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Read 1 Samuel 13:1-22 
 
What stood out to you? 
 
Read a list of some of the obstacles: 

1. They are outnumbered 
a. 1 Sam 13:2, 5 

2. They’re afraid  
3. The Philistines monopolized the weapon sharpening 

a. 1 Sam 13:19 
4. They’re about to be attacked with dull weapons.  

They didn’t plan ahead. 
a. 1 Sam 13:22  

 
 

1. List some of the obstacles you noticed from the passage. 
 

2. Read verse 10 and put yourself into the story. What are 
things the Israelites would have felt? Describe what 
emotions they felt and what your reaction to the situation 
would have been. 

 
3. Share an obstacle you’re facing. What types of emotion does 

it produce? 
 
Saul’s response to the obstacle shows he places his faith in his 
ability opposed to God’s plan.  
 
Read the 4 perspective to obstacles that cause Saul to go his own 
way instead of following the Lord’s instructions. 
 
Which do you think are the easiest to do? 
 

1. Saul limits his sight to the size of the obstacle instead 
of the size of God 

1 Samuel 13:8-12 
 

2. Saul doesn’t trust God’s Providence 
Saul’s heart doesn’t trust the Lord. Saul’s heart only trusts Saul’s 
ability. He excuses disobedience. 
 
1 Samuel 13:12 I have not sought the Lord’s favor 

a. Saul just needs to do a thing and perform a ceremony to 
get on with his plan 

 
3. Saul is willing to break God’s command based on the 

circumstances 
1 Samuel 13:12 so I forced myself 
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In other words, he goes against his conscience of what is right, 
and tests God 
 

4. Saul isn’t really interested in God’s will, but in 
manipulating God for Saul’s will 

1 Sam 13:8 Saul hasn’t obeyed the written Word Numbers 18:7 
1 Sam 13:10, 11 Saul hasn’t obeyed the message of the Prophet 
God can overcome any obstacle in your life, but he won’t overcome 
unbelief, mistrust, disobedience. 
 
 
What are your thoughts about the controversial statement below: 
“God will overcome any obstacle in your life, unless you are 
persistently disobedient.” 
 
Is there a better way to word the statement to get the point 
across? 
 
 
Read 1 Samuel 14 
 
List Jonathan’s obstacles. 
 
Read the 6 perspective to obstacles that cause Jonathan trust 
God. 
 
Which would you like to add to your life? 
 

1. Jonathan’s takes initiative 
1 Samuel 14:6 Come let us go over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised. It may be that the Lord will work for us, for 
nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few. 
 

2. Jonathan’s prepared (He isn’t assuming or presumptuous) 
1 Samuel 14:6 Come let us go over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised. It may be that the Lord will work for us, for 
nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few. 
 

3. Jonathan isn’t afraid based on being outnumbered 
1 Samuel 14:6 Come let us go over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised. It may be that the Lord will work for us, for 
nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few. 
 

4. Jonathan’s trust in God working is personal 
1 Samuel 14:6 Come let us go over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised. It may be that the Lord will work for us, for 
nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few. 
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5. Jonathan Trusts God’s Providence 
1 Samuel 14:8-11  
He reads the scenario to understand that God is opening a door to 
enter the camp unannounced, depending on the Philistines reply. 
 

6. He acts in faith when God reveals the next step 
1 Samuel 14:8-11 
 
 
 
 
What sticks out to you from the passage below? 
 
1 Samuel 14:15 
And there was great panic in the camp, in the field, and among 
all the people. The garrison and even the raiders trembled, the 
earth quaked, and it because a very great panic. 
 
 


