
out the Easter promise! You 
may want to support these 
efforts with your presence 
or finances. Or, the Spirit 
may be calling you and 
your family to some other 
cause that brings light 
into darkness. Whatever it 
might be, find some place 
outside your comfort zone 
where you can be used 
by God to spread Easter 
hope: Edwards Street Fellowship Center, Hope Clinic, 
Fieldhouse for the Homeless, Woodley Elementary 
School or Domestic Abuse Family Shelter, just to name 
a few.  

Let’s not just say “He is risen.”  Let’s live it. Jesus is alive. 
He’s on ahead of you, right outside your comfort zone! 

Let’s do something about Easter.

Peace,
Bruce

Holy Week, almost every year, is a spiritual wake-up call 
for me. Like the disciples, I feel like much of my faith 
is more talk than walk. I feel so much like Peter, who 
tells Jesus he will never leave his side, but who is quick 
to find an excuse when Jesus’ ask is too costly. I read 
recently our main goal is not to be happy in life; it’s to 
be comfortable. And if we pay attention to Easter at all, 
we realize that God is not worried about our comfort.  

We’ll learn over these great 50 days of Easter that the 
risen Jesus barges in our locked doors, our routine jobs 
(fishing) and our walks home (Emmaus) and invites us 
to get out of our comfort zones to serve others, near 
and far. In other words, Easter is not a holiday — it’s 
a purpose, a way of life, an invitation to take risks and 
adventures to share the news that Christ is on the loose 
in our world!

Later this month you’ll hear about a group of doctors 
and nurses who are leaving for Honduras to serve 
people who are desperate for medical care and hope! 
You’ll also notice that on May 20 you can give part of 
your day to serve students at HHS with special needs on 
their field day. These are two great opportunities to live 
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Brown Bag with Bruce
As Bruce winds down his time with us at Parkway 
Heights, he would like to invite everyone to “brown bag” 
it with him on the Wednesdays in May. These informal 
lunch gatherings will be a time to socialize and talk about 
anything you’d like. You can ask any questions you have 
about theology or the future of The United Methodist 
Church or about Bruce himself! 

The lunches will take place at 
noon on May 4, 11, 18 and 25 in 
Room 303. Bring your own lunch. 
This will be a great time to wish 
Bruce well on his journey ahead.

Eastertide Worship Series
In the gospels, the risen Christ appears to 

several people: to Cleopas and another on the 
road back home, to seven disciples fishing on 
the lake, to the disciples locked in a room, to 
Thomas who won’t believe it until he sees it 

and even a few more! That’s why in the  
Christian year, Easter is a season, not just a day. 

During our current “Rising with Christ” series, 
we are engaging these texts and listening 

closely to what the risen Christ has to say as we 
pursue what it means to be Easter people!



Senior Sunday: May 15
On Sunday, May 15, we will honor and bless our gradu-
ating high school seniors during one worship service at 
10:30 a.m. in Founders Hall. 

We are asking everyone to write cards or letters of 
encouragement and support to each of our seniors and 

turn them in to Wes Ingram 
by Wednesday, May 4. The 
seniors are: Caroline Batson, 
Travis Bolster, Alan Brent, Alex 
Brent, Anna Weston Burks, 
Henry Ellison, Henry McCall, 
CeCe Reed and Reagan Smith. 

FYI

Although COVID-19 caused many 
cancellations of events, disruptions 
to our routines and disappointments 
as people lost personal interactions, 
there were a few bright spots that 
emerged as a result of the pandemic. 
One of those benefits is the addi-
tion of our Facebook livestream of 
worship. From the very first Sunday 
when our in-person worship was 
canceled on March 15, 2020, we 
have been able to provide online 
worship for those at home. 

That first  
Sunday was 
very simple, 
as Bruce went 
live via his cell 
phone from 
his back porch! 
We then began 
airing worship 
from the Youth 
Ministry’s Upper 
Room on the 

second floor and eventually from 
Founders Hall with a more sophisti-
cated camera and software system. 

