
the year. Each of the 
remaining membership 
vow areas will be listed.

The card will have 
sections for prayers, 
presence, service and 
witness. Next to each 
will be an opportunity 
to make your weekly, 
monthly or yearly goals. 
For instance, you might put down a pledge to pray 
for the church daily. Another example might be the 
goal of attending church three times per month as 
opposed to two. For service, you might commit to 
seeking out two different service projects in which 
to participate. Each category is an opportunity to 
make a goal. If you’re like me, I don’t change anything 
without a goal of improvement. Otherwise, I always 
do what I’ve always done.

Don’t get anxious about these cards or the goals 
listed there. These will not be returned to the church. 
They will go home with you. Keep it in your Bible. 
Tack it on your fridge. Leave it pinned to your car’s 
sun visor. Just leave it where you’ll see it. That way, 
you can be reminded of your goal of increased 
stewardship for 2023. I hope you’ll be participating in 
this campaign. Christian growth is so essential to our 
church’s health. As I constantly remind myself, there’s 
always room for improvement.

Remember, membership has its possibilities. Let’s 
turn those possibilities into realities. God performs 
great works in the midst of growing people.

- Keith
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Keith Keeton

IN
Membership Has Its Possibilities
We are in a season of stewardship. I know that’s 
an ugly word in the church. People roll their eyes 
and start tuning out at the mention of the word. 
This year we’re focusing on more than pledges and 
money. While that is an essential component, it’s not 
the only component of outstanding stewardship.  
Stewardship focuses on how we order our lives and 
our priorities to glorify God. It’s important stuff.

This year our theme 
plays on the old 
American Express 
motto, “Membership 
Has Its Privileges.”  
We’ve changed it to be 
more appropriate for 
the church. Our theme 
is “Membership Has 
Its Possibilities.”  We 
will use this season 
to dream about what 
God can do if we all 
seek to live faithfully 

into our membership commitment. What happens 
if we make goals for 2023 to be more intentional 
about supporting the church with our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service and our witness? It’s 
about more than money. God wants all of our lives.

Soon you will receive a pledge card in the mail. 
That’s your chance to help us financially plan for the 
next year. It’s also a chance for you to set a goal of 
faithful giving. However, that’s just one step in our 
stewardship campaign.

On Consecration Sunday, November 20, we will 
return those pledge cards. We will also take time 
during morning worship to set personal stewardship 
goals. These choices are not for our church staff to 
see. They are for you to keep and reflect on during 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 20 -  
A DAY TO EXPRESS OUR THANKFULNESS TO GOD!



FYI

Please Help Us Decorate for Advent
Who doesn’t love Christmas decorations? But it takes lots of helping hands 
to get them up! On Sunday, Nov. 20, at 1 p.m., we need your help as we 
decorate the church for the season of Advent. We’ll be setting up Christmas 
trees, hanging wreaths and fluffing garlands. There are lots of jobs to do! 
Please email Susan Eaton at susaneaton@parkwayheights.org to sign up to 
help. Thank you!

Prepare Him Room: November 27
Prepare Him Room, our annual Advent 
celebration which kicks off the season, will be 
held Sunday, Nov. 27, at 5:30 p.m. This family-
friendly tradition is always a good time for 
everyone!

We’ll spend the evening enjoying Christmas music, making Advent wreaths, 
creating a Chrismon and more. And, of course, Ezra the camel will be back 
for our live nativity scene! We hope you’ll join us as we joyfully celebrate the 
coming of our Savior! Mark your calendars now!

All Saints & All Souls 
Services
BUTTERFLY TREE
On All Saints Sunday, Nov. 6, we will 
use a new way to memorialize our 
loved ones whom we have lost. On 
the round table in the Atrium, you will 
find a tree featuring butterflies. Each 
butterfly will list a name from those in 
our congregation who have passed 

away this past year. 
You are invited to 
write the name of 
a loved one on a 
butterfly ornament 
and hang it on the 
tree as well.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY WORSHIP
We will also honor those whom we 
have lost during the previous year 
during both worship services on 
Sunday, Nov. 6. 

