
Portland International Church – Search the Scriptures  
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST: BECOMING ONE & MAKING MORE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

❖ ACCOUNTABILITY IN DISCIPLESHIP (MAY/JUNE 2020) ❖ 
 
Week 1 (May 10, 2020): Introduction  

 

Accountability is the fact or condition of being accountable i.e. being responsible and 
answerable. We can be accountable for someone/something to another entity. Everyone is 
called to be accountable in some way – individuals are accountable for their actions, spouses or 
friends are accountable to each other, children to their parents, students to teachers, 
employees to their bosses, etc.  
 

Accountability is important in Christian discipleship – it is a price every disciple must be willing 
to pay and a gift that helps the disciple stay on the right path to spiritual maturity. The schema 
below illustrates the different types of accountability in discipleship. 

 

Accountability in discipleship    
 



 
 

Vertical accountability to God (Week 2): 'So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to 

God.' Romans 14:12 

Horizontal accountability to/for each other (Week 3): 'Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is 

your brother Abel?” Genesis 4:9a 

Horizontal accountability to spiritual mentors/disciple-makers (Week 4): 'Plans fail for lack of 

counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.' Proverbs 15:22 

  



Week 2 (May 17, 2020): VERTICAL – The disciple’s accountability to GOD 
 
 “We are primarily accountable to God. It is before Him that we stand and to Him that one day we 
must give an account” – John R.W. Scott  
 
Search the scriptures 
All will give an account to God: 'So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.' 
Romans 14:12.  
 
What we are accountable for: 

1. What we say: Matthew 12:36-37 
2. What we do: 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1Peter 4:4-5   
3. What we do not do: Ezekiel 33:6-9 
4. Our knowledge/position: Luke 12:47-48; James 3:1 
5. How we use our gifts: Matthew 25: 14-30; John 15:2; Matthew 5:15 

 
Collective accountability of the local church:  

6. Revelations 2 & 3. Reproof of the 7 churches in Ephesus (forsook 1st love), Smyrna, 
Pergamum (held to false teachings – Balaam), Thyatira (tolerated Jezebel), Sardis (looked 
alive but actually dead), Philadelphia, Laodicea (lukewarm). 

 
Reflect 
Q1: Words and Actions: How much attention do you give to the things say and do? 
Q2: Watchmen: Do you ever think of yourself as having a responsibility towards the lost, or to warn 
about sin?   
Q3: Knowledge and Gifts: How are you putting into use what you have received from God? 
 
 
Prayer points 

1) Help from the Holy Spirit:  

• For boldness to proclaim God’s Word and rebuke sin 

• To tame the tongue (human nature cannot do it) 

• To do what we have to do and vice versa (the flesh is weak – Romans 7:15) 

'for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.” Luke 12:12.  

“…and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 

boldness.” Acts 4:31 

 
2) Put gifts into action: 'Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through prophecy when 

the body of elders laid their hands on you. ' 1 Timothy 4:14 
 

3) PIC: not repeat the same mistakes of the 7 churches that God called out. Pray for 
forgiveness, clarity and grace to return to God’s will. That PIC will be worthy. 

 



Week 3 (May 24, 2020): HORIZONTAL –  The disciples’ accountability to each other 

 
“Though I know intellectually how vulnerable I am to pride and power, I am the last one to know 
when I succumb to their seduction. That’s why spiritual lone rangers can be dangerous – and why we 
must depend on trusted brothers and sisters who love us enough to tell us the truth”  
– Chuck Colson  
 
Search the scriptures 
The Lord delights in us being accountable to each other: 'Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your 
brother Abel?” Genesis 4:9a 
 
Why important?  

• Two are better than one (Eph 4:9-10);  

• Sharpening each other (Prov 27:17);  

• Keeping the different parts of the body of Christ together (Rom 12:5) 
 
How it is expressed: 

• Speak truthfully to each other -> Ephesians 4:25 

• Confess sins to and pray for each other -> James 5:16 

• Rebuke but forgive each other -> Luke 17:3-4 

• Encourage and build up another -> 1 Thess 5:11 

• Bear each other’s burden -> Galatians 6:2   
 
Reflect 
Q1: ‘Every man for himself…God for us all’ is a popular idiom. Do you agree with this statement? 
Q2: Think about how God’s word says we can be accountable for each other. How have you been 
accountable to and for your brothers/sisters in Christ? 
Q3: What are some of the challenges of this kind of accountability and how can we overcome these 
challenges?  
 
Pray 
 

  



Week 3 (June 07, 2020): HORIZONTAL – The disciple’s accountability to a spiritual mentor or disciple-maker 

“An accountability partner is able to perceive what you cannot see when blind spots and weaknesses block 
your vision. Such a person serves as a tool in God’s hands to promote spiritual growth, and he or she watches 
out for your best interest.” –  Charles Stanley 
 
Search the scriptures 
Spiritual mentors (disciple maker, leader, counselor, guide, etc) play an important role in the growth of a 
disciple. 'Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.' Proverbs 15:22 
 
One-to-one ministry is powerful! A notable New Testament example is the spiritual mentorship relationship 
between Paul and Timothy. Paul called Timothy “my true son in faith” (1Tim 1:2).  
 
What we can learn from their disciple-making relationship: 

• It was intentional -> Paul wanted to take him along (Acts 16:3) Timothy was willing to serve with Paul 
(Phil 2:20-22) 

• It was bible/Christ-centered -> Paul encouraged Timothy to continue to learn from God’s Word. 2Tim 
3:14-17, 1Tim 4:13 

• It was full of encouragement -> Don’t let anyone despise your youth but be an example (1Tim 4:12) 

• It spurred Timothy’s gifts -> 1Tim 4:14 

• It was goal-focused -> winning the race 

• It was process-driven -> Paul charged Timothy on different aspects of his walk with God.  

• Paul demonstrated a lot of foresight. He provided anticipatory guidance (1Tim 3:14-15) 

• It was accountable -> ‘Watch your life’. 1Tim 4:16 

• It was reproducible -> Timothy was encouraged to teach other men what he learned from Paul 
2Tim2:1-2 

 
Reflect  
Q1) What have you learn from Paul’s relationship with Timothy? 
Q2) Who is your Paul? What role have they played in your life and how are you accountable to them? 
Q3) Who is your Timothy? How have you mentored, lead and directed them? 
 
Pray: Spend time in prayer and ask God to reveal your Paul(s) and Timothy(s). 
 
Week 3 (June 14, 2020): Town Hall 

 

 


