
What’s next? In an episode of the 
television show “West Wing,” the 
president frequently said those 
words to his staff following a topic. 
Occasionally, the staff would try 
to return to the topic for further 
argument or exposition. President 
Bartlett would inform them that 
“next” implies that he was ready to 
continue with other things. One 
thing was certain following this 
interaction. His staff had to keep 
moving to his rhythm not to get 
left behind. There was implied 
progress to his question.

Our most recent sermon series asks 
the same question: “What’s next?” 
It’s the question that all Christians 
should ask themselves as they 
seek to follow Jesus. We are always 
moving in a direction. Sometimes 
the direction is a positive one, and 
sometimes, it isn’t. We’re never 
standing still, so I ask you, “What’s 
next?”

We have a very simple under- 
standing of how we become better 
disciples here. We think Christians 
grow best when we participate 
in worship, grow through small 
groups and serve the church and 
community. We have room to grow 
in one or more of these areas. After 
an honest assessment, we should 
be able to identify what we need 
to do next.

If you worship sporadically, make 
it a priority. Seek to increase the 

inmission
  A PUBLICATION OF PARKWAY HEIGHTS UMC                                                                                                          SEPTEMBER 2022 

number of 
times you’re 
present and 
engaged in 
communal 
worship 
experiences. 
If you’re 
already 
worshiping 
regularly, 
you should 
be in a small group of some sort. 
Throughout this month, we have 
listed many opportunities in our 
various publications. Pick a group 
and start attending. We grow the 
most when we are involved in 
smaller group activities.

Finally, if you worship regularly and 
are intentional about small group 
studies, find somewhere to serve. 
That’s our rhythm — worship, 
grow, serve.

Here’s my “West Wing” warning 
to you. Stop focusing on what 
you’ve done. Instead, discover what 
you want to do. Better yet, figure 
out whom you’d like to become 
and work tirelessly to aid God’s 
transformative work. What’s your 
next step? Here’s hoping there’s 
implied progress in your Christian 
journey. Each day we are called 
to move closer to God through 
intentional acts of formation. 

-Keith

Lead Pastor Keith Keeton

A Message from Keith Upcoming Sunday Series
The Christian life is both personal and 
communal. Faithfulness requires us to 
grow in both ways. In our sermon se-
ries, “What’s Next?” we examined ways 
that we could continue to progress. 
Worship, growth and service remain 
pillars of our discipleship journey, but 
we can’t only think about ourselves. 
We’re called to help others discover 
their worth in God’s grace. 

In our new series, “Outside Looking In,” 
beginning September 11, we will ex-
amine who’s been excluded, ignored 
or dismissed by the Church. We will 
discover that God never wanted the 
Church to surrender others so easily. 

By considering 
the outsider, 
we discover for 
ourselves the 
powerful reach of 
God’s love as we 
seek God’s de-
sired outcomes. 

New Open Door Series
What is the relationship between 
addiction and spiritual awareness that 
allows us to be gentle with ourselves 
and others along the way? Come 
hear the answer to this question and 
more during The Open Door Com-
munity’s “Addiction and Grace” series 
on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. at 2180 Oak 
Grove Road in Hattiesburg. Everyone 
is always welcome!

Addiction need not destroy us. With 
the help of God’s grace, it can lead us 
into a new and powerful life.
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Maybe I’m biased. I mean, the Church is the place I work. 
It’s the place I’ve chosen to live out my calling to share 
the good news of Jesus through teaching, proclaiming, 
loving, serving and mentoring others.

I love the Church. I love teaching and being taught. I 
love knowing others and being known. I love laughing 
and crying and celebrating life and faith in deep com-
munity.

The Church has formed me my whole life. And, again, 
I’m not speaking of a cold, distant, organizational struc-
ture or institution, in case that’s what you think of when 
you hear the word “Church.” I’m also not talking about 
an entertainment center where I have constantly been 
taught how to be a consumer or a faithful club member.

I’m talking about people. People who invested in me 
when I was young. People who saw me. People who 
called out my gifts and encouraged me to use them. 
Adults who mentored me and gave me space to grow 
and become and transform. People who were witnesses 
to me of the love and grace of God.

We are the Church called to come together. Called to 
be with one another in the same way God came to be 
with us. Called to be in community where we see each 
other — really see each other — and listen and lean in.

