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AJ First ministry news 

************************************** 

March 22nd begins the Daniel Fast                      

This Easter come and hear our choir  

singing     “The King is Coming”                                            

On May 2nd YAHs is having a Fiesta 

“You, who were branches from a wild olive tree, have been grafted 
in. So, now you also receive the blessing God has promised...sharing 
in the rich nourishment from the root of god’s special olive tree.” 
Rom 11:17  

Making disciples 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations , baptizing them in the name of the Father  and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age”  
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Living the D.R.E.A.M.  

with Christ 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the  

Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

 

          D – Develop = People, ministers and 

                                   facilities to serve the  

                                   needs of the community. 

 

          R – Reach    = World Missions, US 

                                   Missions, and Community  

                                  Outreach. Reach the  

                                   People where they are  

                                  with the love of Christ. 

 

          E – Equip     = Believers with the know- 

                                   ledge of God to establish  

                                  them in a relationship with 

                                  Christ. 

 

          A – Anoint    = Holy Spirit lead spontan- 

                                   eous worship that  

                                   glorifies God and draws 

                                   people to Him. 

 

          M – Mobilize = The Church to exercise  

                                    their gifts in ministry  
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God's Love   
by Harold Worthen   

We see in Revelation 5 that Jesus the Lamb that was slain was the only one worthy to open the scroll 

with seven seals. Who is this Jesus? He is the lion of Judah, who was slaughtered, and His blood spilled 

to ransom us.  

Although the world was created as good, the human world is hostile to God. John 1:10-11 NLT tells us, 

“he came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize Him. V11 He came to His own 

people and even they rejected Him”.  

This world is controlled by a darkness that does not understand the light and rejected it. What is not 

understood by so many is that what is known as the unseen realm (Heaven, Hell, Life after death). More 

about this unseen realm in a later edition. In John 3:19 NLT “God’s light came into this world, but people 

loved the darkness more than the light for their actions were evil”. Praise the Lord we are not a part of 

that darkness for if we have Jesus as our savor then we as children of God have His light       (1 Thes.5:4)  

The world has turned the Resurrection into an Easter bunny, just as it has turned Santa into a 

replacement for Christ at Christmas. Jesus birth, life, death, and Resurrection have been turned into a 

child’s fairy tale. The world is dead and needs help but rejects the one who can save them, it is a world 



controlled by Satan. God loves this world despite the rejection against Him. We see this in John 3:16, a 

love beyond our understanding.  

Now that Christmas 2019 is history, Santa may have won this round but we God’s children know that 

Jesus will win the last battle.  

Psalms 139:11-12 NLT tells us that “I could ask the darkness to hide me and the light around me to 

become night, but even in darkness I cannot hide from You. To You the night shines as bright as day. 

Darkness and light are the same to You”.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Signs of the times 
 

I started out thinking of events that have happened recently, charts showing “birth pangs” 
and maybe that can be something in the future, but for now let us think about the following. 

“But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather that lovers of God, holding a form of 
godliness, although they have its power; Avoid such men as these.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5. Paul goes 
on to say in verse 8b “so these men also oppose truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in 
regard to the faith” 

What an accurate description of the world we live in. I think you could think of instances 
for all or at least most of these points. We here in the U.S. are not the only divided society, 
England has been fighting among themselves and Israel has had 3 elections and the last one 
may not have found a majority to form a new government. The powers of evil can be seen in 
the rise of cults, the occult and ancient principalities, powers, rulers of darkness and spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 

When contemplating these things, I ask myself if or more likely how I have been influenced 
by the world we live in. It would be a worthwhile use of time to pray that if any of these things 
are found in me to rid myself of it. Romans 12:1&2 keeps entering my thoughts. “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. (2) And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect, will of God. 

Reading this passage as compared with the description of the world in 2 Timothy reveal the 
exact opposites. By the renewing of the mind, the battleground for your soul, transforming us in 
to that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 If anyone has an interest in end times and would like to write and article or if you have 
questions, you can email me at AJ1stOliveBranch@gmail.com   Thanks, Brad Gonzales 
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Try Me, Prove Me, Trust Me© 
  by Fran Barbano 

   “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now 

herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it,” Malachi 3:10 KJV     

What exactly is tithing? Through studying the Bible, I learned that tithing is giving ten percent of what 

we earn to the Lord, first, before everything else. While studying, multiple references on tithing were 

found and I wondered how anyone ever had enough to give ten percent to God first, before the bills 

were paid or the kids were fed.    

