
people 
around 
me? This 
is the 
Parkway 
Heights 
way. This 
is the 
way of 
Christ.

Let’s 
keep 
moving 
cars, setting up speakers, sharing the 
good news, making a joyful noise 
and honking for Jesus. It’s really that 
simple. 

Peace,
Bruce

On Sunday night, we asked Wes 
Ingram and our youth small groups 
if they would please park their cars 
away from the parking lots directly 
in front of our entrance, so that 
our senior adults could get closer 
to the entrance for Sunday night 
communion. Not one car was parked 
there at 6 p.m., and by 6:30 p.m., 
about 40 cars rolled in to hear some 
good news and receive communion. 

We asked Greg Fuller for a college 
singer from our choir to assist in 
the service. Not only did Justin sing 
beautifully Sunday night, but he even 
shared his thoughts on what these 
songs meant to him. 

We had five or six lay people take the 
communion elements to all the cars 
in the parking lot. Wes Arrington and 

Bruce Case

Sid Collins set up our speakers and 
ham radio. Folks stayed late to clean 
up and clear up the equipment. From 
the first email and social media post 
alerting people to the service to the 
last speaker put up in the closet, so 
many hands and hearts were a part of 
this worship. The end result: 60 or so 
smiles and 40 cars honking on their 
way out to express their gratitude to 
God for the service. 

This is a little microcosm of our church 
culture. I could name you a dozen 
more examples from this week alone 
about people stepping up.

People are asking: How can we grow? 
How do we adapt? What do we need 
to do in order to open up to the Spirit 
and let Jesus do his work? How can I 
serve Jesus Christ in the faces of the 

Honk if You Love Jesus
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COMMUNION OFFERING: OCT. 4
On Sunday, Oct. 4, our communion offering will  
support United Methodist Committee on Relief.  

UMCOR provides response to disasters every day. 
While other organizations may rush in and stay for 
a shorter time, UMCOR is among the last to leave a 

devastated area. UMCOR is currently providing assis-
tance to victims of Hurricanes Laura and Sally and is 
also assisting those affected by wildfires in the West 

and the derecho in the Midwest. When you donate to 
UMCOR, 100% of the donation goes to relief efforts, 

with no administrative fees taken.

To donate for this special offering, please designate 
UMCOR on your check or select UMCOR as the fund if 
you give online at parkwayheights.org/give. Thanks!

At the beginning of this year, we asked our congrega-
tion to bring donations of nonperishable food items 
to church on Communion Sundays, the first Sunday 

of each month. We’d like to resume these food drives 
beginning on the first Sunday of October — Oct. 4.

We will rotate which local food pantry receives  
donations each month. October’s donations will go to 
Eagle’s Nest Food Pantry at the University of Southern 
Mississippi, which provides assistance to students and 
staff of Southern Miss. If you’d like to donate, you can 
bring personal hygiene items or nonperishable food 
items with you to the 9 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. service or 

the parking lot service at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 4. 
Thank you!

COMMUNION SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE



FYI

Ten years ago, Rev. David Sellers and Nathaniel Price, 
who was serving as worship leader at Parkway 
Heights at the time, began to wonder how our 

church could reach out to the recovery community in 
some way. What started with their questions turned into 
what is now The Open Door Community.

The group that helped get the Open Door up and run-
ning consisted of people in recovery, people who knew 
someone struggling or in recovery and those wanting 
to help. The group met and prayed and looked at what 
other churches across the country were offering. The or-
ganizers also began a dialogue with local 12-step groups 
and the local drug court led by Judge Bob Helfrich. The 
model that the team had envisioned was found in Hous-
ton, Texas, at a ministry called Mercy Street. 

After deciding to follow Mercy Street’s model, the next 
challenge was finding space. In 2010, Parkway Heights 
was in the middle of a building project, but God an-
swered prayers. The unfortunate closing of Westlake 
United Methodist Church on Oak Grove Road turned into 
a blessing, as we were able to use its facilities.

“Much appreciation goes out to many members of Park-
way Heights who helped get us off the ground, especially 
Che Hughes for helping us with the name and still being 
part of our prayer team,” David said. “We truly couldn’t do 
this valuable ministry without Parkway Heights UMC’s 
support.”