We are not called to be consumers. We are called to give 
our lives for the sake of doing God’s good work in the 

Called to Be Community - A Note from Susan Eaton
“So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. 
Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone — especially those in the family of faith.”

Galatians 6:9-10

world. We are called to share and teach and mentor and 
guide. We are called to pray and be changed by the love 
of God in order to change the world. And we can’t do 
that apart from one another. 

A single coal pulled out of the fire cannot maintain its 
heat. It needs the collective heat from the other coals to 
remain on fire and able to fulfill its purpose. When we’re 
separated, we all grow cold.

Maybe I’m biased, I’ll admit it. I’m biased toward every 
good thing God has promised to us, and I don’t want to 
miss out on one beautiful moment He has planned for 
His people.

As much as I gain from time alone with the Lord, there 
is a space in my heart that craves TRUE community. Not 
perfect community, I’ve never seen that. But gathered, 
full of grace and love community that is being formed 
more and more into the image of God who Himself is 
true community. 

Community is messy. It’s challenging. It asks something 
of you. It’s not always convenient or easy or delightful. 
But we are not complete without it.

We need each other, and we grow better together. 
I hope you’ll seriously consider what your next step  
toward community and spiritual growth is. We’ve got a 
variety of opportunities available. How will you be in-
volved and invite someone else to join you?

Dr. Robert Jones to Visit Hattiesburg
Dr. Robert Jones, founder and president of the Public Religious Research Institute and native of Jack-
son, will speak at the University of Southern Mississippi on Monday, Sept. 19, at 7:30 p.m. in Gonzales 
Auditorium about his book “White Too Long: Disentangling Christianity from White Supremacy.”  This 
presentation, which is sponsored by the Barefield Lecture Series, is free and open to the public.

On Sunday, Sept. 18, at 6 p.m., an informal dinner and question and answer session with Dr. Jones 
will be held at University Baptist Church. Everyone is invited to this gathering. If you plan to attend 
this dinner and Q & A session, please sign up by emailing us at parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org.Dr. Robert Jones
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Parkway Heights has recently updat-
ed our livestreaming capabilities! For 
two years, we’ve utilized Facebook to 
connect our Founders Hall service to 
the online community, and it’s been a 
blessing to those unable to attend in 
person. Now, in addition to Facebook, 
we are expanding to more platforms! 

You can now find a livestream of BOTH 
our contemporary and our traditional 
services in several places. On our web-
site at parkwayheights.org, click the 
“livestream” tab. On YouTube, search 
for Parkway Heights United Methodist 

We’ve Expanded Our Livestream Options!
Church; using Roku, search for Park-
way Heights UMC; and on an Apple 
TV, search for Parkway Heights UMC 
MS. You can also find direct links to all 
these platforms on the homepage of 
our website. If you can’t join us during 
a live worship experience, an archive 
of the videos is available on all the 
platforms for up to three months. 

We are thankful for these new ways 
to connect with our Parkway Heights 
family when in-person is not an op-
tion. If you’re not able to be present on 
a Sunday, join us online to connect!

Curious about Stephen Ministry? Come Learn More!
Stephen Ministry Information Session*

Sunday, October 9   |   9:40-10:30 a.m.   |   Room 303 A/B

Is God calling you to become a Stephen Minister? In Stephen Ministry, members 
of our congregation are trained and equipped to meet once a week, one-to-
one, with someone going through a difficult time. Stephen Ministers provide a 
caring presence, a listening ear and comforting words – supporting care receivers 
throughout their journey. 

There are many reasons people become Stephen Ministers. Here are a few to think 
about as your prayerfully consider whether Stephen Ministry is the right place for 
you to serve. 
(1) Make a real difference in the lives of people who are hurting. Stephen 
Ministers walk alongside people going through life’s challenges like grief, divorce, 
a medical crisis, job loss and more. They offer care, support and encouragement, 
connecting hurting people with Christ’s healing love during some of the hardest 
times in their lives. 
(2) Help our congregation ensure that no one suffers alone. Caring for one 
another is a hallmark of the Christian faith. As a Stephen Minister, you will play a 
crucial role in helping our congregation carry out that mission so that, even if we 
can’t take away their pain, those who are suffering know our church truly cares. 
(3) Deepen your faith as you see God at work through your ministry.  
Providing care while trusting God is at the core of Stephen Ministry. Stephen 
Ministers regularly say how their faith deepens as they experience training, learn 
to use distinctively Christian caring tools and witness God at work in the lives of 
their care receivers. 