Members lost since November 2021:
• Sara Brewton
• Delia Dabbs
• Woody Hausler
• Monroe Hill
• Jim Lackey
• Bob Longstaff
• Evelyn Montague
• Bill Phillips
• David Powers
• Jon Waggoner
• Richard Zachary

ALL SOULS SERVICE
On Thursday, Nov. 3, The Open Door 
Community will hold an All Souls 
Service at 6:30 p.m. on its campus at
2180 Oak Grove Road. All Souls is a 
way of lifting up our friends, family 
and community members, regardless 
of whether they died faithful or 
faithless, sober or drunken, clean or 
overdosed, happy or sad. Everyone in 
the community is invited.

Community
Thanksgiving Service

Sunday, Nov. 20, at 6 p.m.
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church

 A love offering will be taken for 
Breadbasket food ministry . This 
is Breadbasket’s main fundraiser 
for the year. Keith Keeton will be 

preaching during this service.

REMINDER:
Daylight saving time ends 

on Sunday, Nov. 6. Be sure to 
set back your clocks one hour 

before going to bed!

ADVENT 2022

Confirmation Sunday 
On Sunday, Nov. 13, we 
will hold a service 
of confirmation as 
part of our 10:45 a.m. 
worship. We will also 
recognize our confir-
mands at the end of our 8:30 a.m. 
service. Please be in prayer for these 
seven students during this important 
time in their lives. Our confirmands 
are Cela Batson, Jack Burks, Pearl 
Cullop, Kaybry Lewis, Rossie Norton, 
Wyatt Walsh and Emery Ward.

Prepare
Him Room



Stephen Ministers are trained laypeo-
ple in our congregation who provide 
distinctively Christian care for people 
going through a hard time. Below is 
the story of a care receiver and her 
experience. Could you, like this young 
woman, benefit from having a Ste-
phen Minister?

“I was 26, newly divorced, living far 
away from family and friends and 
dealing with a lot of guilt, shame and 
low self-esteem. Was I a total failure? 
Would anybody ever want me? Was 
God condemning me because of my 
divorce?

I found a new 
church and 
made some 
friends, but 
still struggled. 
It seemed like 
all my church 
friends were 
perfect, happy 

and full of faith — while I was flawed, 
gloomy and full of doubts.

When I shared some of this with my 
pastor, he suggested a Stephen Minis-
ter. Before I met my Stephen Minister, 
I was worried she would judge and 
reject me once she learned about my 
past and got to know the real me. But 
she didn’t. She was patient, loving and 
accepting. I truly believe she was sent 
by God just for me.

We got together weekly. She’d ask me 
questions, get me talking and then 
listen as I shared my struggles and 
doubts. She showed me God’s love 
even when I didn’t feel it. Over time, 
her faithful care helped me to see that 
perhaps I wasn’t such a terrible person 
after all. Through her loving care, I 
began to think that if God loved me, 

FYI

United Women in Faith
United Women in Faith enjoy 
fellowship and education at their 
monthly meetings.

In observance of Domestic  
Violence Awareness Month, Kim 
Townsend, case manager and 
housing coordinator for the 
Domestic Abuse Family Shelter, 
spoke to the UWF Bevill/Vickery 
Circle on October 12. 

October is also Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. Each member 
was encouraged to schedule  
yearly mammograms. 

then maybe I could love myself too. 

After a while, I got to a better place 
emotionally, and our Stephen Ministry 
relationship ended. A few years later, 
I remarried and had a miscarriage, 
and she was there for me again as a 
Stephen Minister, providing the care 
and support I needed. We now live 
over a thousand miles apart — but 
she will always hold a special place in 
my heart.

If you’re dealing with any kind of 
difficulty, if you’re struggling with faith 
questions or doubts, if you’re wonder-
ing whether you are a worthy person, 
then I encourage you to consider 
getting a Stephen Minister.

It just might be that God already has a 
special one picked out just for you.”

For more information about being 
assigned a Stephen Minister or  
participating in the training to  
become a Stephen Minister,  
contact Julie Collins at 601.544.7873 
or juliecollins@parkwayheights.org.

