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THE LIFELINE  NOVEMBER  2019 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sunday Schedule:  8:30am The Gathering (Breakfast)  

9:00 am Sunday School   10:00 am Worship Service 

 

Wednesday Schedule : 

7:00pm—Bible Study with Dr. West,  

Children in Action, Youth  

7:45pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 

NOVEMBER 2019 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS:                      
8:00 — 12:00                                                          
Monday — Friday 
Office Number:  
704-482-4151 

 
 

 
 When I was young, the older folks in my life ( you know, anyone over 
40!) would reference how time flies. I had no idea what they meant by that 
because as a teenage boy eager to get a drivers license, time crept slowly--
like molasses on a cold Vermont day. Now, years later, I fully understand 
what my parents and grandparents meant: time REALLY DOES fly, 
doesn't it? Ben Hecht sums it up best for me: "Time is a like a circus, al-
ways packing up and moving on." And it does. 
 

I cannot believe that it is November and that the holy seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas are upon us. 
Sadly, the winds of culture drive us to look at these great events as purely secular events. Both are valued for 
their contribution to the bottom line of business owners. The secularization of the season has been watered 
and fertilized by the church in many instances. We bought into the myth that this season is about excess, 
debt, frenzy, and activity. Those are the very virtues of a secular culture, not a spiritual one. 
The truth is, these are holy days, sacred days, not secular ones. There is nothing secular about thanks. That is 
a spiritual response to God's goodness in our lives. Recognizing that gratitude is not automatic, we seek ways 
to position ourselves to express gratitude to our God. 
 
I pray that each of us will accept this wake-up call. Put aside the things that hinder us from loving God and 
loving others, and in that spirit, lift a pray and a song of thanks to our good God. 
There is so much for which we ought to be thankful. Seek those places and avoid the others. 
Give thanks! That is my prayer and desire for you, my sisters and brothers in Christ. I am grateful for you! 
 
God's best, 
Danny 
 

CHURCHWIDE THANKSGIVING MEAL 
NOVEMBER 24, 6:00 PM 

Turkey, Dressing & Gravy will be provided.  Please bring 
a vegetable or dessert (or both) and join us for this time 
of fellowship. 
 
 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  
November 10— 5:00 pm 

DEACON’S MEETING 
November 19— 7:00 pm 

 
 

C.A.R.E. Meeting 
November 10 — 6:00 pm 

 

PRAZ            November 17 — 6:00 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

2 

Derrell Hollifield 

3 

Kaley Geer 

4 5 

*Mr. & Mrs. 

Vernon Newton 

6 

Sean Cantrell 

7 

Dorothy Holli-

field 

Brooklyn Janda 

8 

Elaine Robert-

son 

9 

Jon Bradley 

10 11 12 13 

Jimmy Willis 

14 15 16 

17 

*Mr. & Mrs. 

Bill York 

18 

 

19 20 Michael 

Newton 

*Mr. & Mrs. 

Larry Gamble 

21 22 23 

24 Jennifer  

Borneman 

Billy  

Hedgepeth 

25 

Jenni Stallings 

26 

*Mr. & Mrs. 

Don Hensley 

27 28 

Lance Johnson 

29 30 



 

Note from the Deacon Body! 
Greetings from your 2019-20 Deacon Body!  By now I hope you have communicated with the Deacon assigned to 
your family for this year. If you have not heard from your Deacon or not sure who has you this year, please let our 
Family ministry deacon, Jimmy Willis know and he will fill you in on that information.  
As we always do, the Deacon body has been concentrating on prayer and the power of prayer in our meetings. We 
saw a moving and powerful movie on the power of prayer the other night at movie night.  Pastor Danny has been 
providing excellent sermons over the last few months on how we can be effective as a church body and how God 
has opened the door for us to minister to our community!  We heard a powerful message from Sam Mhasvi on 
how God can change our hearts!  Our CARE team continues to minister to us.  The Pastor Search Committee has 
asked us for our opinion and to consider the health of our church. In our last Deacon’s meeting, the Deacons were 
asked to evaluate our church and how we reach out to our community. I believe God is knocking on our hearts… 
wanting to be sure he has our attention to be open to changes he may have in store for our church!  Please join us 
in praying that if our hearts are not where they should be, God shows us what he desires for and from us.  
I believe even though we are small in number at this time, we still can impact our community for God’s Kingdom 
in ways we can’t imagine.  Dream big dreams Zoar! Pray big Prayers! Be ready for what God has in store for us!!!  
God Bless you all! 
Eddie Winecoff 
Deacon Chair  

 

 
BULLETINS, NEWSLETTERS & SERMONS ARE  

AVAILABLE ONLINE:  WWW.ZOARCHURCH.COM 
UNDER THE HOME COLUMN 

 
YOUTH SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Sherry Blanton, Holly Hamrick, Carlos Cooper, Larry 
Gamble, BriAnne Hamrick 

 
 
Hello everyone! I just wanted to give a short update about music at ZBC. I am so grateful for 
the ways that you all have accepted and worshipped through our Song of the Month idea! It 
is such a blessing to see how God is slowly changing the hearts of His people and expand-
ing the ways in which we can worship Him. I have already had several suggestions for our 
next cycle of songs! If you have anything that you would like to hear in worship, I would love 
to hear from you! 
 
