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There is a river whose streams make glad 

the city of God, the holy place where the Most 

High dwells.  

-Psalm 46:4 

 

One of my favorite features of the rainy season is the 

emergence of many streams that flow out of the hills, cutting new 

paths across the fields, and filling the creek beds of the central 

coast.  I love the sound of Jack Creek flowing east from York 

Mountain toward the Salinas River, which flows mightily near our 

house after a rainstorm.  She lulls us to sleep, clearing away the 

debris of summer, refreshing the land, and connecting the 

mountains to the ocean like a great life-giving artery.  When I hear 

her waters, I know spring is about to dawn.  Yet, the rain is not 

her only source.  During the dry months, Jack Creek continues to 

flow underground, much like the great Salinas.  The rain only 

raises the water level above ground so we can share in her 

continuous work of refreshing.  

 

Psalm 46:4 speaks of a river whose streams make glad the city 

of God.  Interestingly, Jerusalem has no literal river like this above 

ground.  Yet, there is a vast subterranean water supply flowing as 

an underground river that sources the various springs, fountains, 

streams, and pools in Jerusalem.  This unseen river becomes a 

picture of the Holy Spirit, which flows to and brings life to every 

member in the Church (the city of God). 

 

On the central coast, our churches are many streams bringing 

life to the hills, fields, valleys, and majestic coastlines.  We have 

different gifts, different ministries, and different personalities, but 



 5 

we all work by the same Spirit.  We meet in different places, but 

we are connected by the same river. We serve in different 

neighborhoods, but we are all in the same vineyard, cared for by 

the same Vinedresser. 

 

In this Lenten devotion, let us pray for one another, bless one 

another, and allow the Holy Spirit to connect us together in 

wonderful new ways.  Thank you for your willingness to link arms 

and walk alongside your brothers and sisters in Christ around this 

beautiful city we call home.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jeff Bower, Agape Church 

On behalf of all SLO City Pastors 
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DAY 1 – WHEN FOOLISHNESS 

WORKS 

By Kurt Pflegl 

 

“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.”   

– 1 Corinthians 1:27 

 

Today is my birthday. Yes, I was born on April Fools’ Day. 

Whenever my sisters would hear me tell someone my birth date, 

they loved responding, “It’s because he’s such a fool!” I hated 

hearing those words. Who of us likes to look foolish? To a logic-

based world, Jesus’ way of doing things looks foolish. The 

world’s perspective affects those who follow Him, probably more 

than we’d like to admit. How many times have I refrained from 

speaking about Jesus for fear of looking foolish? But how often 

has that fear stopped us from seeing the foolishness of the world’s 

perspective? 
 

Those caught up in the lies of the enemy operate from a 

negative, fear based, scarcity mentality. Just turn on the news for 

ten minutes and you’ll know it’s true. Everyone is focused on their 

problems. That’s foolishness to God. I recently heard someone say 

that the word “problem” doesn’t exist in heaven’s vocabulary. 

Everything is possibility. Graham Cooke says this, “Our 

circumstances are not our problem. Our perspective on our 

circumstances is our problem.” Anything we label as a problem 

here on earth must first be approved by God. As it passes through 

His throne room for approval, He attaches a heavenly promise of 

provision to it. And it’s exponentially bigger than the problem. 

I’ve experienced this truth for myself. 
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Years ago when I first stepped into vocational ministry, I took 

a cut in pay that was almost half the size of the paycheck from my 

previous job. My wife Sheri and I took a huge step in faith, 

confident we were following God’s lead. And yet we had no idea 

how we were going to pay our bills. Every month during that first 

year, we were pulling money out of our savings to make ends 

meet. We looked like fools. But when Sheri finally attempted to 

balance our budget at the end of the year, she couldn’t do it. No 

matter how hard she tried, she couldn’t make the figures work on 

paper. We had more money in our account that we should have, 

and she had absolutely no clue where it came from! She finally 

gave up trying to figure it out and accepted that God’s promise 

and provision for our finances was bigger than our problem. 
 

How often are we trying to figure out our problems rather than 

looking to God for His promise of provision?  How many times 

do we think we’re praying, and in actuality, we’re just performing 

mental gymnastics without inviting God into the process? I’ve 

come to realize that mindset is the real definition of foolishness. 

I’m still learning to give up my foolish scarcity mentality for 

heaven’s language of possibility, trusting every problem comes 

attached with God’s promise of provision. What if we make a 

commitment together to focus on nothing but heaven’s 

perspective over the next few weeks? What might the possibilities 

look like with that kind of mindset? 
 

PRAYER – “Jesus, you see and know all things. You know 

where I have embraced the foolishness of the world rather than 

Your reality. Show me where I’m not letting You speak into my 

fears. I surrender them to partner with Your possibilities. Amen.” 
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DAY 2 – WHEN WEAKNESS IS 

STRENGTH 

By Kurt Pflegl 

 

“My Grace is all you need. My power works best in 

weakness.” 

– 2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

Today is my brother’s birthday, one day after mine on April 

Fool’s Day. I promise I’m not playing a joke on you. It’s as true 

as it is amusing, at least to me. Maybe the funniest part of this 

whole thing is that Chris and I are not even blood related. He is 

actually my step-brother.  His mother married my father when I 

was eleven and he was roughly five. And I can tell you, things did 

not start off well for us. I take responsibility for that. I still have a 

clear memory of how it all went wrong. 
 

I remember standing in the kitchen with Chris soon after our 

parents married. We were waiting to go somewhere. My father 

came in and told Chris to tie his shoes, and not in a harsh way at 

all. Yet my newly acquired brother immediately started to cry. It 

started as a whimper and gathered steam to become a full-on wail. 

Right then and there, I judged him to be weak and I despised him 

for years to come. But isn’t that our natural inclination? Don’t we 

automatically despise weakness when we see it in others, and even 

more when we sense it in ourselves? Yet God sees our weakness 

as a great strength for achieving His kingdom work, as the apostle 

Paul once told the church in the ancient city of Corinth. This 

knowledge came to Paul directly from heaven when he prayerfully 

pleaded with God to take away whatever was afflicting Him. 

God’s answer? “My power works best in weakness.” 
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I love the way Paul honestly shares his own struggle to see his 

weakness from God’s perspective. He despised weakness just like 

we do. In 2 Corinthians 12:8, he informs us that God had to give 

him this same message not once, not twice, but thrice because he 

automatically rejected it the first few times. Accepting weakness 

as a gift from God runs counter-intuitive to our earthly thinking. 

But it’s the very place we must start if we truly want to see God’s 

promise of provision in the midst of our problems. We have a hard 

time seeing and receiving God’s power when we think we can do 

it on our own. Our spiritual enemies love to keep us stuck right 

there.  
 

The devil and our own false nature keep this song on 

continuous repeat in our mind’s playlist. “You’re not enough.” 

