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We work hard not to fall into a shallow faith that keeps us from speaking Truth in favor 
of only works. "Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if necessary." 
- (wrongly attributed to early church father, Francis of Assisi) 
 

Describe good and bad aspects of the quote above. 
 
Acts 2:15-40 conveyed 3 things necessary to engage people with the Gospel 

• Courageous character practical barriers that if removed would increase opportunities 
• Content –content the apostles included in their message necessary for salvation 
• Call to confess – the necessity of personally inviting someone to follow Jesus 

 
 

THE SPIRIT INSPIRES COURAGEOUS CHARACTER 
 
Acts 2:11-13  
Bible implies that we come into contact with God’s supernatural work and misinterpret it 
we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, 
they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, 
“They have had too much wine.” 
 
Describe your initial reaction when people make fun of or misinterpret God’s 
activity around you. 
 
Acts 14-16 Peter Explains God’s Activity to the World 
Our role as God’s People is to make sense of what God is doing in His world 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews 
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 
These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what 
was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
 
There are 5 ways Peter showed courageous character in order to address the crowd 
We cannot proclaim the Gospel without the following aspects we see in vs 14-16 

1. Standing up – I don’t know if I should say anything. I don’t want to involve myself 
The Only Thing Necessary for the Triumph of Evil is that Good Men Do Nothing 
The Only Thing Necessary for the Triumph of the Devil is that the Church Say Nothing 
 

2. Raising your voice to be heard – Not necessarily yelling – Peter distinguished 
himself from the pack in a way to be heard. 
 

3. Addressing the crowd – Peter was willing to stand up to those who thought 
differently and were making fun of what was happening. 
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4. Having something to say –He’s quotes Joel & delivers a speech. The Spirit brings to 

mind what he’d stored.  
 

5. Doing it in a constructive manner –Peter is able to articulate it in a way that others 
are convinced and change their mind. & heart. 

 
Which one of these is most important to you and why? 
 

THE SPIRIT INSPIRES CONTENT FOR OUR CONTEXT 
 

PETER DISCERNS CONTENT TO SHARE BY UNDERSTANDING HIS CONTEXT 
The Holy Spirit helps us understand the questions pertinent to our hearers. Peter addresses 
their misunderstanding with content for his context. Peter is inspired by the spirit to identify 
beliefs they have that hinder rightly interpreting God’s Activity. 
 
Tim Keller calls these Defeater Beliefs. 
Every culture hostile to Christianity holds to a set of ‘common self’ consensus beliefs that 
automatically make Christianity implausible to people. These are what philosophers call 
“defeater beliefs”. A defeater belief is Belief-A that, if true, means Belief-B can’t be true. 
 
EXAMPLE OF DEFEATER BELIEF PETER IDENTIFIES: 
BELIEF: THESE PREACHERS ARE DRUNK SO WE WILL IGNORE THEM 
CONTENT: JOEL SAID PROPHESIED THIS SO IT’S IMPORTANT TO HEAR WHAT THEY SAY 
 
Describe common defeater beliefs in our context. 
 
Proverbs 21:22 A wise man scales the city of the mighty and brings down the stronghold in 
which they trust. 
 
Is identifying defeater beliefs a helpful concept? Will you identify defeater 
beliefs when they come up in conversation more often now? Why or why not? 
 
Read Acts 2:17-20 - Peter Quotes - Joel 2:28-32 
 
17 “‘In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
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    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 
 
What sticks out to you from the Passage above? 
 
Peter explains that Pentecost signals 2 ‘Days’ – (the Last Days and The Day of the Lord) 
Read about and discuss their significance below: 
 

THE LAST DAYS 
Certainly the outpouring of the Spirit on 120 Jews could not in itself fulfil the prediction of 
such outpouring “on all flesh”; but it was the beginning of the fulfilment. Joel’s words may 
have harked back to Moses’ exclamation: “Would that all the LORD’S people were 
prophets, that the LORD would put his spirit upon them!” (Num. 11:29).  
 
What is significant about the Holy Spirit being poured out on (available to) 
everyone? 
 

THE GREAT & TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD (Scripture references below) 
The wonders and signs to be revealed in the world of nature may have more relevance in 
their immediate setting than is sometimes realized… Peter’s quotation from Joel “alludes 
to so many of the phenomena.. “little more than seven weeks earlier the people of 
Jerusalem had indeed seen the darkening of the sun, during the early afternoon of Good 
Friday; and later in that same afternoon the paschal full moon may well have risen blood-
red in the sky…” 
These phenomena are now interpreted as harbingers of the advent of the day of the Lord—
a day of judgment… judgment, to be sure, but more immediately the day of God’s salvation 
to all who invoked his name. 
 
Why is it significant that the Holy Spirit being poured out makes us aware of 
his judgment? 
 
Isaiah 2:12 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, 
and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low" 
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Amos 5:18-20 Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord! Why do you long for the day of the 
Lord? That day will be darkness, not light. 19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to 
meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a 
snake bite him. 20 Will not the day of the Lord be darkness, not light-- pitch-dark, without a ray 
of brightness? 
 
 
Read Acts 2:22-39 and answer 
What sticks out to you from the Peter’s Message of salvation to his audience? 
 
(or if time doesn’t allow you can skip to the last section) 
Acts 2:22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God 
to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you 
yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the 
cross. 
24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was 
impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him: 
“‘I saw the Lord always before me. 
    Because he is at my right hand, 
    I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
    my body also will rest in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
    you will not let your holy one see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 
 
29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, 
and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him 
on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, 
he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the 
dead, nor did his body see decay.  
 
 
32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right hand 
of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you 
now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
    “Sit at my right hand 
35 until I make your enemies 
    a footstool for your feet.”’ 
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36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
 
 
 

THE SPIRIT INSPIRES A CALL TO CONFESS 
Peter’s address includes a call to repentance to follow Jesus: 
 
A call to confess includes 3 things: 
 

1. Jesus was Crucified for your Sin 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.” 
 
Why might someone being crucified for our sinful behavior seem ‘foreign’ to 
people’s thinking in today’s world? 
 

2. They are Convicted - cut to the heart 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
 
Describe why it takes the Holy Spirit’s activity to bring conviction? 
 

3. Peter’s invitation is that they Change Directions - Repent 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. 
 
Describe a time you pleaded with someone about something? How is pleading 
different than informing – especially in regard to repentance. 