*Attending this information session is not a commitment to serve as a Stephen Minister. It 
is an opportunity for you to learn more about Stephen Ministry and the next training class. 
Contact Julie Collins at juliecollins@parkwayheights.org or 601.544.7873 with questions.

Member Spotlight: 
Dr. Jim Robertson

Recently, Parkway Heights’ Dr. 
Jim Robertson was featured 
on news stations in Little 
Rock, AR. The stations told the 
inspirational story of Jim’s life. 

Some 60 years ago, Jim, 
then at age 20, was in an 
automobile accident which 
left him blind, among many 
other setbacks. Later, he went 
to World Services for the Blind 
in Little Rock, AR, to learn to 
walk again.

On July 31, Jim returned to 
Little Rock to retrace his steps 
from that first independent 
walk. 

Since his training decades 
ago, Jim has led an incredible 
life. He earned a PhD; wrote 
five books; married and raised 
two children with his wife, 
Linda; taught at colleges 
in two states; served in the 
Mississippi state legislature; 
and led Hattiesburg Area 
Habitat for Humanity. Parkway 
Heights is also grateful that 
Jim has led Sunday School at 
our church for over 50 years! 

If you’d like to see the news 
stories about Jim, visit our 
Facebook page.

Dr. Jim Robertson returned to Little 
Rock, AR, for an anniversary walk.
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Intentional time connecting with others — really  
connecting by preparing meals together, sharing meaning-
ful conversations and even spending time in silence  
together — is something we all need more of. Nine Park-
way Heights women took a weekend in August to do just 
that. They goofed off abundantly, as laughter was a key 
feature of the time together, which in itself is a holy thing. 
Each one came back restored and grateful for the time to 
get away and just be with others in an authentic way.

We hope you’ll make intentional effort to be in community 
this way. It doesn’t have to be a weekend retreat. Perhaps 
you’ll join a Sunday School class or ask two other people to 
join you for lunch and intentional conversation on a regular 
basis. Maybe you’ll be a part of one of our short-term 
studies, where you can grow and make connections with 
others. The bottom line is that we grow better together. 
We hope you’ll take advantage of the many opportunities 
Parkway Heights provides for you to grow with others.

PHUMC Women Connect on Weekend Restorative Retreat
Nine ladies enjoyed a restorative 
retreat at the beach August 12-14.

During the weekend retreat, the 
women admired God’s creation during 
walks on the beach. 

Each woman spent time alone in prayer 
and reflection as well.

Very Few Spots Remain 
in Fall Prevention Class
A Matter of Balance is a program 
designed to manage falls and in-
crease activity levels in senior adults. 
Starting September 7, this class will 
meet on Wednesdays, 10-11:30 a.m., 
for eight weeks in the Youth Chapel. 
Participants are encouraged to attend 
all sessions to receive the full benefit 
of the program. Only a few spots 
remain! Register at parkwayheights.
org/calendar.

Communication Skills for 
Co-Parenting
The next session of the Communica-
tion Skills for Co-Parenting workshop 
will begin Tuesday, Sept. 20, at 6 p.m. 
at the law offices of Cindy Re, 6424 
U.S. Highway 98W, Suite 50, Hatties-
burg, MS  39402. 

This class is for 
parents who are 
divorced, who never 
married and live 
separately or who live 
together but do not 
always agree about 
parenting. Over six weeks, parents will 
develop skills to communicate and 
work together. Topics include: raising 
strong children, psychological effects 
of divorce on children, decision mak-
ing, communication, discipline and 
more. Register online now at: 
civilsolutionsms.com/register.

Divorce/Grief Recovery
The next session of the Rebuild-
ing When a Relationship Ends 
workshop will begin Monday, 
Oct. 10, at 6:45 p.m. at Parkway 
Heights. This program ministers 
to individuals who are facing 
the end of a relationship due to 
separation, divorce or death of 
a spouse. The workshop is held 
each Monday night for nine 
weeks. The cost is $30, and schol-

arships are available.  

Please help us spread the word 
to anyone in our community who 
could benefit from this helpful 
class. Registration is open now on 
our website at parkwayheights.
org/studies-groups. Free child-
care is available if requested by 

September 26. 

