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The Infinite Game: Fall Worship Series

on the Sermon on the Mount

Right in the middle of writing this article, I got a
notification of my test results from my annual physical.
I cut away from this work to see results from my blood
work. As my eyes poured over the results, I noticed
that I’m borderline high on my triglycerides, as well as
borderline high on my LDL (the bad cholesterol). Uh oh.
Crisis. What do I do now?
I searched for foods that would help me lower these
numbers. I was sad to see that hamburgers, French fries
and marbled steak were still not on the list.
Then another thought occurred to me. What’s most
important in my life? Mayonnaise and ice cream? Or is it
living long enough and well enough into the future to
enjoy grandkids? I realize that even when I think of my
physical health, the gods of hydrogenated oil will not
loosen their grip on me easily. I know what I need to do.
I’ve got the information. But will I build my life around
changes I know I need to make? Will my desire for health
and longevity win over the short-term satisfaction of
microwave popcorn and frozen dinners? We will see.
When Jesus preached His Sermon on the Mount in the
gospel of Matthew, people marveled. He didn’t preach
like the scribes (or the Methodists and Baptists). He
preached with authority, Matthew says. In the words of
Tom Long: “When Jesus preached, He created a crisis.”
Those poor, newly minted disciples didn’t know what
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hit them! Whenever we find
ourselves in a crisis, we are
simply at a crossroads. When
facing our test results for our
lives, we are pushed into the
most important questions:
What do we do now? How do
we live? And who shall we be?
Starting on September 9, we
Bruce Case
begin our preaching series
on Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.
Jesus touches on many critical subjects in this sermon:
anger, adultery, greed, retaliation, serving two masters.
As you’ll find out early in our series, Jesus invites His
hearers to trade in the finite game for the infinite one.
His preaching invites us not to mindlessly follow a set of
rules but to imagine a totally different way of living. He
describes us as “salt and light.” He’s not asking us to eat
more salt (probably bad for me) but to BE salt. He is not
asking us to jump over a higher bar. He’s daring us to
walk through a different door! Jesus holds before us an
incredible invitation into a way that makes life free and
good!
I hope you’ll join us. It won’t be easy. It might even lead
us into a crisis. But a crisis coming from the one who is
our teacher, redeemer and friend is a good thing. Kind of
like an e-mail from your doctor. So, what do we do now?

See you Sunday,
Bruce

Fall Studies Begin September 5
Our new fall Bible studies and small groups will begin Wednesday, Sept. 5, at 6 p.m., following the W@P meal, which begins
at 5:15 p.m. These groups are a wonderful way to enrich your faith and enjoy Christian fellowship. Even if you’ve never
attended Wednesdays @ Parkway, now is a great time to start! On page four of this newsletter, some of the groups being
offered are highlighted. More information and online registration can be found at parkwayheights.org.
Please remember to register for the Wednesday night meal each week by Monday at noon. The meal costs $7 for adults, $3
for children and $3 for pizza. The family maximum cost is $20. College students and kids under age three eat free!

fyi
September Women’s
Connection Event
On Tuesday, Sept. 25, the women of
Parkway Heights will gather once
again to connect. We’ll meet at the
home of Anita Johnson, 108 Greenwood Place, from 6:30 until 8 p.m.
Sara Miller will be our special guest
speaker. Sara will share with us her
thoughts on how we can best develop our own personal habit of
prayer. Whether you have struggled
with how to begin a prayer habit or
whether you are comfortable with
your prayer life, everyone is sure to
gain some new and helpful insight on
how we can best connect with God in
a meaningful and fruitful way. Finger
foods will be provided. Invite a friend!

Men’s Retreat Opportunity RightNow Media
The Louisiana chapter of Illuman is
holding its fall men’s retreat, Coming
Home to Yourself, September 2123. Five men from Parkway Heights
attended last year’s retreat, and as
co-sponsors, the Mississippi chapter
encourages men to join us this year
at the Feliciana Retreat Center as we
seek to honor our true selves. Please
contact Brian Ford, Wes Arrington or
David Sellers with questions. Since
this weekend is the fourth weekend
of the month, we will not hold Way of
Council on Sunday, Sept. 23.
Watch for more information on fall
activities, including a hike in Natchez,
and an introduction to the sacred
walk of a labyrinth.

