
 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And 

when they were come into the house,  they saw the young child with 

Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him:  and when 

they opened there treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and 

frankincense, and myrrh.  Matthew 2:10-11 
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John Wesley Work, Jr., may not have originated the Negro spiritual “Go, Tell It on the 
Mountain,” dating back to 1865, but he can take credit for the fact that we still sing it 
every Christmas.  As the son of a church choir director, Work grew up in Nashville loving 
music.  Even though he earned his Master’s in Latin and went on to teach ancient Latin 
and Greek, his first love continued to be music, and he went on to become the first Afri-
can-American collector of Negro spirituals.  This proved to be a daunting task for Work 
because they were passed down orally, from plantation to plantation; very few were ever 
written down.  But Work proved up to the challenge, publishing his first book, New Jubilee 
Songs as Sung by the Fisk Jubilee Singers, in Songs of the American Negro, six years lat-
er.  It was in this second volume that “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” first appeared.  The 
original singers of the song fulfilled the same important task the angels gave the shep-
herds that first Christmas night outside of Bethlehem, proclaiming, “that Jesus Christ is 
born!”  And thanks to John Wesley Work, so can we. 

“GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN” --  

 THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG 

 

Go, Tell It On the Mountain 
John Wesley Work, Jr., 1907 
 
While shepherds kept their watching 
Over silent flocks by night 
Behold throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light. 

Refrain 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled, 
When lo! Above the earth, 
Rang out the angel’s chorus 
That hailed the Savior’s birth. 
 

Refrain 
 
Down in a lowly manger 
The humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. 

Refrain 

 
Refrain: 

 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and everywhere 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born. 



 

 

Living the D.R.E.A.M.  

with Christ 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the  

Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

 

          D – Develop = People, ministers and 

                                   facilities to serve the  

                                   needs of the community. 

 

          R – Reach    = World Missions, US 

                                   Missions, and Community  

                                  Outreach. Reach the  

                                   People where they are  

                                  with the love of Christ. 

 

          E – Equip     = Believers with the know- 

                                   ledge of God to establish  

                                  them in a relationship with 

                                  Christ. 

 

          A – Anoint    = Holy Spirit lead spontan- 

                                   eous worship that  

                                   glorifies God and draws 

                                   people to Him. 

 

          M – Mobilize = The Church to exercise  

                                    their gifts in ministry  
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ABOUT BEING BENEVOLENT (bən̍evələnt 
The Olive Branch by Eugene Snow Winter 2019 

 
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 1 

Corinthians 13:13  
The Seasons for Thanksgiving and Joy to the World are upon us and how easily we show our 

gratitude when people wish us a Happy Thanksgiving or a Merry Christmas. But how about when we 
make those statements to others? Are we just following the tide, or are we sincerely expressing our 

heartfelt benevolent beliefs.  
Rick Hanson, a neuropsychologist and author of “Hardwiring Happiness: The New Brain Science 

of Contentment, Calm, and Confidence” tells us that Benevolence is a fancy word that means some-
thing very simple: good intentions toward other living beings.  

A benevolent heart leans toward others; it is not neutral or indifferent. Benevolence toward oth-
ers helps reduce quarrels, works to build trust, and is the best-odds on strategy to get good treat-

ment in return.  
Our healthy church encourages believers to grow in their walks with God and with one another 

in the context of a safe, affirming and encouraging environment. In exploring God’s Word we see 
Jesus love for Community expressed by a consistency of contact with "significant others", and if they 

don’t think they are significant -- Make them feel significant in your greetings!  
It is also quite clear that an association with Covenant groups; Life group ministries,  

(which create a sacred time where the stories of our lives can be shared) or being a part of a 
caring service group in your church through word of mouth can certainly have an impact on our 

community!! Let’s take a closer look at how scripture supports us in our quest to - - - -  
 

BE BENEVOLENT:  
LOVE ONE ANOTHER - JOHN 13:34-35  

Spur one another on toward love and good deeds - Hebrews 10:24  
Confess your sins and pray for one another - James 5:16  

Encourage and build up one another - 1 Thess. 5:11  
Greet one another - 1 Corinthians 16:20  
Care for one another - 1 Cor. 12 - 25-21  
Bear one another's burdens - Gal. 6:2 

Admonish one another - Eph. 4:2  
Submit to one another - Eph. 5:  
Serve one another - Gal. 5:13  

 
We've all been nurtured and protected by friends and family, and humanity altogether at one 

time or another.  In appreciation of the benevolence that we receive, we must recall that altruism is 
doing things for others because that person needs it more.  

