
our local 
hospitals, 
we could 
be within a 
few weeks 
of in-house 
worship. I’ll 
be working 
closely with 
our church 
leaders 
this week to decide on a date 
for this. Be watching for an 
announcement coming soon.

You know, they offered no 
pandemic classes in seminary. 
Neither was there an online 
productions class. There was no 
course I took called: How to Make 
Everybody Happy in Your Church! 
So, I report to you that in the 
absence of being ill prepared in 
these disciplines, I can only rely 
on faith to get us through. We can 
only make the very best decisions 
we possibly can, given the reality 
of the situation. You play the hand 
you are dealt. And don’t answer 
the door when the pity party 
shows up.  

For the sake of Jesus Christ, you 
keep being the Church. Let’s keep 
encouraging one another in love, 
just like Paul did in his letter to 
Philippi. It’s a powerful tool in 
times of plenty and in times of 
uncertainty.  

Peace,  
Bruce

After 15 weeks, it’s difficult to 
come up with something artful 
and creative to say about the 
pandemic; however, I want to 
assure you that our leaders at 
Parkway Heights are looking very 
closely at our local numbers while 
deciding when we will reopen 

live worship. As you remember, 
our original plan was to begin 
on July 19. A surprising summer 
surge in infection numbers and 
deaths, followed by a statement 
from our Bishop guiding all UM 
churches in Mississippi to cease 
all worship gatherings until 
further notice, led our Church 
Council to make the difficult 
decision of suspending those 
plans until further notice. Our 
bishop has since released a 
statement allowing for worship 
to start again and has left it up 
to each congregation to decide 
when to resume in-house 
worship.
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As of the time of this writing, we 
have received good news from our 
mayor regarding infection numbers, 
hospital numbers and ICU numbers. 
The number of active cases in 
Lamar County and Forrest County 
was down compared to the week 
before. Furthermore, the number 

of COVID-19 patients in our local 
hospitals was down from 103 to 80 
compared to the prior week. Our 
local ICU numbers also decreased 
from 37 to 28. These statistics have 
been the most important numbers 
to consider when making decisions 
regarding our return to in-house 
worship. Overrunning our local 
hospitals puts us all in danger, so we 
delayed our restart as an act of love. 
Love is our rudder, not fear. 

You’ll see that we already have three 
Sunday evening parking lot worship 
services planned in September, 
beginning September 13. If we 
continue to see numbers abate in 

Bruce Case

In Times of Plenty & Uncertainty

I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern 

for me; indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to 

show it. Not that I am referring to being in need; for I have learned to be 

content with whatever I have. I know what it is to have little, and I know 

what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned 

the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and 

of being in need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 

In any case, it was kind of you to share my distress.   - Philippians 4:10-14



fyi
Parking Lot Communion Services Coming Up
Let’s celebrate holy communion together - but separately - in our own cars! On the 
Sundays of September 13, 20 and 27, at 6:30 p.m., we will hold drive-in, parking lot 
communion services. Park in our parking lot and stay in your vehicle during the brief 
service of communion and devotion. Tune your radio to 103.3 FM to listen to the 
service. Someone will bring the communion elements in individually wrapped pack-
ages to each vehicle. We are excited to worship together in new and creative ways 
during these difficult times.

The Power of BANDING TOGETHER
Connection is extremely important. 
Jesus changed the world by form-
ing deep relationships with a few 
people who would then carry on 
His work beyond His earthly life. He 
even said that the very credibility of 
His life and message in the eyes of 
unbelievers would be dependent 
upon the way His followers relate to 
each other (see John 17). 

John Wesley, the founder of the 
Methodist movement, used small 
groups to forge connections that 
changed the lives of thousands of 
people in England in the 1700s. His 
system of connecting people with 
God and each other spread all over 
the world and made its way to the 
United States when our country was 
just beginning. 

A few years ago, different types of 
bands (small groups) — such as 
workplace groups and micro groups 
— were formed through Parkway 
Heights. A micro group is made 
up of three-four people who meet 
regularly throughout the year to 
support and care for one another.

One of our members who became 
part of a micro group was Ken 
Crumpton. Ken joined with Brian 
Ford, Drew Rhian and Bruce Case to 
meet at least once a month at some-

one’s house or a restaurant. Ken 
believes his group has helped him 
grow spiritually, and he encourages 
others to join a band as well. 