Rescue 100 to Recruit and Support Foster Families
Mississippi currently has almost 6,000 children in foster care. There is
a critical need for hundreds and hundreds more foster families to care
for these kids and provide them with a safe, stable and loving home
environment.
Rescue 100 is a collaborative effort between the Mississippi Department
of Child Protection Services, the court system and churches representing
all denominations across the state of Mississippi. These organizations
work together to streamline the training and licensing process for foster
families. Rescue 100 is committed to recruiting, training and supporting
foster families who provide loving homes for children in the state foster
care system. Rescue 100 trains and equips foster families through online
training courses and a one-day training to expedite licensing their
homes, so they can care for children in need of a stable and loving home
environment.
Rescue 100 was begun in Gulfport in 2016 as a faith-based initiative led by
Pastor Tony Karnes of Michael Memorial Baptist Church in response to the
need for 100 new foster families in his community. The success of the first
Rescue 100 event then inspired leaders to expand the program statewide.
Pick up a flyer in the Atrium for more information about upcoming
orientation sessions in September. Parkway Heights will host a training
and recruitment seminar on October 20.

RightNow Media
is an online library
that works much like
Netflix, giving you
access to thousands
of Christian media
resources. Have you taken advantage
of your FREE account?
These resources are great for small
groups, Sunday School classes or for
personal study and reflection. Parents
of young children will also enjoy the
multitude of children’s videos that
are accessible through RightNow
Media. You can access your account
on your phone, computer, tablet,
Roku or other streaming device.
To log in, visit parkwayheights.org/
home/news. There are links for
returning or new users. A card is also
available in the Atrium that features
QR codes you can scan with your
phone. If you have any questions,
contact Susan Eaton at susaneaton@
parkwayheights.org.

UMW AUGUST GATHERING
The UMW Bevill/Vickery Circle strives
to be active participants in “the
Household of God.” For the August
meeting, the women gathered
around “the kitchen table” and
focused on the “Sacred Space of Rest
and Self Care.” They continue to unite
to draw attention to human trafficking
as 70% of all detected incidents
involve women and children.

fyi
Church Council Spotlight: Stephen McCay
Get to know your Church Council members better! In this
issue, we want to introduce you to Staff-Parish Relations
Chair Stephen McCay.
Although Stephen has been busy this year serving in his
role on Church Council, he and his wife, Megan, are even
busier at home with their new baby, Elizabeth, who was
born just six weeks ago.
When Stephen is not serving the church or in his role
as “dad,” he is the assistant director for operations at the
Southern Miss Student Union. He also volunteers on a
Boy Scouts district committee and as a faculty advisor
for Pi Kappa Phi fraternity. A new baby doesn’t allow for
much free time, but when he has it, Stephen enjoys outdoor activities and reality TV.
Stephen, who is originally from Gulfport, began attending Parkway Heights in 2005 while he was attending the
University of Southern Mississippi. He and Megan officially joined in 2013.
Throughout the years at Parkway Heights, Stephen
has been active in Sunday School and has served as a

communion server and Scripture reader during the 11 a.m.
worship. The music is one of his
favorite parts of the traditional
service.
“I enjoy when we sing a capella
during worship in the Sanctuary,”
he said. “There is just something
about the environment that is
created, and I can feel the Spirit
moving through the space.”

Stephen and Megan McCay
with new baby , Elizabeth

Stephen has been praised for doing a terrific job as
staff-parish relations chair this year. In his role as chair, he
is working to provide continuity of documents/resources
for future chairs and developing an evaluation system
that will be used for non-ordained staff.
He hopes our church continues “to go and make disciples
of those we come in contact with, locally and abroad.”
Thank you, Stephen, for your heart for Jesus and Parkway
Heights!

September Wesley Club
Wesley Club will meet on Thursday, Sept. 20, with Rev. Bruce Case as the guest speaker. The UMW Bevill/Vickery
Circle will prepare the meal. Wesley Club meets on the third Thursday of each month from 11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m.
in Founders Hall. Anyone over the age of 55 is welcome! If you have never been contacted by a Wesley Club caller
and are interested in attending, please call the Church Office at 601.544.7873 to make a reservation. Lunch is $7
per person. To learn more about Wesley Club, please contact President Diane Dobson or staff member Julie Collins.
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Thank You, Blood Donors!
Thank you to everyone who donated
blood during our United Blood
Services blood drive on August 5.
Our drive was a big success thanks to
you, and we met our goal! Way to go,
Parkway Heights!

Church Picnic Returns September 23!
You asked for it, and you got it! After a break for a few years, our fall churchwide
picnic will return Sunday, Sept. 23, at Kamper Park. This will be a great day for us
to fellowship together outside our church walls!
On that afternoon, anyone who is interested in visiting the Hattiesburg Zoo can
meet at 3 p.m. at the zoo entrance. The cost will be $5 per person. At 4 p.m., we
will gather for some fun and games at the large pavilion in the park. We will have
a potluck dinner at 5 p.m., so please plan to bring a side dish or dessert. Some
seating will be provided on ground level for our senior adults, but others may
want to bring their own chairs.
Mark your calendars now and plan to join us!

fyi
remember: only ONE worship service on sunday,
sept. 2, at 10 a.m., in the sanctuary!

