
A Message from Bruce Case: GROW in 2020!
In October, we invite you to G.R.O.W.! This year’s stewardship emphasis is not 
just about how much money we give to Parkway Heights; it’s about deepening 
our commitment to God in all areas of our lives. Of course, your financial pledge 
for 2020 is a very important piece of stewardship. We strongly encourage you 
to prayerfully fill out your financial pledge for 2020 in October. Even more 
importantly, we want you to think deeply on why it’s so important to GROW!

Why do people grow in discipleship? They grow because they are Grounded.
We grow when we are anchored in something greater than ourselves. Just as a 
tree’s branches can reach only as far as its roots, we too need to pay attention to 
what lies beneath the surface. People who are grounded and rooted in Christ are 
hungry to find their anchor. Read Ephesians 3:17-18 and reflect on where you 
are rooted. Good stewardship of all our resources starts with what’s beneath the 
surface.

Why do people grow in discipleship? They grow because they are responsive. 
Most of us learn at a very early age that we are loved by God. Out of that deep, 
unconditional love we find our lives. But something happens along the way. We 
encounter other forces that seek to diminish our love and light. It doesn’t take too 
long to face the temptation to be reactive instead of responsive. Instead of doing 
unto others as you’d have others do unto you, it becomes do it to others before 
they do it to you. But God in Christ calls us back to our first love. When it comes to 
your time, treasure and talents, listen to the One calling you in love to give your life 
away!  Read John 13:34 and respond. Good stewardship starts with God, not us.

Why do people grow in discipleship? They grow because they are outward-Focused! 
Our money, time and gifts were meant to flow outward, but we allow fear to stop 
that flow. We hoard. We store. We grip our stuff very, very tightly. When we fall 
into this cycle, something happens. We realize that holding on doesn’t give us 
joy. Like manna in the wilderness, holding on starts to stink! Think about 2020 as 
an opportunity to share what God has given you to the world. What do you think 
would happen if you grew in generosity? What would it do for your relationships, 
your outlook and your faith? Read Luke 10:25-27. How might Jesus have shared 
this story with what God has given you?

Why do people grow in discipleship? They grow because they are worshipFul. 
Often, when people encounter God in Scripture, the result is worship. Worship 
is when we are lost in wonder, love and praise as a result of God at work. God 
delights in the surprise, and it always draws us upward, gives us hope and leaves 
us speechless! Don’t underestimate the power of being drawn in Christ’s presence! 
We were meant for connection, for awe! When that happens, nothing stays the 
same! Read Matthew 14: 22-33. When we are worshipful, we look at our blessings 
with new eyes.  

Growth is not only possible; it’s inevitable in the lives of those who are grounded, 
responsive, outward-focused and worshipful. May we all GROW in 2020!  

Upcoming Events
Mac-N-Cheese Ministry

Wednesday, Oct. 2, 6:30 p.m.

Parents’ Night Out
Friday, Oct. 4, 6-9:30 p.m.

Blessing of the Pets
Saturday, Oct. 5, 9 a.m.

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church

World Communion Sunday
Sunday, Oct. 6

Church Council Meeting
Sunday, Oct. 6, 4 p.m.

Communication Skills for
Co-Parenting Begins

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 6 p.m.

Rebuilding When a 
Relationship Ends Returns

Monday, Oct. 14, 6:45 p.m.

Wesley Club Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 17, 11:45 a.m.

Early Encounters Fundraiser at 
McAlister’s Deli

Thursday, Oct. 24, 6-8 p.m.

Trunk or Treat
Sunday, Oct. 27, 4-6 p.m.

Last Wednesday in the 
Neighborhood

Wednesday, Oct. 30

Men’s Retreat
Friday, Nov. 1-Saturday, Nov. 2
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FYI

What: Keep Walking
Men’s Fall Retreat

When: November 1-2

Where: Friday night at the Hoods’ 
Canebrake Lake Pavilion, 228 West 

Canebrake Blvd. (rain location: 
South Mouth Deli) & Saturday 

morning at the church (No 
overnight lodging is necessary.)

Who: Men of all ages! We are 
praying for a large group of men 

from all generations to help inspire 
one another as we spend time 

listening, sharing, contemplating 
and breaking bread together.

Speakers: Coach Nevil Barr, Drew 
Rhian and Dr. Billy Slay

Cost: $20 (includes dinner & 
breakfast)

Inherent in all journeys are detours 
and surprises. Vacations, trips to the 
hospital, marriage, parenthood and 
careers have a way of not going 
as planned. But what if all these 
detours and surprises—even the 
painful ones—have value?  