Another person there from the beginning is Phillip Black-
well, who would often play guitar for drug court. Now 
Phillip is a paid employee for the Open Door. He serves as 
worship leader and handles on-site administration. David 
calls Phillip the “mastermind behind the great music.”  

In the early days of 
the Open Door, a 
“recovery” ser-
vice was held on 
Saturday evenings 
with a welcome 
team, listeners 
and local recovery 
group leaders. The 
main outreach in 
the beginning was 
to focus on those 

Happy Tenth Anniversary to The Open Door Community!
wrestling with addiction to drugs and alcohol. At that 
time, no other churches offered any specific recovery 
worship services, and recovery groups didn’t offer many 
events on Saturday nights. Over the years, this changed 
as other churches added recovery outreach, and more 
events were taking place on Saturdays.

After five years, the Open Door Community moved its 
worship service to Thursday nights. Also, the focus of 
ministry was expanded to anyone wrestling with recov-
ery from life — whether from substance use disorders, 
process use disorders, friends and family members facing 
addiction or recovery and even depression or anxiety.

David describes the goal of the Open Door as being “a 
safe space for people to regain or even gain for the first 
time a spiritual connection to God.” He added, “We want-
ed to be a transitional place, meaning we didn’t want to 
be a church. We want people to get what they need, and 
when they are ready for more, we help transition them to 
their next place. That may be Parkway Heights or another 
church. This has created a unique opportunity in that it 
seems we have a new set of people every 18-24 months.”

Over the 10 years of ministering to hundreds of people at 
the Open Door Community, David says his favorite time 
each week is called “Celebrations.” 

“Even though they can celebrate anything, such as a new 
job or sobriety, many times people have shared things 
and experiences we will take for granted, and yet they 
mean so much... celebrations like a new hairdo, a friend 
who remembered a birthday, a parent trusted them with 
their children, a plant that didn’t die, a new puppy...”

In addition to the “recovery” service on Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m., the space at the Open Door is used for a variety of 
12-step meetings, as well as the Rebuilding When a Rela-
tionship Ends workshop and other special programs.

Anyone and everyone is welcome to attend the Open 
Door, located at 2180 Oak Grove Road in Hattiesburg. 
Once you’re there, be ready to be loved by the communi-
ty until you are able to love yourself.

And if you’d like to help celebrate its big 10-year anni-
versary, join the party on Thursday, Oct. 1, at 6 p.m. For 
all the lives touched over the years, it is truly a milestone 
worth celebrating! The Open Door praise band in 2011



FYI

Parkway Heights is happy to in-
troduce Pamela Fuller as our new 
organist! Pamela has some big 
shoes to fill as she replaces Charles 
Thomas, who retired in March. 

Pamela stepped into those shoes 
for the first time during the tradi-
tional service on September 27. 

Pamela has an extensive back-
ground in music. She holds a 
Bachelor of Music degree with an 
emphasis in piano performance 
and a Master of Music Education 
degree, as well as a Bachelor of 
Science degree in psychology and 
a Master of Science in family and 
consumer studies. 

Pamela’s mother taught her to 
play the organ when she was in 
high school, and she continued to 
study organ (along with piano and 
harpsichord) while she was a stu-

Meet Our New Organist: Pamela Fuller
dent at the 
University 
of Southern 
Mississippi. 

She took her 
first church 
job at Trinity 
Methodist 
Church in 
her home-
town of 
Gulfport in 
1986, while 

still in high school. Since then, she 
has served as an organist at vari-
ous churches in different cities and 
states, most recently serving at Bay 
Street Presbyterian Church. She has 
also worked as a director of music, 
pianist and leader of choirs.

In addition to her role as organist 
at our church, Pamela also teaches 
music and art at the 3D School in 

Parkway Heights Supports Law Enforcement Officer 
Prayer Partnership
Parkway Heights is joining with several other churches to cover every law en-
forcement agency in our community with an umbrella of prayer. If you would 
like to serve as a prayer partner, please let us know by emailing us at  
parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org.
 
The commitment entails: 
• You will be paired with an individual officer.
• You will agree to pray for that officer by name at least three times a week for 

one year.
• You will be given a prayer bookmark with the officer’s name, rank and agen-

cy, which will serve as a reminder.
• No correspondence is expected, but notes of encouragement may be sent 

to the officer at the address of the agency.

