
Don’t Miss the Miracle 
About a year 
ago, our 
church was 
one of only a 
few invited to 
take part in 
an adaptive 
leadership 
cohort out 
of Pasadena, 
California. 

Bestselling author and Fuller Seminary 
staff member Tod Bolsinger has led 
a group of 20 churches across the 
nation in discovering their “DNA,” 
activating small experiments of 
mission borne out of that identity and 
learning from the experiences.

Our small team of six people — two 
clergy and four lay people — went 
to work on monthly readings and 
meetings to put his teaching into 
practice. We gathered many stories 
from members of Parkway Heights 
about people and events that 
describe who we are. This is how we 
decided on our DNA. Almost every 
story shared this: “We are a church 
that is not afraid to walk into people’s 
pain and brokenness and listen.”

From the Open Door Community to 
divorce recovery; from co-parenting 
to Meals on Wheels; from Edwards 
Street to Honduras Medical Mission, 
we thrive on connecting with others 
who are brokenhearted and honor 
their pain with presence, attention 
and humility.

We then used this DNA to come up 
with some new experiments this fall. 
We noticed that some in our church 
had already begun a relationship with 
Hattiesburg High School. Someone 
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— and we can’t remember who — 
asked leadership at HHS: “Where is 
your most under-resourced group on 
campus?”  That question led us to two 
places: the band hall and the library. 
Our adaptive leadership team decided 
we should pour more people and 
resources into these areas.  

Since then, we’ve fed meals to the 
Hattiesburg High School band before 
home games. The ministry team here 
is part long-standing members and 
part newer people! We had close to 
a dozen members organize books in 
the library. This month, some adults in 
our church will lead book clubs at the 
high school! Our servant presence at 
HHS is leading to new relationships 
with teachers.  

We’ve discovered that these teachers 
have amazing ideas about how 
to love and support the students. 
One teacher asked if we might help 
them with their clothing closet. This 
clothing closet is for students who 
are trying to find a job. Many of the 
students don’t have the money to buy 
interview clothes. We heard a story 
about a teacher literally giving the 
shirt off his back (and a belt) to help a 
special needs student interview for a 
job at Target. Our adaptive leadership 
team will reevaluate how things are 
going at HHS and perhaps start more 
small mission experiments. 

I recently was able to have a long 
conversation with Tod about what we 
are up to. I told him the story about 
how years ago, dozens of folks from 
Parkway Heights showed up on a 
very difficult day for the principal at 
Woodley. His response was: “Do you 
mind if I interviewed you about this 
story? I’d love to put that in my next 
book.”  Wow!!!!  

I’m not just reporting to you what’s 
going on in one part of Parkway 
Heights’ mission. I’m sharing this to 
remind you that the Spirit is alive 
and well, and it continues to blow us 
outside the walls and into the most 
interesting places in our community. 
It’s easy to take our identity for 
granted; we are familiar with many 
stories of PH sending people near 
and far to be the hands and feet of 
Christ. But as I shared these stories 
to a bestselling author, his reaction 
reminded me that we are truly a part 
of something special. Parkway Heights 
is an awesome place to grow, serve 
and love. It’s a wonderful place to 
learn what it means to give yourself 
away to others for the glory of God. 
You are a part of these miracles 
through your prayers and your 
financial support! Don’t let familiarity 
make you miss the miracles God is 
doing in our midst! 

Peace, Bruce

Fall Worship Series
On September 26, we began a new 
sermon series, Lessons from Their Lives: 
The Stories of Job, Jonah & Ruth, that 
will take place until November 7. We 
will first hear about the story of Job, 
his suffering and God’s response. We 
will then focus on the lives of Jonah 
and Ruth for two weeks each. We 
hope you’ll join us as we delve into 
the Old Testament and learn lessons 
from these important Biblical figures.

Lead Pastor Bruce Case



FYI

Our fall Church Picnic will be 
held on Sunday, Oct. 17, at a new 
location — Tatum Park. This event is 
always a favorite among young and 
old, and we are excited to bring it 
back after missing it last year!

