
Occasionally, 
needs arise in 
other churches 
that we can help 
to meet. It’s our 
missional and 
connectional 
responsibility. 
We were 
approached 
by the district superintendent about 
a pastoral need at Court Street UMC. 
After a discussion with David Sellers, 
the SPRC and myself, Rev. Shelton 
requested that David consider filling 
the pulpit at Court Street a couple 
Sundays each month. It does not 
affect his appointment status at 
Parkway Heights or at the Open Door 
Community. We felt like we could 
use one of our great gifts, effective 
pastors, to help another congregation 
in a time of need. I am thankful for 
the SPRC’s and David’s willingness 
to meet this need. I think it speaks 
volumes to our understanding of our 
connected nature. 

It seems easier to be an island, but it 
isn’t better. I learned that early in my 
Methodist life. It helps little churches 
do ministry that was otherwise 
unattainable, and it helps bigger 
churches remember what they should 
do with their blessings. The Church 
functions best when she cooperates 
with those around her. I hope you’ll 
celebrate that with me. See you at 
Charge Conference on October 2 and 
the Cluster Charge Conference on 
October 16. 

- Keith

I grew up worshipping in a smaller 
church. It didn’t feel small to me 
then, but as I ventured out, I realized 
there are much bigger worshipping 
communities. I never felt like I missed 
out on anything, though. The church 
had everything that a young person 
could need. It had vibrant children 
and youth ministries. The worship 
services were great, and the music 

program was top-notch. Finally, we 
consistently joined other smaller 
churches for Joy Sub-District.

If you don’t know what that is, don’t 
fret. It was a cluster gathering of 
churches. During those wonderful 
times, I realized that my little 
Methodist church wasn’t the only 
Methodist church. There were lots 
of them that were close. We’d get 
together and have a great time. It 
often became the highlight of the 
quarter.

Those events showed me one of 
the greater points of Methodism. 
We are not an island. We are a 
connectional church. We function 
best when we connect with other 
congregations. That’s a foundational 
Methodist mentality and an essential 
Parkway Heights mentality. How can 
we connect and partner with our 

Keith Keeton

Methodist brothers and sisters in 
surrounding congregations? One way 
to connect with others in our district 
is by participating in the upcoming 
Cluster Charge Conference event, 
which will be hosted by our new 
district superintendent, Rev. Connie 
Shelton. Before the Cluster Charge 
Conference, our Church Council 
will vote during our own Charge 

Conference on October 2 to approve 
all of the required paperwork a few 
weeks in advance.

Everyone is invited and encouraged to 
attend the Cluster Charge Conference 
on Sunday, Oct. 16, at Main Street 
UMC at 4 p.m. The participating 
churches are Batson, Main Street, 
Asbury: Petal, Glendale, Grandview, 
Bentley Chapel, St. Paul, St. John, Court 
Street, Petal First and Cedar Grove.

Our district superintendent asks each 
church to send at least 10 percent 
of their membership. That’s a good 
number of people for us, so please 
plan to attend if you are available that 
Sunday afternoon.

The second way is by sharing our 
resources with other congregations 
in need. As you are aware, we are 
blessed with a tremendous staff here. 

A Message from Keith
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Charge Conference is October 2, and

Cluster Charge Conference is October 16.



FYI

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES
• Gluten-free wafers are available during communion. If you’d like 

to receive a gluten-free wafer, please indicate it to your server.

• On the first Sunday of each month, please be sure to make yourself 
a name tag, so your communion server can serve you by name.

• Our Cry Room, which is located to the left of the Sanctuary, is open 
during the 10:45 a.m. worship service for anyone who needs it. The 
traditional service is shown via livestream on a TV in the room. 

• Hearing assistance devices are available in both worship services. 
Please ask a worship host if you’d like to utilize one.

Curious about Stephen Ministry? Come Learn More!
Stephen Ministry Information Session*

Sunday, October 9   |   9:40-10:30 a.m.   |   Room 303 A/B

Is God calling you to become a Stephen Minister? Every day you see people who 
are hurting: those who have lost a job, have lost a loved one, have gone through 
a divorce or are battling a chronic or terminal illness. Stephen Ministers are God’s 
representatives who bring His love and distinctively Christian care to those who 
are hurting. God will make a difference in their lives through you! 

*Attending this information session is not a commitment to serve as a Stephen Minister. It 
is an opportunity for you to learn more about Stephen Ministry and the next training class. 
Contact Julie Collins at juliecollins@parkwayheights.org or 601.544.7873 with questions.