I learned about tithing while expecting my third child. This timing was God’s, not mine, and He had a 

purpose and a plan. From the beginning of this pregnancy I “knew” in my heart that something was 

wrong with this child. When I say heart perhaps, I mean soul, but it is a knowing of the unknown that 

carries with it a certainty that what was felt spiritually was certain and unchangeable.       



When Decision magazine arrived, the cover startled me with ‘Malachi 3:10’ in big, bold type. Settling 

down to read this message that refused to be denied, I questioned. There were many blessings to be 

received through tithing, personal blessings that could never be measured, Billy Graham said. My heart 

pondered the message. The Holy Spirit nudged. As I read the article on tithing, God prompted, “Try Me. 

Prove Me. Trust Me.” The emphasis was always on ‘trust.’    

At night sleep was elusive. “Try Me, Prove Me, Trust Me,” God seemed to say. The words were 

relentless: “Prove Me now herewith . . . saith the Lord.” Repeatedly I heard it in my restless sleep. The 

Holy Spirit nudged. I prayed for answers and continued to question.   

Lisa was born with severe multiple birth defects, her condition critical. She was immediately flown to 

ICU at a children’s hospital in another city. How could we afford to tithe, with mounting medical 

expenses? “Try Me, Prove Me, Trust Me,” He said.      

After many days and much prayer, we began tithing. “Lord – We will tithe because You have been 

insistent. Whatever happens, we trust You and take You at Your word.” We tithed ten percent of gross 

income, in trust. God’s insistence made it possible. It was not a painless adventure, but there were 

blessings, more than can be shared in this limited space.    

Throughout Lisa’s short life, my church family lifted us in prayer and provided support in many ways. As 

God provided through others, it was nothing short of miraculous. When two weeks old, Lisa was 

automatically added to our family life insurance. When she returned to the Lord nine months later, an 

elder from church handled arrangements through his mortuary. Insurance paid all of Lisa’s hospital bills 

for the two-and-one-half months that she was in intensive care. The doctors didn’t bill us extra for their 

services. When life insurance came, I tried to pay the mortuary. We had not been billed. The owner’s 

son said our account was marked ‘paid in full.’ We were told that this was something others could do for 

us. With tears in my eyes and a lump in my throat I gratefully thanked them and praised the Lord. I still 

marvel at all of the ways that God proved to me that we cannot out-give God.      

While we were never able to bring Lisa home from the infant care facility, not once did we go hungry or 

without necessities during her life. Lisa received the care she needed, and God provided the people we 

needed for emotional support, the support we needed financially, and the reassurance of His love and 

caring in our lives.    

Through this experience I learned multiple lessons. God cares for each and every one of us on an 

individual basis. He comforts us during sorrow. He is reliable and trustworthy. We cannot give God more 

than He gives us. Above all, God loves us unconditionally and He, and He alone, provides for us. God 

does not need our money. Tithing is about obedience.   

May 10, 2020 

 



 

Within these walls. 
by Micelle Smet 

There are ministries that proudly boast about how they are a church ‘with no walls’. The Church 

IS Jesus Christ. We are the hands and feet of Jesus; together we make up the church. 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”                                     

   1 Corinthians 12:27 NIV 

We don't need a building. Buildings don't make a church. And in some areas of the world, 

Christians are not able to build Church buildings due to persecution they would face. Praise God 

a building is not needed. Praise God many are being wrapped into His grace and comfort, and 

disciples are in the making despite not having buildings to worship in.     

  However, some would say that all true Christian churches all over the world should function 

without a building. But I believe that thought misses something important. 

 We don't need a building. However, building a sanctuary is a form of worship to God. We read 

in His Word, listen to instruction/ correction, sing, play an instrument, pray, take communion, 

fellowship, and use other gifts of art, dance, and more to worship, lifting praises to God and 

drawing attention heavenward. Building a sanctuary is no different. Men and women are given 

gifts of construction. There is art involved in architecture and the building process. This is in 

and of itself a form of worship.      