“It is great to have a small group of 
like-minded people to talk about 
things both personal and spiritu-
al,” Ken said. “We discuss ideas and 
thoughts and ask questions. It gives 
us a chance to get a lot deeper...  
beyond a sermon or Sunday School 
lesson.”

During these times when we are 
missing connection with a larger 
group,  we want to once again en-
courage you to get together with a 
few others to form a micro group.

Lyerly Christensen is another one of 
our members who is joining a micro 
group, along with Lindsey Lewis and 
Susan Eaton. Lyerly is hoping to gain 
a support group that she can learn 
and grow with over time.

She stated, “Working in Children’s 
Ministry as a Sunday School teacher, 
I miss out on the adult education of 
Sunday School. I love my time teach-
ing in The LOFT, but this is another 
way for me to connect within the 
church and have a time to learn and 
grow with friends.”

You may be asking yourself...

I want to be in a micro group. What 
do I do?
1) Begin by asking others to join 
you. Think of one-three other people 
and ask if they would like to be in a 
micro group with you. If you don’t 
have any ideas of whom to ask, let 
Susan or Bruce know. We can help 
match you with others.
2) Set a time, place (whether in-per-
son or virtual) and frequency to 
meet.

What do we do in our group?
This is up to you. Some groups 
choose to read a book and discuss it 
together. Some groups will use a de-
votional resource as their discussion 
starter. Some groups simply check 
in with each other and ask how they 
can be praying for each other. 

If you are stumped on what to do, 
we are happy to give you some 
guidance. Email Susan at 
susaneaton@parkwayheights.org or 
Bruce at brucecase@ parkwayheights.
org for assistance. 

Let us know about your band! Once 
you have formed, please email 
Susan Eaton with the names of the 
people in your group. We’d love to 
pray for you and encourage you.



fyi
REGISTER NOW for Our Fall Learning Opportunities
As with everything lately, COVID-19 has changed how we will format our fall small groups and class-
es. Although our classes will not be held in person, we hope you will take advantage of these growth 
opportunities. Here’s a brief reminder of what’s being offered. Please be sure to register soon at  
parkwayheights.org/home/studies-groups, so that you can receive emails with the Zoom links.

1619 PODCAST DISCUSSION GROUP   
Led by Bruce Case  /  Via Zoom  /  Wednesdays at 6 p.m.  /  starts September 9 
Are you a history buff? Do you love learning more about things in the past that have 
shaped our present? Are you interested in exploring how slavery, the Civil War, Jim 
Crow and Civil Rights have impacted our culture today? Join us on Zoom as we listen 
and discuss a 35-minute podcast each week. If you believe learning our history can 
help us to be more compassionate, empathetic Christians in our world, then this class 
is for you! 

DIVISIONS: CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE, THE CHURCH & OUR 
NATION   
Led by Sam Bruton  /  Via Zoom  /  September 2, October 7 & November 4 at 7 p.m.
These webinars will invite special guests who have made a difference in our 
world to speak with Sam and Bruce. The first guest on Wednesday, Sept. 2, 
will be Raylawni Branch, the first African American student at the University of 
Southern Mississippi. Join us on Zoom for these meaningful conversations.

LONG STORY SHORT by Joshua McNall   
Led by Susan Eaton  /  Via Zoom  /  Mondays at 10 a.m.  /  starts September 14
The Bible can be daunting. It’s ancient, enormous and sometimes challenging to 
understand. Long Story Short shares the Biblical narrative in a way that requires no 
prior engagement with the Bible. It traces the big story of who God is and how He 
is saving the world through six simple movements. During this study you will:  
(1) learn the big story of Scripture as a seamless whole  (2) engage with a highly 
readable book  (3) be challenged to think about stories of the Bible in fresh way.

*Participants in this study will need to purchase a book. The books are $15 and can be picked up at church on  
Mondays and Thursdays between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. Ring the intercom bell outside the church doors for assistance.

MONDAY LUNCH GROUP   
Led by Brian Ford  /  Via Zoom  /  Mondays at noon  /  starts September 14 
Take a break in your day to share a meal and continue walking together on the 
spiritual path. This group will be listening to Barbara Brown Taylor’s Holy Envy. 
The group typically begins with a period of silence before 20 minutes of video 
or audio, followed by conversation for the rest of the hour. The group occasion-
ally meets on Fridays instead of Mondays. Search for the private group “Monday 
Lunch Group” on Facebook for more information and to learn of date changes. 

