
We certainly have a close 
companion with the people who 
wrote our sacred Scripture. They, 
too, were facing very uncertain 
times. No matter what book of 
the Bible you are reading, you’ll 
see that these five invitations are 
on almost every page.  

You’ll also see on every page in 
this month’s InMission a way to 
live into these five invitations. 
Slow down. Focus on the good 
around you and the good you 
can do. See what God is doing 
right here in our church. Find a 
way to support it.

In these trying times, nothing 
is insignificant. When times are 
tough, every opportunity you 
take to bring light into the world 
is a chance to bring significance 
to the moment. This is our calling. 
This is our invitation.

Peace,
Bruce

That famous first sentence above 
was written in 1859, during a very 
trying year in our nation’s history. 
It could have been written for 
our times. So many issues are 
blitzing us on so many levels, it’s 
difficult to know where to focus. 
I find myself hungry for words of 
wisdom. I also look for people in 
our community who are inspiring.

We have several people in 
our church who are medical 
professionals. I marvel at the 
kind of daily stress they are 
facing at work with overcrowded 
emergency rooms, hospital beds 
and ICUs. I know it can’t be easy. I 
pray for all of them very often.
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During these days, I’ve tried to 
narrow my own focus and energy 
on what’s most important. Here are 
the five invitations I hear God calling 
me to live into:

o BEHOLD
Find something beautiful each day, 
no matter how small or seemingly 
insignificant.

o BE JOYFUL
Find something funny, no 
matter how small or seemingly 
insignificant.

o BE GENEROUS
Find someone to help every 
single day, no matter how small or 
seemingly insignificant.

o BE GRATEFUL
Find gratitude. Give thanks to God 
every single day.

o BE GENTLE
with those at work and at home 
who are closest to you. Make sure 
they know every single day how 
much they mean to you.

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age 
of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season 

of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.
- Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities

Five Invitations
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FYI
Volunteer Spotlight: Bitsy and Marvin Miller

During the week at Parkway Heights, many members 
of our congregation are serving “behind the scenes,” 
and most others are not even aware of their hard work. 
Bitsy and Marvin Miller are those type of volunteers.

Bitsy and Marvin have been a part of our Sanctuary 
Choir since they first began attending Parkway Heights 
35 years ago. 

“Since music has always been an important part of our 
lives, it was only natural that we would enjoy singing 
in our church choir,” Bitsy said. “I grew up singing in 
the choirs at the Brandon Methodist Church and was 
a scholarship singer at Main Street Methodist Church 
when I attended USM back in the 1960s. Marvin is a 
former band director, and I taught music (elementary 
choral music and piano) a long time ago.”

These days, Bitsy and Marvin do a lot more than just 
sing in the choir. In addition to rehearsals on Wednes-
day nights and worship on Sunday mornings, the cou-
ple spends time volunteering for other choir duties. 

“Bitsy and Marvin are critical to the success of the choir,” 
Choir Director Dr. Greg Fuller said. “We simply would 
not function as smoothly without them. They are so 
appreciated.”

Bitsy comes to church each week to make copies of the 
hymns and order of worship for every choir member’s 
music folder. She took over this job after longtime choir 
volunteer Ginny Entrekin moved to Jackson to be closer 
to family. 

Since Ginny left, Bitsy and Marvin have worked contin-
ually to maintain order to our church’s music collection. 
In fact, Marvin has recently spent the past few months 

undertaking a 
huge project of 
reorganizing the 
music. Marvin en-
tered every single 
song into an 
EXCEL database. 
The database 
information cor-
responds to a par-
ticular shelf in the 
Choir Room using 
a grid system. 
This allows Bitsy 
and Marvin to quickly locate sheet music in the room 
based on the song’s composer, theme or title.

Marvin did the bulk of this work this summer, but he 
and Bitsy also have the ongoing task of “pulling” sheet 
music when Greg needs it and replacing it in the cor-
rect spot when finished. 

Throughout their many years at Parkway Heights, the 
Millers have been led by about eight different choir 
directors, and they consider Greg to be one of the most 
organized. They believe our choir music selection is one 
of the most extensive in this part of the state and that 
Greg and former choir directors have chosen quality 
music that can be repeated.

Bitsy added, “We love Parkway Heights, and everything 
we do is out of love for the church, its staff and mem-
bers. The choir is like a family, so the ‘work’ you do for 
family is not really work!”

Thank you, Millers! We are grateful for your time and 
efforts!

Inductive Bible Study Opportunities
Susan Eaton is offering two opportunities for an Inductive Bible Study for anyone interested.  
Currently, she leads a class on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in Room 306B. A Monday class will begin on 
September 13 at 10 a.m. in Room 306B. A Zoom option will also be available on Mondays. 