Now that we air our service online 
each week, those who are not able 

to attend in person due to illness or 
travel are still able to worship with 
us. We are also able to stay connect-
ed to members who have moved 
away, such as Charles and Diane 
Thomas, who now live in Orlan-
do, Florida. Shortly after moving, 
Charles broke his leg. He was unable 
to go anywhere, including visiting 
area churches. He says they “couldn’t 
get along without the online service.”

Diane adds, “Parkway Heights will 
always be home and family.”  The 
Facebook livestream helps them 
stay connected to “home.”

Facebook has also allowed us to 
reach out to new worshippers who 
are located around the country. One 
of our most faithful faraway follow-
ers is Cathy Werle. Cathy is Chris 
Werle’s mother, who lives in Burling-
ton, Connecticut. Although Cathy is 
sure to watch on the Sundays when 
Chris is playing in the Praise Band, 
she also “tunes in” sometimes even if 
Chris is not playing.

“Bruce, David and Susan each have 
interesting and meaningful talks to 
give,”  Cathy said. “I very much enjoy 

Cathy Werle is pictured several years ago with 
her family: Madeline, Nichole, Chris and baby 

Andrew, along with their pastor.

Facebook Livestream Allows Worship Outreach

the Praise Band; and when I have 
visited Mississippi, I have always 
gone to the service with the fam-
ily and have attended the Sunday 
School classes.”

We appreciate everyone who makes 
our Facebook livestream happen 
every week. Along with staff mem-
bers, Henry Ellison and Kenny Chris-
tensen 
volunteer 
as our 
camera 
operators. 
On behalf 
of all our 
worship-
pers in 
places near 
and far, we 
thank you!

Bruce Case during the 
Facebook live worship 
on March 15, 2020

Henry Ellison operates the 
camera during the Founders 

Hall service.

Safety Team Update
Our Safety Team has recently created a second video. This 
message is regarding fire safety. You can find the video at 
parkwayheights.org/home/videos.

There are several things to keep in mind when it comes 
to fire safety. If an alarm sounds, don’t ignore it. Exit the 
building quickly and help those who need assistance. Af-
ter exiting, everyone should meet in the backyard of the 
Berry House. Also, fire extinguishers are located through-
out the building. Pay attention to their locations, so you’ll 
know where to find them if you need them. Finally, don’t 
reenter the building until the fire department has given 
approval to do so.



Final Sales for A String & 
a Prayer Jewelry Group
The ladies in A String & a Prayer 
jewelry group are packing up their 
beads! They will have their last 
jewelry sales ever just in time for 
Mother’s Day — on Sunday, May 1, 
and Sunday, May 8, in the Atrium. As 
a way of saying “thank you” for the 
congregation’s support over the years, 
big discounts will be offered. On the 
1st, everything will be 50% off, and 
everything will be 75% off on the 8th.

The group, who jokingly refer to 
themselves as the “Beading Biddies,” 
formed in 2004. Several ladies who 
had been active on the Navajo 
mission team made their own jewelry, 
and some others wanted to learn how 
to make it. So a small beading class 
was offered on Wednesday nights 
at church. Then Mary Peters came 
up with the idea of selling what was 
made and donating the proceeds 
back to missions. 

Since then, over 
$65,000 has been 
raised for different 
missions including 
the Navajo 
mission, DREAM 
of Hattiesburg, 
Fieldhouse for the 
Homeless, Living 

Water International (to build a water 
well in Africa), Woodley Elementary 
Backpack Ministry, Kairos Prison 
Ministry, Rice and Beans Ministry, 
the USM and Jones College Wesley 
Foundations and many more.

Parkway Heights appreciates the 
years of hard work, time, energy and 
generosity that these ladies have 
shared with us. We hope everyone will 
support the final sales. Buy those last 
pieces! They are extra valuable now!

FYI
We Need Your Family Pictures! 

It’s been SIX YEARS since we updated pictures on our online directory! 
With Keith Keeton coming on board as our new lead pastor in July, it’s 
a perfect time to make some updates. This will help Keith get to know 
faces and names. 

Please text a family picture to 601.329.4558 or email it to brookebryan@
parkwayheights.org. If you’d rather have us take your picture for you, 
we’ll be set up with a camera in the Atrium on May 8 and May 15.