Moses and YWH’s people wandered 
in the desert. Jesus’ pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem was definitely not a 
straight line.  

We invite you to be a part of our 

Men’s Retreat Set for November 1-2
men’s retreat 
this fall as 
we “keep 
walking” 
and explore 
sacred 
wandering. 
Someone 
said:  “Just 
because I 
wander doesn’t mean I’m lost.”  In 
our straight-line, success-oriented 
world, it’s easy to lose hope when 
you aren’t keeping pace. Maybe life 
wasn’t meant to be a straight-line 
success story. Maybe the Divine is 
leading you to something deeper 
than GPS. Maybe your life, in all its 
complications and setbacks, has 
already been made holy by the 
Divine. 

We’ll embrace our wanderings 
as we listen to three men in our 
church who have a tale to share. 
We’ll eat together, laugh together 
and walk together through story, 
study, holy conversation and 
solitude.  

Men, we need you to join us, so 
that none of us walks alone. Maybe 
you’ll see your wanderings in a 
dramatically different way.

Register now at parkwayheights.org 
or email brucecase@parkwayheights.
org for information.

World Communion
Sunday
Churches across the world, including 
Parkway Heights, will be celebrating 
World Communion Sunday on Octo-
ber 6. Our communion offering will 
support the America Reads program 
at Hattiesburg Public Schools. Our 
donations, combined with other 
funds through the Pinebelt Founda-
tion, provide full-time reading tutors. 
We were able to help this program 
last year, and the third grade reading 
standards increased by 20%! We hope 
you will be able to support this special 
offering. Thank you!

Blessing of the Pets: October 5
Parkway Heights is joining with Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and Trinity Episcopal Church for a Pet Blessing to 
celebrate St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals and 
the environment. Bring your pets to Westminster on Satur-
day, Oct. 5, at 9 a.m. to be blessed. Each pet will receive a 
certificate and a cross. Donations of money and supplies for 
Southern Pines Animal Shelter will be accepted. 

Divorce/Grief Recovery
The next session of Rebuilding 
When a Relationship Ends will 
begin Monday, Oct. 14, at 6:45 
p.m. at The Open Door Commu-
nity, located at 2180 Oak Grove 
Road. This program ministers to 
individuals who are facing the end 
of a relationship due to separation, 
divorce or death. The workshop is 
held each Monday night for nine 
weeks. The cost is $30, and schol-
arships are available.  

Visit parkwayheights.org to reg-
ister. Free childcare is available if 
requested with registration. Please 
help us spread the word to anyone 
you know who could benefit from 
this helpful class.



FYI

People Are Precious
People are precious, and when they hurt or suffer, they deserve the very best care and support we can offer. That’s 
why our congregation has Stephen Ministers. Their training, commitment and service make them the best at 
providing care for people who need it. A new training class is starting soon. Are you ready to give your best to God 
and to others? 

Our Stephen Ministers wear name badges on Sunday mornings and would love to tell 
you about their experiences and answer your questions. For additional information, 
contact one of our Stephen Minister Leaders, Carolyn Karlovich and Julie Collins, or email 
stephenministry@parkwayheights.org. 

The Trustees are tasked in the Book 
of Discipline to conduct an annual 
inspection of our church buildings 
and grounds. We conducted our walk-
through inspection in early March 
and identified 191 separate tasks that 
required attention. A churchwide 
workday was held in early April that 
resulted in some of the projects being 
completed, but it was evident that 
we either needed more volunteers, 
or we would have to outsource the 
work. In May, we began Operation 
PHixer Upper, and leaders of the small 
groups of our church were asked to 
each adopt a project.

During the summer, we had 12 
different groups donate more than 
150 hours of service, resulting in 29 
projects being completed with 2 
projects awaiting completion. The 
result of these volunteer activities 
is an estimated cost avoidance of 
approximately $5,000. This is money 
that can be used for Kingdom work in 
our community and beyond!

We have been in our new building 
for almost seven years. Our facility is 
the equivalent of approximately 42 
2,000 square-foot homes! That is a 

tremendous amount of space that 
requires cleaning and maintenance. 
Thousands of individuals come 
through the doors of Parkway Heights  
every year. We have 15-20 church 
groups that use our facility every 
week. We also have approximately 
20 groups from outside our church 
that utilize our facility every week. 
We have around 150 children in our 
Early Encounters Day Care, which 
generates traffic each weekday! 
When we built our new facility, we 
committed to giving it away. We have 
a local mission of being the face of 
Jesus to our community. One of the 
ways we accomplish this mission is 
the generous use of our wonderful 
facility. With our church being used 
more than just on Sundays and 
Wednesdays, it is vitally important 
that we keep our facility clean and 
well maintained. It is too much to 
depend on our custodian to have 
responsibility for all the identified 
maintenance projects. It is not good 
stewardship for us to outsource and 
pay someone to do work that we are 
able to accomplish ourselves. 