PHUMC Provides Bible 
Study for USM Wesley
Each Wednesday morning at 11 a.m., 
more than 10 college students gath-
er at the USM Wesley Foundation 
during their lunch break to engage 
in a new Bible study opportunity led 
by Rev. Susan Eaton. Many of the 
students come straight from class, 
and most are heading to a class after 
lunch. Yet, they gather together for 
approximately an hour and a half 
to study the Word of God using the 
inductive Bible study method. 

For those who have never heard of 
the inductive method of studying 
the Bible, there are three basic steps: 
observation, interpretation and appli-
cation. These basic steps help you 
slow down, learn to ask good ques-
tions of the text and seek answers 
and apply what you read to your 
own life. 

If you would be interested in taking 
part in this type of Bible study, a class 
is offered at church each Sunday 
morning at 9:40 a.m. in Room 306-B. 
All are welcome to attend! 

Please pray for the students at the 
USM Wesley Foundation as they 
grow and mature in faith and life.

Susan Eaton gathered with USM Wesley  
Foundation students for their weekly Bible study 
on September 14.

Red Beans & Rice 
Fundraiser for Scouts
Scout Troop 93 will be selling 

quarts of red beans and rice for 
$15 each on Sunday, Oct. 30. The 
Scouts will be in the Atrium after 

the 8:30 a.m. service through 
the end of the 10:45 a.m. service. 

Tickets will not be sold ahead 
of time. We hope you will help 
support this fundraiser for the 

Scouts. Thank you!

UMC Connectional Webinar
The Mississippi United Methodist Con-
ference delegation recently hosted a 
webinar entitled, “Important Connec-
tion Conversations in the Mississippi 
Annual Conference.” If you missed 
the live webinar, you can watch the 
recording online at mississippi-umc.
org/delegationhub. Your delegation 
is committed to being well informed 
and well prepared to vote in 2024 on 
the wide variety of issues which will 
affect the future of our denomination.



FYI
Rebuilding When Your Relationship Ends
The next session of the Rebuilding When Your  
Relationship Ends workshop will begin Monday, 
Oct. 10, at 6:45 p.m. at Parkway Heights. This pro-
gram ministers to individuals who are facing the end 
of a relationship due to separation, divorce or death 
of a spouse. The workshop is held each Monday 
night (except October 31) for nine weeks. The cost is 
$30, and scholarships are available.  

Please help us spread the word to anyone in our community who could benefit 
from this helpful class. Registration is taking place now at parkwayheights.org/ 
studies-groups.

Shred & Med Day
For your convenience, the Mississippi 
Attorney General’s office will be hold-
ing a Shred & Med Disposal Day on 
Friday, Oct. 7, from 8 a.m. until noon, 
at Winn Dixie, located at 4400 Hardy 
Street in Hattiesburg. Everyone may 
bring sensitive documents (residen-
tial only, no commercial paperwork) 
to be shredded for free. You may also 
bring your unused/expired medica-
tions for proper disposal. No liquids 
or needles may be disposed. 

OLDER ADULTS

A Matter of Balance Class
Twenty of our older adults are participating in A Matter of Balance workshop, 
led by Paige Zachary with South Mississippi Planning and Development District. 
Over the course of the eight-week class, the participants are learning how to 
keep themselves safe and healthy as they age. 

Day Trip to Touch of Glass 
Mosaic Studio
Join the fun at Touch of Glass Mosaic 
Studio in Crystal Springs on Thursday, 
Nov. 10. All senior adults are invited 
on a day trip to create Christmas 
ornaments and eat lunch downtown. 
The cost for the day is $25, which 
includes an ornament and lunch. 
Watch for the sign-up opportunity in 
Sunday’s bulletin or call Julie Collins 
at 601.544.7873 for information. The 
deadline to register is November 7. 

w  SAVE THE DATE   w
THE LUNCH & FUN CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR OLDER ADULTS WILL BE WEDNESDAY, DEC. 14, 10:30 A.M.-NOON, IN FOUNDERS HALL. 

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON!

WOMEN’S MINISTRY EVENT
The Live. Love. Serve. Women’s Ministry event on 
September 7 raised over $2,700 for the missions 
sponsored by United Women in Faith. Eighty-five 

women were present to listen to UWF mission 
speakers and enjoy a great meal, along with special 

entertainment. Thanks to everyone who helped!



