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“And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto 
them, Occupy till I come.”   Luke 19:13 
  

Occupy till I Come 
Fran Barbano 

  
“Occupy till I come,” Jesus said.  Occupy means to work, to hold a place, to be ac-
tive in something, to occupy a position. 
  
While today it may look like we live in a world gone mad, scripture foretells of 
these times: Wars and rumors of wars; nation against nation, tribulations in earth 
and sea; earthquakes in diverse places, famines, and pestilence. We are also 
warned of the growing deception in the world and are told, “be not de-
ceived.” (Satan is the master of deception and infiltrates everything.) After the long 
list of misfortune coming on the earth Jesus says that these are “the beginning of 
sorrows,” Matthew 24:7,8. 
  
What are we, as Christians, to do? We find the answer in scripture. In the midst of 
all these things Christians are to “occupy” or work until Jesus returns. Occupy is 
not passive. It is an active verb. It means to ‘do something.’ 
  
Just as the Bible is history, it is prophesy. We can look to the past in the word and 
see times gone by, and we can see the future in the word. The Holy Bible is man’s 
instruction book, given by God. That in itself is amazing. There is no other book 
like the Bible and it’s accuracy is astounding. 
  
Paul, in a letter to Timothy, sums up “occupy "succinctly in 1 Timothy 4:10,12-16. 
While Paul is writing to Timothy, the words are for us all. “For therefore we both 
labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of 
all men, specially of those that believe.  Don’t let anyone look down on you . . 
.  but set an example for the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
in faith, and in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee . . . Meditate upon these things; give 
thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, 
and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thy-
self, and them that hear thee.” KJV 
 
Every Christian has a gift(s), given by God.  
 
We are to use our gifts to reach others for the sake of the gospel. Each church has 
believers with myriad gifts, given by the Holy Spirit, so that the ‘body of Christ’ is 
complete in all areas. One teaches, one prophesies, one heals, one helps, one com-
forts, and so on. If we all had the same gifts, the body would be incomplete and 
incapable of accomplishing the work before us. Therefore, the Holy Spirit gives 
each one gifts according to His will, as He sees fit. These gifts are irrevocable, so 
we need to learn to use what we have been given by God, the Holy Spirit 

  



 
Occupy till I Come 
Fran Barbano 
. 
  
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your call-
ing; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given grace according 
to the measure of the gift of Christ,” Ephesians 4:4-7. 
  
When we share what Christ has done in our life, we are witnessing to others, and 
to ourselves. We cannot hear what Christ has done without being changed or 
“strengthening the inner man,” as scripture states in Ephesians 3:16.  
 
 When there is no opportunity to share with others, my spirit becomes sad and 
sullen. I need to share and this need is felt in my spirit. Perhaps you feel this, too, 
that you need to speak of what God has done in your life. So in doing this, we are, 
as scripture says, “witnessing,” and “redeeming the time.” 
  
“Starting with a handful of men and women on the Day of Pentecost, that little 
ragtag band of disciples grew and multiplied until at the end of seven years, their 
numbers totaled at least a hundred thousand souls,” Dr. David Jeremiah. 
  
Think what God could do with us or through us, if we were willing. 

 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What is our perspective of sin? I don’t know if this is a question many of us ask of ourselves, 
but I do believe it is a question asked by unbelievers about us. If you were to ask many un-
churched people why they don’t attend a church their answer would most likely be; why should 
I the people in the church don’t live any differently than I do. 

 I believe the answer to this question is twofold; 

 First, we have a difficult time defining what sin really is and 

 Secondly, we don’t have a good grasp of the full Gospel message. 

 Let me begin with defining sin; Sin is an act, thought, or way of behaving that goes 
against the law or teachings of a religion, especially when the person who commits it is aware 
of this. In Christian theology, the condition of being DENIED God’s grace because of a sin or 
sins committed, Did you see that an offense of the law or a teaching of a religion. In Romans 
we read that “the wages of sin are death” (Romans 6:23). 

 One of our biggest defenses of this definition is that everybody does it or at least Ii am 
not like so and so. God says that any sin will keep us from His graces unless it is repented for. I 
am reading a book in which the author talks of a parking ticket he once received, which was 
easily dismissed because it was a very minor infraction and a simple fine took care of it. But 
what was it really? It was an act of direct disobedience to God’s command that we are to; Obey 
our leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an 
account. (to God) (Heb 13:17) 

So you see what we may see as an innocent thing God may consider it a sin of disobedience. 

