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We must cooperate with our movement 
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and winning new souls for Christ.
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Sk il l f u l  Reso u r c in g
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for it will determine our destiny.
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W h o is  m y 
J esu s?

By Pastor Bob Roche

He is LOVE 
 
If I were to look for a definition of Jesus in the Bible, I would read 
that Jesus is LOVE. That seems to be a simple thing to comprehend. 
But is it? 
 
Jesus tells us that if we LOVE Him we will obey His commands. Notice 
He doesn't say that we would like to obey or that we would try to 
obey, but that we would obey. He tells us to LOVE our enemies and 
LOVE our neighbors as we LOVE ourselves. He also says that we 
should hate the things that God hates and LOVE the things that God 
LOVES. All of a sudden it seems, to define Jesus as LOVE is shallow. I 
don't mean to sound like I am in some way cheapening who Jesus is, 
but it would appear that my, (at this time,) definition of LOVE is 
somehow on a smaller plane than that of Jesus. 
 
Because Jesus and God are the same, Jesus has the same LOVE spo-
ken of in John 3:16. So what are the components of a God like LOVE 
that makes it different than the simple LOVE that we can compre-
hend? 
 
I believe that on the surface our compressible LOVE is made up of 
feelings and a Godly LOVE is a temperate lifestyle. 
 
Look at this example of how a simple act of kindness is obedient to 
God's command could be inspired by both worldly LOVE and Godly 
Love. 

When Jesus was confronted by the rich young ruler questioning how 
he could experience the Kingdom of God. Jesus told him to sell all 
that he had and give to the poor. Sadly, this man left discouraged be-
cause he had so much. In this case the man did nothing for his own 
reasoning be it pride, selfishness or judgement on others who were 
less fortunate than he. 
 
How does this fit the context of worldly versus Godly LOVE? It points 
out an attitude within the church today that some who have the 
means to demonstrate Godly LOVE to the world will simply say 'no' 
even though they have a knowledge of a Godly kingdom and that it is 
desirable. 
 
Then there is the story of the widow's mite where Jesus shows that 
there are those who will give from their abundance out of duty with-
out any kind of compassion, worldly LOVE. These people sit in our 
churches every Sunday and profess a relationship with Jesus, but they 
don't bear the fruit to back it up. On the other hand, the widow gave 
out of her poverty (Luke 21:2). She gave out of an abundance of a 
God like LOVE and compassion. These two examples from scripture 
show two components of godly love that is missing from the world; 
LOVE, COMPASSION. 
 
Let's go back and look at the widow's mite and see another compo-
nent of Godly LOVE. We see from the scripture that this widow was of 
meager means. But she was bound by Godly LOVE to give what she 
had; "All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth, but she (the 
widow) out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." (Luke 21:4) 
This shows another component of Godly LOVE, 'SACRIFICE'. 
 
Pastor Bob 
 



“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep:  

for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” 

 

Now is the Accepted Time 

Fran Barbano 

 

What is salvation and why does it matter? When teaching at Navajo revivals, the Spirit’s leading has always been to teach on salvation. Without 
salvation, nothing else matters. When Jesus came to teach us how to live and to love, He came to fulfill the law, take back what Adam relin-
quished in the Garden, and to be an atonement for not only our sin, but the sins of the world. God is holy and man is sinful, and there is no way 
to bridge the gap. Christ came to be our ‘bridge’ to the Father. That bridge covers the great chasm of sin and death to a future of eternal life with 
God. It isn’t automatic. We can’t earn or purchase this gift. It is free, but we have to willingly accept and believe it. Jesus said, “I am the way, the 
truth and the life; no man comes to the Father, but by Me.” 

 

After one revival, a lady shared, “For years, people told me I needed to be saved but no one ever said why. You made it clear and understanda-
ble.” She gave her life to Christ. I am reminded, “I planted, Apollos watered, but GOD gave the increase.” 