We are very thankful for the following 
groups who have participated in 

A Message from Trustees Chair David Turner

Operation PHixer Upper:

• Be Still class
• Boy Scouts
• Disciples class
• GPS class
• Jesus, etc. class
• Monday Lunch Group
• Sanctuary Choir
• Staff
• Staff Parish Relations Committee
• Trustees
• UMW Bevill/Vickery Circle
• Young Adults class
• Youth

There are 22 projects that remain to 
be adopted. Most of these involve 
power washing. If you or your 
class is interested in participating, 
please contact Wes Arrington at 
wesarrington@parkwayheights.org. 
No technical skills are required, just a 
willingness to serve!

The Be Still class power washed the Cullefer House 
as part of Operation PHixer Upper.



OLDER ADULTS

Mark Your Calendars for Trunk or Treat!
Trunk or Treat is fast approaching—Sunday, Oct. 27, 
from 4 until 6 p.m. This is the highlight of the year of 
our partnership with Woodley Elementary School. 
Hundreds of kids and “not so kids” enjoy this celebra-
tion each year, and we need your help to pull it off. 
We need more trunks! So decorate those Chevys and 
Hondas and Fords and Nissans and come park them at 
Woodley, 2006 O’Ferral St., for the kids to enjoy. 

A few specific ways you can help include providing a decorated trunk, tailgate, 
hatchback or even a freestanding game; donating candy and treats; volunteer-
ing that day to help with setup, breakdown and cleanup; and assisting with the 
games and activities. We also need volunteers to serve hot dogs, drinks, popcorn 
and s’mores! We will have food, a cake walk, games, lots of candy and lots of FUN.  
Be on the lookout in the Sunday bulletin for the opportunity to serve.

Empty Bowls Fundraiser 
for Edwards Street
The annual Empty Bowls fundraiser 
for Edwards Street Fellowship Center 
food pantry will be held Saturday, 
Nov. 2, from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
between Main Street Books and 
GrateFull Soul in Downtown Hatties-
burg. For $25, guests receive a one-
of-a-kind, handcrafted pottery bowl 
and a meal of soup, bread, dessert 
and beverage donated by area chefs 
and restaurants. To purchase a ticket, 
call 601.584.6960. Your support helps 
fill empty bowls in our community! 
Thank you!

OUTREACH

Wesley Club’s October Meeting
Wesley Club meets this month on Thursday, Oct. 17. Rev. Eric Davis, director of 
the USM Wesley Foundation, will be our guest speaker. The Wesley Foundation 
is one of the ministries that Wesley Club supports. A special offering will be 

taken for the Wesley Foundation. Our meal will be 
prepared by John Runnels. The menu is chicken 
spaghetti, green beans, garlic bread, Caesar salad 
and peach cobbler. 

Wesley Club meets on the third Thursday of each 
month from 11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Founders 
Hall. Everyone over the age of 55 is welcome. 
If you have never been contacted by a Wesley 
Club caller and are interested in attending, please 
call the Church Office at 601.544.7873 to make a 
reservation. Lunch is $7/person. If you have any 
other questions about Wesley Club, please contact 
President Bill Sanford or staff member Julie Collins.

Mayor Toby Barker was Wesley 
Club’s speaker in September.

Mystery Trip for 55+
Join us for our first-ever Mystery Trip 
on Wednesday, Nov. 6! We’ll depart 
from Parkway Heights at 8 a.m. and 
return at 4:30 p.m. Cost is $10/person. 
Lunch is on your own at the on-site 
restaurant (approximately $8-10). 
Comfortable walking shoes are rec-
ommended as some of the activities 
are outside. Registration will be avail-
able soon. 

SENIOR ADULT
MySteRy TRip

Trunk or 
Treat

Oct. 27
4-6 p.m.

Help UMCOR with Disaster Relief
The United Methodist Committee on Relief is responding to Tropical Storm Kar-
en, Hurricane Dorian and flooding in the United States. If you would like to make 
a financial contribution, you can give to Parkway Heights with UMCOR in the 
check’s memo line. One hundred percent of donations go to disaster relief, with 
no administrative fees taken. 