Not because you need it to feel better about yourself. 

YOUNG AT HEART EVENTS      Senior Adults (50+)  

From October  to June we meet the first Saturday of each month. Sometimes it is necessary to 
change the date, and sometimes we meet off campus but we are adults, so we can handle change! 

Watch the bulletin for our events.  

Coming  January 4th  Western Hoedown 
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“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate  

you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you: That ye may be the  

children of your Father which is in heaven: for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and  

on the good and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” Matthew 5:44-45.  

 

Is the freedom of forgiveness workable, or simply another lofty and unobtainable ideal? 
Most of us can’t perceive forgiveness as providing freedom from anything, especially 
when we are wronged, hurt, or spitefully used. Our normal response is anger. To 
forgive is not something anyone does easily. We’ve all heard or said: “I will never 
forgive him.” 
 
Forgiveness is not only possible; it is a desirable solution that has the potential to solve 
many personal woes that we face each day. It took me a long time to learn that simple 
truth. 
 
Years ago, a person who befriended me turned out to be a “wolf in sheep’s clothing.” I 
was caught off guard because I trusted and loved this person, a “friend” whose ulterior 
motives surprised and shocked me. After the hurt and tears subsided, anger settled in. 
 
Knowing in my heart that forgiveness was the key and putting it into action were two 
different things. This ‘forgiveness issue’ was easier said than done. I wondered if I 
would ever get over the pain. As anger resurfaced, I vowed that I could not and would 
not forgive this person whose relationship had proved to be so devastating. 

 
While reading my Bible one day, I came across a passage that stopped me in my tracks. 
Sure, I’d read it many times before but this day the words leapt off the page at me. 
These words, from Jesus, the master of forgiveness, cut me to the quick: “But I say 
unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you: That ye may be 
the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he makes his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” Matthew 5:44-45. KJV 
 
Tears welled in my eyes. “Father, I can’t.” Yet somehow, I knew that forgiveness was 
the key. The first few days of prayer consisted of the only words I could muster: “God 
bless this person.” Several days later, blessing this person’s family was added to that 
short prayer. Before long I was praying daily, often, and in-depth for this friend turned 
foe. As my prayers continued, my heart was softened. It has been many years since the 

Tears welled in my eyes. “Father, I can’t.” Yet somehow, I knew that forgiveness was the key 
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incident occurred and no ill feelings remain for this person. 
 
My discovery was that Jesus, by example, taught people the importance of forgiveness 
when He walked the earth. No one can master forgiveness like our Lord and our God. If 
Jesus, while dying on a cross for our sins, could ask His Father to ‘forgive them for they 
know not what they do,’ and God could forgive the very people who crucified His Son, 
how much more should we forgive those who “trespass against us?”   
 
Forgiveness might never change the person we are praying for, but it changes us. In 
addition to changing our anger to acceptance, it softens our heart, making us more 
understanding. While forgiveness might never erase the hurt, forgiveness changes us 
for the better. We cannot remain hurt and angry with a person when we are praying for 
them. The freedom that comes from forgiveness releases us from the bitter hold that 
anger has on us. Forgiveness allows our hearts to change so that peace can replace 
anger. We are free to “let go” and get on with our life.  
 
I’ll leave you with this thought: “One of the most lasting pleasures you can experience 
is the feeling that comes over you when you genuinely forgive an enemy, whether he 
knows it or not.” ~O. A. Battista in Quote Magazine, as seen in Reader’s Digest 
Quotable Quotes.  † 

 

 

 

 

WHEN GOD DID SEEM SO FAR AWAY, I HEARD A LITTLE VOICE WITHIN ME SAY. 

"I'M HERE", NEVER FAR AWAY, I CLEARLY HEARD HIS VOICE TO SAY. 

I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU IN THE TRIAL, I AM WITH YOU, HERE ALL THE WHILE. 

THROUGH THE STORM, I WILL SEE YOU THROUGH, AND I WILL ALWAYS SHOW YOU 
 WHAT TO DO. 

AND WHEN TESTS WILL COME YOUR WAY, AND I STAND SILENT IN THAT DAY. 

IT IS THAT YOU WILL FIND THE ANSWERS THAT LIE INSIDE, FOR YOU HAVE STUDIED, 
 WITH THE SPIRIT AS YOU GUIDE. 