 

No matter what we’ve done God loves us. His love is unconditional. Our finite minds cannot comprehend this unconditional love or the magnitude 
of His love for us. We don’t deserve it, we are completely unworthy, but He loves us. Do we know that He not only loves us, but He knows every-
thing about us, knows us better than we know ourselves, yet loves us anyway? Amazing grace, incredible love. Awesome God! 

 

When the Holy Spirit is drawing us to God, we feel that pull in our heart. We can walk away or we can run to the Lord and have the most reward-
ing and fulfilling relationship available on this earth today. God doesn’t force us; He gave us free will. Then He waits, watching, longing and hop-
ing that we will seek Him, find Him and make Him first in our life. (Jeremiah 29:13) The Bible says that before the foundation of the earth was 
formed, He knew us. Ephesians 1:4,7; 1 Peter 1:18-25. 

 

Do we know that God is a relational God? He created us for His purpose. We are His family and He desires a relationship with us. He loves us, 
longs for us, draws us, and tries to make us aware of Himself.  

 

God is holy. Man is sinful. Between us and God, this great chasm cannot be bridged by human efforts or works. Even our best intentions and ef-
forts fail miserably and we sin. Romans 3:23 says: For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. And, For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

“Our laws and our institutions must necessarily be based upon the teachings of the Redeemer of Mankind. It is impossible that it should be otherwise; and in this sense 

and to this extent, our civilization and our institutions are emphatically Christian.” U.S. Supreme Court, 1892 decision 



 

We are not without hope because God,  in His infinite mercy, made a way for us to be saved. Rom  6:23 
 
Jesus came to bridge that gap by becoming sin for us. He died in our place so we could, in turn, live for Him, and return to the Father when 
this life ends. We’re only going to heaven by way of the cross. Jesus gave His life to make this possible. When we commit our life to Him, we 
are no longer our own. We are bought with a price. Jesus died for us that we might choose to live for Him. Christianity is an exchange of lives. 
His for ours...ours for His, requiring surrender.  

 

When we invite Christ to be Lord of our life, He accepts us just as we are. We don’t have to change first. Changes come gradually, by the Holy 
Spirit, who changes us from the inside out. The sins we held in our heart lose their appeal. Ever so slowly, we are changed. 

 

If you would like to invite Jesus into your life, say this prayer with me: Dear God. I know I am a sinner. I repent and turn from my sin. I be-
lieve Jesus Christ died for my sins, rose from the dead, and is alive forever. I believe and accept Jesus as my Savior. Thank you for saving me. 
Amen. 

 

God bless you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It is the duty of nations, as well as of men, to own their 

dependence upon the overruling power of God and to rec-

ognize the sublime truth announced in the Holy Scriptures 

and proven by all history, that those nations only are 

blessed whose God is the Lord,” Abraham Lincoln. 



What are you doing?  

Recently, I was in a store watching a young mother trying to get her child to keep a band aid on his wounded knee. She was telling him that it 
has to stay clean and the band aid helps it to heal and not reopen the wound. It occurred to me, that we are often the same way when it 
comes to the wounds caused by sin.  

The Apostle Paul said it best in Romans 7:15  

" For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do."  

So, much like this child, we often do what we know is not good for us.  

Tearing off the band aid and opening up the wounds of sin.  

Repeating the very things that have injured us and not letting it heal.  

Vs 24 "O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25. I thank God-through Jesus Christ our Lord!...  

Eph 6:13 "Therefore, take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day. and having done all, to stand."  

There was a book titled, "All you can do is all you can do, but all you can do is enough." The author asked the question ' Is there anything more 
that you can do?  

Yes! Turn it over to God, put it in His hands. Prov. 16:20 “He who gives attention to the word will find good, And blessed is he who trusts in the 
Lord”  

With Independence Day coming up in the next few days, I thought of this excerpt from a prayer of George Washington, " Direct my thoughts, 
words and work. Wash away my sins in the immaculate blood of the Lamb, and purge my heart by thy Holy Spirit, from the dross of my natural 
corruption, that I may with more freedom of mind and liberty of will, serve thee, the ever-lasting God, in righteousness and holiness this day 
and all the days of my life."  