Rice & Beans Ministries is dedicated 
to providing hope and joy to the 
children of Costa Rica, Brazil and the 
United States. With your help, the Go 
Live Love gifts campaign will provide 
children in need with a backpack 
filled with small toys, creative items 
such as crayons and coloring books 
and personal care essentials. Are you 
interested in spreading hope and love 
to children in these areas?

Parkway Heights has 75 Go Live Love 
bags to fill. To participate, sign one 
out at the Atrium display. You can 
choose from four categories: younger 
boys (blue tag), older boys (green 
tag), younger girls (pink tag) or older 
girls (purple tag). Instructions and gift 
suggestions are provided in each bag. 
Simply fill the bag(s) with new items, 

Go Live Love Bags for Rice & Beans Ministries

World Communion Sunday Offering for UMCOR
Churches around the world will be celebrating World Communion Sunday on 
October 2 with communion and a special offering.

Our communion offering will support United Methodist Committee on Relief. 
UMCOR provides relief in the long-term aftermath of disasters, such as Hurricane 
Fiona and Hurricane Ian. One-hundred percent of donations go to provide 
assistance, with no administrative fees taken. 

To contribute to this offering, designate it on your check or place it in the spe-
cially marked offering plates in the Atrium. You can also give through our web-
site at parkwayheights.org/give and select “communion offering” as the fund. 
Thank you for your generosity!

OUTREACH

complete the 
included inventory 
sheet and return 
your filled bag(s) 
to church by Sun-
day, Oct. 23.

Rice & Beans is a mission based 
in Petal and founded by Parkway 
Heights’ member Fred Curry. Through 
this ministry of food and prayer, the 
staff and volunteers are able to meet 
immediate needs and provide an 
encouraging word and prayer, while 
building relationships with families. 
Through personal visits, they find fam-
ilies hungry for more than just food 
and begin to show them how to have 
a personal relationship with Jesus and 
much more. Additional information 
can be found online at rabmin.org.

Trunk or Treat Time!
Trunk or Treat is fast approach-
ing — Sunday, Oct. 30, from 
4:30 p.m. until 6 p.m. This is the 
highlight of the year of our part-
nership with Woodley Elementa-
ry School. Hundreds of kids and 
“not so kids” enjoy this celebra-
tion each year, and we need 
your help to pull it off! We need 
lots of trunks! So decorate those 
Chevys and Hondas and Fords 
and bring them to our parking 
lot for the kids to enjoy. We will 
have food, a cake walk, games, 
lots of candy and lots of FUN!

How can you help? 
• provide a decorated trunk, 

tailgate or a freestanding 
game

• donate candy for the trunks 
or desserts for the cake walk

• help with setup or cleanup
• assist with the games and 

activities 
• serve hot dogs, drinks or 

popcorn 

Be on the lookout in Sunday’s 
bulletin for the opportunity to 
serve.

Mud Run for Habitat for Humanity
The third annual Monster Mash Mud Run to benefit Hab-
itat for Humanity of the Pine Belt will be held Saturday, 
Oct. 29, on the south side of the Evelyn Gandy Parkway, 
behind Cow & Coop’s, 29 Rivers Drive in Hattiesburg. To 
find information about this year’s registration fees for 
the 5K or 10K runs, visit raceroster.com and search for 
the “Monster Mash Mud Run.”  The early bird deadline is 
Monday, Oct. 3.

EMPTY BOWLS FOR EDWARDS STREET
Saturday, Oct. 22 ~ 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

around Main Street Books and GrateFull Soul
$25 for a handcrafted bowl and lunch 

Tickets will be on sale on the morning of Sunday, 
Oct. 2, in the Atrium. All proceeds benefit the food 

pantry at Edwards Street Fellowship Center.



YOUTH

Cultivate 2022-2023 Begins!
By definition, “cultivate” means to foster the growth of something. Our Cultivate cohort 
is part of the extended confirmation journey that focuses on what it means to be a 
Kingdom-minded person, who is on a journey with God. This group requires a com-
mitment to attend monthly sessions and engage in reading, journaling and discus-
sion centered around how to better engage with God and Scripture as we seek to be 
Kingdom-builders with our lives. This year, our monthly study will be centered around 
Eugene Peterson’s “Eat This Book: a Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading,” as we learn what it means to truly digest 
Scripture as it was intended to be. The group’s first meeting took place on Sunday, Sept. 25, and the group will continue to 
meet through May 2023.  