Could You Benefit from a Stephen Minister?

Kim Townsend spoke to the UWF  
Bevill/Vickery Circle in October.

Supporting Our Troops
Parkway Heights recently received a 
nice surprise in the mail from the U.S. 
military. COL Matthew Dinenna recog-
nized our church with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for the “motivational and 
thoughtful cards” sent to soldiers and 
civilians at Camp Bondsteel in Kosovo, 
where our own Sid Collins is currently 
stationed. The certificate also says that 
our uplifting support has proven criti-
cal to the success of their mission. 

If you’d like to send a card or package 
to Sid and his colleagues, you can use 

the following address: Thank you!

Collins, Sidney E.
Unit 93108, CMR 1, Box #24

APO AE  09240



OUTREACH

October Outreach

Thanks to everyone who 
filled Go Live Love bags!

Communion Offering
The communion offering collected 
Sunday, Nov. 6, will go toward 
seminary support. We currently 
have one seminary student in our 
congregation. Dr. Sam Bruton is a 
certified candidate for ministry. Your 
gifts will help with his seminary 
expenses.

If you’d like to give to this offering, 
designate it on your check or place it 
in the specially marked plates outside 
our worship spaces. You can also give 
online at parkwayheights.org/give 
and select “communion offering” as 
the fund. Thank you!

Adopt-a-Family Opportunity 
The Woodley-Parkway Heights Partnership provides an opportunity to adopt a family for Christmas. 
It’s the perfect project for Sunday School classes, small groups and families to assist some Woodley 
Elementary School families who could use a helping hand. 

Woodley Elementary School’s administration has selected several families in need of assistance this 
holiday season. Gifts will need to be wrapped and delivered to the school office for pickup by parents 
on Wednesday, Dec. 14. Information with children’s ages and sizes will be provided. If you’d like to 
adopt a Woodley family, please contact Wes Arrington at wesarrington@parkwayheights.org.

Gift Cards for MCH
Methodist Children’s Homes of 
Mississippi seeks to love and 
provide for children who have been 
abused and neglected by providing 
residential care, foster care and mental 
health care; so they may find hope, 
healing and love that they deserve. 
Parkway Heights is hosting a gift card 
drive for MCHMS. The gift cards will be 
used to purchase gifts for the children, 
provide for immediate needs and 
be incentives for the children. Please 
bring $20-$25 gift cards for Target, 
Walmart, Bath and Body Works or 
Gamestop to church by November 27.

PHUMC fed the HHS band 
again on November 21.

Our annual Trunk or Treat event was a big hit once again. Thank 
you to all of our families who hosted trunks! Pictured at left: Alex 
Lewellyn led a card game. Middle: This little baby shark had “Trunk 
or Treated” until she dropped. Pictured at right: the Ward family 
won Best Overall Trunk for their “Sandlot”-themed trunk.

The nexT honduras mission Trip Through BapTisT medical & denTal mission 
inTernaTional will Take place may 27-June 2, 2023. everyone inTeresTed in 

This mission should email carolyn hood aT caTfishood@aol.com for info.



SENIOR ADULTS

A Matter of Balance Class to Continue
Over 20 older adults participated in the fall prevention workshop, A Matter of 
Balance. The class was taught once a week for eight weeks by Paige Zachary with 
South Mississippi Planning and Development District. The participants enjoyed 
the class so much that there is a possibility that the class may continue. If you’re 
interested, please contact Julie Collins at juliecollins@parkwayheights.org or 
601.544.7873.

Day Trip to Touch of Glass Mosaic Studio
Thursday, November 10   |   8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Join the fun at Touch of Glass Mosaic Studio in Crystal 
Springs on Thursday, Nov. 10. All senior adults are invited 
on a day trip to create Christmas ornaments and eat lunch 
downtown. The cost for the day is $25, which includes an 
ornament and lunch. Sign up in Sunday’s worship bulletin or 
online at parkwayheights.org/calendar or call Julie Collins at 
601.544.7873. The deadline to register is Monday, Nov. 7. 

Save the Date
LUNCH & FUN 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 14

10:30 A.M.-NOON 

MORE INFO COMING SOON!