Our response? We work even harder in our own strength to prove 

that message wrong. But when we can honestly see ourselves as 

weak, we’re open to experience the reality of God’s power being 

more than enough for us. God’s teaching me this truth like never 

before. You see, I’ve been diagnosed with a degenerative muscle 

disease which has no cure. As I grow increasing weaker 

physically, I’m experiencing a deeper intimacy with God like 

never before. I can tell you story after story of how He has 

displayed His power to me and through me over the last year in 

amazing ways. So I joyfully join Paul in proclaiming, “Therefore 

I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me.”  Will you join me in 

praying for the same thing in this season of fasting? 
 

PRAYER – God, please help me face and embrace my 

weakness, and experience Your strength like never before. Amen.” 
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DAY 3 – A PRISONER OF HOPE 

By Pastor Tom Wright 

 

“As for you also, because of the blood of your covenant, I 

will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to the 

stronghold, you prisoners of hope. Even today I declare that I 

will restore double to you.” 

-  Zechariah 9:11-12 
 

As a pastor, I have observed that when it comes to helping 

people rise above the issues in their lives, one of the major 

obstacles to overcome is the loss of hope; the loss of the will to 

try again; the trap of doubt and unbelief, of being too disappointed 

too many times, of being overwhelmed by all the evil in the world; 

so overwhelmed that your spirit loses its resilience – its ability to 

“bounce back.”    
 

When you’re hopeless, God’s promises can seem distant. You 

may doubt His purposes in your life and you may even question 

whether He is good.  Recovering from a loss of hope isn’t 

impossible, you just have to know how you lost it, in order to get 

it back.  
 

To recover hope, one must retrace their steps; go back to 

where faith & hope began to lose traction.  What was the event?  

The disappointment?  When did your heart break? When did 

certainty begin to erode into uncertainty and confidence give way 

to nervousness?   
 

We need to examine the foundation we’ve built our HOPE 

upon.  We need to honestly reconsider certain assumptions we’ve 

made. For if your hope was built on a presumption – something 
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like: ‘Bad things never happen to people of faith’ – then your hope 

was built on shifting sand and not on the rock of truth.  
 

Our house of faith may seem okay until something in our life 

stops working; and when we take steps to mend it, the discovery 

process can take us all the way back to the foundational beliefs 

we’ve built our faith & hope upon. These beliefs can be deeply 

flawed. When problems arise, the cracks are revealed and the 

flaws show up.   
 

They were always there.  A crisis just revealed them. 
 

If today, you are wrestling to hold on to hope, I want to 

encourage you to resist putting Band-Aids and quick fixes over 

what may be deep flaws in what you believe about God and about 

yourself in relation to Him.  Instead, take time to examine the roots 

of your hopelessness; what is your hope actually built upon? 
 

The reason for a loss of hope can simply be because we 

weren’t properly prepared from the beginning. 
 

Can you see how what you believe affects your capacity for 

hope? 
 

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 

important thing about us. If we were able to extract from a man or a woman 

a complete answer to the question, “What comes into your mind when you 

think about God?” we might predict with certainty the spiritual future of that 

person.  For where our image of God is inadequate or out of plumb, the 

whole structure must sooner or later collapse.”   – A.W. Tozer 
 

PRAYER - Almighty God, hold us as a prisoner in the 

stronghold of hope. You are our Mighty, Loving Fortress in 

Christ. May we remember that You are good and with us always. 

And let us hold fast to Your promise that: “Even today I declare I 

will return double to you.” 
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DAY 4 – CALLING DOWN THE 

RIGHT FIRE 

By Pastor Mike Sparrow 

 

Our culture has an intense fascination with superheroes and 

their powers. Through the years, Marvel Comics has introduced 

about 10 superheroes who have the ability to shoot fire from 

themselves and destroy enemies.  (Wouldn’t that be tempting?)  I 

think Jesus’ original followers were hoping for the same power. 
 

Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be 

received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to 

Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they 

went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for 

Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for 

the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And when His disciples James and 

John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire 

to come down from heaven and consume them, [j]just as Elijah 

did?” 
 

55 But He turned and rebuked them, [k]and said, “You do not 

know what manner of spirit you are of. 56 [l]For the Son of Man 

did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” And they 

went to another village. Luke 9:51-56 
 

In the center of Luke’s Gospel, we see Jesus being intent on 

training His disciples to carry on the Great Commission. Jesus’ 

mission on earth was coming to a close and He wanted to make 

sure His disciples really understood His heart and purpose. They 

missed it on this one and needed to be reminded who they really 

were! 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE+9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25356j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE+9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25357k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE+9&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25358l
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I don’t know about you, but as I hear the national news and 

sense the unrelenting attacks on Biblical Christian values, I have 

a stirring indignation rise up that wishes I could display some 

“Marvel powers” of my own. Sometimes I wish that God would 

turn “Old Testament” on His enemies and prove His truth through 

fire. In addition, as the national verbal battles of accusation, 

dishonor and ridicule grab the media spotlight, the diabolical goal 

is to set our tongues on fire with divisive language that brings 

“curses” rather than “blessings”.  
 

Jesus intends to display Himself through another kind of fire. 

He promises to baptize us with the Holy Spirit and fire – the fire 

of His passion for redeeming a lost and broken world. The fruits 

born out of this baptism produce love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

(Galatians 5:22-23) These superpowers are the only things that 

can melt hard hearts and bring true transformation. Our true hope 

lies within the cry of His peacemakers for mercy and grace to 

invade these political and secular strongholds! If we really 

understand “what Spirit we are of”, and operate in it, we can 

change the Central Coast!   
 

PRAYER - Heavenly Father, we pray for the fire of the Holy 

Spirit to fall on us here on the Central Coast!  Pour out Your 

grace, wisdom and truth on Your people and leaders here. Thank 

you for authority over divisive spirits. Help us be mindful of who 

we are in You and empower us to use our tongues to bless and not 

curse one another!  In Your Name we pray! 
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DAY 5 – THE CROSS: GOD IS IN 

CONTROL… 

By Pastor Thom O’Leary 

 

We had just had our third baby girl.  My wife Sherri needed 

an emergency appendectomy.  What would follow would be even 

more traumatic, as she began to have gut-wrenching stomach pain 

with no explanation. 
 

We went to the local hospital for her to have a cat scan to see 

if doctors could detect what exactly was happening.  They began 

to run iodine into her veins through an IV to perform the scan. 
 

None of us knew she was allergic to iodine. 
 

She began to suffocate on the medical table, doctors 

immediately began to administer oxygen and medication.  Sherri 

almost died. 
 

Here I was, a new pastor at Mountainbrook, a father of three 

little beauties, trying to figure out life, and more importantly 

desperately needing to figure out what medical condition my wife 

was having. 
 

Leaving Sherri behind at the hospital to recover, as I would 

return home without her to my trio of little ones, I sat in the 

parking lot of the hospital, put my head on the steering wheel and 

sobbed.  I cried, “God, where are you?!”  
 