It seems we are not alone in our struggles; the answer is in seeking our Lord Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit.  

“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is weak.” Mark 14:38  

“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the 
Son of Man.” Luke 21:36  

Submitted by Brad Gonzales 

“God who gave us life gave us liberty. And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only 
firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are a gift of God? That they are not to be violated but 
with His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep forever.” 
Thomas Jefferson 



Spiritual exercise 

Whether you are training for a marathon or just to stay fit exercise is essential to our lives. The same can be said for out spiritual 
lives, the more you exercise your faith the stronger it becomes. Exercising prayer, prayer language, the gift of healings, to another 
the working of miracles, or prophecy. Using your gift of prophecy, discerning of spirits, a word of knowledge or interpretation of 
tongues. The more you exercise the stronger and better it gets. No on starts out running a marathon the first day they start. The 
same will be with other gifts, starting out small or receiving an urging and finding it was accurate and needed. Then maybe in a life 
group where you feel safer. It is important to try the spirit to be sure it is from the Lord, but like God says about tithing, TRY ME, 
the same is true here. If you do not try and maybe stumble you can never get stronger. Some think that these were only for the 
apostles, but we praise and worship our Lord and Savior who is the same yesterday, today and forever. We need to encourage one 
another so the whole body gets stronger doing all to the Glory of God. 

 

“Within the covers of the Bible are all the answers for all the problems men face. The Bible can touch 

hearts, order minds, and refresh souls,” Ronald Reagan. 

Next issue August 25th 

Thanks to all who have contributed. If you would like to share an article submit it to  aj1stolivebranch@gmail.com 

Deadline for the next issue  August 12th.   

 



Not a game of horse shoes 

  

 There was a man, he talked to Jesus every day, in fact he lived with Him. He performed miracles in the name of Jesus, and he left his old 
life and his family to follow Jesus. He had a strong commitment to be a good disciple and he gave up a lot. From time to time he struggled with 
his faith, but he always came around and learned from his shortcomings. On the outside we may look at this man and think to ourselves that he 
was a good example for other Christians, and we can learn a lot from him. What if I told you this man is neither saved nor transformed into a new 
creation nor is he walking in the Holy Spirit.  This man is called Simon, he was one of the disciples that followed Jesus wherever He went. He 
gave up his career and family.  

 When I first heard about Jesus, I had a moment of surrender, answered an alter call and decided to be committed to my new life. I prayed 
a lot, read many devotionals, attended church regularly and volunteered for certain events. I surrounded myself with other believers and entered 
the lifestyle of a Christian. I still struggled with sin, but when I read the Bible stories of people who got it wrong a lot I could certainly relate and 
thought that that is just part of this life. I could especially relate to Simon, he was so devoted to Jesus, and had the courage to ask Jesus to call 
him out on the water. Further he immediately drew his sword to Jesus' defense, but he also ended up sinking in the water, being rebuked by Je-
sus (Mark 8:33) and he even ends up denying Jesus three times (Luke 22:54-62). 

 What I didn't know at the time was that neither Simon nor I were born again yet. For the disciples, salvation was not yet available yet. 
The veil was not torn, the Holy Spirit has not come, and people have not been born again yet. (Only a select few had the Holy Spirit in the old 
testament such as kings and prophets). As for me, I had included Jesus into my life, and I was under the assumption that I was born again, and I 
would have told anyone who asked about my status. But I was living Jesus incorporated, trying to be a good person, thinking the Holy Spirit is 
supposed to help enable my flesh to do better. It wasn't until about 2 years later that I was freed from bondage by the mercy of God which re-
vealed to me all the areas of my life that I was still living in sin and in rebellion. 