We will meet at 4:30 p.m. at the 
pavilion at Tatum Park. Please plan 
to bring your own food and drinks 
for your family. We also plan to have 
a food vendor there if you’d prefer 
to purchase your meal.

Please also bring your own chairs 
or blanket. There will be some 
picnic tables, but there may not be 

Church Picnic Set for October 17

enough table seating for everyone. 

We’ll enjoy some music and games 
and have fun while we fellowship 
together.

Mark your calendars now!

Community Trunk or 
Treat Opportunity
Although Parkway Heights will not 
be hosting a Trunk or Treat event 
this year, if you want to participate 
in a local event to benefit our area, 
you can set up at the Trunk or Treat 
at Tatum Park on Friday, Oct. 29, at 6 
p.m. If you plan to host a trunk, please 
register using the sign-up link on the 
Hattiesburg Youth Soccer Association 
Facebook page. Kids who want to 
enjoy the event don’t have to sign up. 
Everyone is welcome!

Divorce/Grief Recovery
The next session of Rebuilding 
When a Relationship Ends will be-
gin Monday, Oct. 18, at 6:45 p.m. 
in the Youth Chapel at Parkway 
Heights. This program ministers to 
individuals who are facing the end 
of a relationship due to separation, 
divorce or death. The workshop is 
held each Monday night for nine 
weeks. The cost is $30, and schol-
arships are available.  

Visit parkwayheights.org/home/
studies-groups to register. Free 
childcare is available if requested 
with registration by October 11.

Please help us spread the word 
to anyone you know who could 
benefit from this helpful class.

Racial Healing Circle on 
October 6
On Wednesday, Oct. 6, Parkway 
Heights will join St. Paul UMC for a  
Racial Healing Circle. We will gather 
via Zoom at 6 p.m. A Racial Healing 
Circle is an opportunity for people 
to come together for an evening to 
share and listen to stories and experi-
ences that have shaped our lives and 
influenced our perspectives. It is NOT 
a lecture. There is no agenda but love. 
It is truly transformative and moving. 
You won’t leave this experience the 
same.  

Bonus: Johniel Henry, who was on 
staff here a few years ago, is the senior 
pastor at St. Paul. He is going to be a 
part of this wonderful evening.

Would you like to join us? If so, email 
Bruce at brucecase@parkwayheights.
org by Monday, Oct. 4. Spaces are 
limited and will fill up quickly!  

Racial Healing Circle

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to the 
Open Door Community! The Open 
Door celebrated its 11th anniversary 
on September 9.

WE APPRECIATE all our volun-
teers who have been serving meals to 
the HHS band on Friday nights!



FYI

Servant Spotlight: Dorothy Arcement
When eight-year-old Sophia Turner was at Parkway Heights while visiting her grandparents recently, she told her 
grandmother that she wanted to see “Miss” Dorothy before she left. Since Sophia and her dad, Ben, and sister, 
Kaylee, moved to Laurel, Sophia has been missing her former Sunday School teacher. Her grandfather, David Turner, 
said that “no one has or will probably ever fill the void that has been created by the love and faithfulness of “Miss” 
Dorothy.”  Dorothy Arcement impacts our children’s lives just that much!

Dorothy has been sharing her love with little children in Sunday School since she and her 
husband, George, began attending Parkway Heights 20 years ago. Throughout the years, 
she has taught boys and girls in kindergarten through second grade. 

Dorothy is known for her thoughtfulness and caring heart. Once, when she was in the 
hospital going through some health challenges, she was still thinking about her students 
and sent them mail from her hospital bed!

Dorothy said, “I felt the need to do something for our church home, and being that I 
absolutely LOVE children, I felt led to be with them and teach all of them that I could about 
the love God has for each of us.”

Children’s Ministry Director Lesley Ellison cannot say enough wonderful words to describe her gratitude for 
Dorothy’s dedication to the children at Parkway Heights.

“Dorothy is an integral part of our Children’s Ministry here at Parkway Heights,” Lesley said. “She is devoted to the 
children, thoughtful in her planning and committed to sharing God’s love with our kids each Sunday.”