I turned the key in the ignition and with perfect timing blaring 

through the car speakers was a song shouting, “GOD IS IN 

CONTROL!”  
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Somehow, some way, I felt I had my answer.  God was there.  

And He was in control. 
 

Romans 8:28 shouts to us, “And we know that in all things 

God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose.” 
 

God can work “in all things”! That means God can take any 

circumstance that you have and do something with it!   
 

Life can serve up horrific pain. Perhaps worse than physical 

pain is relational and emotional pain.  Being rejected by those you 

love: a dad that walked out, a kid that wants nothing to do with 

you, or love that isn’t reciprocated.  
 

Jesus knows your pain personally, as he was rejected, cursed, 

and crucified on a cross.  Ones that had shouted, “Hosanna! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” had changed 

their tune to, “Crucify him!” 
 

Here’s the truth: People can reject you, yet God never does.  

Whether it is at school, at work, in your family, it’s people who 

reject – but if you’ll turn to God, He never rejects you. 
 

Never forget, God loves you, He will never leave you nor 

forsake you, and He is in control… come what may.  Jesus knows 

your pain.  And he loves you too much to ever waste a pain. 
 

POWER POINT - Come what may in your life, God can use 

it for a greater purpose, because He is in control.  Think of the 

pain of the cross and the purpose of the cross. 
 

PRAYER - Dear Lord, I am choosing to trust you in the midst 

of what I am facing. I’m trading my feelings of rejection for your 

love for me, in Jesus’ name, amen. 
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DAY 6 – THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 

By Pastor Doug Pittam 

 

“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he 

gave up his spirit.”       

–Matthew 27:50 

 

Have you ever heard of the saying, “you get what you paid 

for”?  This usually is said when you bought something cheaply 

and the quality of the product apparently was “on sale” as well as 

its price. 
 

Well, each lent season leading up to Easter Sunday reminds 

us that “We get what HE paid for.” 

 

Aren’t you glad we have a God who has paid the price for our 

sins?    When I think of the great cost of our sins I often think, why 

is it so costly?   Why couldn’t God have lessened the cost? 
 

It’s costly because our God is Holy, and the gap between Him 

and us sinful people is huge.   Sin separates us from our Holy God; 

sin always has its price.  So, God sets out to bridge that gap, and 

bridge it he does, at great cost to Himself.    
 

Why didn’t God just change the rules?  Because he never 

changes, he’s the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8).  

And He sticks to his master plan…..Jesus (I Peter 1:20). 
 

The joy of the resurrection on Easter Sunday comes through 

the sacrifice and suffering of the cross.  It is extremely costly, yet 

we get what HE paid for.   
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s once said, “Cheap grace is the grace we 

bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness 

without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, 

Communion without confession...Cheap grace is grace without 

discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, 

living and incarnate.”    
 

God’s grace is never cheap.  But, as costly as it was, the price 

of our sins has been PAID IN FULL.   
 

God refused to drop his holiness to redeem us unholy people.  

Instead, he kept his high standards and made it possible for us to 

be clothed in his holiness through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus on 

the cross. 
 

Maybe that’s why God commands us to “be holy as he is 

holy”.  (Lev. 11:44).    And why Peter reminds us to “be holy in 

all that you do” (1 Peter 1:15).  God “came down” for us, but He 

also “invites us up” into his Holiness as well. 
 

So remember, God’s grace is free, but it isn’t cheap.   
 

PRAYER – Heavenly Father, thank you for your grace offered 

freely to me in Christ Jesus. Forgive me when I make justifications 

for my unholy attitudes and unsavory behavior that take 

advantage of such a costly gift. Holy Spirit, revive the sensitivity 

of my internal conscience today, that my heart would grow in 

understanding of your grave in all I think, feel, say, and do.  
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DAY 7 – IT IS WELL 

By Pastor Jason Hickey 

 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may 

have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! 

I have overcome the world.  

– John 16:33 
 

Jesus’ message always seemed to be just beyond the grasp of 

His followers understanding. The verse above is one a striking 

example of this. 
 

In this part of John’s Gospel, Jesus is teaching the disciples 

about how all of the disciples will abandon Him and how much 

they will suffer. Then he compares their suffering to that of a new 

mother who has just given birth – saying their suffering will be 

like the pain of labor disappearing for the briefest of moments 

when met with the face of her newborn child. 
 

As a man, I don’t know what this feels like, but my wife 

described it like everything else seems to fade away for those first 

moments, like someone else went through those contractions and 

pain, and all that is left is the joy of meeting our kids face-to-face. 
 

Jesus said that those first followers would have something like 

that – something that was so painful, so difficult – and then… so 

resolved. What a great picture of what it will be like when we meet 

Jesus face-to-face. But then… Jesus follows up this great picture 

with… but, you’ll still have troubles. 
 

Wait a minute? Jesus just gave us this great picture of 

resolution, but then told us that we will still have troubles. He gave 
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His followers great words of comfort and then pulled the rug right 

out from under them! 
 

Or did He? I don’t believe so. I believe Jesus – the master 

teacher – gave them a glimpse of why they will have suffering and 

how they will learn to thrive in this life no matter what troubles 

may come. I believe He gave us the formula for hope. What is it 

though? 
 

Him. 

Just Him. 
 

In this passage he reminds the disciples that their grief will 

turn to joy, and troubles that will crush them because of one thing 

– His presence. How often do we flail about trying to fix this thing, 

or that thing? How often do we grasp for control to produce the 

outcome we want? How much money and time do we invest in 

avoiding trouble? As Jesus is about to endure the cross for the 

redemption of humanity, He reminds His earliest followers that 

true suffering comes when we run away from His presence and 

when we look to our troubles rather than the One who is with us 

in them.  
 

PRAYER: Jesus, would You help me today to look to be with 

You, as You are with me. Forgive the ways I look to fix myself, and 

those around me, instead of simply looking to You as my comfort 

and the solution to every problem I face. Since You are with me, 

it is well Lord. Amen.  
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DAY 8 – WHAT MATTERED MOST 

TO JESUS 
By Pastor Jason Olaiz 

 

Jesus lived His life in such a way that we could see what 

mattered most to Him. If you want live, serve, and make a 

difference as Jesus did when He walked on this earth it can be 

done when you understand what mattered most to Him.  
 

Dr. Luke records for us what mattered to Jesus...  
 

Luke 4:18-19 "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, 

BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE 

GOSPEL TO THE POOR; HE HAS SENT ME TO HEAL THE 

BROKENHEARTED, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE 

CAPTIVES AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO 

SET AT LIBERTY THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED; TO 

PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD."  
 

1) Christians walking in the Spirit matters to Jesus.  