 The Church building can be a beacon of hope in a community. It should draw attention to the 

Lord. Many sanctuaries are purposefully designed to draw your eyes heavenward. Look at some 

of the older church buildings. Murals painted on the ceiling, stained glass that allows perfect 

sunlight to illuminate depictions of bible stories, steeples pointing to the heavens with crosses 

adorning, and more to share in the responsibility of sharing about Christ to all who enter or 

approach nearby.      



 A church should be a symbol of hope. The building should be a statement that within those 

walls are people who have answers and truth. Within those walls is a place the heart can find 

sanctuary. Within these walls, you will encounter the presence of the Holy Spirit.     

 Again, as Christians, we are the church. Anywhere we go in this world we should be the Light 

of Christ. The building is not to replace our job. Answers, truth, sanctuary, and the presence of 

the Holy Spirit should not be confined to the building since we carry this calling with us 

everywhere, we go. But the building should exist as an extension of this calling to its 

neighborhood. So, for this reason, I believe that any construction of a new Church building 

(when undertaken by God's leading, the congregation’s blessing, and without financial burden) 

should be celebrated.        

As long as it is a Church that teaches truth and shines the real light of Christ to its 

neighbors, rejoice!      

AJ First is undergoing one of these endeavors. Somehow, this congregation has shown that 

they can financially support the building of a new sanctuary without hurting regular tithes nor 

sacrificing any of their many wonderful outreach ministries. They are believing that when the 

completion of this building will happen, they will be debt-free. And they are well on track to see 

that goal happen. This congregation continues to grow, hence the need for a larger building. 

Every time I drive near the property my heart soars at the beauty of this structure. It's calling 

out to all neighbors to join a service and see what the Lord has in store for each individual who 

allows their feet to walk them in. Therefore, I believe this particular church family is about to 

significantly expand even more. And the hard work of those with the gifts of architecture and 

construction are to be credited.      

 Praise God for this opportunity! Praise God we live in a country where we have the freedom to 

publicly display our faith and build such buildings! Praise God for His work that is happening in 

AJ First and other churches around the globe - with or without buildings!   

Celebrate! A roof is being raised!      

“The temple I am going to build will be great because our God is greater than all other gods. 

But who is able to build a temple for him, since the heavens, even the highest heavens, cannot 

contain him? Who then am I to build a temple for him, except as a place to burn sacrifices 

before him?                                    2 Chronicles 2:5-6 NIV 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

This article reminded me of this song I recently heard. 

Sanctuary 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary 

Pure and Holy, tried and true 

With thanksgiving, 

I’ll be a living Sanctuary for You 



Discipleship 
 by Brad Gonzales 

Have you ever wondered what happened to that child from VBS you led to the 
Lord, or that classmate or cousin that responded to the witness you shared?  
Sometimes they responded right away and with some you planted the seed for some 
other follower of the Way to have the privilege to led them in prayer. I know of a few 
that I have kept in touch with and am pleased to hear when they are leaders in their 
churches. Others I have lost touch with and can only hope that they stayed the course.  

I think of the parable in Matthew 13:3-9 “Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And 

as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them 

5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they 

immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth, 6 But when the sun was 

up they were scorched and because they had no root they withered away 7 And 

some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. 8 But others 

fell on good ground and yielded a crop some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 

In verses 18-23 Jesus explains the parable. 18 Therefore hear the parable of the 

sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, 

then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is 

he who received the seed on the wayside. 20 But he who received the seed on 

stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 

yet he has no root in himself but endures for a while. For when tribulation and 

persecution arises because the of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he 

who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of 

this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes 

unfruitful. 23 But he who receives seed on the good ground is he who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces; some a hundredfold 

some sixty, some thirty.” 

I have seen people receive the word but when they tell their unsaved family or co 
workers or if they are a student persecution arises and without a foundation they 
stumble. I cannot imagine how difficult it is for our young people today with all the anti-
Christian views taught in public schools and colleges. Those who receive it with joy 
need to be cultivated, putting down roots, so they have a better chance to stay the 
course.  

Today with the cares of this world, it is interesting that Jesus puts this in the same 
category as carousing and drunkenness in Luke 21:34. But back on the subject, cares of 
this world and the deceitfulness of riches. The cares of raising a family, making ends 
meet, facing more month, than money is distracting at best and with all the 
consumerism and materialism then put inflation on top of that it is a recipe for disaster. 