OPEN DOOR ANNIVERSARY
The Open Door Community in-
vites you to its 12th Anniversary 
Celebration on Thursday, Sept. 
15, at 2180 Oak Grove Road in 
Hattiesburg. Appetizers will be 
served at 6 p.m., and worship 

with the band will be at 6:30 p.m. 
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New Study Opportunity 
with Embodied Holiness
Season two of the “Embodied Holiness” 
podcast begins Tuesday, Sept. 13. In 
the first three episodes, hosts Dr. Lyerly 
Christensen, Rev. Susan Eaton and Dr. 
Lindsey Lewis discuss topics from the 
Bible study “Reclaiming Joy,” written by 
Susan Eaton. You can be a part of the 
study, too! The women invite you to 
engage in this way:

• Get a copy of  
“Reclaiming Joy” 
(available on Ama-
zon  and other on-
line booksellers).

• Work through the study on your 
own or with a group.

• Use the podcast episodes at the 
end of each week of study to 
enhance what you’ve read or to 
jump-start your own small group 
conversation. 

About “Reclaiming Joy”:

This study of Genesis 
26 will lovingly lead 
you to address some 
common attitudes, 
habits and behaviors 
that are preventing 
you from living the 
joy-filled life God desires for you. After 
taking this journey you will:

• understand how ineffective and 
damaging fear is in your life.

• recognize where you might 
be making assumptions about 
others.

• discern whether you may need to 
exit a toxic relationship or envi-
ronment.

• be equipped to express kindness 
and love to difficult people.

• be positioned to forgive those 
who have hurt you.

QR code to order 
“Reclaiming Joy”

Christians thrive when they worship together, grow through study and small 
groups and serve amongst their neighbors. We encourage you to get involved in 
a new study or small group this fall. Let’s take the next step and grow together. 

Sign up for a group at parkwayheights.org or in the Atrium.

Financial Peace University
There is still time to sign up to participate in Financial Peace University, led 
by Richie Lewis and Julie Collins. The class will meet weekly from 5 p.m. until 
6:30 p.m., starting Sunday, Sept. 11, and ending Sunday, Nov. 13. (The class 
will not meet on Sunday, Oct. 31.) Upon completion of at least seven of the 
nine sessions, $50 of the registration fee will be refunded. Sign up for the class 
and start your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace at fpu.com/1151603. If you’re 
interested in learning more, contact Julie at juliecollins@parkwayheights.org.

Confirmed [for Adults]
If it’s been a while since you were confirmed in the Methodist church or if you 
were never confirmed or if you simply desire to learn in a small group, join us 
for this new study opportunity. Keith will lead two sections of this class. You 
can attend either on Sundays at 5:30 p.m. beginning September 11 (except 
September 18) or Wednesdays at noon beginning September 14. A Zoom op-
tion is available for both times. Let’s learn all about the church together. 

Courtside Conversations
Love tennis? Like discussing faith? Join Karol St. Louis and Su-
san Eaton on Monday evenings for a new type of group. We’ll 
play tennis for 45 minutes, cool down, then have some good 
discussion about becoming faithful followers of Jesus. This will be “playful” 
tennis, where everyone can participate at once. We’ll use “Redeeming How 
We Talk” to guide our discussion time. The group will meet on Mondays at 
6 p.m. beginning September 12 at the home of Bo & Reagan Hrom.

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study
Susan will lead a study for women on “The Epic of Eden Psalms: An Ancient 
Challenge to Get Serious About Your Prayer and Worship” by Sandra Richter 
on Mondays at 10 a.m. starting September 12. The book of Psalms is well-
known and well-worn. It is the Old Testament book most often quoted in 
the New Testament, and its quotations can be found everywhere from John 
Milton to “Star Trek” to congressional speeches. Why so much attention? This 
study will help you answer, “So what does this have to do with me today?”
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry knits and crochets prayer shawls and lap robes for those who are 
in the hospital or experiencing difficult times and circumstances. All skill levels and both men 
and women are welcome to participate. The group, which is led by Tina Arrington, will meet on  
Mondays at 1 p.m. in the Atrium beginning September 12. 

Sanctuary Choir
The Sanctuary Choir welcomes you to serve with them in sharing the gift of music and facilitating a worshipful experi-
ence on Sunday mornings and at other special services. The choir provides a supportive environment for members and 
cultivates mentoring relationships with student singers. If you are looking for a great place to belong, consider becoming 
a part of the choir! The choir, led by Dr. Greg Fuller, rehearses on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in the second floor Choir Suite.