Here in Luke's Gospel, Jesus tells us, "The Spirit of the LORD is 

upon Me." Being filled with the Spirit of God isn't an option but 

essential for the believer who desires to live for and serve the 

Lord. When we're not filled with the Spirit we can tend to lean on 

our own wisdom and understanding, depending on our own 

ingenuity. God wants you to be filled and overflowing with His 

Spirit if you're going to serve Him.  
 

2) The Poor Matter to Jesus  

The Lord has a heart for those who are poor practically and 

spiritually. Look for ways to serve the poor in your community. 

Donate food to your church food shelf or look for outreach 
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opportunities to serve the poor. Find those who are poor in spirit 

and bring to them the nutrients they need from the Bread of Life.  
 

3) The Broken Hearted Matter to Jesus  

Sin, calamity, and catastrophe breaks hearts and Jesus wants to 

heal that which has been shattered. Look to bring encouragement 

and hope to those who are experiencing sorrow. 
 

4) The Captives Matter to Jesus  

Sin enslaves people and Jesus has come to set people free. Fear, 

anxiety, and worrisome thoughts can also hold people captive and 

they too can experience freedom in Jesus! Share the person and 

power of Jesus Christ with others, let them know He can set one 

free from such things.  
 

5) The Blind Matter to Jesus  

Jesus preached recovery of sight to the blind. Though He healed 

many who were blind physically, He also opened the eyes of 

people who were blind spiritually. The Lord still heals today 

physically and spiritually, opening up eyes in order that people 

might see Him! Lead those who are spiritually blind to Jesus.  
 

6) The Oppressed Matter to Jesus  

Sin can so easily oppress people. So too can worry and snares that 

entrap us. Jesus has come not only to preach liberty, freedom and 

deliverance but to be deliverance for us.  
 

7) The Entire World Matters to Jesus  

In proclaiming the acceptable year of the Lord, Jesus is saying the 

year is now, the time is now, the Messiah is here! This is the same 

message we share today. Jesus came to die for the sin of the world 

and rise again from the dead in order that we be set free from the 

penalty and power of sin. Jesus first came to be the Suffering 

Servant, next time He will come as the Conquering King!  
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Jesus let everyone know that day who Isaiah wrote of. 'He 

wrote of Me,' Jesus would say. Jesus is so good! He moved in the 

Spirit, fed the poor, cared for the bruised of heart, set free the 

captives, opened the eyes of those who simply could not see, and 

proclaimed His arrival! May what matters to Jesus, matter to us.  

 

PRAYER - Lord, make me more like you! 
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DAY 9 – TODAY JESUS… 

By Pastor Thom O’Leary 
 

Sometime last year, I woke up fairly early and a prayer 

whispered through my mind. 
 

I prayed, out of nowhere, “Jesus have my heart today.  Jesus 

have my eyes, ears, and voice today.  Jesus have my mind today.  

I’m fully yours, today.” 
 

What, is so strange, is that I’ve been praying that prayer every 

day since! 
 

Follow the Word of Hebrews 3:7, “Today, if you hear His 

voice, do not harden your hearts.”   
 

There is something powerful when we string together a bunch 

of “todays”! As we head into Easter, what a great season to start 

something new that will profoundly impact our lives. 
 

Answer a simple question, not today, but tomorrow as soon as 

you wake up, “Who am I fully devoted to, today?” 
 

And then ask the same question the next day, and the next, 

and the next after that. 
 

Today. 
 

POWER POINT - 40 days in a row creates life change.  Pray 

this simple prayer for the next 40 days when you wake up in the 

morning.  You got this! 
 

PRAYER - Jesus have my heart today. Jesus have my eyes, 

ears, and voice today. Jesus have my mind today. I’m fully yours, 

today, in Your name, amen. 
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DAY 10 – KOINONIA 

By Pastor Tom Wright 
 

 “ The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 

is lost.” 

–Luke 19:10 
 

In this verse, ‘lost’ doesn’t mean lost as in a person whose got 

no moral GPS and has lost their way… although that could be true.   
 

The word lost, as Jesus said here (apollymi), means ruined, 

damaged, & rendered useless – like a bleeding sheep, like spoiled 

milk, rancid flour, or rotten eggs.  Jesus came to seek and to save 

those who’ve been corrupted by sin and lost their value – either 

by their own fault or by the sins of others. 
 

You and I were ‘lost’.  We come to Him pretty damaged.  

That’s the bad news.   
 

The good news is: “The Son of Man has come to seek and 

save that which is lost.”   
 

He sought not only to save us, but also to make us see the 

value of connection with other people.  It’s not good for us to be 

isolated or alone.  One of the main reasons that people are lonely 

is they’re reluctant to reveal their ‘damage’ with people they’re 

not sure they can trust.  We don’t like being judged and we hate 

rejection. 
 

Maybe you’ve tried to open up to a Christian friend, only to 

find that they reacted negatively to something you shared, or 

maybe they disclosed what you told them with others.  The Church 

is often not as safe as we need it to be.  It’s only as safe as the 
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individuals that make it up, which emphasizes the need for us all 

to be diligent to keep confidences.   
 

So, why are people lonely – even in marriage or among 

friends? Because they lack close connection.  They hide where 

they really live.  They won’t risk opening up about where they’re 

suffering, or need a friend, or a failing that they want help to 

overcome. 
 

We are hungry for love and acceptance, but many of us don’t 

know where to find it or how to get it; or we don’t feel worthy. 

We think people won’t value us if we’re honest, so we keep to 

ourselves.  We hold on to our secrets until we find someone we 

feel safe with. 
 

Safe people are a treasure.  When we finally find people who 

love God, refuse to judge us, who won’t take a high moral ground 

with us, or blab our secrets to the skies, and at the same time – 

who’ll love us and call us forward into holiness, wholeness, and 

into a deeper walk with Jesus, we have found a treasure – and 

healing and growth are sure to follow. 
 

This kind of fellowship is called Koinonia – fellowship that 

has the Lord Jesus Christ at the center.  It’s more than ‘fun’ people 

you party with. Though party friends may listen to you, let you 

talk and open up, they’ll never call out your destiny in Christ. 

They won’t call you to the high place Christ has for you.  They 

may love and accept you, but only as long as you continue to run 

with them.  Should you take steps toward righteousness, often they 

will start to avoid and exclude you. 
 

As one of Christ’s own, you were made for connection in the 

Church.  His love, grace, and healing often come to us through 

people in our Church communities.  This is why He calls us to stay 
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involved.  It is not good for us to isolate in fear or think that ‘social 

media’ is enough.  It lacks His presence.  It lacks His touch.  It 

goes away when the power goes off. 
  