REBUILDING WHEN YOUR RELATIONSHIP ENDS has been postponed until January 2021.

As of now, the next session of COMMUNICATIONS SKILLS FOR CO-PARENTING is still set to begin in October.



Welcoming the 
Wesley Foundation

Parkway Heights was 
happy to provide gift 
bags to University of 
Southern Mississippi 

freshmen through the 
Wesley Foundation and 

help welcome these 
students to Hattiesburg. 

Sixty bags were given, and 
the students were very 

appreciative!

outreach

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS
Vicki and Dannie Kibodeaux and Thu Sellers set up a back-to-school breakfast for 
the Hattiesburg High School teachers and staff on August 17. Parkway Heights 
also provided a breakfast for Woodley Elementary School on August 7 with the 
help of volunteer Susan Walck. Thanks to all our volunteers for their help! 

college ministry

THANK YOU, BLOOD DONORS!
Thank you to everyone who donated 
blood during our Vitalant blood drive 
in the bloodmobile on August 30! You 
are saving lives!

Susan Eaton, Debra Topp and Katie Ingram  
assembled the student gift bags.

USM students Brandon Cave 
of Brookhaven and Addison 
Rivers of Hattiesburg  
expressed their gratitude for 
the gift bags.

College Ministry Offers Sunday Lunch 
& Discuss
All college students are invited to enjoy a free meal and 
great conversation during our Sunday Lunch & Discuss. 
The students eat lunch at 11:45 a.m. in our Atrium and 
then spend some time together in a discussion centered 
around a Biblical topic. Each week a new topic is dis-
cussed. All student are asked to please wear a mask when 
we’re not eating. 

Please help us spread the word to any college students 
you know and invite them to join us every Sunday!

Bruce Case spoke with Southern 
Miss students during the first 
Sunday  Lunch and Discuss on 
August 23.

Boxed lunches from McAlister’s 
Deli, along with vegetarian  
options, are provided each  

Sunday for college students.



youth

Get to Know Our Discipleship Group Leaders
D-Groups, or Discipleship Groups, are small groups within our Youth Ministry made up of students of the same 
gender and around the same age. We are so fortunate to have some terrific members of Parkway Heights serving as 
leaders this year. Here’s an introduction to them, in their own words:

JENNIFER ALLEN
Hi! My name is Jen, and I am honored to be a D-Group leader for 11th and 12th grade girls. I grew 
up in Phoenix, Arizona, and went to the University of Kentucky on an athletic scholarship to play 
softball. I also earned an MBA and master’s in sports business management. Over the next few 

years, I worked with the Orlando Magic, New Orleans Saints, UCF Athletics, 
Phoenix Suns, Arizona Diamondbacks and NASCAR. After an ambitious career 
in professional sports, I moved to Barcelona and traveled everywhere that 
I could. I met my husband while traveling in Eastern Europe, when he was 
stationed there for the U.S. military. When he came back to the U.S. last April, I 
moved to Mississippi to be with him, and that’s how I got here to Hattiesburg. 
My favorite hobbies include meeting new people, learning about different 
cultures, traveling, hiking, being outdoors, board games and photography.

NELLIE ARRINGTON
My name is Nellie Arrington, and I’m a D-Group leader for the 11th and 12th grade girls. I’m also 
interning for Parkway Heights’  Youth Ministry this year! I grew up at Parkway, and I’m so excited 

to be here with the youth this year.

TRAVIS BOLSTER
Most people know me as the Smoothie King and Qdoba guy... In fact, it was 
Smoothie King that brought Jenny and me to Hattiesburg way back in 2003. 
I grew up in New Orleans (go Saints), and I went to Tulane for college (but I’m 
a big LSU Tigers fan). Travis, Scott, Evan and Emma Kate are my kids. I’m really 
excited about leading the 8th and 9th grade guys D-Group!

JEN CASE
I am Jen Case. I teach 4th grade math at Oak Grove Upper Elementary 

School. I have been teaching for over 18 years. My husband is Pastor Bruce. 
We have two kids. Tripp is 22 and graduated from Ole Miss this year. He 

is currently working for an insurance company in Florida. Susannah is 
about to turn 18 and is a senior at Oak Grove High School.  She is hoping 
to attend MSU in the fall of 2021. My favorite place to be is on the beach 

reading a good book. We recently acquired a precious dog named Luna. I 
love hanging out with my 9th and 10th grade D-group girls!



youth

KERI FALK
I moved to Hattiesburg from Houston, Texas, a little over two years ago. I live in 
Downtown with my dogs, Cooper and Boomer. I have three older siblings, who all live 
in Texas. My favorite animal is the flamingo. I have been volunteering with different 
youth programs for over five years. In my free time, I enjoy working in my yard, kayak-
ing, crafting and cooking. I’m excited to lead a D-Group of 8th and 9th grade girls!