United Women in Faith
United Women in Faith (formerly United Methodist Women) focuses on women, children and youth; acts for justice; and 
transforms communities. UWF has two circles (small groups) that meet as part of the overall organization. The Bevill/
Vickery Circle meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m., and the Outreach Circle meets on the first 
Thursday of each month at 1 p.m. Both circles meet in the Fireside Room. For more information, contact UWF President 
Patsy Register at pregister@bellsouth.net.
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THANK YOU, JENNIFER!
On July 31, we said our 

goodbyes to Jennifer 
Bruton before she moved 
to Colorado. Jennifer has 

been a part of Parkway 
Heights for over 20 years, 

and we will miss her 
greatly! We gathered in 

the Atrium that morning 
for a farewell reception.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, RUBY!
Ruby Bancroft celebrated her 100th birthday on July 
31. We are so happy that Ruby is able to still worship 
with us on Sunday mornings! She has earned her own 
special parking spot!

SUPPORTING USM WESLEY
Parkway Heights provided 150  

welcome bags for new USM  
students through the Southern 

Miss Wesley Foundation.

SHARING OUR SPACE
The Legacy Actors Theater Experience 
(L.A.T.E.) used our building for a perfor-
mance in August.
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Susan Walck has been volunteering 
for the Empty Bowls fundraiser for 
Edwards Street for many years as a 
potter and painter. Here’s her story 
about how she got involved.

I began working with clay in 1975 
at Ohio State University when I took 
a ceramics art class. I loved it and 
spent many hours in the studio. Af-
ter graduating, we moved to Day-
ton, Ohio. There I found a pottery 
studio and continued working with 
clay as a studio assistant. I mopped 
a lot of floors and mixed a lot of clay 
glazes to throw pots on the wheel 
for free. I even started teaching stu-
dents how to throw on the wheel. 

Rick’s job took us to New York. 
Very soon after, I worked in a stu-
dio called “Muddy Fingers,” in New 
York City. It was off Central Park, 
four blocks away from where John 
Lennon and Yoko Ono lived. I con-
tinued to mop floors, create glazes, 
throw pots and teach. Life could 
not get any better! 

After five years, we moved to Mo-
bile, Alabama. We had two daugh-
ters. When Lauren was little, I tried 
taking a playpen into a studio 
where I was working. As you can 
imagine, that was very short-lived. 
So, I raised my daughters and 
taught at an elementary school. I 
taught wheel classes off and on at 
the Mobile Museum of Art. 

We retired and moved to Hatties-
burg to be near our future grand-
children. Of course, now that I was 
retired, I investigated where I could 
start working with clay. I found the 
South Mississippi Artist Associa-

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Susan Walck

tion. There I met Diane Shepherd, 
who came just to learn how to 
throw a bowl, so she could make 
them for the Empty Bowls fund-
raiser for Edwards Street Fellow-
ship Center’s food pantry. This real-
ly struck me as quite remarkable. I 
signed up for the annual Throw-A-
Thon. Potters from the area come  
to throw bowls. She wanted me to 
continue working in her studio and 
gave me a key. God had opened a 
very big door! Diane is a wonder-
ful example of how God shines His 
light through His people.

Psalm 37:4 says, “Take delight in 
the Lord, and He will give you the 
desires of your heart.”  This verse 
is a reminder that I can serve God 
and people through pottery! As ex-
citing as it was to work in a studio 
in New York City, it is now very ex-
citing and rewarding to know that 
I’m a part of something that pro-
vides nonperishable food to 1,500 
hungry and food-insecure people 
in our community. 

Parkway Heights had two 
bowl-painting events last year 
and raised over $1,100! We will be 
bringing more bowls to paint on 
September 25. You, too, can be a 
part of helping Empty Bowls!

Susan Walck has painted countless bowls for 
the Empty Bowls fundraiser over the years.

EMPTY BOWLS FUNDRAISER 
FOR EDWARDS STREET

On Saturday, Oct. 22, the 10th 
annual Empty Bowls fundraiser 

will take place in and around 
Main Street Books and Gratefull 
Soul in Downtown Hattiesburg 
between 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
This event will benefit Edwards 

Street Fellowship Center’s 
food pantry. For $25, you can 

purchase a handcrafted pottery 
bowl and a meal of soup, bread, 
dessert and beverage from local 

restaurants. All proceeds help 
fill the empty bowls of the less 

fortunate in Hattiesburg. 
 