Also, while we are updating our directory, please help us update our 
records too! When you submit your photo, please also tell us the birth 
dates (including year) of everyone in your family. Thanks!

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are trained lay people who provide 
distinctively Christian care to those in our congregation 
who are facing life’s challenges. If you need someone to 
listen without judgment, encourage you and pray with 
you and for you, please contact Julie Collins or email 
juliecollins@parkwayheights.org. Stephen Ministry is a 
100% confidential ministry.

Chair Yoga Offered for 55+
Wednesdays in May

10:30-11:30 a.m. in the Youth Chapel
Led by Karen McCall

Cost: $20 ($5 per session)

Chair yoga is a great way for adults 55+ to get the wonderful health benefits of 
yoga. It also makes yoga accessible to more people. Staying seated while doing 
yoga means that even those who aren’t flexible can safely do the exercises. 
The benefits of chair yoga include loosening and stretching painful muscles, 
reducing chronic pain, decreasing stress and improving circulation. An added 
bonus is that it also reduces anxiety, helps 
lower blood pressure, protects joints and builds 
strength and balance. 

Karen McCall is an instructor at Power Yoga and 
Movement of Hattiesburg.

To register, visit our website at parkwayheights.
org/calendar.



OUTREACH
Can You Serve at Fieldhouse for the Homeless?
The Fieldhouse for the Homeless has been providing much needed services for the less 
fortunate of Hattiesburg for several years now. Parkway Heights volunteers have assisted 
the Fieldhouse by providing worship and breakfast on the third Sunday of each month 
for most of this time. While participation naturally slowed down during the last two years, 
now is a great time to get involved! And it’s easy!

If you’d like to participate in this ministry, please contact Thu Sellers or Wes Arrington. Ways to participate can include 
preparing food or helping serve on location those Sunday mornings or even sharing a devotion. You can call or text Thu at 
601.297.1872; call Wes at 601.544.7873; email him at wesarrington@parkwayheights.org; or sign up in Sunday’s bulletin.

Communion Offering: Sunday Fund 
The communion offering collected on Sunday, May 
1, will go to the Sunday Fund. This benevolence 
fund helps ease the financial burden of elders who 
live on one of the 12 Methodist Senior Services 
campuses across Mississippi, such as Wesley Manor 
in Hattiesburg. This assistance is for elders who have 
outlived their resources and can no longer afford the 
cost of housing or care. 

To give to this fund, designate it on your check or 
place your gift in the specially marked offering plates 
outside our worship spaces. You can also give online 
at parkwayheights.org/give and select “communion 
offering” as the fund.

Thanks for your support of the Sunday Fund every 
year!

Woodley Teacher Appreciation Week
Parkway Heights will provide breakfast for the teachers 
and staff at Woodley Elementary School on Thursday, 
May 5, for Teacher Appreciation Week. We invite you to 
come join us in showing our support and wishing them 
well.

Contact Wes Arrington at 601.544.7873 or wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org if you can help that morning. We will 
set up at 7:30 a.m., and the meal will be served from  
8 a.m. until 9 a.m.

We have been partners with Woodley 
Elementary School for many years, 
but the pandemic caused some of 
our serving opportunities to decrease. 
Please help us grow this partnership 
again! 

Please Help at HHS 
Special Needs Field Day
We have an opportunity to help  
Hattiesburg High School students 
with significant cognitive disabilities 
during their annual field day on Friday, 
May 20. HHS needs volunteers to set 
up and clean up for the event, run 
games, operate food booths and serve 
as buddies for the students. If you can 
help for an hour or several hours that 
day, email Thu Sellers at thusellers@
gmail.com.

Baby Bottle Boomerang for Hope Clinic
Parkway Heights is once again participating in the Baby Bottle Boomer-
ang fundraiser to benefit Hope Clinic of Hattiesburg. Hope Clinic provides 
support and hope to women facing unplanned pregnancies and helps 
them feel valued. Hope Clinic offers services such as pregnancy testing 
and sonograms. The staff and volunteers work compassionately, one-
on-one with women to help them make informed decisions about their 
future and the future of their babies.

