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Jesus is coming soon!
In John 15:5, we read the words of Jesus:

''I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing."
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A Word from the new editor:
For the past 11 years, Pat
Johnson has been the editor of
the Olive Branch and she has
done an outstanding job. We
applaud her ability in gathering
articles from the leaders of the
various ministries, our pastors
and other contributors. However,
she felt it was time to pass the
baton on to someone else to keep
this “tool” going.
This is where I come in. My
name is Brad Gonzales and I have
been looking for a way to serve,
a way to be a part of what the
Lord is doing here at AJ First.
So, when the opportunity to take
on this endeavor came along, I
made myself available.
In the book of John, Jesus
says that “He is the Vine”. So,
branches, yes, that’s you, we
have an opportunity. A time to
learn and to share with one
another thoughts and words from
the Lord. My hope is that
everyone would share this
publication so that others may
come to AJ First and more
importantly come to know Jesus
as Lord and Savior.
AJ First is a ‘house of
prayer’ and ‘a house of
miracles’, let’s make it known
throughout the area that God is
present among His people and He
answers prayer!
May God bless the readers, the
writers and the editor of
The Olive Branch.

Compromise to Sin
Compromise of actions, contrary to the Word and the Will of God, puts the professing Christian in a
very difficult and dangerous place.
Have you ever heard the story of the guy who could not decide what side he wanted to fight for
during the Civil War? He put on the coat of the North and the trousers of the South, and guess what? He got
shot at from both sides! This is what happens to the compromiser, the person who tries to live in two worlds.
It's one miserable place to be.
Sadly, there are many in the church today that live a compromised life.
The Bible gives us an example in Revelation 2 of such a church: Pergamos, located in Pergamum,
the capital of Asia Minor, was known for its rampant idolatry. Pergamum housed the altar of Zeus and was
the center of Caesar worship. Idolatry, wickedness, and sexual immorality were common place. The sin of
Pergamum was its toleration of evil; a sort of ‘have-your-cake’ and ‘eat-it-too’ philosophy.
Rev. 2:12-16 12"To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: these are the words of him who has the
sharp, double-edged sword. 13I know where you live---where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to
my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was
put to death in your city---where Satan lives. 14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are
some among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so
that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those
who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will
fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
He promises to wage war against immoral professing believers if they do not repent. This is
especially true of those whom He has put in a position of leadership. As we can see in Eze 22:30-31:
30"I

looked for someone among them who would help build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on
behalf of the land, so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none. 31So, I will pour out my wrath on them
and consume them with my fiery anger, bringing down on their heads all they have done, declares the
Sovereign Lord."
Corruption among the leaders and the people was so widespread in Judah that God could not find
one person who would attempt to lead the people back to God. It is a tragedy today that some churches are
so gripped in worldliness and spiritual compromise that God can find no one in the congregation who is
willing to intercede against spiritual and moral decay. All too often many good people remain silent out of a
spirit of fear or compromise rather than becoming fervent intercessors for revival and for turning away God's
wrath and judgment.
Sadly, this is how most people want it today. They want to go to church — when they get around to it.
They certainly want to go to heaven, but they still want to live in sin. They want to party and sin and commit

immorality, lie when necessary, cheat if they must, steal if it suits them, hate, and get revenge when
someone crosses them.
It is the idea of sinning to your heart's content, telling yourself God will understand. If you think you
can sin to your heart's content without repercussions, and if you think you can go out and break the
commandments of God over and over because you're an exception to the rule, then you are deceiving
yourself.
I am not suggesting that a Christian will not sin. The Bible clearly says, "If we say we say we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us" (1 John 1:8). But there is a big difference between the
person who sins, is sorry for it, and doesn't want to keep doing it, and the person who continually, willfully,
habitually sins over and over again and then says, "It is okay. God will forgive me."
The Bible says, "Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to
sin; how can we live in it any longer?" (Romans 6:1, NIV).
The devil introduced compromise into the church of Pergamos and he will/has introduced it into the
lives of people today.
If you look at the times in your life when you have fallen into sin, you can probably trace it back to a
series of missteps — small compromises you made, that led to the big compromise that led to your fall. And
as compromise finds its way into the church, it weakens us. The church of Christ patronized is the church of
Christ impure. We lose our effectiveness in this world. We lose our effectiveness as individuals as well.
I am not suggesting that we be holier-than-thou hypocrites. Instead, we should live in such a way that
unbelievers could look at us and say, "There is something different about that person. Something that is
desirable, something admirable." They may laugh at you at times, but deep in their hearts they may deeply
respect you. The compromising person, on the other hand, reaches no one.
Compromise begins with leaving your first love for Jesus Christ, which leads to compromise, which
leads ultimately to immorality, idolatry, and other sins.
Show me a person who is not living in close fellowship with God and I will show you a person who is
on the way to bigger problems. It is only a matter of time.
The best antidote to the allurements and temptations of this world is a passionate love relationship with
Jesus Christ.
If there is a breakdown in your relationship with God, it is only a matter of time until compromises start
making their way into your life, until you start lowering your standards here and there. Keep your guard up.
Stay close to Jesus, let the fire of the first love burn brightly, and you will be strong. I can't promise that you
will be sin-free. But you will have the power and resolve you need to live a life that pleases God.
Here is a list of more scriptures you look up and study those show times of compromise:
Gen. 19:1, Judges 3:6; 16:19, 1 Sa 8:5, Eze 22:30, Micah 3:8, Mt 27:24, Jn 12:43, Gal 2:12