Inductive Bible study is a three-step process you can bring to any text in the Bible to help you understand, interpret and 
apply what you’re reading. In short, an inductive approach to the Scriptures is one way to allow the Word of God to shape 
your life. All you need is your Bible, a notebook or journal and a pen. If you’re interested, contact Susan at susaneaton@
parkwayheights.org. Everyone is welcome to participate!

Bitsy and Marvin Miller look over music in the 
Choir Room.



FYI
Join PHUMC on a Trip to 
the Holy Land
A Message from Discipleship Pastor 
Susan Eaton...

In March of 2022, a group from 
Parkway Heights will travel with 
Educational Opportunity Tours to the 
Holy Land. I’m so excited that I get 
to be a part of the trip this year. Ever 
since I went to Israel in February 2010, 
I’ve wanted to go back. Well, now 
is the time, and I couldn’t be more 
excited!

From the Sea of Galilee to the Garden 
of Gethsemane, the Old City of 
Jerusalem and the Dead Sea, every 
experience was one I’ll never forget. 
The land has a story of its own to tell 
and informs you on such a different 
level about what life was like when 
Jesus was there. Being in the Holy 
Land and seeing the places I’ve read 
about in Scripture my whole life was 
not only awe-inspiring, but it totally 
changed what I see in my mind’s eye 
when I read Scripture now. I can’t wait 
to discover new places and visit ones 
I’ve seen before. 

We’re still adding folks to the trip for 
March 24-April 2, 2022. I hope you’ll 
consider traveling with us. We’re 
going to have a great time and would 
love your company. Pamphlets are 
available in the Atrium at church, 
or you can contact Pam Breland at 
601.466.6619 for more information.

Bruce Case spoke to the group at the Pools of 
Bethesda during the church trip to Israel in 2019.

Divorce/Grief Recovery
The next session of Rebuilding When a Relationship Ends will begin Monday, 
Oct. 18, at 6:45 p.m. at Parkway Heights. This program ministers to individuals 
who are facing the end of a relationship due to separation, divorce or death. 
The workshop is held each Monday night for nine weeks. The cost is $30, and 
scholarships are available.  

Please help us spread the word to anyone you know who could benefit from 
this helpful class. Registration will begin soon. Free childcare is available if re-
quested with registration. Learn more at facebook.com/divorcegriefrecovery.

Open Door Community
11th Anniversary celebration

         T hursday, September 9
 
6 p.m. - Heavy Hors d’oeuvres

6:30 p.m. - Gathering with Full Band
b

b

2180 Oak Grove Road, Hattiesburg

Communication Skills 
for Co-Parenting

The next session of Communi-
cation Skills for Co-Parenting 
will begin Wednesday, Sept. 29, 
at 6 p.m. at Parkway Heights. 
This class is for parents who are 
divorced, who never married 
and live separately or who live 
together but do not always agree 
about parenting. Over six weeks, 
parents will develop skills to 
communicate and work togeth-
er. Topics include: raising strong 
children, psychological effects 
of divorce on children, decision 
making, communication, disci-
pline and more. Registration is 
open now at parkwayheights.
org/home/studies-groups. 
Childcare is provided if requested 
by September 22.

CALENDAR UPDATE: 
Our Church Picnic planned 

for Sunday, Sept. 12, has 
been rescheduled for  

Sunday, Oct. 17.

North of 70 Assistance
We understand many of our old-
er adults are choosing to remain 
at home due to the spread of the 
COVID-19 Delta variant. If you — or 
someone you know from our con-
gregation — find yourself in need of 
assistance with picking up groceries 
or prescriptions, etc., please call Julie 
Collins at 601.544.7873 or email her at 
juliecollins@parkwayheights.org.

Also, to volunteer with this ministry, 
please get in touch with Julie. Thanks!



OUTREACH

Members of Parkway Heights and the Open Door 
Community serve at the Fieldhouse for the Homeless 
on the third Sunday of each month. This ministry 
team needs your help! We are looking for:

• volunteers who can lead a brief devotion (15 min-
utes) at the Fieldhouse once every few months. 
Breakfast is served at 8 a.m., and the devotion 
starts at 8:30 a.m.

• volunteers who can drive the church van to trans-
port a few men from the Fieldhouse on Highway 
49 S. to the Open Door Community, 2180 Oak 
Grove Road, on Thursday evenings at 6:15 p.m. 
The drivers would also need to make the return 
trip from the Open Door to Fieldhouse after the 
service. 

If you feel led to serve in either of these ways, please 
contact Thu Sellers at thusellers@gmail.com. Thanks!

