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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
The distinct activities of the Holy Spirit throughout the bible 
 
Jesus taught his disciples about the Holy Spirit, and the 
disciples had a working understanding of the Holy Spirit’s 
activity prior to (the baptism of the Spirit/being filled with 
the Holy Spirit in Acts 1 & 2). 
 
Read the Scriptures Below 
 
Acts 1:4-5 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John 
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Acts 2:1-4 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and 
came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them. 
 
Zechariah 4:6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to 
Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says 
the Lord Almighty. 
 
Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology:  
We may define the Work of the Holy Spirit as follows: The work of 
the Holy Spirit is to manifest the active presence of God in the 
world, and especially the church. 
 
Manifest- Display or show (a quality or feeling) by one's acts or 
appearance; demonstrate. 
 
Describe a time you experienced the Holy Spirit manifest His 
presence to you or those around you. 
 
The better working understanding we have of the Holy Spirit’s 
work the better we understand how to cooperate with him. 
 
In the bible, The Holy Spirit empowers your Head, Heart & Hands. 
 
Which of these 3 ways comes easiest for you to focus on for 
growth? 
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God cannot love us any more than He does right now, but we can 
hinder our fellowship and intimacy with Him. 
 
Wayne Grudem writes: 
Many examples in both the Old and New Testament indicate that the 
Holy Spirit will bestow or withdraw blessing according to whether 
or not he is pleased by the situation he sees.  
 
Eph 4:30 – do not grieve the Holy Spirit; 1 Thess 5:19 – do not 
quench the Holy Spirit; 1 Cor 6:19 Do not defile your bodies. A 
temple of the Holy Spirit 
 
How might it be difficult to reconcile that God’s love never 
changes for us, but our level of blessing can change? 
 
How might you encourage someone who fears they are doing one of 
the above (grieving, quenching, defiling)? 
 
How might this change how you treat the sacredness of The Holy’s 
Spirit’s work? 
 
Head – He empowers you with understanding, knowledge, insight 
The Holy Spirit enlightens our minds to understand God’s plans 
purposes and ways – Primarily through the Bible. 
 
The Holy Spirit Illuminates Jesus as the Centrality of Scripture 
Luke 24:44 (Jesus) He said to them, “This is what I told you 
while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms.” 
 
Acts 28:21-24 (Paul) They arranged to meet Paul on a certain 
day,and came in even larger numbers to the place where he was 
staying. He witnessed to them from morning till evening, 
explaining about the kingdom of God, and from the Law of Moses 
and from the Prophets he tried to persuade them about Jesus.  
 
Rev 5:1-5 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the 
throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven 
seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, 
“Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no 
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the 
scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one 
was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 
Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able 
to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
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John 16:14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will 
receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the 
Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from 
me what he will make known to you.” 
 
What might be comforting about the truth that we are depending 
upon the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus. 
 
The Holy Spirit Guides our Heads through wisdom in decisions. 
 
The Spirit keeps us from making wrong contracts & agreements. 
 
Is. 30:1 
“Woe to the obstinate children,” 
    declares the Lord, 
“to those who carry out plans that are not mine, 
    forming an alliance, but not by my Spirit, 
    heaping sin upon sin; 
2 who go down to Egypt 
    without consulting me; 
who look for help to Pharaoh’s protection, 
    to Egypt’s shade for refuge. 
 
The Gibeonite Deception 
 
Joshua 10:14 The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not 
inquire of the Lord. 15 Then Joshua made a treaty of peace with 
them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified 
it by oath. 
 
16 Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the 
Israelites heard that they were neighbors, living near them. 17 
So the Israelites set out and on the third day came to their 
cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. 18 But the 
Israelites did not attack them, because the leaders of the 
assembly had sworn an oath to them by the Lord, the God of 
Israel. 
 
The whole assembly grumbled against the leaders, 19 but all the 
leaders answered, “We have given them our oath by the Lord, the 
God of Israel, and we cannot touch them now. 
 
Share a time the Holy Spirit revealed truth and insight in a 
situation for a decision that later protected you? 
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Heart – He empowers you to develop the character of Jesus 
 
The most used symbol in the bible of God’s covenant people is 
circumcision. Simply put, circumcision was removing the 
unresponsive skin from the most intimate sensitive part of the 
male anatomy. It was a physical sign of a spiritual reality. The 
symbolism was directed towards a circumcision of the heart. The 
People of God were to actively pursue a circumcision of the heart 
that the Holy Spirit enables. They were to remove the activity 
and behavior and motives that causes our hearts to lose 
sensitivity to God. 
 
The Holy Spirit Purifies Our Hearts and Refines our Character 
Acts 7:51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are 
still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always 
resist the Holy Spirit! 
Stephen’s speech to the Sanhedrin draws a direct connection to 
the need for us to actively cooperate with the work of the Holy 
Spirit to circumcise our hearts.  
 
Jeremiah 4:4 “Circumcise yourselves to the Lord; remove the 
foreskin of your hearts, O men of Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; lest my wrath go forth like fire” 
 
We resist the Holy Spirit when we refuse to cooperate with him to 
grow in character. 
 
Describe a characteristic of the fruit of the spirit below that 
The Holy Spirit revealed you needed in greater measure. How did 
He reveal it, and what did you to grow in that area?  
 
How has it made a difference in your life? 
 
Galatians 5:16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 
gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what 
is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the 
flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not 
to do whatever you want.  
 
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality,impurity 
and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, 
factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things 
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there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 
Hands – He empowers you for more effective service 
 
God worked through the disciples by his Spirit before the cross 
John 20:22 As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And 
with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
God worked through people by his Spirit in the Old Testament 
Wayne Gruden writes: He empowered Joshua with leadership skills 
and wisdom (Num 27:18; Deut 34:9), and empowered the judges to 
deliver Israel from their oppressors (“the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon” Othneiel in Judg. 3:10, Gideon 6:34, Jephthah in 
11:29, and Samson in 13:25, 14:6, 19; 15:14). The Holy Spirit 
came mightily upon Saul to arouse him to battle against the 
enemies of Israel (1 Sam 11:6), and when David was anointed as 
king, “the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward” (1 Sam 16:13), equipping David to fulfill the task 
of kingship to which God had called him. In a slightly different 
kind of empowering, the Holy Spirit endowed Bezalel with artistic 
skills for the construction of the tabernacle and its equipment 
(Ex. 31:3, 35:31), and with the ability to teach these skills to 
others (Ex. 35:34). 
 
God desired his people to have the spirit 
Num 11:28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since 
youth, spoke up and said, “Moses, my lord, stop them!”29 But 
Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his 
Spirit on them!” 30 Then Moses and the elders of Israel returned 
to the camp. 
 
NOW GOD’S PEOPLE ARE FULLY IMMERSED IN THIS SPIRIT. 
Whatever activity we see God do in the Old Testament, whatever 
power we see active in his prophets, whatever way he moved and 
worked is now available in a greater abundance. 
 
 
How is the content above significant to God strengthening your 
hands in your current situation? 