Submitted by Pastor Bob Roche
Associate Pastor

Getting acquainted with
Ron & Shirley Brackeen

Ron has been a board member for two years and is active in the Men’s ministry, Life Groups, and you will always
see Ron and Shirley on our float in the Lost Dutchman Day parade. Shirley is active in Women’s Bible Study, Life
Groups, LOVES ministry and Patchwork Prayer Quilters.
Ron and Shirley celebrated 30 years of a truly blessed marriage, last March. They have 4 boys and 7
grandchildren. Before he retired, Ron worked in the construction trades, especially as an Electrician and carpentry.
Shirley recently retired from the Nursing profession. She is a creative person and expresses that through painting.
One of the projects that she helped with was painting the AJ First Nursery.
Ron was born in Ohio and raised in Mississippi before coming to Arizona, 55 years ago. Shirley was born in Ft.
Wayne, Indiana, and moved to Arizona, 27 years ago.
Ron has been saved for 57 years and Shirley for 55 years. Ron has been active in various ministries for more
than 40 years and Shirley for 30 years. They are now active with “Racers for Christ” and Retirement Home Services.
Shirley’s favorite hymn is “Nothing but the blood” and Ron’s is “Amazing Grace” especially with bag pipes.
Most of us know that Ron plays guitar, but did you know he also played trumpet, baritone and his favorite
double French Horn? Shirley played flute and the Native American flute.
Ron’s favorite Bible verse is John 15:16 “You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and
produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.”
Shirley loves the entire 100th Psalm it starts, vs.1 & 2 “Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all ye lands! Serve
the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.” And ends with vs 5 “For the Lord is good;
His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generation”
Teachers and Preachers that they like (other than Pastor Dallas of course) are Pastor Dale Gray, Chuck Smith
and Andy Stanley.
Shirley’s favorite food is BBQ Ribs and Ron likes Burgers and Enchiladas.
I asked if they had met any famous people. Ron got to meet Bo Didley and Shirley met Dale Evans, Jessie
Dixon and Carmen.
Ron and Shirley are among the friendliest and faithful people at AJ First, if you don’t know them you are
missing a real blessing.

Written by Brad Gonzales
Olive Branch Editor

So.......What is a LifeGroup?
LifeGroups are the same as home groups, cell groups or home Bible studies but with an added dimension of
events outside of the Church (Life). Each group has a dynamic of their own; one may have live worship while
another may use the help of media/videos. Some have a chosen ‘leader’ while others may rotate the
leader/facilitator. Most groups are meeting in homes, however, there are a few that meet here at the Church.
One common ground that each group has is our desire to be involved with others while living out the Christian
walk. Ecclesiastes 4:9-6:12 (NIV) reminds us that:
9 Two

are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:
10 If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.
11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
But how can one keep warm alone?
12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

LifeGroups are an opportunity to participate in our Christian walk with others. When Sunday comes, you have a
sense of belonging since you have been living ‘life’ with others. We are always looking for host homes and leaders,
study material is available to get you started. Hope that you become involved, soon!
Please contact the Church office if you are interested. Thank you.