Dorothy wanted to thank all the parents, grandparents and friends for sharing their children with her, but the real 
THANKS go to her for her servant heart and genuine love for our Parkway Heights family. Thank you, “Miss” Dorothy!

World Communion Sunday
On Sunday, Oct. 3, we will observe World Communion 
Sunday, which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all 
our brothers and sisters around the world. Our commu-
nion offering will go toward God’s Promise in Haiti.

God’s Promise in Haiti was founded by Rev. Tony Haines, 
ordained deacon in the Mississippi UMC Conference. 
The community he serves was physically untouched by 
the August earthquake, but he has been supporting the 
affected areas with physicians, supplies and food. 

To give to the communion offering, you can designate 
it on your check, place your gift in the specially marked 
offering plates outside our worship spaces or give on-
line at parkwayheights.org/give and select “communion 
offering” as the fund. Thank you for your support!

OUTREACH

Thank You for Helping RABMIN 

Fred Curry of Rice and Beans Ministries would like to 
thank everyone who donated food and baby supplies to 
Hurricane Ida victims. RABMIN is currently assisting peo-
ple in LaPlace, Louisiana, who were affected by the storm. 
Our church also provided 12 buckets of cleaning supplies 
by using funds from our Christmas-Easter Offering.

Dorothy Arcement

Fred Curry helped 
unload the  
nonperishable food and 
supplies and cleaning 
buckets that Parkway 
Heights donated to Rice 
and Beans Ministries for 
its relief work in LaPlace, 
Louisiana.



T-shirt Order Deadline: 
October 3
We have new Parkway Heights 
T-shirts and sweatshirts on sale as a 
Youth Ministry fundraiser! You can order your shirt with one of our youth, as this 
will give him/her credit for retreats and events; or you can order your shirt in the 
Atrium on Sunday, Oct. 3. You can also visit https://bit.ly/phshirts2021 to order 
online. There is a box to designate a youth member to receive credit, but you can 
leave it blank if you’d like the funds to go to the whole group.

The T-shirts (short sleeve) are $20 for youth small-adult XL and $22 for adult XXL 
and larger. The sweatshirts are $30 for youth small-adult XL and $32 for adult XXL 
and larger. Thanks for supporting our Youth Ministry!

YOUTH

SN@P SCHEDULE

• October 3 - SN@P Prayer  
Experience

• October 10 - SN@P Serving:  
Filling the Rice & Beans  
Ministries Go Live Love Boxes

• October 17 - NO SN@P - Come to 
the Church Picnic at Tatum Park!

• October 24 - SN@P Fun:  
Halloween Party

• October 31 - NO SN@P

YOUTH IN ACTION

Bruce Case led the confirmation class about 
God and creation on Sunday, Sept. 19.

Look at that wall! Around 200 boxes were 
put together and decorated. Way to go!

Confirmation Dates to Remember:
-  October 24: Confirmation Day Retreat at Parkway Heights

-  November 6-7: Confirmation Retreat at Timber Creek Camp
-  November 10: Confirmation Supper & Walk-Through

-  November 14: Confirmation Sunday

Our youth folded cardboard pieces into 
boxes for Extra Table on September 19.

Twenty-three youth and adults attended the 
high school fall retreat September 25-26.

There was a great turnout for Laser Mania 
night on September 26.

Laura Kate Hrom, Hallie Ingram and 
Skye Priebe had fun on the fall retreat.



Health Care Worker  
Appreciation
Our children made cards for members 
of our church who are working in the 
health care field to show appreciation 
for their dedication and hard work 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
kids colored the cards and wrote 
messages during Sunday School.

Loft Chalk Cheer

Our fifth and sixth graders met 
at Wesley Manor Retirement 
Community on Saturday, Sept. 4, 
to spread a little “chalk cheer” to 
the residents by drawing pictures 
and writing positive messages on 
the sidewalks with chalk.

CHILDREN

LOFT ZOO DAY
Loft kids met on Sunday, Sept. 
26, for a fun afternoon at the 

Hattiesburg Zoo.

Kendall Ingram, Mary Makenzie Walker and 
Malone Walker colored a cross.