Holy Land Trip - Time to Register!
By now, you have most likely heard that Parkway Heights is taking a group
trip to the Holy Land in March 2019. This ten-day pilgrimage will be the trip
of a lifetime as the group will travel from one end of Israel to the other.
If you have been considering this trip, now is the
time to make a decision and register! You are not
too late - yet! Registration brochures are available
in the Atrium. You may choose to pay for the trip
in installments; however, a deposit is REQUIRED
by September 10. The entire trip fee must be paid
in December. Even if you wait until December to
pay most of the cost, a head count for participants
is needed now. Please contact Pam Breland at
a picture of Israel from
psb3788@aol.com if you plan to take part in this trip. Parkway Heights’ trip in 2000

Stephen Ministry: Christ Caring for
People Through People
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ. - Galatians 6:2
Our newest training class for Stephen Ministers began
on August 5. Participants include Barbara Allen, Kyle
Birdwell, Martha Cherry, Dixie Evans, Diane Fisher, Victoria
King, Tammy Matlock and Linda Vasquez. Stephen Ministry Leaders are Julie Collins, Carolyn Karlovich, Bruce Case
and David Sellers. Please keep this class in your prayers as
they prepare to serve in this meaningful and significant
ministry.
Stephen Ministers are laypeople – Christian men and
women – trained to provide one-to-one care to people
experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce,
job loss, chronic or terminal illness, relocation or separation due to military deployment. For questions or
more information about Stephen Ministry, please email
stephenministry@parkwayheights.org.

College Ministry Lunch
on September 16
All college students are invited and
encouraged to attend a special
lunch just for you on Sunday, Sept.
16. The lunch, provided by Qdoba of
Hattiesburg, will begin immediately
following the 11 a.m. worship service
and be held in the Youth Chapel (first
floor). Undergraduate and graduate
students are invited to attend. Feel
free to bring a friend too!
If anyone would like to help serve
and show hospitality to our college
students at this event, please sign up
in Sunday’s bulletin or contact Susan
Eaton at susaneaton@parkwayheights.
org. Thank you!

Wednesday @ Parkway Classes &
Other Small Groups
Have you decided yet which
Wednesday @ Parkway class or
group you’d like to join? New
classes and groups begin on
Wednesday, Sept. 5, at 6 p.m.
There’s a spot for everyone!
New W@P groups this fall include:
• Encounter the Spirit, led by Susan Eaton
• Jesus in America, led by Bruce Case
• Mac-N-Cheese Ministries, led by Dixie Evans &
Melanie Story
• Navigating the Minefield of Co-Parenting Beyond
Divorce, led by Cindy Re
Returning groups are:
• Creative HeARTS, led by Laurie Stetelman and Thu
Sellers
• Sanctuary Choir, led by Dr. Greg Fuller
• Yoga class, led by Karen McCall
To learn about these and other groups or to register, visit
parkwayheights.org or stop by the display in the Atrium.

fyi
Divorce/Grief Recovery

Never Miss Our Facebook News

The next session of Rebuilding When a
Relationship Ends will begin Monday,
Sept. 17, at 6:45 p.m., at The Open
Door Community, located at 2180 Oak
Grove Road. This program ministers to
individuals who are facing the end of
a relationship due to separation,
divorce or death. The workshop is
held each Monday night for nine
weeks. The cost is $30, and scholarships are available.

Want to make sure you don’t miss any of our Facebook posts? We post every day,
and we want you to stay up-to-date on what’s happening at Parkway Heights!
Did you know you can prioritize our Facebook page, so you don’t miss anything?

Please help us spread the word to
anyone you know who could benefit
from this helpful class.

If you have any questions, feel free to email brookebryan@parkwayheights.org.

Call 601.544.7873
to register. Free
childcare is available if requested
with registration.
You can learn more at facebook.com/
divorcegriefrecovery.

From your computer, visit our Facebook page and click on the middle box that
says “Following.” Then select “See First” under “News Feed.”
If you’re using Facebook on a mobile device, click on the lines in the bottom
right. Go to “Settings & Privacy” then “Settings.” Scroll to “News Feed Preferences”
and select “Prioritize who to see first.” You can choose up to 30 pages and people
to see first when you sign in to Facebook.