The deadline to sign up for a prayer partner is Friday, Oct. 2. You will be notified 
of your prayer partner in mid-October. Thank you for your support as we begin 
this new endeavor on behalf of those who serve and protect us.

Golf Tournament to  
Benefit USM Wesley
The Southern Miss Wesley Foundation 
will hold the Wesley Open four-man 
golf scramble on Saturday, Oct. 17, 
at the Shadow Ridge Golf Course. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m., and the 
shotgun start will be at 9 a.m. 

Cost is $100 per person/$400 per 
team. All proceeds benefit the South-
ern Miss Wesley Foundation and its 
important ministry to college stu-

dents.

To register, call 
601.268.6889 or 
email usmwesley 
@gmail.com.

Our new organist, Pamela 
Fuller, is also the art teacher 
at the 3D School.

Petal during the week. In her spare 
time, she enjoys mosaics, pottery, 
painting, books, gardening and 
spending quiet time listening to 
birds and sounds of God’s design in 
the natural world.

Pamela is the wife of our very own 
Dr. Greg Fuller, and she has three 
daughters, Allison, Caitlin and Molly 
Grace Finch.

Pamela is excited to be working 
with Greg. She said, “His enthusiasm 
is contagious; his music changes 
lives; and I’m thankful for the op-
portunity to be a part of that.”

She is also looking forward to learn-
ing more about the Charles Thomas 
Organ and its capabilities and plans 
to play in a responsive way to add 
and augment our worship.

Please help us welcome Pamela!



FYI

After a hiatus over the past few months, the Communication Skills for Co-Parent-
ing workshop will return with a new session beginning October 14. 

This class has been developed to assist parents who are divorced, who never 
married and live separately or who live together but do not always agree about 
parenting. Over the six-week class, parents will develop skills to communicate 
and work together toward raising an independent child. Topics will include a 
discussion of personality types, various types of relationships, raising strong 
children, psychological effects of divorce on children, decision making, commu-
nication, discipline, alienation and beyond. There is no registration fee or other 
charge for this class; however, appropriate opportunities for love offerings may 
be provided.

The class is offered on Wednesday nights from 6 p.m. until 7:15 p.m. at Parkway 
Heights. To register, visit parkwayheights.org/home/studies-groups. Please help 
us spread the word to anyone in our community who could benefit from this 
helpful workshop.

Communication Skills for Co-Parenting Returns Listen In on the Next 
Divisions Conversation
Everyone is invited to listen to 
the next installment of Divisions: 
Conversations about Race, the 
Church and Our Nation, led by 
Sam Bruton, on Wednesday, Oct. 
7, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

This month’s special guest will 
be Dr. William Sturkey, professor 
and historian at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Sturkey is the author of Hatties-
burg: An American City in Black 
and White. 

If you did not register for the 
first webinar, you can still partici-
pate. Watch for the Zoom link 
on Facebook and in our weekly 
news email, so you can hear Sam 
and Dr. Sturkey’s meaningful 
conversation. 

Parking Lot Communion Services Continue
Our parking lot communion services have been a creative way to worship for 
our members who should not attend or do not yet feel comfortable attending 
worship inside our building. We will continue to offer these parking lot commu-
nion services on the first Sunday of each month in the evenings. The next service 
is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 4, at 6:30 p.m. 

Simply park in our lot, tune your radio to 103.1 FM and stay in your vehicle. 
Someone will bring the communion elements to you in individually wrapped 
packages. It is great to worship together — yet separately — in this way!

OUTREACH
Help Hope Clinic from Your Own Home
Hope Clinic’s Annual Banquet will be offered online this year — for free — so 
you can attend and be inspired from your own home! By attending this virtual 
event, you’ll be encouraged by real client testimonials. You’ll also be educated 
about Hope Clinic’s mission to offer clarity with compassion by providing prac-
tical, emotional and spiritual assistance to anyone experiencing pregnancy and 
abortion-related issues and by compassionately proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. You’ll also be motivated to support this important work and encouraged 
to give financial support. 

This evening will take place Thursday, Oct. 22, at 7 p.m. Those interested can 
register and learn more at hcfriends.com/banquet.