 Only after complete surrender and repenting of my old life, I died to myself and now live life under sole ownership by Jesus. I got baptized 
with water and with the Holy Spirit. Now I am a new person, my new role model is not the old Simon but Peter, after he repented. He received 
the Holy Spirit and lived a life worthy of the calling. He walked in victory, confessing Christ everywhere he went. He boldly proclaimed the gospel, 
healed many, didn't take no for an answer and followed Christ to the point of death.  

 Those are the people we should relate to and use as examples, people that live in the Spirit not in the flesh.  

 We are given a few hints that will always point to true children of God.  

 Romans 8:14 (NIV): “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.”  

 John 15: 8 (NKJV):” By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so, you will be My disciples.  

 John 13:35 (NKJV): By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

 

[ Don't be deceived like I was, thinking I was born again when I was not.]??? 

  

 Jesus says in Matthew 7: 13-14 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there 
are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” 

 This gate is narrow like a birth canal, requiring us to leave everything behind to fit through it, in order to be born again.  

Make sure to enter exactly through the narrow gate because close doesn't count. 

 

      Submitted by Jennifer Paguia          



Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.  

 Psalm 33:12 

 

 If you “Google” this verse, among the results you will likely find a number of patriotic images sometimes overlaying the words on an 
American flag.  I would like to consider this verse in a somewhat different, more ancient, context.  The 33rd Psalm is a song that praises God as 
the creator and preserver.  Throughout, the psalmist uses the name of God, YHWH (usually pronounced as “Yahweh”), instead the more generic 
“El”.  The psalmist does not merely speak of “God”, but he knows His name.  The 12th verse is quite near the center of this Psalm and seems to 
connect God as creator with God as preserver. 

 The verse begins with the word “blessed” which is used to translate the Hebrew ashre.  Some have proposed the word “happy” be used 
instead, but I think that the English word “happy”, which originally referred to “good luck”, with its association with chance and fate, sends us 
down the wrong path of thinking.  For the psalmist, blessing in not a matter of having good luck, but a matter of enjoying the benefits of God, 
our creator and preserver—and those benefits form the verses of the “song of joy” to God. 

 Who then does the psalmist call “blessed”?  Well, first of all, it is “the nation”.  In thinking about that we should be careful to remember 
that nations in the sense that America is called a nation did not exist when the psalmist wrote.  In writing, he used the Hebrew word goy.  When 
goy was translated into a Greek version of the Hebrew Bible, the translators used the Greek word ethnos, from which our modern words 
“ethnic” and “ethics” (and so on) come from.  Superficially, one might turn to the latter usage of the Hebrew goyim as non-Jewish people 
(gentiles), but the Scriptures also speak or Israel as a goy gadol (a great nation, Genesis 12:2) and as a goy kadosh (a holy nation, Exodus 
19:6).   

 We might be tempted at this point to suppose that the meaning of “nation” is closer to what we mean when we talk about “a people”.  
That might not be far from the truth.  The second part of this verse in fact speaks of “the people”, but that word is ‘am.  This is by far the most 
common Hebrew word for “a people” in the Hebrew Bible.  The origin of this word comes from the word for “father”.  If we think of father in 
terms of a family, we may imagine its expansion to “clan” and eventually to “nation”.  This couples nicely, I think, with the word “inheritance”. 

 The blessing of God is pronounced on a people who are united in culture, notions of right and wrong, and a sense of connection or be-
longing to one another; but also to those who, if you will, share a common father.  It is as though those two things are joined together in bless-
ing.  But what is blessing?  I suppose we tend to think of it as being happy because we are getting stuff that we want, or some sort of spiritual 
“buzz” we get sometimes in church.  That’s a popular view in our day and age, but it is not quite biblical.  If one wishes to understand the sort 
od blessing Jesus offers to his people then one may begin reading at Matthew 5:3. 

--Robert Atwood 

 "We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled 

by morality and religion. Our Constitutions was made only for a moral and religious people. It is 

wholly inadequate to the government of any other."   John  Adams 