Submitted by:
Leann Rogers
Life Groups leader/Administrative Assistant

Get the Picture?
As a teenager I was fascinated by the beginnings of the invention of 3D movies. Funny looking glasses with 2
different colored lenses turned a reel of fuzzy images into realistic, sometimes startling motion pictures that allowed
you to experience cinema like never before. All of a sudden, this new technology let the viewer become part of the
movie and sometimes flying objects or the beauty of a scenery made one forget he was in a pretend scenario.
Some moviegoers have even been known to react strongly to the events happening around them.
3D has since much evolved, the glasses are less humiliating, and the effects have become even more realistic,
but one fact remains. Without them, the person watching can perceive something, can maybe even guess what is
going on and can afterwards discuss and review the movie, after all he has seen it. However, a 3D movie can only
be understood and enjoyed the way it was meant to if it is viewed through the correct lenses.
The same thing is true for the Bible. Many have read the Bible, discussed it, analyzed it, read it in context of
history, and have tried to prove it or disprove it. However, the Bible can only be experienced and understood the
way it was created for - through the lenses of the Holy Spirit.
1 John 2:27 (NKJV) talks about this lens called “anointing” which is needed to make sense of
scripture.
“But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not
need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things,
and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.”
Without the Holy Spirit's help, a person is governed by the flesh, thinking with a fleshly mind
(Romans 8, 5) and read in this context the gospel makes little sense to the reader, even though people insist to still
try to guess the meaning. Yet for those who have received the Holy Spirit's decryption key, the image is put into
focus and it all becomes clear.
1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV) puts it like this: “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God."
The power of the Holy Spirit makes the Bible come to life, turns every confusion and so-called contradiction, into a
perfectly, handcrafted message of love and assurance that can be experienced in just the way it was meant.
Further reading: 2 Timothy 3:16

Submitted by Jenny Paguia
Attender of AJ First

What’s happening with our youth?
2018. A year in which it seems there is increasingly more turmoil and divide in our
country and our culture than I have seen in my short 24 years of life. The lines of
right and wrong have become blurred, sometimes even within our churches.
We look at our country, the politics, and outrage that seems to occur daily and
amidst all the chaos, I fear that this next generation, our youth have been lost in it
all. Our focus has turned towards the politics, and away from the next generation.
We have forgotten, and maybe don’t fully realize what our youth are up against on
a daily basis.
Before getting into everything, I just want to set this up with a perspective that I hope will allow us to see
this next generation without any preconceived notions or bias of what we (myself included) think is going
on in the youth of this nation. It can be very easy to look at our young people inside and outside of the
church, and point out the darkness and sin, and compare how they are to the way it was when we grew
up. Whether it be for me 6 years ago, or others 50 years ago, when we were teenagers. As a society, I
have personally experienced and seen that it is easy to look down on the young people for how they act
and how they live their lives. But the reality is, and this is the perspective I hope I can properly set for us
all, they are growing up in a vastly different world than we ever did, and what we can even fully
comprehend.
My hope is to shed some light of what the reality is that our youth are going through, so that perhaps we
as a church have a better opportunity to pray for, support, and lead these students to Jesus. Suicide and
depression have almost become a normality in schools, and in my 4 years of working in youth ministry, is
something you see more and more. Just this past year, from one high school who will remain nameless,
had three students commit suicide. Depression is also something that to my surprise, or maybe my lack of
awareness, a lot of students are dealing with. It’s something they can keep to themselves, and go about
their lives, but deep down they are in a deep struggle.
Along with depression, the most common thing I’ve seen this generation deal with is pornography.
Pornography is a very real problem, and something that has increased dramatically due to how easily
internet is accessed. In every single youth ministry that I’ve been a part of, there has always been young
men specifically struggling with this addiction that grabbed them, unsuspectingly at a young age and they
had been unable to get out of it.
Below are some statistics to show a little more, how much these two things affect young people – Suicide,
between the ages of 10-24, is the second highest rate of people being killed, second only to deaths
coming from accidental injuries (2). In 2016, by the age of 18, 93% of males and 62% of females would
have viewed pornography whether that be intentionally or not (1). The average age for when students
would view pornography for the first time is 14 years old1.
I could continue to list off how students experience abuse at school and at home, more and more young
people living in and growing up in broken families, teenagers being victimized, how alcohol and drug use
has become a norm — The list would be extensive, so I have chosen to include the ones that are by far
the most common young people are dealing with. When you see everything going on, it can be hard to
see past the depravity, the brokenness and pain they deal with.

However, there is hope, I see a generation hungry for something more than the world has to offer. A
generation seeking to fill the void in their lives because nothing they try: alcohol, drugs, pornography can
fill that void. I see the students longing for something more, a revival.
I would ask all of you, keep AJ Youth students in your prayers. I have included a minimal list but these
along with numerous others the youth are fighting on a daily basis. Despite all the obstacles, I believe God
has chosen this generation to leave a massive impact for Christ. This only happens, when we come
alongside the youth, and walk with them in life.
(1) https://www.teenhelp.com/teen-sexuality/teen-pornography-statistics/
(2)

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/suicide.shtml

Submitted by Pastor Nicolas Allen
Youth Pastor

Youth Convention Fundraiser!
T-Shirts are $20!

What you can’t share on Facebook
Why aren’t you on FB anymore?
I remember when Myspace first came out, in 2003, and now here we are
in 2018 with what seems like an exhausting list of social media apps.
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn and many others. These spaces
for messaging friends and sharing with them all kinds of articles, videos,
words of encouragement, etc. Every space has positive things about it, each are unique
and a modern way to interact with the world.
Of course, we have all heard about the “user beware” side of social media. And so, we
tell ourselves to just make sure we are using it responsibly. Using it for good, connection
and sharing, celebrating and ministering to others. At least, that was my mindset a few
years ago. Sure, I dealt with comparing myself to others and feeling strangely down after
scrolling my FB feed. But, these are just things that come with the territory, no big deal. It
was so much fun, and I didn’t want to miss anything important.
Except, something started to pull my heart; a few someone’s, two girls, my old-time
friend, Sheila and my friend, Patty Ann. There are times in life when you come across
individuals who seem remarkably confident and just seem so content and as close to
happy as anyone can get. How do they do it? These two are like that and every time I saw
them interact with others, I noticed that they weren’t desperate for attention, nor were they
wallflowers trying to hide out. They were genuinely open to others, yet able to stand in who
they know themselves to be.
So, what was there amazing secret? Well I’m sure there are many reasons and that each
one stems from the depths of their personal relationships with Jesus. I remember taking a
mental note of something about each of them that astonished me when I first heard it, they
weren’t on Facebook, just weren’t into it.
So, I decided to try cutting Facebook out of my life, for a while. Perhaps, “living off the
grid”, so to speak, was part of their ability to stay confident and in the moment. I know you
are not going to be surprised at the results. I felt happier, less insecure, less distracted and
had more time. Looked up into the sky more often and noticed the strain in my neck wasn’t
as bad and less caught up in my looks and my clothes.
I felt a lot of peace and solace. Like my brain had been un-hijacked and I didn’t need to
post a picture of me in my new outfit or my family celebrating personal achievements. Felt
kinda good, kinda confident and content. Now, don’t worry, I’m not telling you to rid
yourselves of Facebook. It’s just what I needed to do. We are to be Holy Spirit led and
there is freedom and great diversity of creative expression in the body of Christ. But, I will
say this, if anything I have said resonates with you, a social media fast may be a
worthwhile undertaking for your future.
So, what does this have to do with Jesus? If Jesus were on earth with us today, in 2018, I
think he would be out doing incredible things more than posting about them, He would be
out healing the sick, setting people free from demons and teaching the 12. Above all, He
would often get away, up on the mountaintop, to be with the Father.
A Balanced Approach...

If clicking on that FB app on your phone has become a nervous habit and the minutes in
your day seem to fly by without much notice and your time with the Father just never
seems to happen…Just maybe you will find peace and solace, stillness and joy in a place
that could never become a virtual space. Maybe happiness is a ‘phone put away’ and a
closet put to good use for good quality time with ‘Abba’. Just breath in the stillness, I will try
too!
Above all, remember there are some things in life you just can’t share with anyone.
Prov. 14:10 “Each heart knows its own bitterness, and no one else can share its joy.”

Submitted by – Amy Dahlberg
Member of AJ First
Member of AJ First Worship Team

Editors comment:
Is this a case of, “over indulgence and the cares of this life” that Jesus talked about in Luke
21:34 and in vs 37, we see him getting away on the Mount of Olives to pray.
As we read from Pastor Nic, the youth are bombarded with too much unfiltered social
media.
Facebook can be a valuable tool to speak your faith or a fiery dart thrown at you by Satan.
Each of us need to examine our lives, do you see compromise or obedience. Is going on
line taking you away from a sweet hour of prayer and leaving little time with Jesus?
Keep your shield of faith raised to protect yourself from the fiery darts. -Brad

Meets every Thursday morning for prayer, worship &
to study the Word of God.
Come and join us at 9:30 am for coffee & donuts.