WE ARE SAD TO ANNOUNCE 
THAT OUT OF AN ABUNDANCE 

OF CAUTION, THIS YEAR’S 
TRUNK OR TREAT AT WOODLEY 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HAS 
BEEN CANCELED.



YOUTH
HHS Band Meals

Parkway Heights is continuing 
our partnership with Hattiesburg 
High School by providing meals 
for the HHS band before football 
games. Can you help? We need 
food provided or financial dona-
tions to cater a meal on the Fri-
days of October 16 and Novem-
ber 6. We also need volunteers to 
help serve. The time commitment 
is only one hour from 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. If you can help in any way, 
please email Wes at wesingram@
parkwayheights.org. Thank you for 
your support!

Youth Food Drive
In addition to our Communion 
Sunday food drive on October 4, our 
youth will be collecting canned food 
during the entire month of October 
for Edwards Street food pantry. Bring 
your cans to church or give them to 
one of our youth. There is a friendly 
competition among the group for 
who can collect the most donations. 
Thank you!

Fall Retreat 2020
October 24-25 at Timber Creek Camp

for grades 7-12   /   Cost: $75
Register now!

After canceling the Kidnap Retreat 
several times due to COVID-19, our 

youth group is excited to attend the 
first retreat of the new school year. 

The group will depart early Saturday 
morning and will return mid-after-
noon on Sunday. Register at http://
bit.ly/PHFall2020Page. Cost is $75 

each and covers transportation, food, 
accommodations, recreation and a 

T-shirt.

September Snaps

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Our yOuth grOup meets tOgether in 
the Berry hOuse yard On sundays 
at 5:30 p.m. tO eat and hang Out. 

dgrOups get tOgether arOund 6 p.m.

On Sunday 

evenings our 

youth gather 

outside in the 

Berry House 

yard for food 

and fun. 

After eating and playing together, D-groups meet. Pictured at right, the junior and senior girls met on the Berry House porch.

On September 
27, the guys in 
the youth group 
got together at 
Big Bay Lake.

While the guys 

went to the lake, 

the girls had fun 

at the Wards’ 

pool.



Acolyte Training: October 4
Children in third through sixth grades are invited to 
serve as acolytes at the 9 a.m. traditional service.  
Acolyte training is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 4, at 
10:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Returning acolytes and acolytes who attended the 
training on September 20 are NOT required to attend, 
but they may come, if desired! Parents, please plan 
to stay for the training. RSVP to Lesley if you plan to 
attend.

CHILDREN
Zoo Outing: October 18
The weather is cooling off, and COVID-19 numbers are looking better! It’s time to 
reschedule our Zoo outing from when we postponed this summer! Let’s plan to meet at 
the entrance to the Hattiesburg Zoo on Sunday, Oct. 18, at 1 p.m.

Please email Lesley (lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org) or text her with the number attending by Wednesday, Oct. 14, so we 
can purchase tickets in advance. Families are invited to reimburse the church for the price of the tickets as they are able.

Children’s Moments 
Spotlight & Invitation

We hope your children have 
been enjoying Children’s Mo-
ments on Sunday mornings! We 
have enjoyed putting it together 
and plan to continue with Chil-
dren’s Moments until children’s 
Sunday School resumes. We 
would love to have your child/
children participate in this spe-
cial time. If your child/children 
are interested in participating, 
please email Lesley at 
lesleyellison@parkwayheights.
org.

Welcome to Our New Early Encounters Director
In September, Early Encounters’ new director, Jackie Standley, hit the ground 
running. Jackie comes to Early Encounters with a background as a lead teacher, 
director designee and director of another early learning center. 

Jackie is excited to be joining the Early Encounters family. She comes from a 
family of educators and always felt that one day she’d also be in the education 
field.

“Moving forward, I plan on building interpersonal relationships with the staff 
and community,” she said. “It is my goal to continue to provide a quality Christian 
learning experience for all of our children. I look forward to a great school year.”

Jackie is originally from Covington County but has 
spent most of her adult life living in Lamar County. 
She and her husband, Kenny, have two middle 
school-aged children. Jackie enjoys painting, 
reading, watching football, coaching cheer, 
playing softball, music, fishing and spending time 
with her family.

