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Acts 2:41-47 follows Peter’s message. Already it has become 
evident that Salvation only comes through proclaiming Christ. It 
was said that Luke describes the church devoting themselves to a 
spiritual well-balanced diet. The food pyramid is an example of a 
healthy diet. It might be said that the base of the spiritual 
food pyramid is: 
Proclaiming God’s word. Preaching. Talking about the message of 
Christ. 
 
Read the following passages highlighting speaking about Jesus: 
Acts 2:4 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 
Acts 2:6 
When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being 
spoken. 
 
Acts 2:7 
Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 
 
Acts 2:11 
(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear 
them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 
 
Acts 2:31 
Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the 
Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor 
did his body see decay. 
 
Read the Passage below describing its necessity for salvation. 
Romans 10:13-15 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? 
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And 
how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
Look over the list below showing the number of sermons in Acts: 
1. Jewish Holiday—Pentecost (Ac. 2). 
2. Hour of Prayer—Temple (Ac. 3, 21, 22). 
3. Meeting of the Sanhedrin—Council Chambers (Ac. 4–5, 23). 
4. Synagogue—Sabbath (Ac. 7, 13, 17, et. al.). 
5. Outdoors—Samaria and desert road (Ac. 8, 14). 
6. House of Roman Official—Cornelius (Ac. 10). 
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7. In the Assembly of the Church—Leaders (Ac. 11, 15). 
8. By the Riverside—Ladies (Ac. 16). 
9. In Prison—jailer (Ac. 16). 
10. In City Gates—Areopagus (Ac. 17). 
11. In People’s Homes—Crispus (Ac. 18, 20, et. al.). 
12. In University Setting—Tyrannus (Ac. 19). 
13. In Greek Theater—Ephesus (Ac. 19). 
14. In Seaside Retreat Area—Miletus (Ac. 20). 
15. In Roman Courts of Law—Defenses (Ac. 24–26). 
16. On Board Ship—In Storm (Ac. 27). 
17. On an Island—Malta (Ac. 28). 
18. In Roman House-Arrest (Ac. 28). 
 
The Scriptures clearly show the importance of speaking of Christ. 
Discuss your thoughts about the quote below. 
Preaching is central to the action of Acts. It was an essential 
characteristic of the early church. And it was a dangerous 
activity. It was dangerous to the preacher because it often 
placed him face to face with political opponents. It was 
perceived as dangerous by governmental entities who felt 
threatened by the new social configuration it announced. It was 
dangerous for those who responded because of the radical cost of 
discipleship. And it was dangerous for those that listened but 
refused respond because the very act of preaching was used by God 
to harden the hearts of those who headed not the message. 
Therefore we must not tinker with preaching. Through this message 
preached souls are brought out of darkness and into light, the 
gates of Hell give way, governments tumble, and the kingdom of 
God is established on this earth. ~ Mark Moore (Author/Pastor) 
 
Read Luke 2:41-47 
 
What stood out to you from the Scripture? 
 
Luke describes the church devoting themselves to a spiritual 
well-balanced diet in these verses. Read the description of each. 

• Apostles teaching 
Often included – 1. Jesus fulfills the word of prophets, 2. He 
suffered, died and resurrected 3. He is the messiah 4. Jesus 
calls everyone to repent, and 5. He will come again 
 

• Fellowship  
Defined as: ‘Greek - koinonia’  fellowship, association, 
community, communion, joint participation 
 
These actions do not reflect an *ascetic ideal, as in some Greek 
and Jewish sects, but instead the practice of radically valuing 
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people over possessions, acknowledging that Jesus owns both them 
and their property ~ Craig Keener – The IVP Bible Background 
Commentary New Testament (Page 326). 
 

• Breaking of bread 
Table fellowship denoted intimacy and trust. Music or other 
entertainment, but also discussions and even lectures, were 
frequent at common meals in antiquity; the topic of discussion 
recommended by Jewish pietists was Scripture. Given such 
background and especially what this text says about teaching and 
prayer (possibly including participation in the temple prayers—
3:1), early Christian fellowship undoubtedly centered more on 
intimate worship, sharing and learning the Scriptures and the 
apostolic message than its modern Western counterpart often does. 
~ Craig Keener – The IVP Bible Background Commentary New 
Testament (Page 325). 
 

• Prayer –  
The community not only prayed together in homes but had access to 
public formal Temple prayers 2-3 times a day. 
 
Which one of these do you gravitate to over others? Why 
 
devoted themselves – literal translation (continually devoting 
themselves) to be earnest towards, i.e. (to a thing) to 
persevere, be constantly diligent… 
 
What are things you’d recommend people do in times it 
is hard to be devoted to the things above. 
 
 
What is appealing about the life described in verses 
43-47? 
 
 
What isn’t appealing about the life described in verses 
43-47? 
 
 
Read Acts 3:1-10 
 
The miracle draws a crowd. Peter uses the opportunity to share 
the Gospel.  
 
God heals the man and he erupts into exuberant joy and worship.  
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God’s Gifts are free. God’s gift of healing the man is out of 
free grace. There are no strings attached.  
 
The gifts the people give to provide for those in need is also 
free. There is no eluding to the apostles having right to 
people’s property, but the people sell their goods as they see 
fit to meet the needs of the community. 
 
Gifts that come with expectations attached are called bribes. 
 
 
Today some ministries give away gifts that could almost feel like 
a bribe for people to hear the gospel. 
 
Why might that be dangerous? How is that different than 
Peter taking the opportunity he’s given? 