Our group has been studying “Women of The Bible” by Jean E Syswerda. There are
52 lessons in the book and we have 30 more women to cover. The teaching has been
rotated among some of the ladies, bringing in a new
perspective to each week.
*********************************************************************************

We all tend to “Worry”
The definition of worry: Be anxious, fretful. Matthew 6:25-34 tells us about worrying.
There are 7 reason’s not to worry
1. Vs: 25 Life is more than what you eat or drink.
2. Vs: 25 Not to worry about what clothes to put on
3. Vs: 25 Life is more important than all these things (your body)
4. Vs: 26 You are worth more in God’s eyes than his creation (birds, sowing and reaping (food)
5. Vs: 27 Worry cannot change the body.
6. Vs: 28-30 God takes care of our needs,
God’s providence is over all creation, not only birds and plants that never buy, sell, manufacture or labor.
7. Vs: 33-34 Worry is useless
These scriptures are easier to read than to obey. If we could only learn not to worry, life would be great. If
we are a child of God, there is no need to worry, as the scripture says.
********************************************************************************************************************
Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in
And lean not on your own understanding;
the land, and feed on His faithfulness.
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He
And He shall direct your paths.
shall give you the desires of your heart.
Prov. 3:5-6
Psalms 37:3-5

We need to keep our eyes on Jesus!!

Submitted by Pat Johnson
Women’s Ministry Director

Let’s see how much you
remember after reading
the Olive Branch?
1. “If you __________in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit…”
2. The sin of Pergamos was its ____________ of evil, …
3. "Shall we go on ____________ so that grace may increase? ...Rom. 6:1
4. Shirley’s favorite Bible passage is ________________.
5. One of Ron’s favorite teachers is_______________________.
6. Salvation (making it to heaven) is ___________ upon our continued faith, obedience to Christ,
and enduring until the end.
7. Because the entire verse, section by section, is ____________ on the segment before it being
completed or fulfilled before God will take action.
8. Notice a theme that God is speaking to us? Compromise leads to breaking the covenant, but
prayer and obedience and his anointing enables us to remain in Him.
9. I Cor. 1:18 “For the message of the cross is ____________ to those who are perishing, but to us
who are ___________saved it is the power of God.

10. Salvation is an ongoing process. 2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
…for conviction (of sin) for correction… read this in the Amplified Bible. You’ll get the picture.
11. The lines of right and wrong have become________, sometimes even within our churches. I
see the students longing for something more, a revival.
12. If anything I have said resonates with you, a _______ ________ fast may be a worthwhile
undertaking for your future.
13. God takes care of our needs, God’s providence is over ___ _________, not only birds and
plants that never buy, sell, manufacture or labor.
In conclusion, isn’t it amazing how God works? All these articles complement each other,
(without knowing what others would write!) giving a deeper meaning of what it is that He wants
us to keep in our hearts and minds. Salvation is not a “get out of hell free” card and you go on to
do whatever you want – Salvation is a lifestyle, living rightly according to God’s loving direction,
AKA, God’s Laws.

Submitted by Brad Gonzales
Olive Branch Editor

Well that’s it for now,
Thank You to all those who submitted all these excellent articles for the Fall edition, I’m looking forward to
read what the Lord lays on your heart in the coming editions.
We would like to see Articles for the Winter 2018 edition from all our ministries but also from:
Community Thrift Store
H.O.P.E. Ministries
Opportunities to serve – G.E.A.R. station, Nursery, Life Groups etc.
Everyone is welcome to submit an article. (If referencing someone within the article, please get ‘permission to
print’ or they can be anonymous). Please keep the article to one page if possible. Email your articles, praise reports,
suggestions to AJ1stolivebranch@gmail.com.
Please submit by the middle of November.
In addition, we will be starting a NEW SECTION that will be named:
“But God”
Share your Testimonies, Praise reports, Answers to prayer and miracles.
Mark 5:19 “…Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord had done for you and how He has
had compassion on you”
Watch and Pray,

Brad
**********************************************
Book recommendations

In his steps by Charles Sheldon
12 ordinary men by John MacArthur Jr.
Circle maker by Mark Batterson
The cross and the switchblade by David Wilkerson
Any of the “Case for” books by Lee Strobel
**********************************************

I’d like to get your feedback....
What have you read that has been a blessing to you?