Youth Fall Retreat
A few weeks ago, 20 of our 
middle school and high school 
students, along with six adult 
volunteers, traveled to Timber 
Creek Camp in Pulaski for our 
annual Fall Retreat. The theme 
for the weekend was “Catching 
Fire,“ where students spent time 
focusing on what it means to be 
a Pentecost People and how to 
further experience God’s Spirit 
of Fire in their day-to-day lives. 
From playing paintball to par-
ticipating in team-building ac-
tivities, to walking through an 
interactive prayer station expe-
rience, our youth were able to 
take a step back from the rush 
of their schedules and spend 
time drawing closer to God and 
one another, as we continued 
to learn more of who God is 
and who we are as His people.

SN@P Game Day with Main Street UMC
On Sunday, Sept. 11, our youth teamed up with Main Street United Meth-
odist Church’s youth group for Game Day at Tatum Park! From 9-Square to 
Frisbee to football and kickball, our students were able to enjoy a beautiful 
day having some old-fashioned fun with our friends at Main Street. Here’s to 
having more fun together in the future!

LOOKING AHEAD
• Sunday, Oct. 23 - cOnfirmatiOn 

day retreat at PHumc

• Sunday, Oct. 30 - Sn@P 
HallOween Party after trunk 
Or treat, 5:30-7:30 P.m. in 
yOutH cHaPel

Sunday Nights @ Parkway 
Our youth began their worship time 
with music at SN@P on September 4.

These young ladies were suited 

up and ready for paintball!

Youth Fall Retreat 2022



Children’s Choir Update
Good news! Children’s Choir is back! 
Kindergartners-6th graders are meet-
ing on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and are 
looking forward to singing in church 
on October 30 and December 4. 

Special thanks to Carol Pittman and 
Anita Johnson for leading this group! 
If your children are interested in par-
ticipating in Children’s Choir, they are 
not too late! For info, email Lesley at 
lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org.

CHILDREN

Preschool Ministry 
Update

Preschoolers and their families 
enjoyed a beautiful morning at 
J’s Place Playground at Optimist 

Park on September 17! 

Families with preschoolers are 
looking forward to hosting 
a trunk together at Parkway 

Heights’ Trunk or Treat event on 
October 30. If you would like 

to help host this trunk and take 
turns passing out candy, please 

contact Kristin McNair at  
kk.walck@gmail.com.

Deadline for Christmas 
Art: October 2
Calling 
all young 
artists! Our 
Children’s 
Ministry 
plans to 
sell Christmas cards this year, which 
will feature artwork by our Parkway 
Heights children. This card sale will 
be a fundraiser to help purchase new 
furniture for the Loft on the second 
floor. 

Parents, please encourage your 
children to create a Christmas 
drawing or painting and turn it in to 
Lesley Ellison or the Church Office by 
Sunday, Oct. 2. 

Some suggested scenes for 
illustration are: Joseph and Mary 
traveling to Bethlehem, baby Jesus in 
a manger, the angels appearing to the 
shepherds, the Magi visiting from the 
East or any other idea your child may 
have. 

Questions? Contact Lesley Ellison at 
lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org.

Hannah and Noah Doleac blew bubbles 
at Noah’s first Preschool Family Play Day.

New Acolytes
Rylan Lewis 
and Darcie 
Mann served 
as acolytes for 
the first time 
on September 
25.

Loft News
Our Loft kids enjoyed swimming 
together at the Hattiesburg Racquet 
Club on September 18 for an end-of-
the-summer party! Thank you to the 
Yowells for helping to organize the 
gathering!

Loft kids will gather again at the 
church on Sunday, Oct. 16, 5:30-7 
p.m., to assemble simple Halloween 
crafts to give away at Trunk or Treat.

pictured above L-R: Kate 
Rivers Keeton, Anna Craig 
Roberts, Madeline Werle and 
Lucy James Miller 

pictured above L-R: Maggie Tisdale, 
Mia Ferguson, Caroline Yates and 
Zhyia Harrington
 

pictured at left: Thomas Norton 
and Alex Yowell

SAVE THE DATE: 
PRESCHOOL FAMILY PLAY DAY

HATTIESBURG ZOO
SATURDAY, NOV. 5  /  10 A.M.



  IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
THANK YOU to all our host homes who 
have held welcome gatherings, such as 
this one at the home of Benson & Karol St. 
Louis, for Keith Keeton and his family over 
the past couple months.