DURHAM HARRIS
I am a native of Georgia and a graduate of Candler School of Theology at Emory University, 

where I earned a Master of Theological Studies. I’m married to Tiffany, who is a doctoral 
student in USM’s Graduate School of Psychology. I love all things outdoors and all things 

music! I lead worship on Sunday nights (whenever we’re able to start gathering and sing-
ing together), and I’m excited to lead the 7th grade guys D-Group.

ALEX DOLEAC
What up, guys?! I’m Alex, and I’m stoked to hang with all of you over this next 

school year. I’m a 28-year-old electrical contractor in training with Doleac  
Electric, a part-time photographer and a fan of all things creative. I’m born and 

bred in the ‘Burg but moved away to South Alabama for a few years for work. 
About a year ago, my wife Hannah and I decided to move back to the city we 

love to make our home here in Hattiesburg and at Parkway Heights. I’m excited 
to lead a D-Group of 10th-12th grade guys.

LEE ANNE VENABLE
I live in Historic Downtown Hattiesburg with my husband, Ronnie, and son, 
Andrew. When not in the midst of a global pandemic, we enjoy live music and 
exploring Downtown. While in quarantine, we’ve enjoyed riding bikes as a 
family, binge watching Harry Potter and eating more cheese from Twin Forks 
than once thought humanly possible. I’m really looking forward to bringing 
my experience as a lifelong Methodist to the 7th grade girls D-Group and 
hope to learn as much from them as they learn from me, including whatever a 
TikTok is and why Snapchat is even a thing we do now.  

ZACHARY WILDE
From 2013-2017, I served as an active duty Marine. After being honorably discharged from 
the Marine Corps, I went to school and earned a B.S. in psychology from Washington State 

University in 2020. I’m in Hattiesburg because I was admitted into the Clinical Psychology 
Doctoral Program at Southern Miss. My research interests are in the field of positive psychol-

ogy and the development of marginalized and at-risk children and adolescents. When I’m 
not preoccupied with research and academia, I love to travel, volunteer and search for mean-

ingful and worthwhile experiences. I’m excited to lead the 8th and 9th grade guys D-Group!



children

Back-to-School Blessing

Early Encounters News
WEEKLY CHAPEL

It’s a new school year at Early Encounters, the full-time Preschool Ministry of 
Parkway Heights. We are excited that we have resumed our weekly chapel 
sessions of music, prayer and a Bible lesson! This year, Parkway Heights staff 
will be working with Early Encounters to supplement the regular classroom 
curriculum with activities that reinforce the weekly chapel lesson.

Wesley Manor Chalk Cheer 
The Loft kids met at Wesley Manor 
Retirement Community on Saturday, 
Aug. 29, to write encouraging words 
and draw pictures with chalk in the 
patio and front entrance areas of 
Wesley Manor.

CLASSROOM OPENINGS

Early Encounters currently has immediate enrollment 
openings. Classes are available for infants through 
pre-kindergarten age, from 7:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 
each weekday. If you know any parents in need of 
childcare or preschool education, have them call 
601.544.1591.

POSITION OPENINGS

Early Encounters is growing! We are looking for loving, kind, energetic teach-
ers to come join the EE family. Full-time and part-time positions are available. 
Do you know anyone who loves to cook? We also need help in the kitchen! 
Several opportunities are available. You can find the job postings on Indeed 
or call 601.544.1591. 

The Bryan family gathered around Morgan 
as Susan and Bruce prayed over her during 
the Back-to-School Blessing.

Some kids even squeezed in a quick game of 
Simon Says with Mr. Sid during the event!

Rosheda Harrington passed out snacks to 
Caroline Hatten and Caroline, Joy and  
Annabelle Yates.