Don’t Forget: Zumba Classes Offered
Parkway Heights Arts Academy offers Zumba classes every week at
the church! Jennifer Creason, certified instructor, leads Zumba on
Mondays and Thursdays at 5:15 p.m. in the Loft (Room 205) on the
second floor. The cost is $5 per person, and your first class is free!
Grab a friend and check it out!

Chonda Pierce Fundraiser for Wesley Manor

OPEN DOOR
8th
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Celebration Gathering
with full Open Door Band
Heavy hors d’oeuvres at 6 P.M.
Thursday, Sept. 13
6:30 p.m.
Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road,
Hattiesburg
Everyone’s invited!

Ladies, grab your friends and get ready to laugh for a good
cause! Comedian Chonda Pierce, with guest Karyn Williams,
is bringing her tour to Hattiesburg. She will perform Saturday, Oct. 20, at the James Lynn Cartlidge Forrest County
Multi-Purpose Center at 2 p.m. Tickets begin at $25 and are
on sale now through Ticketmaster. This event is a fundraiser
for Wesley Manor Retirement Community.
Pierce, or “the country comic” as Billboard Magazine dubbed her, has been making audiences laugh for more than two decades with her winning combination
of fierce wit and southern charm. Don’t wait! Get your tickets now!

September’s Communion Offering
The communion offering collected on Sunday, Sept. 2, will help our church provide care for God’s creation. Funds will be used for irrigation and other measures
to help save the failing oak tree located outside the Early Encounters entrance.
Donations will also go toward more recycling efforts and other ways to improve
our environmental stewardship.

youth
Breakthru Retreat 2019
January 18-21 at Timber Creek Camp
for grades 7-12 / Cost: $150
Registration will begin in October
Breakthru Retreat is an awesome retreat that has been around for 40 years! The long weekend retreat will be full of great recreation, worship and teaching. The retreat takes place at
Timber Creek Camp near Pulaski, MS; however, in order for us to be a part of Breakthru, we
will stay in the hotel at Roosevelt State Park (10-15 minute drive from Timber Creek Camp).
Space is limited, so be sure to register as soon as registration opens in October!
For more information, visit http://bit.ly/BT2019.

Youth Ministry Calendar

YOUTH HAPPENINGS

September Dates

- Sept. 2 - No Confirmation
Class (one worship service)
- Sept. 2 - NO SN@P - Enjoy
your Labor Day weekend
- Sept. 5 - D-Groups start
- Sept. 9 - Regular SN@P at
Parkway Heights
- Sept. 16 - Regular SN@P at
Parkway Heights
- Sept. 16 - Cultivate Cohort
session
- Sept. 23 - Church Picnic at
Kamper Park...worship and
devotion in the park
- Sept. 30 - Regular SN@P at
Parkway Heights

Clinton Wheeler and Amanda McElyea
closed out their internships with our
youth by teaching on Romans 12:1-2
at SN@P on August 12.

We welcome Josh
Ingram (no relation
to Wes) as our new
Youth Ministry intern.
Josh is a 2017 PCS
graduate and is currently a sophomore at
Southern Miss.

Important Confirmation Dates

- Oct. 6-7 - Confirmation
Overnight Retreat
- Oct. 21 - Confirmation Day
Retreat
- Oct. 24 - Confirmation
Supper
- Oct. 28 - Confirmation
Sunday

Did you know we
have a Little Free
Library in our Youth
Ministry area? Got a
good youth devotional book? Bring it
for the library!

We had a great turnout for the SN@P
Parent Potluck meal on August 19.

children
Children’s Ministry in Action
BLESSING OF THE
BACKPACKS
On Sunday, Aug. 5, in
both worship services,
we celebrated the start
of a new school year
with a special “Blessing
of the Backpacks.”

PROMOTION SUNDAY
Our children ushered in
the start of a new Sunday
School year on Sunday,
Aug. 12.

PRESCHOOL
SPLASH DAY
Toddlers and
preschoolers had
some fun in the
sun at our annual
Preschool Splash
Day.

LOFT PAINTING & PIZZA
Our fifth and sixth graders painted
bowls for the Empty Bowls project
to raise money for Edwards Street.

Wednesday Nights @ Parkway for Kids
Children’s Choir
Children’s Choir will start along with our W@P offerings on
September 5, from 5:45 until 6:15 p.m. Kindergartners through
sixth graders are invited to rehearse music for a special Christmas performance during Advent. Eat early and meet “Miss”
Lesley in Founders Hall; we’ll meet for choir in Room 211.

Return to Narnia
Following Choir, our children will “Return to Narnia” to experience a reading of C.S. Lewis’ Prince Caspian. Return to Narnia
will take place in Room 216 and include activities and crafts.