Courtside Conversations, 
a weekly small group 
that combines tennis 
with Bible study and is 
led by Susan Eaton and 
Karol St. Louis, began on 
September 12.

The Open Door Community celebrated its 
12th anniversary with a special night of 

food, fun and worship on September 15.

Marvin Miller has been  
quite a busy bee lately! 

Have you noticed the 
new paint on the  

stairwell handrails, 
parking lot speed bumps 
and edges of sidewalks? 

That’s all thanks to 
Marvin! He’s also been 

cleaning scuff marks off 
walls and doing many 

other odd jobs. We’re so 
thankful for you, Marvin!

On September 25, Miller and Jessie Marshall (at left), along with others, “painted with a 
purpose” for the Empty Bowls fundraiser for Edwards Street.

During the last  
Youth Ministry  

Wednesday Night Live 
silent auction, Shirley 
Cooper won a sewing 

lesson with Lesley 
Ellison. Shirley recently 
finished sewing a cute 
apron and was happy 

to show it off! 

The Bevill/Vickery Circle of United Women in Faith 
enjoyed fellowship while going out to eat for their 
September meeting. 

The Sanctuary Choir not only makes beautiful 
music together, but they know how to have fun 
together, too! On September 14, the choir enjoyed a 
potluck dinner.

Both of our UWF circles combined 
to host Hattiesburg Mayor Toby 
Barker as a guest speaker.



PHUMC Finances 
August 2022 
Income .............................................. $135,639 
Expenses ......................................... $114,682 
Net ............................................................... $20,957 
 
YTD Actual 
Income .............................................. $969,785 
Expenses ......................................... $985,112 
Net .......................................................... $(15,328) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income .......... $1,022,697 
Actual Income ......................... $969,785 
Budget Deficit .............................. $52,912

Prayer Concerns
• Debi Davenport
• Emily Shepard

Sympathy To... 
• Elizabeth Sims on the death of 

her mother, Helen Pearce

Praise for... 
• the birth of Ryleigh Rhea 

McCay to Stephen & Megan 
McCay on September 12, 2022

• the birth of Cora Lane Fleming 
to Andrew & Becca Fleming on 
September 16, 2022

• the birth of Emmett Joseph 
Grant to Ragan and Lauren 
Grant on September 16, 2022

Our mission: To connect, equip 
and send people for Christ

Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,

As we continue experiencing unprece-
dented demand for services at our food 
pantry, we thank God for you and your 
generous support of Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center. July 2022 was a 
record-setting distribution month at the 
food pantry, but one that was quickly 
surpassed in August as we provided 
groceries to 1,809 households repre-
senting 5,685 individuals last month. 
Your kind support of our ministries 
ensures that no one eligible for our ser-
vices is turned away. Thanks to you, our 
shelves remain stocked with nourishing 
food for families and individuals in their 
time of great need. Thank you!

In addition to our food pantry, our other 
ministries remain busy serving neigh-
bors with love, dignity and respect.
• MEDICAL CLINIC: Fellowship Health 

Clinic is now offering a smoking 
cessation program. This is a great 
addition, particularly for patients 
who participate in our pulmonary 
specialty services.

• BIBLE STUDY: The weekly senior 
adult ladies’ Bible study has been 
expanded to include all who are 
interested. Now called Faith & 
Fellowship, the group gathers at 2 
p.m. on Tuesdays in our food pantry 
building.

• COMMUNITY GARDENS: Although 
blueberry and fig seasons are over 
on our campus, volunteers recently 
picked 264 pounds of pears from 
our trees, and our muscadine vines 
are showing signs of a great crop. 
All food grown on site is distributed 
through the food pantry.

Your support has a positive impact on 
individuals across the Pine Belt as you 
shine the light of God’s love. Thank you 
and God bless you!
 
“Love each other as I have loved you.”  
~ John 15:12

With gratitude for you,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director, Edwards Street  
Fellowship Center

Keith Keeton, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Alex Doleac, Director of Youth &  
Family Ministries 

 
Wes Arrington, Director of

Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service in 

Founders Hall 

9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service in  
Sanctuary

Both worship services are livestreamed 
on various platforms. Find the links at 

parkwayheights.org.
 

The Open Door Community
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 
Open Door’s Facebook page

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Access our website

Download our app

Hold your cell phone’s camera over these 
QR codes to activate them.

Give online