Gift Boxes for Rice & Beans Ministry
We are excited to begin a new outreach project to ben-
efit children in Costa Rica and Central America through 
Rice and Beans Ministry. We have committed to filling 50 
shoebox-type gift boxes for children ages 7-10 through 
the Go Live Love Gift Box project. 

Throughout the month of September, 
we will be collecting items for the  
boxes. If you can help, please bring 
new, small gift items to church by 
Sunday, Sept. 26. Our youth will then 
assemble the boxes.

Suggested items are:

• small soccer balls & pumps
• crayons/pencils
• dolls
• playing cards
• yo-yos
• toy cars/trucks

Please do not include: liquids; personal hygiene prod-
ucts, such as toothpaste, soap or makeup; food products; 
or toy guns or knives. Thank you for your support!

Can You Serve at Fieldhouse?

• Spanish New 
        Testament Bibles
• T-shirts
• hairbrushes/combs
• toothbrushes
• washcloths

Ways to Support Haiti
Rev. Tony Haines, ordained 
deacon in the Mississippi UMC 
Conference, is the founder 
of God’s Promise in Haiti. The 
community he serves was 
physically untouched by the 
recent earthquake, but emo-
tionally uneasy. To support his 
organization financially as they 
ship food and medical supplies 
to the affected areas, you can 
visit godspromiseinhaiti.org.

You can also make a financial 
donation through United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
at umcmission.org/ 
advance-project/982450.

Communion Offering for USM Wesley Foundation
The communion offering collected on Sunday, Sept. 5, will be given to the 
Southern Miss Wesley Foundation. The funds from this offering go directly to 
the operating budget of the Wesley Foundation for its ministry efforts on the 
campus of the University of Southern Mississippi. 

The Wesley Foundation provides a space on campus for 
college students to worship, fellowship and experience 
God’s grace. 

If you’d like to give to this offering, you can designate it on your check or place 
your gift in the specially marked offering plates outside our worship spaces. You 
can also give online at parkwayheights.org/give and select “communion offering” 
as the fund. Thank you!

WE APPRECIATE OUR BLOOD DONORS!
Thank you to everyone who donated blood during our Vitalant blood 

drive in the bloodmobile on August 1. You are saving lives!

Fieldhouse for the 
Homeless volunteers



SN@P Schedule
• Sept. 5 - No SN@P due to Labor 

Day holiday
• Sept. 12 - SN@P Worship Night
• Sept. 19 - SN@P Serving for Extra 

Table
• Sept. 26 - 7th & 8th Grade Night

AUGUST YOUTH EVENTS

YOUTH

On August 1, our 

seventh and eighth 

graders enjoyed a 

night of bowling 

together.

During the Parent and Youth 

Fall Kick-off on August 15, 

Daniel Mann had to touch 

his toes during a game of 

“Can He Do It?”

Confirmands, mentors and 

parents met for a confirmation 

orientation on August 22.

The seventh and eighth grade 
boys found the costume closet 

during their first D-Group  
meeting.

Our youth packed bags of 

rice and beans for Edwards 

Street Fellowship Center’s 

food pantry on August 22.
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High School Fall Retreat
9th-12th grades

Camp Wesley Pines
$100 + $10 for a T-shirt

Register online now: 
bit.ly/phfallretreat2021

DON’T FORGET...D-GROUPS 
MEET EVERY WEDNESDAY 
EVENING FROM 6-7 P.M.

Parent Resource
Wes would like to make all parents 
aware of a new resource for adult 
and teen conversations from Fuller 
Youth Institute. 40 Questions: Quick 
Conversation Starters to Connect with 
Teenagers is now available on the 
Parkway Heights Youth Ministry page 
on Facebook. Parents, check it out!



CHILDREN

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
We lifted our children and teachers up in prayer on Sunday, Aug. 8, as they 
are beginning another school year filled with uncertainty. Please continue 
to pray for our children and their families, our teachers and school staff 
members. In uncertain times, we can rest in the certainty of our loving God.

Back to School Blessings

Fisher Kern and Bella Bass took part in acolyte 
training on August 15.

Acolyte Training
We are excited to welcome six new 
children to our acolyting team this 
fall! The new acolytes are: Bella Bass, 
Morgan Bryan, Jack Burks, Mia Fergu-
son, Fisher Kern and Maggie Tisdale. 
We want to thank all of our acolytes 
for serving!

Acolytes serve each week of the 
school year during the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service by lighting and 
extinguishing the altar candles and 
carrying the light as we depart from 
worship. If your child is interested in 
serving, contact Lesley Ellison.

CHALKBOARD PRAYERS
Our children were invited to write 
their prayers for the school year on 
our chalk wall. Pictured above is 
Darcie Mann in front of the wall.

