy” and not allow other people and circumstances to rob me of “my joy.” 
I often wonder, did I extend that “wilderness time” in my life by fighting and resisting what God was trying to do in my 
life? Maybe so. I do remember after the fourth year, while I was home from teaching school that summer, I said, “God, I 
don’t care what comes my way, what others do that frustrates me, I’m not going to allow it to rob me of my joy in You.” 
Year #5 still had its rough spots, but “I chose” to not allow the situation-at-hand to rob me of my joy. It was at the end of 
that fifth year that God opened the door for me to move into a new teaching position. As 1 Peter 5:10 says, “After you 
have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you.” 
     As we each wait for life to return to some type of “normal,” we can be joyful in hope, knowing that this season will 
not last forever, patient in affliction, knowing that God is working His will and purposes in our lives to make us more like 
Him, and faithful in prayer, lifting up our brothers and sisters in Christ, our families, those that are suffering from the virus, 
the leaders of our nation, the healthcare workers, and that God would use the Church mightily in this time for His glory 
and honor (Romans 12:12).      
                     Donna Davis -- Pastor’s Wife



Journey Through Jerusalem

Come “Journey Through Jerusalem” with us on April 10 & 11! 
This outdoor Easter drama depicts the ministry, crucifixion, and 

resurrection of Jesus. The event will take place on Friday, 
April 10, and Saturday, April 11, from 6 P.M. - 8 P.M. each 

night. Invite your friends and neighbors to see this
 live drama of the Easter story! 

Join us online this week!

Check out our schedule for 
devotionals with our pastors, 

sermons from Pastor Davis, and our 
Tuesday Morning Prayer Meeting!

View these videos one of two ways:

www.newlifeag.net

OR

www.facebook.com/newlifeoflakeland

In light of the situation around us, this will be strictly a drive-through event! Each car will receive a 
packet of information with a narrated CD that will guide them through the six scenes. There will be 

no refreshments or close face-to-face contact with the community. We will continue to keep in contact 
with those who are interested in helping out with this drama! (863) 858-7360 ext. 102

Easter Drive-In Sunrise Service

On Easter Sunday, April 12, we will have a Drive-In Sunrise 
Service at 7 A.M. The service will be all outdoors, from 

the comfort of your own car. Join us to celebrate 
our risen Savior in this unique way!

Day of Prayer and Fasting

Pray and fast with us TODAY! We are joining with other 
Christians around the country to pray and fast for those 

affected by the Coronavirus and the pandemic 
that is impacting our world.