Creative HeARTS
Laurie Stetelman and Thu Sellers will once again be leading our
fourth grade girls (and older) in intergenerational ministry projects including: sewing, jewelry making and ceramics. This class
will meet at 6 p.m. in Room 217.

Parents’ Night Out
Parents’ Night Out will return from
its summer hiatus on Friday, Sept. 7,
from 6 until 9:30 p.m. Enjoy some time
reconnecting with your spouse and/
or other adults! Please register your
children on myParkwayHeights by
noon on Wednesday, Sept. 5.

If your child (3rd-6th grade) is
interested in serving as an
acolyte in the 11 a.m. service,
contact Lesley Ellison.

in case you missed it

ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING

WOODLEY SCHOOL SUPPLY &
UNIFORM DRIVE

On August 11, teachers and leaders
of Parkway Heights participated in
an active shooter training, led by
Hattiesburg Police Department.

THANK YOU to everyone who
donated school supplies and
school uniforms for the students at
Woodley Elementary School!

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BREAKFAST

We once again hosted a back-toschool breakfast for the teachers
and staff of Woodley Elementary
before the first day of class.

WELCOME TEAM

In August, our members and guests
enjoyed a special welcome from
greeters, including the Rhian family.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

We had a terrific turnout for our first
Women’s Connection Event about
bullet journaling. Thanks to Diane Fisher
for hosting and Megan Fisher (no
relation) for leading!

CREATIVITY DISPLAY

On August 26, we were blessed to
display examples of our congregations’ creativity during worship.

SENIOR ADULT VBS

Over 100 older adults enjoyed the fourth annual Senior Adult Vacation Bible School held at Parkway Heights in August. Attendees came from all
over the community, and some even came from Meridian! Big thanks to
Rev. Joey Shelton for serving as guest speaker and to the VBS committee!

in case you missed it

Sid Collins helped William Miller at the
dunking booth.
Charlie and Elizabeth Sims posed at the photo booth.

The watermelon eating contest was messy fun!

County Fair Fun
Our first-ever Parkway Heights County Fair was a big hit! We had a terrific turnout, and everyone enjoyed yummy cotton
candy, a “petting zoo” with dogs from Southern Pines Animal Shelter, a watermelon eating contest and especially dunking
our pastors in the dunking booth. Thanks to everyone who helped this event succeed!

Prayer Concerns
•
•
•
•
•

Ryan Daniels
Debi Davenport
Morris McCall
Landa Ryan
Emily Shepard

Sympathy To...
•
•
•
•

Larry Royals on the death of
his mother
the family of Dr. John Guice
the family of Lee Delle Wilson
Pam Peterman on the death
of her mother

PHUMC Finances
July 2018

Income ............................................... $131,943
Expenses .......................................... $107,002
Net ............................................................... $24,941

YTD Actual

Income ............................................... $873,846
Expenses .......................................... $833,027
Net ............................................................... $40,819

YTD Comparison

Budgeted Income .......... $1,006,727
Actual Income ......................... $873,846
Budget Deficit .......................... $132,881

Praise...

Like us on Facebook

•

Follow us on Twitter

for the birth of Warren Alton
Hood, IV, born to Sarah Catherine and Wren Hood on
August 17, 2018

Find us on Instagram
Download our App

Mail Room
Thank you, church family, for your
prayers, the flowers, food, cards and
love shown to us after the passing
of Mom/Nana in May. Your love and
support has meant so much to us,
and we appreciate all you did to help
us celebrate her life.
With love,
The Family of Joan Lowery
Karen, Brian, Will, Casey and Jackson
Parkway Heights,
Thank you for sponsoring an overnight stay for Boy Scout Troop 1630 as
they traveled home from Camp Buck
Toms this past July. Your generosity
helps the Scouts be thrifty and is very
much appreciated.
Sincerely,
Troop 1630 - Rosenberg, TX

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, Sept. 2 - ONE
worship service at 10 a.m.

•

Monday, Sept. 3 - Church
Office closed for Labor Day

•

•

Wednesday, Sept. 5 Wednesdays @ Parkway
begin
Thursday, Sept. 13 - Open
Door Community 8th
Anniversary

•

Thursday, Sept. 20 - Wesley
Club

•

Sunday, Sept. 23 - Church
Picnic at Kamper Park

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor
David Sellers, Pastor,
The Open Door Community
Julie Collins, Executive Pastor
Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor
Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor
Lesley Ellison, Director of Children &
Family Ministries
Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Wednesdays @ Parkway
Family Meal: 5:15 p.m.
Classes/Groups: 6 p.m.
The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Special thanks to our InMission proofreader Nova Corley

Our mission: To connect, equip and send people for Christ

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
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