 The second thing I would like to address is what I believe is the true essence of the 
meaning of the full Gospel. We would all like to live and believe in the loving grace of our God. 
If that becomes for us the total essence of the Gospel, then we make our God a god with a 
small “g”, if we look at only His love and compassion but deny His authority.    

 I think that the essence of the “Full Gospel” message can be found not in the New Testa-
ment, but rather in the Old Testament. In the book of Exodus after Moses had come down from 
the mountain the second time with the new tablets which God had Moses chisel out of new 
stone God spoke.  
 
“Then the Lord came down in a cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed His 
name, the Lord. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, 
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithful-
ness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. 
(we can’t stop here) “Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 
children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth genera-
tion.” (Ex. 34:5-7) 
 
We see from this passage that the “Full Gospel” message is about God’s love, compassion and 
grace but we see that he is also a God of Justice. There will be a time when all will have to give 
account to God for our lives and the Bible says this about that day.   

 

Our sin and GOd’s lOve. 

Pastor Bob Roche 

August  2019 



 
We will be silenced on the day of judgment so that we will not be able to make any 
excuses or justification for the way we have lived. For we will have to sand before 
God in silenced as He decides the righteousness of our lives based on His stand-
ards and not the worlds. 
 
I believe these scriptures tell us that yes God is a loving and compassionate God, 
but that he also holds us to a different standard than that of a non-believer. The 
totality of His love is in His justice for His Word also says that He loves us where 
we are, but His love will not leave us there. 
 
Pastor Bob 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

YOUNG AT HEART EVENTS  Senior Adults (50+) From October  to 
June we meet the first Saturday of each month. Sometimes it is necessary to 
change the date, and sometimes we meet off campus but we are adults, so we can handle 
change! Watch the bulletin for our events. I am interested in starting a group of musicians and 
singers to play and sing for our events. Instruments include piano, keyboard, guitar, violin, 
mandolin, drums, etc., just contact me at pastormaryjune@ajfirst.org or call 480-244-9090. We 
could possibly start a JAM SESSION for SENIORS. Wouldn’t that be great fun?!!  

                  YAH’S 2019 CALENDAR 

                October 5th  1pm-4pm Chat and Chew with music,  games and bonfire.  

    We will be grilling burgers and hotdogs.    

    Coming soon the sign up sheet to bring the side dishes 

                November  2nd  2 pm-4pm  Ice cream and desert social                             

                December 7th  All Church Christmas party (no YAHs event this month.) 

                             Pastor MJ Ficarra        and          Brad Gonzales 

    Treasurer        new chairman  

 

 

 



THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD AND OUR 16 DOCTRINES 
THERE ARE 16 FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD  

ADHERE TO AND ARE LISTED BELOW IN A PARAPHRASED VERSION. 

 
1 

THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED 
THE WORDS ARE INSPIRED AS THE ORIGINAL WRITERS WERE MOVED BY GOD TO 
WRITE WHAT HE WANTED THEM TO SAY. 

2 
ONE TRUE GOD 

HE HAS ALWAYS EXISTED WITHOUT ANY OUTSIDE CAUSE OR AGENT BRINGING 
HIM INTO BEING. A SINGLE BEING ( DEUT. 6:4 ) CONSISTING OF THREE INTERRE-
LATED PERSONS: FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT ( MATT. 28:19 ). 

3 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS FULLY GOD 

JESUS THE SON OF GOD HAS ALWAYS EXISTED. KNOWING JESUS CAME FROM GOD, 
AND ACTUALLY IS GOD AND RETURNED TO GOD’S PRESENCE AFTER HIS DEATH 
AND RESURRECTION ASSURES US THAT OUR SALVATION AND RESTORED RELA-
TIONSHIP WITH GOD IS A TRUE REALITY. 

4 
THE FALL OF MANKIND 

MANKIND WAS CREATED GOOD AND UPRIGHT, HOWEVER CHOOSING A PATH OF 
SIN OVER GOOD ( GENESIS 3:1-7 ). 