You can pick up a baby bottle at church on Sunday, 
May 8, and fill it with loose change, dollars or checks. 
Please return the filled bottles by Sunday, June 5. 



YOUTH

Congratulations to Our 2022 Seniors!

May Schedule
May 1 - Service Project Night,  
     details TBA

May 8 - No SN@P due to        
     Mother’s Day

May 15 - End-of-School-Year 
     Crawfish Boil

May 22 - No SN@P

May 29 - No SN@P

Don’t forget... Sunday, May 15, 
is the registration deadline for 
Kidnap Retreat! Don’t miss it! 
Sign up now at bit.ly/kidnap22.

Anna Weston Burks Henry Ellison Henry McCall CeCe Reed Reagan Smith

Caroline Batson Travis Bolster Alan Brent Alex Brent

SN@P FUN

Izzy Reed and Marley Moore were ready to 
Sumo wrestle with help from balloons.

The youth Easter Egg Hunt returned this year, 
and it was a big hit!

During SN@P on April 24, the youth broke into 
teams to play trivia.

The youth gathered to sign Wes Ingram’s  
bulletin board as a memento for him.



CHILDREN

PH Kids in Action

Our children waved palm branches 
in both services on Palm Sunday.

David Allen 
Cullop 

helped in the  
kindergarten 

class during 
our Youth 

Connection 
Sunday.

Emilia Birdwell 
helped sell 
sets of gift 

cards featur-
ing the art of 
some of our 

children in 
the “Faces of 
Jesus” series. We appreciate the Hoods for hosting our children’s Easter Egg Hunt 

again this year. They’ve been generously hosting for over 40 years!

Let’s Get Excited for Vacation Bible School!
This year at VBS, our children will learn about trusting God in all circumstances through 
Joseph’s epic story of redemption and reconciliation. Please reserve the mornings of June 
20-23 for this “Monumental” event! Specifically, we are praying for:

• two adult leaders to lead the games station 
• adults and high school youth to serve as small group or crew leaders  
• helpers to assist Dana Ferguson, our nursery supervisor, with VBS set and decor. 

Be on the lookout for a message board in the Atrium with VBS supply needs. Please select a card or two from the board and 
return the supplies listed to Parkway Heights by June 6. Please contact Lesley to find out how you can best serve. Thanks!

Preschool Family Play Days
Preschoolers and their parents will 
meet at J’s Place Playground at Op-
timist Park (345 Hegwood Road) on 
Saturday, May 21, at 10 a.m. for our 
second Preschool Family Play Day. This 
will be an informal gathering of the 
children and their families. 

If you would like to receive communi-
cation about our monthly gatherings 
via “GroupMe,” contact Lesley Ellison.

Hooray for May!
This month in the Nursery, we will 
focus on seeds, plants and flowers. The 
preschoolers will plant seeds and learn 
how God helps all things grow. We 
hope to spend time on the playground 
and enjoy some warm weather.
May 1 - God’s Handprint Garden
May 8 - You Are My Sunshine
May 15 - Flower Vase
May 22 - Seeds of Kindness
May 29 - God’s Love Helps Us Grow

Camp Wesley Pines
Have you registered your child for 
Camp Wesley Pines? Parkway Heights 
will coordinate transportation to and 
from camp for these camp sessions: 

• Younger Elementary Camp (rising 
2nd and 3rd graders): July 11-13

• Older Elementary Camp (rising 
3rd - 6th graders): June 6-10.

Contact Lesley Ellison to inquire about 
scholarships.



PH HAPPENINGS

Susan Walck donated beautiful 
handmade bowls for the Friends of 
Wesley fundraiser on March 31.

The Spirit of Southern group 
performed for our older adults 
at the Lunch & Fun gathering 
on April 7.

On April 10, John Burks  
announced that Alex Doleac will 
be our new Youth Ministry direc-
tor. We prayed over Alex and his 
wife, Hannah, in both services.

For the April Women’s Connection 
Event, our women enjoyed a home 
concert by Abbye West Pates in the 
home of Frances Cullop.