In-Person & At-Home 
Sunday School 
We understand that many of our fam-
ilies are choosing to stay home during 
these times of higher COVID-19 num-
bers — whether to stay safe or due 
to quarantine. Of course, we’d love 
to have you join us in person, but for 
those of you worshiping at home,  
Lesley would like to help! She is email-
ing a family guide for each week’s 
Sunday School lesson. We hope you’ll 
enjoy reading and talking about the 
story with your children on Sunday! 

Our children’s Sunday School classes 
use the Spark Story Bible. It is a won-
derful children’s Bible with beautiful 
illustrations and 150 Bible stories! 

If you would like to order the Spark 
Story Bible through the church for 
your family, please let Lesley know. 
She can place an order with Spark-
house and receive free shipping 
through Friday, Sept. 3.

THANK YOU from EE
BIG THANKS to everyone who  
donated items to the Early Encounters 
classrooms. Here are a couple thank 
you messages we received:

We are so grateful for all of the  
purchases from our teacher wish list. 
The center is thankful to everyone who 
has contributed. We deeply express our 
gratitude for all the love shown to our 
teachers and staff.

With Grateful Hearts,
The Teachers and Staff  
of Early Encounters

Dear Parkway Heights United  
Methodist Church,

Thank you for all the amazing  
donations for our class. Your support 
has meant the world to us.

Sincerely,
The Superhero Class



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 
 
Thank you for your generous support of 
the ministries of Edwards Street Fellow-
ship Center! Your kindness ensures  
nourishing food for those who are  
hungry, quality medical care for those 
who are sick and the welcoming love of 
Christ for all who enter our doors.   
 
Earlier this month, a young woman who 
visited our food pantry for the first time 
explained that she had been “making it” 
for quite a while — paying her bills,  
covering her essential needs. Thankfully, 
her full-time job provides health insur-
ance, so she was recently able to have 
a necessary surgery. However, hours off 
work for pre- and post-op visits, as well 
as the surgery and recovery, adversely 
affected her income flow. She would not 
have enough money to purchase grocer-
ies until the next payday. Swallowing her 
pride, she contacted us via our website, 
had all her questions and concerns  
addressed and then stopped by the 
pantry before work to pick up groceries. 
She was smiling and happy when she 
left with not only her groceries but also 
information on GED classes and technical 
training courses for her boyfriend.
 
God bless you for replacing fear and 
anxiety with love and hope for Pine Belt 
neighbors in need.
 
With gratitude for you,

Ann McCullen
Executive Director  
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

PH HAPPENINGS

We also provided breakfast for the 
teachers and staff of Hattiesburg 
High School on their first day of 
school.

Parkway Heights held a back-to-
school breakfast for the teachers 
and staff of Woodley Elementary 

School  on August 6.

We had a great turnout of new 
members and soon-to-be 

members at our New Heights 
gathering on August 15.

Several of our members volun-
teered in the Hattiesburg High 
School library on August 20. They 
are pictured with HHS staff.

On August 29, we were happy to 
have Andy, Michelle and Atticus 

Gilstrap join us as new members. 
Welcome, Gilstrap family! 

Dear Open Door Church, 
 
Thank you for all your prayers. Please keep 
praying for my recovery path of mental, 
physical and spiritual health and sobriety. 
Please also pray for my mother. She is a 
great mother but has a co-dependency, 
over-mothering problem with all her  
children. Please pray for my sisters,  
brother and cousin. Thanks for all y’all do.

Sincerely,
Name withheld for anonymity



Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Prayer Concerns
David Cullop, Walter Didlake, Bill 
Phillips and Larry Royals

Sympathy To... 
- David Miller and family, on the 
death of his father

- Jennifer James on the death of her 
sister-in-law, Elizabeth Yarbrough 
James

- Floy Ruffin on the death of her sister, 
Lelia Ruffin Wilson

- Joe Hubbard on the death of his 
grandfather, Robert Mosley

- Jonathan Kilgore on the death of his 
father, Tom Kilgore

- Charles Redmond on the death of 
his father, David Redmond

Like us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter Download our AppFind us on Instagram

PHUMC Finances 
July 2021 
Income .............................................. $118,760 
Expenses ......................................... $121,012 
Net .............................................................. $(2,252) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income .............................................. $847,021 
Expenses ......................................... $911,021 
Net .......................................................... $(64,000) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income ............... $933,917 
Actual Income ......................... $847,021 
Budget Deficit .............................. $86,896

Our Pastoral Staff
Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Word & Table Service

9:15 a.m.: Sunday School
10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in  

Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in 
Founders Hall & live on Facebook

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page