5 
THE SALVATION OF MANKIND 

(* ONE OF FOUR OF OUR CARDINAL DOCTRINES ) 

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE CAN HAVE RESTORED FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD THROUGH 
JESUS CHRIST. WITHOUT THIS DOCTRINAL TRUTH, ALL OTHER DOCTRINAL STATE-
MENTS ARE EMPTY. 

6 
THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 

1. BAPTISM IN WATER ( MARK 16:16 ). 

2. HOLY COMMUNION ( I CORINTHIANS 11:26 ). 

7 
THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

(* ONE OF FOUR OF OUR CARDINAL DOCTRINES ) 

WE BELIEVE THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A SPECIAL AND A MAJOR FOCUS 
OF THE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH. 

8 
THE INITIAL PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF THE OF THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

THIS BAPTISM IS ACCOMPANED BY SPEAKING IN A UNKNOWN OR OTHER TONGUE 
( ACTS 2:4 ). 

 



9 
SANCTIFICATION 

AN ACT OF SEPARATING OURSELVES FROM EVIL. SALVATION IS NOT THE END 
OF A CHRISTIANS SPIRITUAL GROWTH. A CHRISTIAN STILL HAS MUCH SPIRITU-
AL GROWTH TO BE EXPERIENCED. 

10 
THE CHURCH AND IT’S MISSION 

THE CHURCH AS DISCRIBED IN THE BIBLE CONSISTS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST 
(    BRIDE OF CHRIST ) WITH CHRIST AS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH ( AGAIN 
THE BRIDE OF CHRIST ) FULFILLING THE GREAT COMMISSION ( MATT. 28:19; 
MARK 16:15 ). 

11 
THE MINESTRY 

AN IMPORTANT NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING IS “THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BE-
LIEVERS”, THAT IS ALL BELIEVERS TO MINISTER TO OR EDIFY THE REST OF THE 
BODY. 

12 
DIVINE HEALING 

(* ONE OF FOUR OF OUR CARDINAL DOCTRINES ) 

HEALING IS A PRIVILEGE OF ALL BELIEVERS ( MATT. 8:16-17; JAMES 5:14-16 ) 
AND IS AN INTERNAL PART OF THE GOSPEL. 

13 
THE BLESSED HOPE 

(* 0NE OF FOUR OF OUR CARDINAL DOCTRINES ) 

THE RAPTURE OF ALL BELIEVERS ( BRIDE OF CHRIST ). 

14 
THE MILLENNAL REIGH OF CHRIST 

THE 1000 YEAR REIGN OF CHRIST ( MATT. 24:27, 30, Rev. 1:7, 19:11-14; 20:1-
6 ). 

15 
The final judgment 

ALL WHO REJECTED CHRIST SALVATION WILL BE JUDGED, ANYONE WHOSE 
NAME IS NOT FOUND IN THE BOOK OF LIFE WILL BE SENT TO EVERLASTING 
PUNISHMENT. 

16 
THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH 

ACCORDING TO GOD’S PROMISE, WE WILL HAVE A NEW DWELLING PLACE AND 
REIGN WITH OUR HEAVENLY FATHER FOREVER ( 2 PETER 3:13; REV. 21,22 ). 

 

SUBMITTED BY HAROLD WORTHEN 



Only a dead self  is a good self. 

Many of my young adult years were wasted trying to “find myself” and “loose myself”. I've also tried to 
“discover myself” and even “create myself”. One can find these phrases in every self-help book, hear it on 
the radio or read it on magazine covers. Our society is consumed with self. “How to make my life better?” 
“How to get ahead in life?” “And what's in it for me?” Many well-meaning psychologists advise on how to 
stand out among peers and how to improve one's self -esteem and self- worth in an attempt to find hap-
piness. 
 
The only appropriate thing to do with self is put it to death. In fact, in order to be alive in Christ we MUST 
put the self aka. flesh to death. Just as Christ died to sin on the cross He has given us the ability to die to 
sin through faith in Him (Luke 9, 23-24). When we follow Christ in water baptism, its a symbol to demon-
strate outwards what happened to our old self on the inside. 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NIV): “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,who loved me and gave 
himself for me.” 
 
The way we die to ourselves, is by surrendering all of ourselves to God, by understanding it is all about 
Him and never about us. We must completely give up our plans, desires and wishes for our lives and sub-
mit to His will and His plan and repent of our sins and living without Him in general. When we truly un-
derstand that we were created to worship God, to serve God and others, and to co-labor with Him, then 
our thinking and our responses to situations are in alignment with the will of God. On a side-note, such a 
life also results in answered prayers (1. John 5, 14). 
 