PRAYER - Lord Jesus, help me to stay connected to Your 

Body.  Help me to give up offense, forgive those who’ve hurt me, 

and risk opening up to those in the Church, who are just as broken 

as I am. 
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DAY 11 – PRAYING FOR POWER 

By Pastor Mike Sparrow  
 

Last October, I had the opportunity to go to Nepal for a couple 

projects with my ordaining organization.  One of the opportunities 

was speaking at a Christian youth conference held at the same time 

as national Hindu holy days called Dashain. It’s a major festival 

celebrating the convoluted mythology of the “victory of goddess 

Durga and all her manifestations, over the demon Mahisasur and 

his subordinates.” Blood sacrifices are common throughout the 

country to appease Durga and bring good fortune. The country is 

estimated to be over 80% Hindu. Christianity is still being actively 

persecuted but growing, and Christians make up about 2-4% of 

the current population. (some say up to 7%, but they can’t get an 

accurate count because of persecution.) 
 

I went to the front desk of the hotel late one night to get some 

teaching notes copied. The young man doing the copying saw the 

content and mentioned he went to a Christian high school for 2 

years but he was pulled out by his parents when the school refused 

to celebrate Dashain. The young man had to re-confirm his Hindu 

beliefs to be reunited with his family. As we discussed it he said, 

“I still believe in Jesus, too, along with my family gods.” In his 

life, Jesus has been relegated to one god among millions.  
 

Our own culture is steeped in competing ideologies as we step 

away from our Christian roots into the secular philosophies 

expounded by humanists and new age thinkers. The multitude of 

idols in America have “team names”, star power and celebrity 

intrigue demanding our time, money and worship. Unfortunately, 

Jesus is still treated as one god among a multitude in America. 
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In many countries, I have met converts who came to Christ 

because they have had an encounter with the Lord. The 

counterfeits were exposed by the Light of the World manifesting 

Himself to them. They experienced a miracle in their family, an 

answer to prayer, deliverance from demonic oppression or a 

personal realization of the love of God. In Cambodia, a man came 

to the church to receive Jesus because we prayed for his sick son 

the night before, and the Lord healed him. A man in Narok, Kenya 

rode the bus into the town center to see a doctor about his internal 

ailments. The doctor’s office was closed on Saturday, but our 

Christian rally was taking place in the town plaza. Jesus healed 

him as we offered prayer. He came to church the next day to share 

the testimony and confirm his belief in Jesus. Last year, a former 

Muslim lady from Iran who cut my hair at a salon in San Diego, 

told me she came to Christ because Jesus personally appeared to 

her. And I have many, many more stories! The Lord still confirms 

His Word with signs following! 
 

The early disciples recognized the need for His healing and 

delivering Power. It was the only way for the Gospel to take 

preeminence as Jesus was distinguished above the other gods. 

That is why the early Church prayed this way: “Now, Lord, look 

on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness 

we may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to 

heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name 

of Your Holy Servant Jesus.”  31 And when they had prayed, the 

place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of 

God with boldness. Acts 4:29-31 
 

Would we have the audacity in this season to pray these kinds 

of prayers over the Central Coast? Are we desperate enough to 



 29 

realize our well-crafted sermons and our discipleship programs 

aren’t producing the evidence to a lost world that Jesus is Lord 

and that He is the same yesterday, today and forever? Heb. 13:8  

The Lord knows what we are up against. I believe He has armed 

us with what we need to manifest His Glory and make Him 

famous here on the Central Coast!.  Let’s see the Coast shake with 

His power! Any other believers? 
 

Would you pray the prayer below three times out loud, getting 

bolder each time? Would you insert the name of your church in 

place of the words “your servants” and declare it over your 

church family? Would you be willing to step out in faith and offer 

simple prayer to pre-Christians who share their needs, infirmities 

and fears with you?  Let’s believe God together for Divine 

appointments so we can practice it this week and see what the 

Lord will do!  God bless you as you step up and step out!!  
 

PRAYER - “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to 

Your servants that with all boldness we may speak Your word, by 

stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may 

be done through the name of Your Holy Servant Jesus.”  And when 

they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together 

was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they 

spoke the word of God with boldness.  
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DAY 12 – JESUS MAKE ME CLEAN 

ON THE INSIDE 

By Pastor Thom O’Leary 

 

Jesus always began with the heart, the spiritual core, on the 

inside of us. He was very serious about this. 
 

In fact, one of his strongest words were to the Pharisees, who 

were so judgmental.  He confronted them, in my paraphrase, “You 

look so holy on the outside, and you are so evil on the inside.”   
 

Have you ever picked up a coffee cup that looked really good 

on the outside, “That is a cool looking coffee cup,” you say to 

yourself? 
 

You grab the cup and go to pour the coffee, but as you do, you 

look inside the cup and it’s filthy on the inside.  It’s all brown 

stains, with cracks that are even darker brown, and in that moment, 

you lose your desire for a cup of coffee! Or you go find a clean 

cup!   
 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for 

they will see God.” 
 

He went on in Matthew 5 to apply this verse to anger, hatred, 

lust, to name a few.  Jesus was always getting to the heart of the 

matter. 
 

Jesus was saying get clean on the “inside,” so you can be clean 

on the “outside.”  
 

Don’t be judgmental like the Pharisees, acting righteous on 

the outside and judging others deeply on the inside. 
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Keep your spiritual coffee cup clean on the inside and outside!  
 

POWER POINT - You can’t truly look good on the outside, 

if you are not truly clean on the inside. Jesus wants to cleanse and 

purify you on the inside so you can shine on the outside! 
 

PRAYER - Dear Lord, wash me and make me clean in my 

heart of hearts.  Give me the desire to be pure in my heart, so I 

can be real on the outside, in Jesus’ name, amen. 
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DAY 13 – FOLLOWING JESUS A FAR 

OFF 

By Pastor Doug Pittam 

 

"But Peter followed him at a distance…” 

–Matthew 25:58 
 

Ever follow someone?  Too close has its disadvantages, and 

so does too far away. 
 

Jesus was betrayed by Judas Iscariot, arrested, and the 

disciples scattered.  But Peter “followed….. at a distance”. 
 

I can’t get this thought out of my mind.  What does it mean to 

“follow Jesus at a distance”?  It’s not fleeing from him, yet it’s not 

following up close either.  Peter often does something different 

than the rest of his disciples and gets a bad rap for it.   
 

- Here, everyone else flees, but he follows at a distance. 

- He was the only one that got out of the boat to walk   

toward Jesus when all the other disciples stayed in the 

boat. 

- He was the one who spoke up when everyone else 

remained silent and said “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the Living God.”   
 

So, he’s willing to stand alone, he’s willing to do what his 

heart tells him to do.   But… at this time…..he followed Jesus at a 

distance.   
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Here are some of the signs of following Jesus at a distance: 
 

1. We tolerate being in a crowd that disapproves of Jesus and  

we say nothing to defend Him.   (Ever hear the saying 

“evil thrives when righteous men do nothing”?) 

2. We deny the Lord when it’s convenient, or when it’s not 

in our best interest.  (The temptation is to stand by the 

Lord when it’s safe only.  Like a fair weather friend.)   