SO, DRAW FROM WITHIN THE TRUTH YOU HAVE FOUND AND LAY ALL THOSE HEAVY 
 BURDEN DOWN. 

DAWN MOOBERRY 10/20/2019 
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Most of us are familiar with a plumb line used in construction by carpenters to 

determine if a vertical line is true or not. A plumb line doesn’t change or move, and all 

work must line up with it or risk being crooked. Look at the construction of our new 

Sanctuary being build, a plumb line is and will be used numerous times. It is a very 

basic but valuable tool. You might ask, what does the bible say about the plumb line? 

Glad you asked, the term plumb line is used several times in the Scriptures. Let’s look at 

some of the ways in the bible how the plumb line is used.  In Isaiah 28:16-17 (NLT) we 

see that a plumb line is started off from a cornerstone. Therefore, this is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: “Look I am placing a foundation stone in Jerusalem, a firm and 

tested stone”, this is the cornerstone to build on and in v:17 “I will test the measuring 

line of justice and the plumb line of righteousness”. There is no crookedness/sin in the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

In Amos 7:7-8 (NLT) “He showed me another vision, I saw the Lord standing beside a 

wall that had been built using a plumb line. He was using a plumb line to see if it was 

still straight. v:8 and the Lord said to me Amos what do you see. I answered, a plumb 

line and the Lord replied, I will test my people with a plumb line”. When God sets a 

standard there is no negotiating, our God does not change. What is right is right and 

what is wrong is wrong. Just as a carpenter’s plumb line is not subject to opinions, so 

God’s standards are not subject to the opinions of man. Now let’s take a quick look at 

another tool God used called canonization, no it’s not a gun. Canonization of our Bible is 

when all the Books and Scripture in the Bible agree.  The English word for canon comes 

from the Greek and Hebrew word meaning a measuring stick or plumb line. If we look 

in Isaiah 28:16 (NLT) God is saying “look I am placing a Foundation Stone in 

Jerusalem”, our God used a measuring stick (plumb line) to place the Cornerstone in 

place. Ok, moving on, there has been since the early postapostolic times and up to our 

present age false Christ (Antichrist) preaching and teaching doctrines other than the 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 
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inspired word of God. My question is how do we measure up, is our plumb line true? 

How do we discern what is true or not true? In 1 John 4:1-3(NLT) John is telling the 

early Church as well to us today what we can do.  “1. Dear friends, do not believe 

everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if the Spirit they 

have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world.  2. This is how 

we know if they have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming to be a prophet 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body that person has the Spirit of God.                                            

3. But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about 

Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of the Antichrist, which 

you heard is coming into the world and indeed is already here”.                                   

Every speaker should be tested against what the Holy Spirit tells us in the Scriptures. 

John’s outline here is a good doctrinal test. Don’t let someone move God’s or your 

plumb line to satisfy their agenda.    

God Bless 

 

   

 Watching the exciting progress toward our future sanctuary, thanks to the RV 

mappers, the contractors and much prayer. Continue to pray for their safety. 

 

 

 

The upcoming all church Christmas party will be December 14th at 1:00 PM, mark your 

calendars, you won’t want to miss it 

 

 

  

 

Returns January 8th at 1:30 pm 

 



The Olive Branch  A star in Bethlehem Winter 2019 
 By Brad Gonzales 

How this star in Bethlehem led to the return of Israel to the Jews. 

"The Grotto of the Nativity in Bethlehem is believed to be the site of Jesus' birth: a 

fourteen-pointed star marks the exact spot. The star was installed by the Catholics in 1717 

and removed by the Greeks in 1847, but France, against Russian opposition, pressured the 

Ottoman authorities into letting the Catholics replace it in 1853. Greek Orthodox monks 

tried to stop them, and in the ensuing fracas, a number were killed.  Russia responded by 

invading Turkey (Turkey being part of the Ottoman Empire), thus starting the Crimean 

War." - Rough Guides. 

Stay with me and I will connect the dots. This invasion starting the Crimean War was 

over the spoils of the Ottoman Empire who held much of the middle east including Israel, 

known as Palestine, because the Roman Emperor Hadrian renamed it after the second 

Jewish revolt 135 A.D. and forbid any Jew from entering Jerusalem.  