Galatians 5:24 (NKJV): "And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and  desires.” 

Too many times Christians have a moment of surrender, a moment at the foot of the cross and with that 
a moment of peace. They feel this connection when a sermon persuades them to answer an alter call 
and at that moment they kneel at the cross, repent and crucify their flesh. Unfortunately soon after, they 
get up, resurrect their flesh, walk away from the cross and try to live their life again, out of their own 
strength. Often people don't even know they are doing it and they long to have more of these “spiritual 
moments”.  

We need to live at the cross, the access to the throne of God, on our knees, with the flesh crucified, all 
the time. Then and only then do we live in the Holy Spirit. Every ounce of self alive is a hole in our ar-
mor and a way for the enemy to attack. But with a lifestyle of surrender, a dead self and kneeling posi-
tion at the cross we can live in victory and we can enter God's rest daily as described in Hebrews. We 
don't have to live in search of feel-good moments nor running after a bit of peace and love here and 
there, but we become love, we live in the peace that Jesus gives and we allow the Holy Spirit to move in 
us and through us freely.  

Ephesians 4:22-24 (NIV) You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to 
put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made 
new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like 
God in true righteousness and holiness. 

We were created to be like God, to live a holy life, right now and right here. There is no place for self in 
such a life. Let's repent of resurrecting the flesh and crucify it daily to make sure it is dead and it will 
stay dead. Just as we cannot take any belongings with us when our mortal bodies die, we cannot take 
self with us when we become born again. Let us accept the gift of salvation and the new birth in Christ 
through faith by handing in our ticket, every last bit of the old self.  
 
Submitted by Jennifer Paguia 
 



The last day revival 

This is a Dave Wilkerson message that is a dozen pages long, so in order to save space, ink paper and 
cost I have edited it down. If you want to read it in its entirety go to ( http://worldchallenge.org/
printpdf/1083/ )           My “take aways” (comments) are in brackets here and there, Brad 

“What is ahead for the church of Jesus Christ? This is a question of great concern to believers world-
wide. As cataclysmic events take place all over the globe, many are wondering, "Is the Holy Spirit go-
ing to revive the church before Jesus returns? Will Christ’s body leave this world with a whimper or 
with a shout?" 

The New Testament is filled with predictions of a last-days falling away. False prophets will rise up and 
lead many astray. Wolves will come in sheep’s clothing, bringing powerful deceptions to "deceive, if 
possible, even the elect of God." Wickedness will abound, causing once-hot believers to lose their first 
love. With the flood of iniquity to come, the love of many will grow cold. 

Jesus prophesied these very things. And his warnings were meant to challenge our faith. As over-
whelming iniquity floods the earth, he asks: "When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth?" (Luke 18:8). 

Think about it: Christ knew everything we would be witnessing today, from horrifying school shootings, 
to the rise of militant homosexuality, to terrorist acts taking place throughout the world. In the midst 
of these things, he asks us, "Will you continue to believe, though things wax worse? Will you faint in 
your confidence when things don’t happen as you thought they would? Or, will you continue to trust in 
me?" 

You see, despite the rise in iniquity and great calamities, Jesus knew there would be a great last-days 
revival. The Holy Spirit inspired Isaiah’s prophecies, and he knew full well about the prediction of a re-
vival as the end draws near. 

…I’m thankful for this word from the Psalms. More and more, we hear reports of secularism wiping out 
the evangelical church in Europe, of Islam being the fastest growing religion in the world, of homosex-
uals hijacking entire denominations, of Christ’s church growing so weak it no longer has any impact on 
society. Yet God’s Word declares, "On Christ the Rock God will build his church." 

"And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18). Nothing from the bowels of hell 
can hope to destroy Christ’s church. His eye is always on his people, and through everything he warns 
Satan and his hordes, "Do not touch the apple of my eye." "Behold, they shall surely gather together, 
but not by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake" (Isaiah 54:15). Do 
you see what God is saying here? "The devil is going to come at you. Enemies out of hell will gather 
together against you. But Satan will not succeed." 