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Amye Lovitt, guest speaker for the class, showed Ed 
and Kathy Wheeler how to get up from a fall.

UMC Connections
The clergy in 
the Hattiesburg 
district performed 
a song during the 
Cluster Charge 
Conference at 
Main Street UMC 
on October 16.

New Members
We were excited 

to have Marie 
Montague (left) 

and Myers, Jessie 
and Miller Marshall 
(right) join as new 
members in Octo-
ber. Please help us 
give them a warm 

welcome!

Newest  
Blessings

Tyler and Beth 
Folkes  

presented 
precious  
Elizabeth  
Manning 
Folkes for 

baptism on 
October 9.  

Thanks, Troop 93!
BSA Troop 93 held 
a fundraiser at 
church on October 
30. The Scouts also 
performed  
volunteer service 
on our campus 
throughout the 
weekend. 



YOUTH

HALLOWEEN FUN
Our Barnabas Youth Leadership Team took on setting up a Youth Ministry trunk at our annual Trunk or Treat 

event on October 30, as well as planning a Youth Halloween Party afterwards! From a “Stranger Things”-inspired 
trunk to Halloween-themed party foods, games and decorations, our youth put together a full day and night of 

spooky fun!

The Youth Leadership Team hosted a “Stranger 
Things”-themed trunk during Trunk or Treat.

The “Men in Black” won Best Group Costume at 
the Youth Halloween Party.

Costumes, games, party food  - everyone had a 
blast at the annual Halloween Party!

Pearl Cullop, dressed as a Lego, stacked cups 
during a relay race at the party.

Ava Keeton, Leighton Jones and Kara  
Cooper posed during the Halloween Party.

Missions SN@P 
Every month, our youth dedicate one 
Sunday night to work on a mission 
project. In the spirit of all things fall, 
our youth decorated food bags for 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center’s 
food pantry in October and made 
some fall-inspired crafts to give to 
the families receiving assistance from 
Edwards Street. We are always happy 
to support our local mission partners 
here in Hattiesburg!

“What Scoliosis Taught 
Me About Trusting God” 
Looking for some wise words on 
trusting God in the midst of chaos? 
Check out our newest youth blog 
post, written by our own Parkway 
Heights senior, Claire Christensen. 
Take a minute to read how her 
experiences with scoliosis taught her 
more about trusting God and His 
constant presence in the midst of life’s 
toughest challenges.

Find the blog at parkwayyouthblog.
wordpress.com. 

Thanks for your wisdom and 
openness, Claire!

New SN@P Series: Acts
This past month, our youth started 
journeying through the Book of 
Acts in a new SN@P series centered 
around learning from the early church 
on how to be God’s people actively 
at work in this world. The study is a 
four-part series that is set to finish up 
just before Advent! Come join us on 
Sunday nights, as we lean into our 
calling to be witnesses of God to the 
world around us. 



Children’s Choir to Sing 
December 4
Our Children’s Choir, led by Carol 
Lucas Pittman, has been practicing 
on Wednesday evenings this fall. 
The children are looking forward 
to performing on Sunday, Dec. 4, 
during both the traditional and 
contemporary worship services! 
Special thanks to Anita Johnson for 
helping out as well with our Children’s 
Choir!

CHILDREN
   Children’s
      News

Loft News
Loft kids (5th and 6th graders) met 

on Sunday, Oct. 16, to assemble 
Halloween treats to hand out 

with invitations to attend Parkway 
Heights at our annual Trunk or 

Treat! 

Loft kids will meet again at 
Midtown Corner Market on 

Saturday, Nov. 12, from noon until 
2 p.m. to collect food for Edwards 
Street Food Pantry. Parents, if your 

5th or 6th grader would like to 
volunteer for an hour-long shift, 

please let Lesley know.

Fifth Grade Bibles

We were excited to present our fifth graders with their own Bibles on October 
16. Fourteen students received Bibles as part of this Parkway Heights tradition.

Preschool Zoo Day
Families with preschoolers will meet 
at the Hattiesburg Zoo on Saturday, 
Nov. 5, at 10 a.m. for our November 
Preschool Family Play Day. Come and 
join us for a beautiful fall morning at 
the zoo! 

Children’s Christmas Play
Mark your calendars! Our Children’s 
Christmas Nativity Play is scheduled 
for Sunday, Dec. 18, at 10 a.m. Watch 
your Sunday bulletin for opportunities 
to participate; we will need youth 
and children to serve as leaders and 
speakers during the program! All 
children are encouraged to take part!

Coming Soon: Christmas 
Cards!
Be on the lookout! Our children 
will be selling Christmas notecards 
featuring artwork from several of our 
children beginning in mid-November, 
before and after worship services. All 
proceeds will go toward purchasing 
furniture for our 5th and 6th grade 
Sunday School classroom.

NURSERY CRAFTS: “Miss” Dana is 
always doing fun crafts with our little 
ones in the Nursery, such as these 
Halloween crafts on October 30.

Children’s
Christmas

Play



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,  
                  
Thank you for generously supporting 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center’s efforts 
to provide a helping hand to the poor, the 
under-served, the suffering in the greater 
Hattiesburg area.

We are saddened and amazed that 
September was the third consecutive 
record-setting month for our food pantry. 
Requests keep increasing as grocery 
prices remain high. During September, we 
provided nourishing groceries to 1,832 
households representing 5,877 individu-
als.   

The month of October is recertification 
time at the food pantry, with volunteers 
and staff completing new applications for 
everyone seeking assistance. More than 
any other time of year, this is when our 
friends share why they are turning to a 
food pantry for help. We look into the fac-
es of women raising children alone due 
to abandonment or incarceration, senior 
adults unexpectedly raising grandchil-
dren, people of all ages whose education, 
health or ability limit their job opportuni-
ties to low-paying hourly positions and a 
myriad other tough scenarios.

While those stories are heartbreaking, we 
are honored to have a front row seat to 
see…
HOPE through the improved health of 
the patients treated at our free health 
clinic;
JOY on the faces of those connecting 
with others through interactions daily at 
our thrift store, weekly at our Faith &  
Fellowship Bible study and monthly at our 
Coffee Talk patient support group;
LOVE as volunteers and staff listen well 
while treating others with dignity and 
respect.

Your generosity shines the light of God’s 
love to hurting neighbors. Thank you and 
God bless you!
 
“In everything, treat others as you would 
want them to treat you...” ~ Matthew 7:12
 
With gratitude,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Prayer Concerns
Debi Davenport & Emily Shepard

Sympathy To... 
• Heather Ward and family on the 

death of her father, Clint Wilson

• Joan Marie Montague and 
family on the death of her 
mother, Evelyn Montague 

• Pam Henderson on the death 
of her father, C.W. “Dub” Hicks

• Alethea Pierce and family on 
the death of Jon Waggoner

• Margaret Hill on the death of 
her husband, Monroe Hill

PHUMC Finances 
September 2022 
Income .......................................... $111,395 
Expenses ..................................... $146,566 
Net ..................................................... $(35,171)

YTD Actual 
Income ..................................... $1,081,179 
Expenses ................................. $1,131,679 
Net ..................................................... $(50,500) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income ......... $1,150,534 
Actual Income .................. $1,081,179 
Budget Deficit ........................... $69,355

Please Note: the ChurCh offiCe 
will be Closed thursday,  

Nov. 24, aNd friday, Nov. 25, 
for the thaNksgiviNg holiday.

Our mission:
“To connect, equip and send 

people for Christ”

Dear Parkway Heights,

I would like to express my thanks and 
appreciation for the prayers, calls, cards 
and expressions for me during my recent 
illness and surgery. I am very thankful that 
we have made a good recovery and that 
we are surrounded by such loving family 
and congregation. The Lord is good, and it 
was good to be back in His house today!

- David Turner

Keith Keeton, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Alex Doleac, Director of Youth &  
Family Ministries 

 
Wes Arrington, Director of

Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service in 

Founders Hall

9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service in  
Sanctuary

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street, Hattiesburg, MS 39401
parkwayheights.org   |   601.544.7873