3. Physical convenience or comfort takes priority over  

spiritual obedience. 

4. We lapse into the old man we once were. (Peter falls into  

his old ways in a hurry, cursing and gruff behavior.)   

5. Following is done in an atmosphere of curiosity more than  

an atmosphere for change. (Wise builders hear …….and 

obey). 
 

Fortunately the story of Peter is not over.  The rooster crows 

and he goes out and “weeps bitterly”.   He has a heart change.  He 

no longer wanted to follow at a distance.  He wanted closeness, no 

matter the cost.   
 

And then one of my favorite parts of the resurrection stories:  

God comes to Peter and reinstates him (John 21:15).  Peter, do you 

love me?  He does.  He’s no longer following at a distance.  Let’s 

move in closer.  
 

PRAYER – Heavenly Father, thank you for your heart to 

reinstate, revive, and renew me along the way as I follow Jesus. 

Forgive me when I take the easy way out of comfort and 

convenience, staying at a safe distance behind Jesus. Give me the 

courage to follow Jesus up close, even when my association with 

You costs me something.  

 



 34 

DAY 14 – OUR GREATEST FEAR 

By Pastor Kurt Pflegl 
 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…” 

             –Proverbs 9:10 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts our fear.” 

             –1 John 4:18 
 

What is the scariest thing you can imagine? Maybe that 

question immediately evokes images of ghosts, killer dolls, or 

worse still, clowns. But if we were to think carefully about what 

most frequently causes us to react in fear, wouldn’t it be facing 

our inner selves? How often do we actively look for things to 

distract us from those quiet moments when our personal faults, 

wounds, and shame rise to the surface of our consciousness? If 

I’m being honest, this is the very reason the idea of being still 

before God was difficult to do for so many years. I knew I would 

first have to face what lies beneath. 
 

Why I am so scary to myself? Am I afraid of seeing how many 

flaws and shortcomings I really possess? Am I worried that 

admitting these things exist in me will cause God to abandon me?  

And what happens if I find wounds which have never healed? 

Won’t I have to deal with them, reliving the hurt and once again 

experiencing the shame they created in me? It all seems too 

painful to bear. But what’s the alternative? Living in fear all the 

time? God wants to free us from our fear, but He calls us to 

actively participate in our freedom. He calls us to turn and 

willfully face all the darkness hiding below the surface. Is there 

anything scarier than that?  
 

Anytime God reveals Himself to us in a way that’s outside the 

box we’ve placed Him in, anytime He calls us to take a step of 
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faith beyond our comfort level, these encounters always generate 

some level of fear in us. From my experience, this is the fear of 

the Lord which Proverbs 9:10 talks about. But how is this kind 

of fear the beginning of wisdom? When I stop running from God 

and face what’s inside myself, I become vulnerable enough to let 

Him in past my defenses. With fear and trembling, I give Him the 

opportunity to speak into the dark places I wish no one would ever 

see. And time after time, what does God say when I let Him in? 

He speaks His most given command in Scripture - “FEAR NOT!” 

(Joshua 1:9, Isaiah 41:10, Mark 6:50). As I allow Jesus to speak 

into my fear, I experience how safe I am with Him in my 

innermost being.  
 

God never judges my flaws and wounds, but instead 

overwhelms me with His love. In that moment, His perfect love 

drives out all my fear. And that experience is the beginning of 

wisdom, because wisdom is the accumulation of my intimate God 

experiences. They give me the boldness to allow Him access to 

other areas I’ve kept hidden away. Each time I’m willing to do 

this, I once again find I’m safe in His presence. As I continue this 

process, I happily discover God is forming me to be a conduit of 

His love and healing for those around me. As author Henry 

Nouwen once wrote, “The man who articulates the movements of 

his inner life, who can give names to his varied experiences, need 

no longer be a victim of himself, but is able slowly and 

consistently to remove the obstacles that prevent the spirit from 

entering. He is able to create space for Him whose heart is greater 

than his, whose eyes see more than his, and whose hands can heal 

more than his.”  
 

PRAYER – “God, I’m afraid to get quiet enough to let You in 

to deal with everything I think I’m hiding from you. Will you give 

me courage to face myself in the presence of Your love? Amen.” 
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DAY 15 – THE PHARISEE IN OUR HEADS 

By Pastor Jason Hickey 

 

“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that 

of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly 

not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

–Matthew 5:20 
 

One of the least favorite moments I have in my day is when I 

realize that I’m doing it again. When I am looking at others and 

putting them on the scale of Jason’s standard; when I am judging 

them based on a version of following Jesus that I made up. I’m 

sure you don’t know what I mean and never do this (yes, that was 

sarcasm) – but I do. 
 

I am not a fan of this moment for two reasons: (1) Jesus is the 

standard and none of us measure up to Him so why do I try and 

compare myself? And (2) My DVR of shame sometimes kicks in. 
 

As a pastor I talk to people so often who don’t feel worthy of 

God’s love, not because they are trying to have a Biblical theology 

of God’s holiness, but because they have this loop of mistakes that 

they have made in their lives that plays on a loop in their heads. 

This is what I call the DVR of shame. It’s the video most of us 

have in our heads that is made up of the mistakes and sins of our 

lives. The one that no matter how hard we try, we can’t seem to 

get rid of it. 
 

I think it’s because the narrator of the video is the Pharisee in 

our heads – the voice that says if we really loved God, we 

would’ve done better and expects perfection all the time. 
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The people that Jesus is speaking about in the verse above are 

a group of people who were so consumed with following the rules 

perfectly that they ended up making more rules to protect 

themselves from breaking the laws that God gave them in the first 

place. Not only this, but then they created categories for the rules. 

Some rules mattered more and some mattered less. They all 

mattered, but you better not break the ones that mattered more, or 

you would be in big trouble with God and the religious leaders. 
 

In the verse you read today Jesus is looking at His followers 

and saying, unless you and I can be a better rule follower than 

people who make up rules about their rules, then you won’t ever 

experience my life. His point wasn’t to make followers who were 

so obsessed with perfection that they mentally, spiritually and 

emotionally lived in constant shame and condemnation with each 

new failure.  
 

The point was we could never be that good – we could never 

be “good enough” to fix ourselves. Jesus didn’t come so that we 

could go on living in sin and shame – He came so we could have 

life and mercy (John 10:10). Easter is about God’s perfection 

through Jesus, not through us. The sooner we erase the voice of 

the Pharisee, the sooner we can learn to embrace the abundant life 

Jesus came to give us. 
 

PRAYER - Jesus, may I experience your life today. Help me to 

press delete on the voice of the Pharisee in my head – the voice 

that expects perfection and punishes with shame – and to hear 

Your voice of forgiveness and kindness that leads me to 

repentance. 
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DAY  16 – MAN OF THE TOMBS 

By Pastor Tom Wright 

 

“They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of 

the Gerasenes. When He got out of the boat, immediately a man 

from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, and he had his 

dwelling among the tombs.” 