Children and families met at Parkway Heights for a special Back-to-School Blessing on August 2. Children participat-
ed in a photo opportunity, enjoyed a snack and received a blessing from our pastors. Parkway Heights lifts up all of 

our teachers, students and parents as they return to school.



this & that

IN BETWEEN THE SERMONS
Bruce Case will be offering In 
Between the Sermons with Jere-
miah on Wednesday, Sept. 2, and 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, at 7 a.m. live 
on our Facebook page. This is a 
chance to dive a little deeper into 
the Book of Jeremiah as we wrap 
up our Jeremiah: the Heart of the 
Matter worship series.

Wesley Club 40th Anniversary
Parkway Heights’ Wesley Club was founded in 1980. To celebrate its 40th anniver-
sary this year, the InMission newsletter is sharing some pictures of Wesley Club 
throughout the years in each monthly issue. 

Members enjoyed fellowship together while 
eating during a meeting in 1983.

Wesley Club members took their first-ever selfie 
with help from Julie Collins in 2018.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
On August 23, we were excited to 
welcome Jennifer, Andrew, Elijah 
and Ezekiel Allen as the newest 
members of Parkway Heights. The 
Allen family is also the first to ever 
join Parkway Heights virtually! 
The Allens have already been very 
active in our church with every-
thing from leading the Front Porch 
Project to serving as a youth leader 
to organizing a kickball team!  
Welcome, Jennifer and Drew! 
We’re glad to have you with us!

Behold, Children Are a 
Gift from God...

Parkway Heights was very happy to 
baptize three babies in the month 
of August. Although the baptisms 
were held in private ceremonies, 
our church family welcomed the 
children into the body of Christ 

and took part in the covenant later 
during our online services.

Addison Chevelle Barling, daughter of Ashley 
Jordan and Travis Barling, was baptized on 
Sunday, Aug. 9. 

We also welcomed Camille Joy Migues into 
our church family with her baptism on August 
9. Millie is the daughter of Sarah and Jordan 
Migues.

On August 30, Michael Vines and Kendal Smith 
presented their son, Luca Aaron Vines, for 
baptism. Luca is the grandson of Patti and Ed 
Smith. 



this & that

PHUMC KICKBALL
Earlier this  

summer, several 
of our members 

formed a kickball 
team in the city’s 

recreational league.

YOUTH PARADES
Since our 7th graders did 
not get to experience the 
typical “kidnapping” into 
the youth group this  
summer, our older youth 
rode to each 7th grader’s 
home in a parade on  
August 23 to welcome 
them into the youth 
group.

Prayer Concerns
Bill Phillips

Sympathy to... 
• Wes Ingram and family on the 

death of his brother-in-law, 
Tony Lamb

• Richard Walsh and family on the 
death of his father, John “Bud” 
Walsh, Jr.

• Patti Garvin on the death of her 
mother, Marie Russum

• Phyllis Gill on the death of her 
sister-in-law, Margie Greenough

Praise... 
• for the birth of Cory Hayes 

Crutchfield, born to  
Mackenzie and Mason  
Crutchfield on August 5, 2020.

      PHUMC Finances 
 
July 2020 
Income .................................. $108,717 
Expenses ............................... $137,640 
Net ............................................ $(28,923) 
 

YTD Actual 
Income .................................. $869,119 
Expenses ............................... $928,634 
Net ............................................ $(59,515) 
 

YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income ....... $1,019,321 
Actual Income ................... $869,119 
Budget Deficit ................... $150,202

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS
We’ve been pleased to have  
several special guests join our  
Children’s Moments service on 
Sunday mornings. On August 9, 
David Allen and Pearl Cullop joined 
“Miss” Lesley and Joseph Ellison on 
stage to help tell the Bible story. 
Pictured above, the actors waited 
to go on camera.
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Sunday Worship Services

Children’s Moments:  
8:30 a.m. live on Facebook

 
Worship: 10 a.m. live on  

Facebook

The Open Door Community
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE: THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEPT. 7, FOR THE LABOR DAY HOLIDAY.

Our mission: “To connect, equip and 
send people for Christ”

NEW CHURCH INTERCOM
We have a new church intercom 
system! Currently, our office hours 
remain to be Mondays and Thurs-
days, 8 a.m.- 1 p.m. (However, we 
will be returning to more typical 
office hours soon.) In an effort to 
decrease the foot traffic in our 
building, the church doors are 
still staying locked. To enter the 
church on Mondays or Thursdays 
or speak to the church secretary, 
please use the intercom located to 
the left of the first set of doors (far 
left). Phone calls to the church are 
answered every weekday.