PAINTING WITH A PURPOSE
On Sunday, Sept. 25, at 4 p.m., 

everyone - of all ages - is invited 
to “paint with a purpose!”  We’ll 

gather in the Atrium to paint 
our own bowls for the Empty 
Bowls fundraiser. For $25 per 

bowl, you will receive the bowl 
you paint, as well as an event 
ticket for lunch, which can be 

picked up on Saturday, Oct. 22, 
around Main Street Books and 

Gratefull Soul in Downtown 
Hattiesburg. 

If you’d like to participate, 
please sign up in 

Sunday’s bulletin or 
email parkwayheights@

parkwayheights.org. The bowls 
we paint will be available at 
church after they have been 

glazed and fired! Please contact 
Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org or Susan 

Walck at susan101054@yahoo.
com for more information.
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Mud Run for Habitat for Humanity
The third annual Monster Mash Mud Run to benefit Hab-
itat for Humanity of the Pine Belt will be held Saturday, 
Oct. 29, on the south side of the Evelyn Gandy Parkway, 
behind Cow & Coop’s, 29 Rivers Drive in Hattiesburg. 
The opening ceremony begins at 8:30 p.m. Runners will 
receive a T-shirt, medal and drink voucher. 

Last year’s run raised $20,000 to help build homes for our 
neighbors in need! Let’s help them top that amount this 

year! To find information about 
this year’s registration fees for 
the 5K or 10K runs, visit race-
roster.com and search for the 
“Monster Mash Mud Run.” The 
early bird deadline is October 3.

September’s Communion Offering
The communion offering collected this month will 
go to the Southern Miss Wesley Foundation. These 

funds go directly to the operating budget of the 
campus ministry.

To support this offering, you can designate it on your 
check or place your gift in the marked offering plates 

outside our worship spaces or give via our website 
at parkwayheights.org/give and select “communion 

offering” as the fund. Thank you!

Can You Serve as a 
Hospice Volunteer?
If you’d like to make a difference in the 
lives of others and gain a valuable and  
rewarding experience, Forrest General  
Hospice has an opportunity for you. 
Hospice volunteers assist patients of 
all ages, their caregivers and families 
during a difficult time in their lives.

Hospice volunteers may not be a 
comfortable or suitable fit for every-
one, but it can be very rewarding 
work. Volunteers are an integral part 
of Forrest General’s hospice program. 
Each volunteer is specially trained. 

The services they provide include:
• reading to patients
• visiting with patients
• running errands
• providing spiritual support
• respite care
• office tasks.

If you are interested in volunteering 
in this way, please contact Elizabeth 
Boler, hospice volunteer coordina-
tor, at eboler@forrestgeneral.com or 
601.288.2500.

We Need You for Our HHS Partnership
Can you help us strengthen our ministry with students at 
Hattiesburg High School? We are asking people to help serve 
meals to the HHS band before each home football game. We 
also want to form a relational team, who will sit down with 
some of the band students to get to know them. 

The home football games are Friday, Sept. 30; Friday, Oct. 14; Friday, Oct. 21; and 
Saturday, Nov. 5. It’s not a big time commitment. The meals will be served 4:15-
5:30 p.m.

If you, your family, your Sunday School class or other small group can help serve 
the HHS band meals or help sponsor/provide a meal, please contact Alex Doleac 
at alexdoleac@parkwayheights.org. Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE!
Our annual Trunk or Treat 

will be held Sunday,  
Oct. 30, from 4 p.m. until 
5:30 p.m. in the Parkway 
Heights parking lot. We 
want to see you there!

FIELDHOUSE FOR THE HOMELESS
Thank you to our Fieldhouse  

volunteers! On Sunday, Aug. 21, they 
served over 50 people! Great work!
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We Appreciate Our Discipleship Group Leaders
D-Groups, or Discipleship Groups, are small groups within our Youth Ministry, made up of students of the same 
gender and around the same age. We are so fortunate to have some terrific members of Parkway Heights serv-
ing as leaders this year. Thank you, D-Group leaders!