BreakThru 2020
BreakThru, our annual winter retreat in 
conjunction with several other churches, has 
been taking place for 40 years! This year’s retreat 
will be held January 17-20 at Timber Creek Camp.

BreakThru is for students in seventh through 
twelfth grades and will be full of great recreation, 
worship and teaching. The cost is $175, and this 
covers everything except optional snacks and extra merchandise.

Registration will be open October 13-November 17. Space is limited, so be sure 
to register as soon as possible. To register, visit http://bit.ly/Breakthru2020.

YOUTH

SN@P GATHERING 
Sunday, Oct. 6   /   5-7:30 p.m.

for grades 5-12
Velcro Wall Inflatable & Color War!

Team Colors:
5-6 - green
7-8 - pink

9-12 - blue
adults - yellow

Wear a cheap, white T-shirt for the
color war. Bring a towel!

Supper is potluck.

YOUTH IN ACTION
Our confirmands and their mentors are meeting 
every Sunday morning as part of the 
confirmation journey.

Sunday Night at 
Parkway (SN@P) 

game time

On September 13, Parkway Heights hosted 
Sacred Heart High School’s football team for a 

pregame meal.

Messy games at 
the September 
SN@P Gathering 
were a big hit!

Confirmation Dates to Remember:
-  October 5-6: Confirmation Retreat at Timber Creek Camp
-  October 27: Confirmation Day Retreat at Parkway Heights

-  November 6: Confirmation Supper & Walk-Through
-  November 10: Confirmation Sunday



Meet Our New
Children’s Intern
We are 
pleased to 
introduce 
our new 
Children’s 
Ministry 
intern, 
Mary Beth 
Hilliard. 
Mary Beth is a premed student 
at Southern Miss, majoring in 
biological sciences. She graduated 
from Ridgeland High School in 
2018 and worked as a preschool 
teacher at First United Methodist 
Church in Gulfport before starting 
at Southern Miss this fall.  Mary 
Beth is the daughter of two 
United Methodist pastors and 
the fourth of six children! In her 
spare time, she enjoys soccer, 
photography and playing with her 
dog, Jake. 

CHILDREN
Uprising on Sunday Nights
Our fifth and sixth graders meet at Parkway Heights 
for Uprising on Sunday nights from 5:30 to 7 p.m. We 
are excited to welcome Tammy Matlock and Rosheda 
Herrington as group leaders! On the first Sunday of the 
month, Uprising joins with the youth group for SN@P 
Gathering. All fifth and sixth graders are welcome and 
invited to join!

Children’s Choir Returns October 16
Children’s Choir will resume practices on Wednesday, Oct. 
16, from 5:30 until 6 p.m. We will be preparing music to share 
with our church family during the Christmas season.

Mary Beth Hilliard

David Allen Cullop gets an 
“A+” for his participation in 
messy games at the SN@P 

Gathering on September 8.

Parents’ Night Out
Parents’ Night Out will be held Friday, Oct. 4. 

Bring your children to Parkway Heights for child-
care from 6 until 9:30 p.m. and enjoy some time 

reconnecting with your spouse and/or other 
adults. Register at parkwayheights.org by noon 
on Wednesday, Oct. 2. Cost for pizza is $5 each. 

Early Encounters Chapel
Did you know that Parkway Heights holds “Chapel” 
with preschoolers from Early Encounters every 
Thursday morning at 9:30 a.m.? What a wonderful 
time to celebrate God’s creation and teach these 
precious children about the love of Christ! Are 
you interested in sharing your gifts with these 
little ones? Call or email Lesley (601.544.7873 or 
lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org) if you would like 
to share a story, song or art!

Lesley Ellison leads Early Encoun-
ters Chapel each week.

Creative HeARTS
You are not too late to join Creative HeARTS on Sunday afternoons from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. Fourth graders through adults, come and join group leaders, Laurie 
Stetelman and Susan Walck. This fall, participants are working on a variety of 
sewing projects, including making dresses for the “100 Dresses” mission project! 

Nursery News
Good things are happening in our 
Church Nursery! Our nursery staff 
has been working to make the 
nursery a more intentional space 
for our youngest members to learn 
about God. Stop by and see what 
they are doing; find out how you 

can volunteer!  

Nursery workers helped little ones 
with a fun art project.



  IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
Katie Rose 
McClendon 
celebrated her 
101st birthday in 
September. Her 
family placed 
roses in the 
Atrium in her 
honor.