Just as we did at Easter, I would like to officially open our Christmas rehearsals to ALL 
members at ZBC for a Christmas Choir! Again, there are no strings attached to participate 
beyond Christmas, but this service opportunity provides an opening for those who feel led to 
join us for just a short time to make a joyful noise. Our presentation will be December 22nd 
during worship, and many of the pieces are Christmas carols that you already know and 

love. Our Christmas  rehearsals are Wednesday nights from 7:00-7:45pm. I hope you’ll consider joining our 
AWESOME choir family for the holidays! 
 
I am blessed to have been accepted into the Zoar family. Thank you for allowing me to lead you each week and 
for the grace and patience you show me as I continue learning how to do this job. I can’t wait to see how the Lord 
keeps moving in our church! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Julia DeSerio” 
 

November, 2019 Update from your Pastor 
Search Committee 
  
Thank you all for your continued prayers, support, pa-
tience and cooperation with our request.  As you know 
we have started our search again and we are getting 
responses from potential pastor candidates.  During 

November we have advertisements running in the Beacon, the Biblical Recorder and the Baptist Courier (a South Carolina publi-
cation).  For your convenience I have included it at the bottom of this newsletter because the best advertisement is word of 
mouth.  Word of mouth advertising is you talking to each other, friends and family passing along this advertisement to someone 
of interest.  So please do that if you are impressed with a potential pastor candidate.  Several of our members have already 
done that.  No matter what the circumstances are of how a candidate found out, it remains all about God’s will and timing. Any 
serious candidate will seek God’s will before they submit a resume, so talk to others and pray to God for His will to be our focus 
and not ours. 
  
On Wednesday, October 9, Danny gave our committee an opportunity to speak during the normal Wednesday bible study.  As 
you might imagine we went over in time thanks to the interest and enthusiasm of those that were able to attend.  Some could not 
make it that night but were engaged afterwards in personal conversations about what was covered and our committee really 
appreciates your interest and questions. If you have not spoken to any of us and have questions please don’t hesitate to ap-
proach any of us.  We discussed in general the path and candidates that we interacted with, both positive and negative.  We 
spoke about the Baptist Faith Message (BFM) of 1963 versus 2000 and how this impacts pastor candidates and our church.  We 
spoke of how we approach each candidate in prayer, discussions, interactions and view video of sermons carefully in order to 
determine compatibility of a potential pastor.  And we have found that all serious pastor candidates do the same comprehensive 
study of our church and committee with probing questions and comments.  If you are wondering about what the BFM means, 
search the internet for BFM 1963 versus 2000 and study this and both documents.  You can also look up on the internet 
BRnow.org to see the November advertisements on line and in print. 
  
Three important keys to finding a new pastor remain the same.  
  
God’s will and timing 
Prayer using the prayer guides and topics we have published for everyone to follow 
Our church health using Autopsy of a Deceased Church (12 ways to keep yours alive, by Thom S. Rainer as a guide to read, 
study, prayer and develop action plans to improve our church body’s health (Still available by letting Mickey know, donation of 
$13 requested) 
  
Your committee has had many discussions about God’s will and timing, how we approach potential pastor candidates to decide 
on a good fit, and our church health. We do this because to get the best candidates we have to show case our church, our 
church being you the membership. 
  
A candidate will focus on many things as well.  Some of these are: 
  
God’s will and timing 
Prayer for him, his family, the decision, and the future church 
Discernment.  What is the best decision? 
Practical things come into play in the final decision too, things such salary, church history and health, is the church a good cul-
tural fit and the community 
  
For it is all about God’s perfect guidance, will and timing.  Strengthen your faith and depend on Him for everything! 
  
Your Pastor Search Committee: 
  
Glenda Allen                            Allen Hester                 Barbara Rogers 
Mickey Bradley, Chairman       Rick McDaniel              Donna White 
  
Zoar Baptist Church, a Southern Baptist fellowship in Shelby, NC, is seeking a Spirit-led ordained man of God to lead a commu-
nity of believers who worship in a blended format and hope to grow the body with a mixture of young and older mem-
bers. Zoar asks that applicants be graduates of an accredited seminary or divinity school and have a minimum of five years’ ex-
perience. Our search committee is eager to talk with prospective pastors who have a vision for growth and outreach while stay-
ing true to our conservative roots and statement of beliefs. Zoar asks that applicants prayerfully consider the opportunity to apply 
for this position and be prepared to articulate a plan for developing prayer warriors, leading a body who worships with all ages 
and races, and being a beacon of hope to Cleveland County and beyond through fervent Bible study and gifts of the Spirit. Apply 
by sending a resume, references. letter of interest and at least two audio/video files of recent sermons to: Pastor Search Com-
mittee, Zoar Baptist Church, 1740 S. Lafayette Street, Shelby, NC 28152.  
  

 