–Mark 5:1-3 
 

Who was this Man of the Tombs?  How did he get to be so 

corrupted?  What darkness had he opened himself to that was so 

different from the people around him?  All have sinned and fallen 

short, but his condition was severe and pathetic.  
 

This man wasn’t born like this – no one is. It is likely that he 

was born to a family that had some level of care for him.  But 

somehow, little by little, this man’s humanity erodes away and it 

soon disappears.  He’s become less than human, driven insane by 

the evil he’d opened himself to, which eventually took up 

residence inside him and controlled him. 
 

Regardless of how this man became so deeply tortured by 

demonic forces, when Jesus arrives there on the shore, you don’t 

see Him wrestle with them.  No, He confronts them, speaks to 

them, and commands them. 
 

And when Jesus commands the evil to leave this man, He 

permits these spirits to inhabit a herd of swine, which are 

immediately destroyed.  In our current psychological culture, this 

speaks powerfully to those who would suggest that this man was 

never actually demonized, but rather had some form of mental 

illness.  Mental illnesses aren’t communicated from man to beast 

in such a way. The man was rescued. The herd of swine was 
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destroyed.  The man was restored to a peaceful, sound mind.  The 

swine plunged to a frenzied death. This episode demonstrates to 

the psychological community that there is such a thing as demon 

possession, and therefore, that actual demonic spirits exist. 
 

Lastly, this man had been endlessly crying in the night, 

screaming actually. It appears that his cries were heard by our 

compassionate High Priest.  Jesus crosses the Sea of Galilee for 

this man, and it’s only for this man. Jesus calmed the turbulent sea 

as He reached for one person, verified by the fact that after this 

event, Jesus gets back in the boat and leaves.  He is the Good 

Shepherd who leaves the 99, seeking one lost and tortured person.  

He didn’t wait for the man to come to Him, He sought for him. 
 

Jesus took away our sin and bore its ugly marks upon His own 

skin.  When Jesus rescues this man, He takes away his reproach, 

his social disgrace, his shame, and his sin. 
 

He did the same for me.  He will do the same for you. 
 

PRAYER - Lord Jesus, our compassionate High Priest, may 

we be mindful that the temptations we deal with are often 

energized by unseen forces working to enslave us.  Help us to 

remember that You have defeated these forces and have given us, 

Your people, all authority to do the same in our lives and to help 

others. May we lay aside every encumbrance and the sin that so 

easily entangles us, and run our race for You, keeping our eyes on 

You, the Author and Perfecter of our faith! 

 

 

 

 

 



 40 

DAY 17 – THE TRUE WORD 
By Pastor Jeff Bower 

 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 –John 1:14 
 

Have you ever been fooled by a counterfeit?  While working 

my first job in college at a Baskin Robbins selling ice cream, the 

Federal Reserve issued a new $20 bill to deter the rapid rise of 

currency counterfeiting in the late 1990s.  Our staff received 

training on how to locate watermarks, microprinting, color-

shifting ink, and the embedded “USA 20” plastic strip in the 

redesigned bills.  Within the first few months, this team of skilled 

ice-cream scoopers identified and confiscated several counterfeit 

$20 bills, most passed along by unsuspecting patrons.   At a quick 

glance, the counterfeit bills looked just like the real thing.  Under 

careful inspection, however, the differences came into focus.  The 

closer we viewed the counterfeits, the more obvious their 

imitation; the closer we inspected the real bills, the more obvious 

their authenticity.  In the end, the starkest contrast between 

counterfeit and real bills is not merely appearance, but backing.  

The authority and power of the Federal Reserve back an authentic 

$20 bill.  A counterfeit $20 bill is just a piece of paper.  

Counterfeits will let you down, and may even get you in trouble.  
 

The same principle applies to Jesus Christ.  From a distance, 

Jesus may appear similar to the character and teachings of other 

religious figures or our most perceptive leadership gurus.  Yet, the 

closer we get, the more obvious His divine authenticity becomes.  

The apostle John was arguably Jesus’ closest friend on earth.  

Scripture says that John was the disciple whom Jesus loved.  Is 
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that because Jesus did not love the other disciples?  No.  This 

reference illuminates the friendship and special connection that 

John shared with Jesus.  In John’s Gospel, we see the evidence of 

this deep friendship through the recording of many private 

conversations with Jesus alongside His public ministry.  These 

private conversations are where John got close enough to confirm 

the authenticity of Jesus as the Son of God.  John “beheld His 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 

and truth.”  John authenticated Jesus as the Son of God by the 

fullness of grace and truth he witnessed in Jesus.  No other person 

in history and no moral code has ever been both full of grace and 

full of truth at the same time.   
 

The world may hold up the virtues of tolerance and 

knowledge, but apart from God, these virtues are at best benign 

counterfeits.  Tolerance recognizes merit in others, but requires no 

charitable intentions or wholeheartedness.  Grace, on the other 

hand, is favor based solely on the charitable intentions of the giver.  

Grace has no dependency on the perceived merits of the recipient.  

When it comes to knowledge, the accumulation of facts and stats 

apart from God often serve our desire to know-it-all.  Yet, we too 

often become more concerned with being right than getting it 

right.  The more we think we know, the closer we allow ourselves 

to inch toward the center of our own universe.  Truth, on the other 

hand, holds up the completely consistent nature of God with no 

concealment or flaw.  The fullness of grace and truth we find in 

Jesus Christ reveals the immense majesty of God joined 

inseparably to a tenderness that is FOR us in every way.  Jesus 

Christ alone is the Truth we can all partake in, and the Grace we 

can all share.  He is not full of grace with a half measure of truth.  

He is not full of truth with a half measure of grace.  He is not a 

balance of grace and truth.  Jesus is 100% grace and 100% truth.   
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Prayer - Heavenly Father, thank you for the fullness of grace 

and truth we find in your Son, Jesus Christ.  Forgive us when we 

settle for worldly counterfeits, no matter how easy or seductive 

they might seem.  We know the people in our community and our 

world need the fullness of grace and truth only Jesus can offer.  

Fill us completely, that we may bring the authenticity of Jesus up 

close to those around us.   
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DAY 18 – PETER RAN! 

By Pastor Mike Sparrow 

 

“Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb early, while in the still dark, and saw that the stone had 

been taken away from the tomb. Then she ran and came to 

Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, 

and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 
 

Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were 

going to the tomb. So they both ran together, and the other 

disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. And he, 

stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; 

yet he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 

went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, and 

the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with 

the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself. Then the 

other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he 

say and believed 

 – 1 John 20:1-8 
 

Peter recalled deaf men suddenly hearing, lame men walking, 

and despised lepers' skin turning baby-soft within a moment of 

Jesus' touch. He saw Jesus' smile with eyes of compassion. He 

participated in long hours of His gentle teaching. He felt the 

Master's hand on his shoulder after a long day of caring for the 

multitudes, probably hearing the words, "Thanks, Peter, for your 

help today. You are a faithful friend, a faithful friend.”  Perhaps 

tears welled up in Peter's eyes. Faithful? Me? The last time Peter 

had talked to Jesus, he promised loyalty to the very end, even to 

the point of laying his life down.  (John 13:37-38) 
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In their last dialogue, Jesus revealed a time of testing was 

coming. Even before the night was over and the rooster would 

crow, Peter would deny Him. And it happened just as Jesus said. 

