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The event of The Coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was an historical 
event.  

Share a time when you were part of an historical event? 
 
Read Luke 2:1-14 

 
What stood out to you? 
 

 
How does thinking of scripture as real history lived by real people instead 
of just a "bible story" change your perspective? 

 
Jesus was a different kind of King with a different king of Kingdom. They 
were taught he’d be a military Messiah ushering Israel in as a dominant world 

power. Their misunderstanding caused them to struggle.  
How might the struggle in their misunderstanding be comforting to your 
situation? 

 
 
How does it feel to know that most of the 120 people in the house on 

Pentecost were ordinary believers just like you and I? 
 
 

These real people are less than 50 days out from one of the most jarring 
moments of their lives - the death of their friend, Jesus who was from 
Nazareth. Many of these people would have followed him for between 1 - 3 

years of His earthly ministry. They literally ate meals with the incarnate God. 
They asked him to pass the bread at meals. He taught them, and he 
considered them His friends. They would have seen him beaten to an 

unrecognizable state, within inches of His life. They would have seen him hung 
on the tree and wondered what in the world was going on.  
Reflect & share what these believers went through in the two months prior 

to Pentecost (described above). 
 
They are paradoxically normal people with normal struggles and simultaneously 

giants of the faith.  
How does their obedience in the face of confusion encourage your current 
circumstance? 
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Have you ever thought about what speaking in other tongues sounded 
like?  

 
When The Holy Spirit ‘gives utterance’ - we always want scripture to interpret 
scripture so lets back to Luke as James shared last week. What happened 

when Zacheriah was filled with the Holy Spirit? He began to make ecstatic 
joyful, prophetic utterances.  

Luke 1:68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed 

his people 69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  

Tongues spoken in Acts 2 (different than referred to in 1 Corinthians) is likely 
a spirit empowered ability to speak the native languages of the hearers. 
They were given a unique gift for such a moment in time as this, for a 

specific purpose of proclaiming the gospel to the nations. The Holy Spirit 
empowers us to speak about Jesus - preach the Gospel.  

Glad, grateful, joyful testifying to the works of Jesus in a myriad of 

languages is being heard. The response in verse 13 is - people of Jerusalem 
were used to hearing at least three languages in their daily life: Greek, 
Aramaic (a trade language), and Hebrew. So to some of the hearers, it 

sounds like a bunch of excited gibberish from people who didn’t realize the 
alcohol content of what they just consumed. And in context, they recognize 
them as Galileans who have no business speaking another language. 

How might that differ from how you or your tradition explained it? Was 
the empowerment by the Spirit for the spread of the Gospel still the central 
point? 

 
God confused languages to divide people at the tower of babel to keep 
them from evil, and since Pentecost empowered us to use language to create 

a community that glorifies God. 
Describe what feelings of amazement and enormity you experience when 
you think of that? 
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Describe a season where you were guilty of playing church instead of 
playing your part in the task above. 

 
 
Is there a specific way call on your life/ministry that you would like to 

share with the group? How can we pray and encourage you in that? 
 