On September 
29, Parkway 

Heights 
celebrated 

the release of 
Susan Eaton’s 

new book.

Susan Walck 
taught ladies 

how to make a 
photo canvas 

during the 
Women’s 

Connection 
Event on

September 30.

Hannah Doleac, wife of member 
Alex Doleac, joined Parkway 
Heights on September 8.

The Selman family—Stephen, Mindi, Reagan, 
Hudson and Piper—became members on
September 8 as well.

Angie Folkes also joined as a 
member of Parkway Heights on 
September 8.

  NEW MEMBERS
PARKWAY HEIGHTS IS HAPPY TO WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS OF OUR CONGREGATION!

Sunday, Sept. 8, was a busy day! 
Ivana Morgan joined our
congregation, too.

We welcomed Sara Andrews and Nathan
Easterling as new members on September 22.

On September 22, Frances and Greg Carpenter 
and kids Pearl and David Allen also joined.

About 70 people 
are taking part 
in Wednesdays 
in the Neighbor-
hood. Pictured 
is the group at 
the home of 
Thu and David 
Sellers.

The Open 
Door
Community 
celebrated its 
ninth anni-
versary with a 
celebration on 
September 12.

Cassie Bickham, Jonathan Lancaster and son 
Braven became new members on September 29.

Bruce Case led 
everyone in 

singing “This 
Little Light of 
Mine” at the 

Church Picnic 
on Sunday, 

Sept. 29.



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights United 
Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for your donation 
to the Eagle’s Nest Food Pantry. Your 
generous donation will allow the 
Eagle’s Nest to continue to provide 
on-campus resources for USM stu-
dents and staff who are temporarily 
experiencing challenges accessing 
basic necessities, including food. 
Because of your donation, we are able 
to achieve this goal. 

Thank you again, and we look forward 
to your continued support.

The Eagle’s Nest

PHUMC Finances 
August 2019 
Income .............................................. $109,909 
Expenses ......................................... $136,777 
Net .......................................................... $(26,868) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income ......................................... $1,018,578 
Expenses .................................... $1,093,449 
Net .......................................................... $(74,871) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income .......... $1,183,405 
Actual Income .................... $1,018,578 
Budget Deficit .......................... $164,827

Prayer Concerns
Berneice Barham, Cassie Bickham, 
Larry Royals, Billy Slay, Jim Stone 
and Debra Topp

Sympathy To... 
• Sarah Case-Price on the death 

of her father, George Case

Our mission: To connect, equip and 
send people for Christ

Time of Commitment
This month you will receive a letter 

and a financial pledge card for 
2020 in the mail. During this time 
of stewardship emphasis, we ask 

you to please prayerfully consider 
your financial commitment and 
return your pledge card by the 

end of October. Thank you for your 
faithfulness and generosity!

Dear Friends,

It is with so much appreciation and 
thoughtfulness for the many cards, 
phone calls and food that I received 
during my extra-long stay at Forrest 
General. It was truly a struggle, but 
for your prayers and kindness, I am 
trying to adjust to all that I am going 
through. We are truly blessed through 
our church home. How true to say, “It 
isn’t the building but the people who 
make the church.” Indeed it is! 

With love and thanks to each of you,
Dorothy Arcement

Dear Mr. Arrington and Parkway 
Heights,

We very sincerely appreciate Park-
way Heights’ support of our Pine Belt 
Diaper Bank project. It is only with the 
support of the community that we 
are able to keep our bank stocked and 
diapers distributed to those in need. 
Thank you for all your help!

Sincerely,
Amanda Powell
Junior Auxiliary of Hattiesburg

Pastor Case and Our Wonderful and 
Caring Friends at Parkway Heights,

The Fieldhouse owes you a lot of grat-
itude for all the wonderful gifts that 
you provide to our ministry month 
after month. We are deeply thankful 
for your support. We are keeping 
your blessings to us alive by being 
of service to those we serve in our 
community.

Thank you,
The Fieldhouse for the Homeless 
Family

Dear Parkway Heights Family,

I cannot express my gratitude enough 
for the overwhelming amount of 
kindness you have shown me and 
Richard over the past few weeks. 
Thank you very much for the cards, 
notes and food (oh, so much food!). 
All of you have been thoughtful to re-
member me in your prayers as well. I 
appreciate all of you from the bottom 
of my heart. 

Much love,
Debra Topp

Special thanks to our InMission
proofreader Nova Corley

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401
www.parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 /11 a.m.
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.