Michelle Van Vleet
7th grade girls

Nellie Arrington & Lee Anne Venable
8th & 9th grade girls

Keri Falk
9th & 10th grade girls

Lauren Noll
10th & 11th grade girls

Hannah Doleac & Paige Zachary
11th & 12th grade girls

Alex Doleac
7th, 8th & 9th grade boys

Travis Bolster
10th, 11th &12th grade boys

Youth Calendar
• Sept. 4 - No SN@P (Labor Day)

• Sept. 7 - D-Groups @ 6 p.m.

• Sept. 11 - SN@P Fun Night at 
Tatum Park with Main Street UMC 
@ 4 p.m.

• Sept. 14 - D-Groups @ 6 p.m.

• Sept. 17-18 - Fall Retreat

• Sept. 18 - No SN@P (Fall Retreat)

• Sept. 21 - D-Groups @ 6 p.m.

• Sept. 25 - SN@P @ 5:30 p.m.

• Sept. 28 - No D-Groups (fall 
break)

August Events

D-Groups kicked off with a 
night of fun and games on 
August 17.

A SN@P Mission Night was 
held August 21. Our youth 

packed care packages 
of underwear, socks and 

toothbrushes for the foster 
care children and families 
served by Elijah’s Closet in 

Hattiesburg.
During SN@P on August 14, our youth 

tried a new space for their worship 
music - the catwalk in the Atrium!



youth

Promotion Sunday & Back-to-School Blessing

The third and fourth graders read 
their Bibles during Sunday School on 
Promotion Sunday, July 31.

On Promotion Sunday, July 31,  
Dorothy Arcement welcomed her 
new kindergarten through 2nd 
grade students.

Our fifth and sixth graders were  
happy to move up to the Loft on 
Promotion Sunday, July 31.

Be Sure to Check Out Our Youth 
Ministry Blog
We are always proud of our youth at Parkway Heights, 
and we have one more reason to be very proud of them! 
Our Youth Ministry has started a blog, written by the 

students. The first entry was written 
by senior Alex Lewellyn. Please take 
some time to check it out. It will 
be a blessing to you! Thank you for 
sharing, Alex! To read the blog, visit 
https://parkwayyouthblog. 
wordpress.com.Alex Lewellyn

children

This year’s confirmation 
journey began with an 
orientation for par-
ents, students and 
mentors on Sun-
day, Aug. 21. The 
seventh grade con-
firmands will meet 
with their mentors 
each week for 12 weeks 
and will attend a retreat 
together in early Novem-

Please Pray for Confirmation
ber. Confirmation Sunday 
will be November 13.

Please be in prayer 
for our confirmands 
during this import-
ant time in their 

lives. They are Cela 
Batson, Jack Burks, 

Pearl Cullop, Kaybry Lewis, 
Rossie Norton, Wyatt 
Walsh and Emery Ward. 

On Sunday, July 31, we held our annual Blessing of the Backpacks in both worship services to pray over our children 
and teachers as they began a new school year.



children
Sunday School Update 
We have had a great start to Sunday School this school 
year! It has been wonderful to see so many of our children 
at Parkway Heights on Sunday mornings! We are seeing so 
many children, that we have decided to open a new Sun-
day School class! Starting September 11, all kindergartners 
and 1st grade boys will go to Room 206 following “large 
group,” and all 2nd graders and 1st grade girls will go to 
Room 217 following “large group.”  Please feel free to reach 
out to Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org if 
you have any questions about this change.  

Opening another class necessitates more teachers, and we are excited to  
welcome several new teachers to our teaching teams, including Julia Farris, Beth 
Folkes, Alex Lewellyn and Sarah Migues! Please contact Lesley if you are interest-
ed in serving as a regular teacher (one or more times a month) or as a substitute 
teacher. Thank you!

Preschool Family 
Play Days

Preschoolers and their families 
enjoyed a fun morning at UpDown 

Trampoline Park on August 27.  
Pictured above are Marion Robertson, 
Elizabeth Ann McCay, Miller Marshall 
and Rivers Robertson, who stopped 

jumping just long enough to pose for 
a quick picture.

Families with preschoolers will gather 
again on Saturday, Sept. 17, at  

10 a.m. at J’s Place Playground at 
Optimist Park for the next Pre-

school Family Play Day! This will be 
an informal gathering for families with 
young children to play and fellowship 
with one another. Please plan to bring 

snacks and/or lunch for your family.