Classes like Financial Peace are essential. And like the song says, “My hope is built on 

nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 



Discipleship 
 by Brad Gonzales 

But wholly trust in Jesus name.” Cornerstone The Cornerstone necessary for a firm 
foundation and built upon like a mighty fortress… 

We are blessed to have a church with good ground where people are encouraged 
to participate in life groups, Love ministry, WMS, Men’s breakfast. But if the new 
Christian or seeker does not come to be taught, they cannot learn. Part of discipleship 
is taking that frail new seedling by the hand, pick them up on your way to any of the 
many events, Bible studies so they can learn to fight the good fight to put on the full 
armor of God for ourt fight in not of flesh and blood but against rulers, powers, world 
forces in this present darkness, against spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. Eph. 6:12 Identifying the enemies is for another time.  

Let us seize and hold tightly the confession of our hope without wavering, for He 
who promised is reliable and trustworthy and faithful and let us consider how we may 
encourage one another to love and to do good deeds, not forsaking our meeting 
together as believers [for worship and instruction] as is the habit of some but 
encouraging one another and all the more as you see the day [of Christ’s return] 
approaching. Heb 10: 23-25 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Don't Mess with God's timing! 
By Pastor Bob Roche 

*How many of us realize that God has a plan for our lives? 

*How many of us are completely satisfied with the time schedule that God is working on? 

*How many of us have at times attempted to give God a little boost in the time schedule by 

making things happen on our own? 

*How many are happy with the results we have gained? 

 

Trying to modify God’s plan with our own notion of what we think should be done will normally 

cause chaos in our lives, and in fact, slow down God’s process for our life. How does that 

happen and why? Well God now has to steer us back onto the proper path, and we have to 

complete the lessons taught by our interference with God’s plan. Only when we have completed 

this experience can God continue on our behalf. We have to learn to trust Him in all things. 

 

This is evident in the lives of, Abram, Sarai, Hagar, Ishmael, and Isaac. Before we go to the 

scripture let us look at the characters of this life incident. 

 

 Abram (later called Abraham) 

“The father is exalted” – Elevated in rank, character, or status. 

 

God later would change his name from Abram to Abraham to indicate a clear-cut separation 

from pagan roots. His original name has been suggested was after one of the pagan moon gods 

or some other deity. The new name meaning “father of a multitude” 

Sarai 

Her name was originally Sarai, and later changed to Sarah (princess) she was promised that she 

would bear a son and become the mother of nations and kings. 

Hagar 

Egyptian handmaid of Sarah, Became Abram’s concubine, mother of Ishmael. 



Ishmael 

Abraham’s firstborn son. By customs of the times should have been rightful heir of Abraham’s. 

His name means “God hears” was said to be destined to be a wild man. 

Isaac 

Became the true seed of Abraham through the promise from God. His name means “He 

laughed” 

 

 

Let us see if we can put these people and the incidents of this scripture into the context of the 

events that transpired. 

 

First a review. Abram whose father was an idol maker and worshipper of the moon gods was, 

as master of his house, expected all that lived there worship as he worshipped, and it would 

seem that Abram was held captive by the worship of his family, for it was not until the death of 

his father that God commanded him to leave his father’s household and country. 

 

God knows that we cannot function in His will if we are being held captive by traditions, and 

habits that we are bound to by either authority or relationships. So, until He can find a way to 

separate us from those influences, He allows us to suffer in that environment. 

 

How does he move us; perhaps causes a conflict with our job or uses our passion for activity or 

place. In Abrams's case, it was the death of his father and the lure of promises for his 

obedience. I have to think at this point Abram had had doubts about his family worship and had 

already had some conversation with God. He believed the promise or was at least influenced by 

them. 

 

As noted, earlier Sarai’s name meant “Princess” in both the context of the “Ur of the Chaldeans” 

and in Hebrew. It was changed to show her willingness to remain in the Promised Land and put 

her faith in the promise of God. 

 

Ten years have now elapsed since God had made the original covenant with Abram and Sarai, 

and she was still without a child here is where they try to manipulate the timing of God. 

 

There are at least four attitudes we see that follow. 

 

1-     Contempt when Hagar realized she was pregnant, she paraded in front of Sarai to say 

that she had found favor with God through Abram when Sarai could not. 

2-     Jealousy/envy Sarai was jealous of Hagar and commanded that Abram did something 

to correct the situation. 