For Peter, it was an epic fail. By day it gnawed at him, but nights 

were even worse. He had betrayed his dearest friend. Not 

privately, not secretly, but out in the open for all the world to see. 

Guilt and shame overwhelmed him. 
 

I don’t know about you, but I have dealt with episodes of guilt 

and shame in my 40 years of following the Lord. Many, many 

times I have stumbled in word and deed with my good intentions 

and convictions violated in moments of anger, frustration and 

weakness.  Often the voice of the Accuser would condemn me, 

trying his impish best to convince me that I was not a true 

follower, nor was I worthy of the Father’s love. The liar’s  

message -  I didn’t belong in the company of true believers. And 

there were times in my early years that I believed his lies and 

withdrew in shame and personal frustration. 
 

Peter heard Mary’s report as she screamed in confusion – “the 

tomb is open, His body is gone.” Could this be true? Is He really 

raised from the dead, as He had said? Peter’s immediate response 

– he took off running in the direction of love, forgiveness and 

reconciliation. He would soon understand the true power of the 

Cross and the power of the Resurrection – one of the first visible 

recipients of a second chance and a fresh start!  Guilt and shame 

will be swallowed up by the grace and mercy of the Savior! 
 

Let me ask you a question. Are you running right now? Are 

you running from something on the inside? Is guilt or shame 

driving you away in a spirit of defeat? You might be running in 

the wrong direction!  The forgiveness and grace that transformed 

Peter is still available to you and me today!  You can have a fresh 
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start!  You can have a second chance… or a third, or a fourth… 

His mercies are new every morning! 
 

PRAYER - Heavenly Father, I confess that I have had 

episodes of denying You through my words and actions. I lay these 

before you. Likewise, I am sorry for running away from You in 

my shame. Today, I choose to run to You, asking forgiveness and 

cleansing from my sin and guilt! Thank you for the Power of the 

Cross in my life! You said, “Whom the Son sets free, is free 

indeed!” I declare I am free - today! 
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DAY 19 – THE MEANING OF THE 

CROSS 
By Pastor Jason Olaiz 

 

“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the 

gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should 

be made of no effect. For the message of the cross is foolishness 

to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God.” 

 – 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 
 

In the book of Acts chapter eighteen, we read that Paul the 

Apostle went to Corinth (Acts 18:1) where he started a church. 

After preaching and teaching for some time there he continued on 

in his travels. Paul would later make his way to Ephesus and it 

was there where he wrote this epistle in 56 AD.  
 

Now Corinth was a large city in Greece that was extremely 

immoral and filled with debauchery. There was even a temple 

dedicated to the goddess Aphrodite.  
 

The church in Corinth faced huge challenges and just like the 

church today, they encountered major temptations to compromise 

and conform to the world around them.  
 

The church in Corinth had its problems and Paul wrote this 

epistle to correct their moral problems, confront false doctrines 

and address divisions within the church. Today these same issues 

threaten the impact and effectiveness of the church.  
 

And so Paul writes to the Corinthian church telling them that 

when he came, he came in simplicity. He wasn’t trying to be 

culturally relatable as he was when he was in Athens quoting poets 
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and making references to their altars and idols. When he came to 

Corinth he came preaching Christ and Him crucified. Paul just laid 

out the truth very simply, not with wisdom of words, just telling 

them Jesus loved them and died for them and now offers a new 

life to them.  
 

Now this preaching of the message of the cross is foolishness 

to those who are perishing, Paul declared. We share with those we 

encounter, “Jesus loves you, He died in place of you, He offers a 

new life to you.” And to those who reject such a message their 

response is – “That’s foolishness.”  
 

Yet the message of the cross is powerful and personal. The 

cross shows us the depths of our sin. It shows us that there’s a 

penalty to sin. The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death” 

(Romans 6:23). The cross says to the world, “You are a sinner and 

you’re under the sentence of death.” But not only does the cross 

show us our sin but it also shows us the love of God. The Bible 

says, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  
 

The cross is a pardon; it’s a reprieve from spiritual death for 

people who don’t deserve it. There is not one person on this earth 

who deserves to be saved. None of us actually deserve to go to 

Heaven. The Bible says, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NO, 

NOT ONE;” (Romans 3:10). But God is love (1 John 4:8); and He 

is gracious and merciful. “Grace” is receiving something you do 

not deserve; it’s something God extends toward you. God has 

offered you a pardon, the forgiveness of sins and the assurance of 

Heaven when you die (1 John 1:9). And all of that can happen 

when you acknowledge your sin and your need of a Savior 

believing that Jesus Christ died on the cross for you and rose again 

from the dead.  
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My question for you is…. “Have you come to the cross and 

truly opened up your heart to Jesus Christ? You may be a moral 

person, you may occasionally attend church but do you truly know 

Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? Have you turned from your 

sin and yielded your life to Him?"  
 

Friends, the message of the cross not only offers the hope of 

Heaven but it provides a way to live. Jesus said, “If anyone desires 

to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 

follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” (Matthew 16:24-

25).  
 

Now, to those who are saved from the penalty of sin….do not 

continue to walk in sin. Just look at the repercussions of sin. It led 

to the crucifixion of Christ, not His sin (He was sinless), but our 

sin. Sin will destroy your relationships, it will erode your family 

and ruin your community. But what does the world say when they 

hear a message like that? According to Paul, the world says, 

“That’s foolishness.”  
 

What does Paul mean when he says – “being saved?” 

Salvation is active! You were saved when you first believed and 

opened up your heart to Jesus. You are saved from the power of 

sin. And when we see Jesus face to face you will be saved from 

the presence of sin.  
 

Friends, the message of the cross offers us the hope of Heaven 

and the forgiveness of sin when we come up short because the 

blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin!  
 

And even though it may seem like a strange message and 

regarded as foolish by the perishing, to those who trust in it and 
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are being saved, this message of the cross becomes to them the 

actual power of God!  

 

PRAYER – Jesus, thank you for the cross. Thank you for all 

that it means for me. Let me cast aside my performance based 

system of self-righteousness today, and renew my mind to the 

beauty and power of your sacrificial work. I reflect now on your 

journey, your suffering, your sorrow, your faithfulness, your 

obedience, your conviction, your generosity, and your love given 

on my account. Fill my heart and life with the very power of God, 

by which you were raised from the dead.  

 

 