If you would like to receive communi-
cation about our monthly gatherings 
via GroupMe, please contact Lesley.

Oh, Sing to the Lord a New Song! 
Good news! Children’s Choir is returning! Kindergartners 
through 6th graders are invited to join us on Wednes-
days at 6 p.m., starting September 14. We will sing from 6 
until 6:30 p.m. and enjoy pizza following choir (optional). 
The choir plans to perform during worship once in mid-
fall and once toward the beginning of Advent. Special 
thanks to Carol Pittman and Anita Johnson for leading 
this group! Please let Lesley know if your child/children 
are interested in participating in Children’s Choir! 

Thank You, Acolyte Ministry! 
We are excited to welcome six new children to 
our acolyting team this fall! The new acolytes are: 
Mary Makenzie Walker, Kate Rivers Keeton, Aubrey 
Thompson, Darcie Mann, David Morris and James 
Morris. 

We want to thank all of our acolytes for serving! 
Acolytes serve each week of the school year during 
the 10:45 a.m. traditional worship service by light-
ing the altar candles, assisting with the offering 
plates and carrying the light of Christ as we enter 
and depart from worship. If your child is interested 
in serving as an acolyte, please contact Lesley.

David and James Morris were 
ready to bring in the light of Christ 
at worship on August 14.

It’s fantastic to see children 
who can’t wait to get into 

church for Sunday School, 
such as Bella, Bo and 

Adrianna Bass!

SENDING SID 
SOME LOVE
Our children 
made cards 
for Sid Collins 
while he is 
overseas. Sid 
has the cards 
displayed in 
his office.



Prayer Concerns
Emily Shepard

Sympathy to... 
• Phillip Blackwell on the death of 

his mother, Winnie Blackwell
• David Yowell and family on the 

death of his father, David Yowell
• Machelle Weeks and family on 

the death of her father, Samuel 
Jordan

Praise... 
• for the birth of Pippin Layne  

Cochran, born to Evan and Jaden 
Cochran on August 8, 2022.

      PHUMC Finances 
 July 2022 
Income .................................. $108,993 
Expenses ............................... $123,834 
Net ............................................ $(14,841) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income .................................. $834,146 
Expenses ............................... $870,430 
Net ............................................ $(36,284) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income ........... $894,860 
Actual Income ................... $834,146 
Budget Deficit ...................... $60,714

Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,
 
Milestones are usually celebrated. 
However, we were not excited to set 
a record in July 2022 for the most 
households ever served in one month 
at our food pantry: 1,756 households 
representing 5,505 individuals. As 
high gas and grocery prices take their 
toll on low-income families and indi-
viduals, requests for food assistance 
are coming from those who, although 
employed, are struggling to cover 
the necessities of food, shelter and 
utilities.

AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 
SERVED EACH MONTH AT THE  
EDWARDS STREET FOOD PANTRY:
• 2018: 1,460 households per 

month
• 2019: 1,545 households per 

month
• 2020: 1,637 households per 

month (Busiest months = April - 
1,742 households and May - 1,703 
households)

• 2021: 1,350 households per 
month

• 2022: 1,564 households per 
month (January – July) (Busiest 
months = June - 1,720 house-
holds and July - 1,756 house-
holds)

 
We are abundantly thankful for your 
generosity to ensure our pantry 
shelves are stocked for those needing 
assistance! Thank you for shining the 
light of God’s love for hurting neigh-
bors.
 
“Feed the hungry, and help those in 
trouble. Then your light will shine out 
from the darkness, and the darkness 
around you will be as bright as noon.”  
                              ~ Isaiah 58:10

Thank You and God Bless You,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

To the Parkway Heights Family,
 
Thank you for the many expressions 
of love and sympathy following the 
death of my husband, David Powers. 
You are helping our hearts begin to 
heal.

Much Gratitude,
Bettie Cox, on behalf of all the family
1 Corinthians 13:13

PLEASE NOTE: THE CHURCH 
OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, 

SEPT. 5, FOR LABOR DAY.

Keith Keeton, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Alex Doleac, Director of Youth &  
Family Ministries 

 
Wes Arrington, Director of

Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service in 

Founders Hall

9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service in  
Sanctuary

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street, Hattiesburg, MS 39401
parkwayheights.org   |   601.544.7873

Access our website

Download our app

Hold your cell phone’s camera over these 
QR codes to activate them.

Give online