1. Everywhere we turn in the last days, we will see God’s glory breaking forth in a Last re-
vival. 

As believers, we can be under covenant with God, carrying in our hearts his precious promises of 
no fear, no shame, no confusion, no reproach. Yet, it is still possible for us to be tossed about by per-
sonal storms, to experience loneliness, to have no one to comfort us. In short, we are allowed to be 
buffeted by Satan....  

What an incredible picture. It is as though God is saying, "Behold the devil fanning his fire, making 
weapons he uses to try to destroy my people. I made this smith, creating him as an angel. He once 
had power and authority, but he was cast down because of rebellion. I created him, and so I can chain 
him. He can go only as far as I permit." 

[We are more than conquerors, when we speak, no . declare, the name of Jesus even the demons 
tremble. Our victory is in Christ Jesus and when we battle the dark forces that victory reveals the glory 
of God.] 

 Only one life 

Twill soon be past 

Only what's done 

for Christ will last. 

http://worldchallenge.org/printpdf/1083/
http://worldchallenge.org/printpdf/1083/


2. Paul echoes Isaiah when he says the Lord cherishes his church as a loving husband cherishes 
his wife. 

I challenge you to go to any city, from church to church of every evangelical persuasion. Try to find one 
where you recognize the awesome, manifest presence of Jesus, where you encounter his heart-melting con-
viction. When the Lord is truly present, you recognize it, whether in the singing, the preaching or the fellow-
ship. Something stirs your soul, and it produces an awe and a reverence. In my experience, this is rarely 
found. 

[ I thank God for this body of believers at AJ First and for the Lord’s presence. But do not grow weary in 
well doing. Keep up the fight, grow and mature to be ready as the bride waiting for her Groom.] 

3. How will this last revival come about? 

In short, Isaiah says there can be no widespread, last revival until the spirit of greed and false security is 
brought down. We can pray for revival, we can cry out to God to pour out his Spirit, but it is impossible un-
less the Lord first shakes all things: "Hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, 
that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me... Therefore, shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt 
not know from whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and 
desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know" (Isaiah 47:11, my italics). 

God is not going to overlook sin, but he will strike down the devil’s strongholds. He’s going to sound a wake-
up call to his church with a "sudden desolation." Indeed, this will be a great act of love on the Lord’s part. 
He so loves his church that he refuses to allow ease, pleasure and apostasy to blind and ruin the object of 
his love. 

 Even now, we are seeing the beginnings of the last revival, as Acts 2:17 is being fulfilled. 

"It shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams" (Acts 2:17). In all my years of ministry, I have never been able to envision this prophecy happening 
in our day. Now I believe it is being fulfilled. [ notice the date in 2008, now more than a decade later it is 
even more apparent.] 

He closes with a story of one of his church’s security men. For 25 years this man served Satan. He was once 
New York’s third-highest-ranking high priest in Santeria devil worship… He had sold himself body and soul to 
Satan. But this man’s heart was stirred by the Holy Spirit. He became restless, and one night he challenged 
Jesus, "If you are stronger than the devil I serve, show me in a dream tonight."  

That night in a dream, the man saw himself on a train bound for hell. As it passed through a tunnel, on the 
other side stood Satan. The devil told the man, "You have been faithful to me. Now I’m taking you to your 
eternal resting place." Then suddenly, a cross appeared. At that moment, the man woke up. 

He came out of that experience on fire for Jesus, rid his apartment of every trace of evil, and gave his 
life to the Lord. Today, he is a sweet, devout man of God and is active in our church. I stopped him recently 
and told him, "I see Jesus in you." He answered, "Brother Dave, you don’t realize what those words mean to 
me after twenty-five years of serving the devil." His miraculous new life had all come out of that God-given 
dream. 

 The Last Day Revival Published on World Challenge (https://worldchallenge.org) 
   The Last Day Revival   
  David Wilkerson January 28, 2008 

God will meet us wherever you are, you can be forgiven of what ever you have done or been as we see from this 
example. A man on a train bound for hell rescued by the cross of Christ.  

2 Timothy 4:1-2 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of His appearing and 
His kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage – with great patience and careful instruction.  

So now being aware that there is a judgment and the standard by which you will be judged is His righteousness.  

 Who are you going to warn?   THE ABCs OF SALVATION 

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your sin is death and separation from God forever. 

   BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He died on the cross.  

  CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history declares You are – the Son of God. I humble my-
self and surrender to You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.” 