Children’s Christmas Bell Choir
Big news! We are starting a Children’s Bell Choir! Children in 
kindergarten through sixth grade are invited to participate. 
The choir will meet on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. (October 
20-December 8). Thank you to Carol Lucas Pittman for 
volunteering to lead this bell choir! The children will 
perform on Sunday, Dec. 12. If your child would like to 
participate, please email lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org.

Children’s Christmas 
Program

Mark your calendars: our 
Children’s Christmas program is 
scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 19, 
during the Sunday School hour 
at 9:15 a.m. We will need lots of 
volunteers on stage and off to 

make this a fun and meaningful 
event for everyone!

Stay tuned for more details 
about how your child can 

participate! 

The Loft girls at Wesley Manor Painting with a Purpose
Everyone — of all ages — is invited 
to paint a ceramic bowl at Parkway 
Heights in the Atrium between 
4-5:30 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 24. The 
cost of $25 per bowl includes your 
bowl, as well as an Empty Bowls 
event “ticket” for a meal of soup, 
bread, dessert and beverage to be 
picked up on Saturday, Nov. 6, at 
Main Street Books. 

All proceeds from the event fight 
local hunger as they benefit the 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center 
Food Pantry. The bowls will be 
available at the church after they 
have been glazed and fired! Please 
contact Lesley for more information.

Rylan Lewis and Fisher Kern colored  their 
health care worker appreciation cards.

Collecting Supplies!
Loft children will be participating 

in a fall retreat at the home of Pam 
and Tim Breland on November 
12-13. We are collecting empty 

water bottles, old towels, T-shirts, 
socks and tennis balls to make DIY 
dog toys for local animal shelters 
during the retreat. Can you help? 

Please bring supplies to the 
church by October 31! Thank you!



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 

Thank you for your generous support 
of the ministries of Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center! In recent weeks, 
our food pantry staff and volunteers 
have been serving many familiar 
faces while also greeting individuals 
who evacuated to our area due to 
Hurricane Ida. Several of these evac-
uees said their meager savings were 
exhausted on lodging and gas, so 
they are incredibly grateful to receive 
groceries from the Edwards Street 
food pantry.
 
Your compassion helps keep our 
pantry’s shelves stocked year-round, 
ensuring a balanced assortment of 
food for neighbors who are facing 
crisis or simply struggling to make 
ends meet.
 
Your kindness provides nourishing 
food for those who are hungry, quality 
medical care for those who are sick 
and a welcoming atmosphere of love 
for all who enter our doors. God bless 
you for caring deeply for neighbors in 
need.
 
With gratitude for you,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

PHUMC FINANCES 
August 2021 
Income .............................................. $103,947 
Expenses .......................................... $116,695 
Net ....................................................... $(12,748)

YTD Actual 
Income .......................................... $1,080,860 
Expenses ...................................... $1,027,716 
Net .......................................................... $53,144

YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income .................. $1,067,333 
Actual Income .......................... $1,080,860 
Budget Surplus ............................... $13,527

Prayer Concerns
 
Walter Didlake

Praise For...
• the birth of Beckett Jude Pierce, 

born to Callan and Cole Pierce 
on September 2, 2021

• the birth of Isabella Madalene 
Osenbaugh-Vines, born to  
Kendal Smith and Michael Vines 
on September 27, 2021

Sympathy To... 
• Audra Rester on the death of 

her brother, Brian Shows

• Megan McCay on the death of 
her grandmother, Peggy Rhea 
Matkin

• Jan Nielson on the death of her 
father, Conrad Welker

Our mission: To connect, equip and 
send people for Christ

We were happy to welcome Becky 
and Pete Malley as new members of 

Parkway Heights on September 9. 

Brandon Bartleson, husband of Alana 
Harmon Bartleson, also joined our 

church family as a new member on 
September 19. Welcome, Brandon!

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Word & Table Service

9:15 a.m.: Sunday School

10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in  
Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in 

Founders Hall & live on Facebook

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

WELCOME,  
NEW MEMBERS!

Our Pastoral Staff
Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & Family 
Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities


