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Stewardship 2021: Belong. Become. Bless.
It won’t be long before Thanksgiving! You no doubt have cherished family traditions surrounding this day. Some of you
might crank up the car to head to see family. Some will stay home. Everybody will very likely look forward to special dishes
of turkey and sides that you don’t get to enjoy too often. We put a lot of effort into this day because it’s Thanksgiving: a time
to thank God for all sorts of things — family, friends, health, another year, a miracle, a loved one, love — and, yes, Parkway
Heights United Methodist Church!
We have so much to be thankful for, and I know you are thankful for Parkway Heights. Each fall, we invite you to make a
faith pledge toward your financial giving for the following year. Let me name three words you are going to hear a lot of in
the coming weeks. They are life-sustaining words: belong, become, bless.
Parkway Heights is a place of belonging. We are
generous at Parkway Heights because we belong to the
Belong. body of Christ. We belong to something much bigger
Become. than ourselves. Parkway Heights serves as a reminder that
Bless.
all life matters to God, and God’s purposes for this world
were meant to flow through me...through you...through
us. Will you be a good steward of the gift of belonging? Will you give your best
for the sake of a place that welcomes all in our community? You belong.
Parkway Heights is a place of becoming. “Becoming like what?” you might ask.
Becoming like Jesus. Every worship, mission opportunity, small group, Sunday
School class — even committee meeting!— is a chance to grow into greater
resemblance to the One who redeemed you. With your help, we will continue
to be relentlessly committed to discipleship. Will you be a good steward of
becoming? Will you help us teach, preach, love and act in order to shape our
community into the shape of Christ? I bet you will. You are becoming!
Parkway Heights is a place of blessing. From Open Door Community to
Edwards Street, from Peru to Honduras, from Rebuilding When a Relationship
Ends to Meals on Wheels and many places in between, we are blessing the
world. We don’t hoard grace at Parkway Heights. We look outward, asking God
to help us find the last, the lost and the least in order to be a blessing. Will you
be a good steward of blessing? Will you help us keep focusing outward? I bet
you will. You are a blessing!
As we look to 2022, I invite you to take some time to pray about what you can
give toward helping Parkway Heights to belong, to become and to bless. We ask
that you complete your pledge card for next year and turn it in on one of the
two Sundays before Thanksgiving.
As you prepare for Thanksgiving, be sure and remember Parkway Heights in
your prayers of gratitude. You are part of it! You belong to the body of Christ.
You are becoming like Jesus. You are a blessing. It’s that simple. That’s what
stewardship and discipleship are all about!
Peace, Bruce

Advent Worship
During Advent, starting November
28, we will focus on God’s coming
toward us — our hopes, our fears,
our pain and the everyday living of
our lives — in our worship series,
Look What Has Come Into the World!
During those four Sundays, we’ll
hear the lament of the prophets;
eavesdrop on pregnant Mary’s visit
to her expecting cousin, Elizabeth;
and stand on the banks of the
Jordan to take in John the Baptist’s
challenging message to those
searching for something more in
life.
On December 5, we’ll have a very
unique combined service at 10:30
a.m. that will begin in the Sanctuary
and end in Founders Hall. On that
day, we’ll listen to sacred music, as
well as sing together familiar songs
celebrating the coming birth of
Christ. E. Stanley Jones once wrote:
“The early Christians did not say in
dismay, ‘Look what the world has
come to’; but in delight, ‘Look what
has come into the world.’ “ This is the
heart and joy of Advent! Plan to join
us for these special days of worship!

FYI
Women’s Connection
Event: November 15

Advent Is Approaching!
IT’S TIME TO DECORATE FOR ADVENT!

We had such a terrific Women’s Connection Event in October that we’re
doing it again! Our next Women’s
Ministry gathering will be Monday,
Nov. 15, at 6 p.m. on the patio at
Keg and Barrel West. All women are
invited! If you plan to attend, please
let Susan know by emailing her at
susaneaton@parkwayheights.org.

Can you believe it? It’s time, once again, to get the church dressed and
ready for the Advent season! Join us on Sunday, Nov. 21, at 12:45 p.m.
We need your help setting up our four Christmas trees, hanging the
garland, hanging wreaths and much more. Many hands will make the
work light and fun! Please email Susan at susaneaton@parkwayheights.
org to volunteer. Thank you!

ARE YOU READY TO HELP PREPARE HIM ROOM?

Parkway Heights will celebrate the beginning of Advent during Prepare
Him Room, our fun, family-friendly experience for all ages. We’ll gather
in Founders Hall at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 28, for this annual
tradition.
We’ll spend the evening enjoying choral
ensembles, making Advent wreaths, working on
some mission projects and more. This event is
always so much fun for everyone! We hope you’ll
join us as we joyfully celebrate the coming of our
Savior!

Community
Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, Nov. 21
6 p.m.
Founders Hall & Live on Facebook
We are excited to join with several
churches in our community for this
service of thanksgiving and praise.
Sam Bruton and other musicians
will lead our hymns. A love offering
will be taken for Breadbasket food
ministry, as this is Breadbasket’s
main fundraiser for the year.

All Saints Sunday: November 7
All Saints Day is a time of remembrance of the saints, an opportunity to give
thanks for those who have gone before us in the faith. Parkway Heights will
celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 7. During both services, we will
remember those who have passed away this year. Our members whom we have
lost since November 2020 are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Frances Burris
Bill Carlisle
Susan Donohue
Floanne Kersh
Marie Jones
Earl Marshall

•
•
•
•
•

Larry Payne
Billy Slay
Charles Swinson
Conrad Welker
Darlene Wheeler

ALL SAINTS DAY

On Thursday, Nov. 4, The Open Door Community will hold an All Souls Service at
6:30 p.m. on its campus at 2180 Oak Grove Road. All Souls is a way of lifting up
our friends, family and community members, regardless of whether they died
faithful or faithless, sober or drunken, clean or overdosed, happy or sad. Everyone
in the community is invited.

REMINDER: Daylight saving time ends Sunday, Nov. 7.
Be sure to set your clocks back one hour before going to bed!

FYI
One Worship Service for Confirmation Sunday
Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday, Nov. 14. We will
celebrate this special day during one worship service at
10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. There will not be a service
in Founders Hall that day. Please be in prayer for the 13
young people going through the confirmation journey
and taking this important step in life.

MEN’S MINISTRY

All men are invited to the next
Men’s Ministry gathering on Thursday,
Nov. 11, at 5:30 p.m. at The Porter.

New Office Hours to Begin November 15
Beginning November 15, our Church Office will return to its pre-pandemic operating hours of
Monday-Thursday: 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. and Friday: 8 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. For the safety of our
staff and guests, the Atrium doors will remain locked throughout the day, so please ring the
intercom on the far left set of doors to enter the church.

OUTREACH
MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: Kairos Outside South Mississippi
Prayers and support are needed for Kairos
Outside South Mississippi. Kairos Outside is
an international nonprofit organization that
supports women who have been impacted by
incarceration of family or friends.
Weekend retreats are held twice a year at
Seashore Assembly in Biloxi, at no cost to the
guests. An ecumenical team of women receive
36 hours of training in order to plan and carry
out the weekend. The weekend is designed to
offer hope, information and unconditional love
to each guest. In most cases, it is the first time
these women have been able to worship freely
with others who understand their broken hearts.
All conversations are completely confidential.
Parkway Heights has had several guests and
several ladies and gentlemen on staff, including
Dixie Evans. Dixie has served on staff for more
than 10 weekend retreats.

“It has certainly changed my heart and made me
less judgmental,” Dixie said about Kairos Outside.
“It is the hardest job you will ever love.”
At the next retreat on
November 12-14, guests will
arrive tired, sad, sometimes
angry and always carrying
heavy burdens. During the
weekend, they will be given many opportunities
to lay down those burdens. When they leave on
Sunday, there will be a spring in their steps and
a huge smile on their faces. They will also have
40 new sisters in Christ. After the weekend, the
guests are invited to monthly support groups.
Parkway Heights hosts one of these groups on
the first Thursday night of each month.
To learn more, contact Dixie at 601.270.9856.
“We are always looking for new guests, staff and
monetary support,” she added.

OUTREACH
Adopt-a-Family Opportunity

Join Our Mission Trip to
Honduras

Once again this year, our WoodleyParkway Heights partnership will
provide an opportunity
to adopt a family this
Christmas. It’s the perfect
project for Sunday School
classes, small groups and
families to help some
Woodley Elementary
School families who could
use some assistance
during the Christmas season. Whether
it’s providing presents for children,
food for pantries or contributing
to the Woodley-Parkway Heights
partnership with a mission gift to the
church, you can make a difference in

the life of a family, right here in our
community.

Help Methodist
Children’s Homes This
Christmas

Empty Bowls to Benefit Edwards Street

Methodist Children’s Homes of
Mississippi (MCHMS) seeks to love
and provide for children who have
been abused and neglected by
providing residential care, foster
care and mental health care, so
they may find hope, healing and
the love that they deserve. This
Christmas, Parkway Heights is
hosting a gift card drive for MCHMS.
These gift cards will be used to
purchase Christmas gifts for children
served by MCHMS, to provide for
their immediate needs and to be
incentives for the children.
Please bring $20 or $25 gift cards
for Target, Walmart or Gamestop to
the church by November 28. If you
would prefer to give a monetary
donation, we will use those gifts
to purchase duffel bags for kids to
receive when they arrive at MCHMS.

Woodley Elementary School’s
administration has selected
several families in need
of assistance this holiday
season. Gifts will need to be
wrapped and delivered to
the school office for pickup
by parents in mid-December
(exact date TBA). Information with
children’s ages and sizes will be
provided. If you would like to adopt
a Woodley family, please contact
Wes Arrington (wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org).

We are excited that Parkway Heights
will participate in the Baptist Medical
and Dental Mission International
mission trip to Honduras on May
28-June 4, 2022. Areas of service
on this trip include medical,
dental, children’s ministry, clothing
ministry, construction and more. If
you would like more information
about this mission, email shannon.
decker@comcast.net or visit
hoodhondurasteam.org. Participants
will need to submit registration forms,
including a copy of passport and fee
of $100, by March 4, 2022.

The annual Empty Bowls fundraiser to benefit Edwards
Street Fellowship Center’s food pantry will be held Saturday, Nov. 6, from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m., in between Main
Street Books and Gratefull Soul in Downtown Hattiesburg.
For $25, guests will receive a handcrafted bowl and a
meal. Tickets are on sale in the Church Office on weekdays, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Proceeds help Edwards Street feed
1,500 food-insecure households each month.

Communion Offering for
Seminary Support

Fieldhouse to Open New
Women’s Shelter

Our communion offering collected
Sunday, Nov. 7, will go toward
seminary support. We currently
have one seminary student in our
congregation. Dr. Sam Bruton is a
certified candidate for ministry in the
early stages of his seminary education.
Your gifts will help with his school
expenses. You can designate this
offering on your check or select this
fund when you give online. Thanks!

Fieldhouse for the Homeless plans
to open Loftin Place, an emergency
shelter for women and children, in
mid-November. Fieldhouse is in need
of volunteers to help with cleaning,
painting and hanging Sheetrock.
There is also a need for twin bedding,
towels, diapers, hygiene items and
baby supplies. The Fieldhouse covets
your prayers! For information about
this new program, call 601.554.6364.

YOUTH
Youth in Action

On October 3, our youth spent time in prayer
at several prayer stations throughout the
church.

Our youth filled gift boxes for children through
Rice and Beans Ministries on October 10.

Thanks to donations from our congregation,
our youth were able to assemble 50 Go Live
Love gift boxes.

Our confirmands and their mentors met for
a half-day confirmation retreat at church on
October 24.

Everyone loves party games! The youth
competed to eat a doughnut on a string during
the SN@P Halloween party on October 24.

The 7th and 8th grade boys’ D-Group dressed
as prisoners, and Wes was a police officer at
the SN@P Halloween party.

UPCOMING DATES:

Register Now for
Breakthru Retreat
Grades 7-12
$200.00 (includes everything)
Jan 14-17, 2022 (MLK Weekend)
Timber Creek Camp
Register online today!
Deadline: November 28
Space is limited, so don’t wait!

•

November 6-7:
Confirmation Retreat

•

November 7: SN@P
Service Night - Empty
Bowls for Edwards Street

•

November 14:
Confirmation Sunday

•

November 14: SN@P
Worship Night

•

November 21: No SN@P

•

November 28: No SN@P Come to the Prepare Him
Room Advent event

Peru Mission Trip
Our youth group is planning to make
a return trip to Peru this summer!
Before coming to Parkway Heights,
Wes Ingram led mission teams to Peru
for 10 years, and in 2018, he took a
team from Parkway Heights. It’s a lifechanging experience!
If you’re interested in attending this
mission trip, contact Wes as soon as
possible. A team is forming now!
Of course, as with
everything lately,
this trip will be
contingent on the
status of COVID-19
locally and in Peru.

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHILDREN

November 4 @ 6:30 p.m. All Souls Service at The Open
Door Community
November 7 - Daylight saving
time ends
November 7 - All Saints Sunday
November 11 @ 5:30 p.m.Men’s Burger & Fellowship
November 12-13 - Loft Retreat
November 14 @ 10:30 a.m.Confirmation Sunday - one
service in Sanctuary
November 15 @ 6 p.m. Women’s Ministry Connection
Event
November 21 @ 12:45 p.m. Advent Decorating Day
November 21 @ 6 p.m. Community Thanksgiving
Service
November 24 - Church Office
closing at noon

Children’s Bell Choir to Perform December 12
Our Children’s Bell Choir is meeting on Wednesday evenings, with Carol Lucas
Pittman leading the group. We are looking forward to performing on December
12 during both the traditional and contemporary worship services!

Children’s Christmas Program
Mark your calendars! Our Children’s Christmas
Program, Come to the Manger, is scheduled for
Sunday, Dec. 19, during the Sunday School hour at
9:15 a.m.! Check your bulletins for opportunities to
participate; we will need youth and children to serve
as leaders and speakers during the program and
adults to serve at costume stations. All children who
attend the service will be invited to participate in the
program as angels, shepherds, magi or stars!

November 25-26 - Church
Office closed for Thanksgiving
November 28 @ 5:30 p.m. Prepare Him Room event
December 5 @ 10:30 a.m. Progressive Music Service
December 6 @ 6 p.m. - Charge
Conference
December 12 @ 10:30 a.m. Children’s Bell Choir will
perform in both services.
December 19 @ 9:15 a.m. Children’s Christmas Program
December 24 @ 4 & 6 p.m. Christmas Eve services
December 26 @ 10:30 a.m. One service in Sanctuary

Loft Fall Retreat
All fifth and sixth graders are invited to the Loft Fall Retreat on November
12-13 at the home of Tim and Pam Breland.
This weekend will be lots of fun! We have several activities planned, and
Susan Eaton will be leading the devotional times based on her book,
You’re Gonna Be Okay.
You’re not too late to register, although the deadline to
receive a T-shirt has passed. Find the registration link
on our Facebook page.

Family Advent Devotionals
Advent begins on November 28! This year, we will once again provide Advent
devotional guides for parents to do with their children. Pick up your guide at
Prepare Him Room on November 28 at 5:30 p.m. or at church after the event.

OCTOBER HAPPENINGS
LEADERSHIP COHORT

Our Adaptive Church Leadership
Cohort, made up of two clergy
and four lay people, met with Tod
Bolsinger, author of Canoeing the
Mountains, in Arlington, Texas,
September 30-October 2.

CHURCH PICNIC We had beautiful weather and a great turnout for our fall

Church Picnic on October 17 at Tatum Park. Everyone enjoyed music, relay races,
good food and of course, BINGO!

USM WESLEY Parkway Heights

was happy to provide lunch to the
Southern Miss Wesley Foundation
on October 19.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

All the
ladies at the Women’s Connection
Event, held October 19, enjoyed a fun
time on the El Rayo patio!

HHS BAND

We continued to
provide meals to the Hattiesburg
High School band before home
football games in October.

EE FIELD TRIP

Bruce Case and
Lesley Ellison
attended Early
Encounters’ field trip
to Mitchell Farms
on October 12.
Bruce even got to
lead the train ride!

PAINTING WITH
A PURPOSE

On October 24, Mary
Green painted a
bowl to benefit the
Empty Bowls event
for Edwards Street.

MEN’S MINISTRY

Our
men enjoyed burgers and
fellowship on October 26.

Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights United
Methodist Church,
On behalf of the Domestic Abuse
Family Shelter, Inc., we would like to
express our heartfelt gratitude and
appreciation for your recent donation.

PHUMC Finances

Prayer Concerns

September 2021

Walter Didlake, Pete Malley and
Bettie Ross

Income ..................................... $106,648
Expenses ................................. $121,431
Net .............................................. $(14,783)

Praise...

YTD Actual

Income ................................. $1,187,507
Expenses ............................. $1,149,297
Net ................................................. $38,210

for the birth of Lewis Robert
Lovitt to Amye and Austin Lovitt
on October 1, 2021

Sympathy To...
•

Lauren Moore on the death
of her grandmother, Rose
Ready
the family of Susan Donohue
the family of Floanne Kersh

The impact of receiving this donation
helps provide the best services
possible to victims of domestic
violence and their children. The value
of your contribution to the Domestic
Abuse Family Shelter, Inc. and to the
people who depend on our services
cannot possibly be measured but is
appreciated so deeply.

YTD Comparison

October is National Domestic
Violence Awareness Prevention
Month. At this time, we remember
those who have lost their lives due
to domestic violence; we honor the
courage and resilience of survivors;
and we recommit ourselves to standing with them for safety, dignity and
justice. There is still much work to do,
and it will take all of us to do it.

Parkway Heights is happy to welcome Deborah Aycock as our newest
church member! Deborah has been active in our Sanctuary Choir for
quite some time, and we are glad to have her join our church family.

Thank you again for helping those
who desperately need our services.
May God continue to bless you and
yours.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Stewart
Executive Director
Domestic Abuse Family Shelter

Dear Parkway Heights,
My heartfelt thanks to my wonderful
brothers and sisters at Parkway for
your support of my seminary studies.
Your encouragement and assistance is
much appreciated.
In Christ,
Sam Bruton

Budgeted Income ......... $1,200,750
Actual Income ................. $1,187,507
Budget Deficit ........................ $13,243

•
•

Help Us Welcome Our New Member!

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Word & Table Service
9:15 a.m.: Sunday School
10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in
Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in
Founders Hall & live on Facebook

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor
David Sellers, Pastor,
The Open Door Community
Julie Collins, Executive Pastor
Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor
Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor

The Open Door Community
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on
Open Door’s Facebook page

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children &
Family Ministries
Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Our mission: To connect, equip and send people for Christ