3-     Cruelty Sarai treated Hagar badly (Gen 16:6; 21:9-14) 

4-     Oppression (Gen 16:6) 

 



There was chaos in the house, and until Abram and Sarai were able to live through and 

understand their mistake in trying to alter God’s timing for the promise, the promise was 

delayed. (24 years from the time Gods first covenant ‘til the birth of Isaac) 

 

When we wait for God’s plan to develop, we save ourselves much pain and anxiety. There are 

things we need to learn and change about ourselves before we are ready to receive all that God 

has for us.        Isaiah 40:31; “But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 

shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not grow weary; they shall walk, and 

not faint.” 

 

 

 

Have you ever thought about the value our society puts on speed? A good example is driving. 

Exactly how many miles per hour can one drive over the speed limit and not get pulled over? Or 

how many cars can I weave between to get through that next light before it turns red? 

            Most of us have had these sorts of thoughts a time or two in our driving career and 

most of us have experienced the irritation of having someone cut us off in their hurry to get in 

front of everybody. 

            Driving is just one of the things we get in a hurry about. There are many more. How 

fast can we lose some weight? How quickly can we get to sleep? How can we speed up a 

needed project? How quick can we get out of debt? While none of these desires are necessarily 

wrong, speed and efficiency can be valuable traits. 

            But of the many things we endeavor to be quick about, have you noticed that 

forgiveness is never at the top of the list. But yet God is very fast about forgiving us. 

            If we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 1 John 1:9 (NLT) 

            One of the things we should enjoy about our scripture readings is noticing what it is 

not saying from time to time. This verse does not say we have to beg, or plead, or cry our eyes 

out. It says we merely have to confess! And to confess is simply to admit or acknowledge. Yes 

we may feel better if we beg, plead or cry, but it’s not a requirement. God knows we are going 

to mess up! 

The Speed of Forgiveness 
By Eugene Snow 



            For He knows how weak we are; He remembers we are only dust. Psalms 

103:14 (NLT)  

            Don’t you know He knows our weaknesses and understands our temptations? That 

does not mean there won’t be consequences to our decisions. But the moment we admit our 

foolishness, we are immediately forgiven. The decision to admit is our responsibility. I believe 

God has already forgiven us before we admit. Our admission is just us catching up with what 

He has already done. It’s part of the process of learning to forgive ourselves. 

            Have you ever noticed how some people get over their mistakes quicker than others? 

And others seem to fall apart and just go to pieces. Our ability to live free of guilt is tied directly 

to the speed with which we can forgive ourselves. 

            So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus 

Romans 8:1 (NLT) 

            We must admit our wrongs. We should feel sorry for what we did or did not do. But the 

moment it moves from sorrow to shame we have embraced condemnation. God has forgiven us 

but we haven’t accepted it. There is nothing more that He can do. He is waiting on us to let go. 

Yes, sometimes it is difficult to let it go because of the severity of our actions and we often 

dwell on the negative thought delivered into our heads by the Devil, who just loves to keep us 

thinking the worst about ourselves. Have you ever said to yourself, “How could I have been 

that Stupid?”  

            That’s why it is so important for us to have a good understanding of how much God 

Loves Us. When we are in a good place with God, we will be able to realize the thoughts that 

bring us shame are not from Him. And when we are clear about His love for us, we will be 

quicker to forgive ourselves. 

            So how do we get in that good place with God? Believe it or not, it’s simple; spend time 

with Him, think about Him, talk to Him and try listening to Him. As we do, two qualities will 

begin to develop in us; the ability to forgive ourselves and the ability to stop doing the things 

that require forgiveness. 

God not only shows us what is right, He also gives us the strength to live it. Have you ever met 

anyone who truly understands God’s love and forgiveness who is able to hold a grudge toward 

others?  

A person can’t be close to God and not become more like Him. 

The end is the beginning and the beginning is the end 

The last two chapters of Revelation, which explain the perfection on earth, are parallel to the 

first three chapters of Genesis. 

Rivers are flowing  Gen 2:10         Rev. 22:1     There is no sin, sorrow or death Gen 2  Rev 21:4 

There is a tree of life  Gen 2:9          Rev 22:2       God is present with man  Gen 3:8  Rev 22:4 

There is fruit on the trees Gen 1:29         Rev 22:2   