We welcome Jackie to Early Encounters and 
Parkway Heights!

Early Encounters New Director 
Jackie Standley

Bo and Bella Bass participated in 
Children’s Moments on September 13. Thomas Norton and Eli Rhian, 

two new acolytes this year, were 
trained on September 20.

NURSERY NEWS
Please stay tuned!  We hope 

to reopen our nursery in 
mid-October!



  IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
September 20 was a joyous day at 
Parkway Heights! It was the first day to 
hold in-person worship services on a 
Sunday morning since mid-March!

Berneice Barham and 
Nova Corley attended the 
parking lot communion 
service on September 27.

Parkway Heights welcomed (virtually) 
Doug, Monica and Savannah Donohue 

as new members on September 6. We 
are happy to have the Donohues join our 

church family. 

Cole and Callan Pierce 
presented Chambers 

Coleman Pierce for 
baptism on September 
20. Pictured at right are 
Chambers; his parents; 

his godparents, Meghan 
Reid and Will Miller; and 

Reverend Bruce Case.

  THIS & THAT
Wesley Club 40th AnniversAry

Parkway Heights’ Wesley Club was 
founded in 1980. To celebrate its 
40th anniversary, we are sharing 

“throwback” pictures each month.

Hazel Sims 
played the 
keyboard 
during a 
Wesley Club 
meeting in 
1987.

Kathy Wheeler won 
a prize during the 

inaugural 
Christmas Cookie 

Swap at the 
December 2017 

gathering. Cindy Re 
presented Kathy’s 

award.

Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,

Lots of milestones at Edwards Street Fellowship Center — some joyful, some 
sobering...

• Fellowship Health Clinic received Gold status from the National Association of 
Free & Charitable Clinics for maintaining the highest level of standards of care.

• Empty Bowls, the annual food pantry fundraiser, was voted Best Local Fund-
raising Event in the 2020 Best of the Pine Belt. (Sadly, Empty Bowls 2020 won’t 
take place. But we are already anticipating EB2021!)

• The gardens at Edwards Street yielded an abundance of fruit this summer. 
Volunteers have harvested more than 1,000 pounds of blueberries, pears, figs 
and muscadines since May. 

• Our food pantry typically registers 15-20 new households per month. Since 
March 2020, more than 1,000 new households have signed up for food pan-
try services.

God’s generosity and love are manifested every day through the people and ac-
tivities at Edwards Street Fellowship Center. Thank you, Parkway Heights, for your 
faithful support of our ministries. Your prayers, gifts, and service shine the light of 
God’s love across the Pine Belt.

With gratitude for you,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director, Edwards Street Fellowship Center



Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

PHUMC Finances 
August 2020 
Income .............................................. $104,973 
Expenses ......................................... $128,101 
Net .......................................................... $(23,128) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income .............................................. $974,092 
Expenses .................................... $1,056,735 
Net .......................................................... $(82,643) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income .......... $1,164,938 
Actual Income ......................... $974,092 
Budget Deficit .......................... $190,846

Prayer Concerns
Kent Oliver, Bill Phillips

Sympathy To... 
• Patsy Register on the death of 

her mother, Adeline Yelverton
• Lindsey Lewis on the death of 

her grandmother, Donna Seal
• Nancy Gibson on the death of 

her mother, Doris “Dot” Thrash
• David Miller on the death of 

his grandmother, Billie Jean 
Williams

• Marvin Morris, Sara Schock, Ben 
Morris and their families on the 
death of Mary Frances Morris

Our mission: To connect, equip 
and send people for Christ

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office will be open

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & 
Friday:  8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

(closed Tuesday for staff meeting)

The exterior church doors will remain 
locked. To enter the building, go to 

the far left doors and press the
intercom button.

WORSHIP WITH US!
Sunday Worship Services:
• Children’s Moments:  

8:30 a.m. live on Facebook
• Traditional Service:  

9 a.m. in Sanctuary
• Contemporary Service:  

10:30 a.m. in Founders Hall &  
live on Facebook

The Open Door Community:
• Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

in-person & live on Facebook

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401
www.parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Pastor, 
Youth & Families 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Families 

Wes Arrington,
Outreach & Facilities