The Ottomans lost the war, owing massive debt to European nations. In an effort to 

repay their debts they began registering land holders to be taxed and selling off their 

holdings. Land in Israel could not however, be owned by a Jew, the Ottomans were Muslim 

and forbade it. But thru other channels some Jews were able to buy back pieces of their 

homeland. Beginning the release of the Ottoman hold over Israel.  

At about the same time a stranger from a distant land, as the prophet describes him, 

will describe the land of Israel as” The whole land is brimstone and salt and burning, 

that is not sown nor neither nor any grass grows therein”. Deut. 29:22-23 KJV                   

The description of the stranger; "... A desolate country whose soil is rich enough but is given 
over wholly to weeds... a silent mournful expanse.... a desolation.... we never saw a human 
being on the whole route.... hardly a tree or shrub anywhere. Even the olive tree and the cactus, 

those fast friends of a worthless soil, had almost deserted the country."  Was this stranger a 

Bible scholar, no in fact not a believer at all, but he was a reporter and author of “The 

Innocents Abroad”, which was read throughout world. His name is Samuel Clemmons, you 

may know him as Mark Twain.                                                                                         

************************************************************************************************* 

God’s word never returns void and can be fulfilled by some very unlikely people and by 

some obedient believers who have no idea of the long-range results of their obedience.  

************************************************************************************************* 

Later in 1917, a Christian, who did not want to be an military officer, but obeyed the 

calling, becoming instrumental in God’s plan and became the Commander of the British 

troops who were successful in defeating the Ottomans and taking possession of Jerusalem, 

but on the same day, the Balfour declaration went into effect. This declared that this land 

should be released and returned to the children of Israel. The year was a year of Jubilee in 

which land was to be returned to the original people who possessed it. * The occupier had 

to release the land for this to happen. The Ottomans nor England for that matter obeyed 
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Jewish law, but God works in mysterious ways and God is the author of the laws of the year 

of Jubilee.  So, events that seem insignificant have the purposes of God written in them.  

So, as a result of the dispute over this star in Bethlehem, the return of the Jews to their 

homeland begun and continues to this day. 

Now, don’t think that I came up with this myself. I was reading a book that has many 
things that I wanted to have a third-party reference, seemingly unbelievable, so I 
wanted to verify the facts. Searching with less than obvious questions and the facts 
speak for itself.  “The Oracle” written by Rabbi Jonathan Cahn is well worth the read. 
God is amazing and never forget, God is involved in our lives to the smallest detail, He 
works in mysterious ways for His people.  

Watch and pray, 

Brad Gonzales 

Mark Twain's visit to Lebanon, Syria, and the Holy Land in 1867 was published in "The Innocents Abroad", where he 
described Palestine as follows:"..... A desolate country whose soil is rich enough but is given over wholly to weeds... a silent 
mournful expanse.... a desolation.... we never saw a human being on the whole route.... hardly a tree or shrub anywhere. Even the 
olive tree and the cactus, those fast friends of a worthless soil, had almost deserted the country." (The Innocents Abroad, p. 361-
362) 

 
*********************************************************************** 

Why Facebook Live? 

Each Sunday, the 10:30a.m. worship service is broadcast live, using Facebook live. 
Anyone traveling or stuck at home for any reason can join us through Facebook. I have 
begun to open a ‘watch party’ on my page that links this to my friends and family 
across the country. As a result, I have “invited” family from Idaho, California, Maine and 
Massachusetts and friends from High School and College in California who have 
watched and listened to our church praising God and heard the message from God that 
Pastor Dallas brings each Sunday. If other Facebook users did this think of all the 
people who would hear the Gospel and experience a Pentecostal church service. On 
September 8th we reached a total of 340 people (the range is 124-394) from the 
church’s page, my “watch party” and others that I am not aware. People who may 
never have visited AJ First because of distance or whatever. Invite your circle of friends 
to share in our worship service.  To do this simply go to your page, tap on “what’s on 
your mind, scroll down to the bottom and tap on watch party. You will see search for 
videos type ‘AJ First Assembly of God’ (it is not case sensitive), then find the live feed, 
tap it and tap done. You will be back on your page, at the bottom click the video then 
tap post it. You will see ‘your watch party is about to begin’. As people log on you can 
see their name, one of the comments I have had was “what a powerful church service”.  
Try it, it’s worth the effort. If you need help see me, I can walk you through it. 
This can be done at any time, so participate in the service then later on follow the step 
by step process.  God Bless, Brad G. 