On April 14, Parkway Heights held a Love Feast prior to our Maundy Thursday 
service. Our staff and lay leaders served everyone a simple meal of soup and 
salad, and everyone shared affirmations of blessing to each other.

Our “Faces of Jesus” art  
exhibit featured 37 pieces of 
art. Shows took place three 
days during Holy Week. We 
want to thank all the artists 
who participated!

The Tenebrae 
Service, with its in-
creasing darkness, 
is always powerful.

On April 24, we prayed 
over Sid Collins in both 
worship services before 
he begins a deployment 
to Kosovo.

Our older 
adults enjoyed 

a day trip to 
Bellingrath  
Gardens & 

Home on  
April 28.



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights UMC,

The 34th Annual Friends of Wesley at 
Heritage UMC was a huge success! 
The food was fantastic, and the spirit 
of camaraderie in the air was even 
better. We had over 175 attendees, 
and we exceeded our fundraising 
goal of $10,000 by over $7,000. The 
event raised a total of $17,473.50!

As you can imagine, a fundraiser of 
this size does not happen alone! 
Thank you to Heritage UMC for 
hosting the event. Thank you to 
our devoted board members, our 
energetic staff and our amazing 
friends who worked tirelessly behind 
the scenes. Thank you to the pastors 
who cooked and served. Thank 
you to Coca-Cola of Hattiesburg for 

PHUMC Finances 
March 2022 
Income .................................... $111,108 
Expenses ................................. $122,768 
Net .............................................. $(11,660) 
 
 YTD Actual  
Income ..................................... $345,699 
Expenses ................................. $361,099 
Net .............................................. $(15,400) 
 
YTD Comparison  
Budgeted Income ............. $383,511 
Actual Income ..................... $345,699 
Budget Deficit ........................ $37,812

Prayer Concerns
Debi Davenport and Mike Hetrick

Sympathy to 
- Rick and Debbie Zachary on the 
death of their son, Richard 

- Donna Lovitt on the death of her 
brother, Patrick Featherston 

- Candis Crigler on the death of her 
father, Larry Wilson

PARKWAY HEIGHTS UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401
www.parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 
 
In this Easter season, we celebrate the 
help, healing and hope you provide 
our community through your support 
of Edwards Street Fellowship Center! 
Rising costs for groceries, gas and 
other basics can have a devastating 
effect on neighbors who struggle 
year-round. Your generosity ensures 
Edwards Street is prepared to serve 
families and individuals who need a 
helping hand.    
 
• FOOD PANTRY: In March 2022, 

our pantry distributed nourishing 
food to 1,498 households 
representing 4,617 individuals 
from a seven-county area of the 
Pine Belt!

 
• FELLOWSHIP HEALTH CLINIC: 

Last month, uninsured patients 
received high quality medical 
care at appointments with 
family practice, pulmonary and 
orthopedic physicians. Patients 
also visited the free clinic for 
physical therapy, lab tests, case 

donating drinks. Thank you to Scott 
and Karie Greenhill, owners of Babes 
BBQ (located in Petal inside the Dandy 
Dan’s Texaco at 853 U.S. Hwy. 11) 
for donating dinner. We encourage 
you to make your way there to 
support this awesome, locally-owned 
business! Thank you to the businesses 
who donated items for the silent 
auction.

Our last and most important “thank 
you” goes to God — who has richly 
blessed our ministry at USM.

Thank you, friends of Wesley, for 
ensuring that USM Wesley continues 
to thrive!

-Rev. Eric Davis, Executive Director
USM Wesley Foundation

management, chronic condition 
education, specialty referrals and 
medication management.

 
• THRIFT STORE: You probably 

realize the Edwards Street 
Thrift Store offers low cost 
clothing and household items 
to budget-conscious shoppers. 
Did you know the store also 
accepts referrals from local 
social service agencies to 
provide free items to individuals 
emerging from difficult situations 
such as domestic abuse and 
homelessness? Our thrift 
store truly is a place of second 
chances...for clothing, for home 
goods and especially for people.     

 
Your kind support of Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center shines the light of 
God’s love across the Pine Belt every 
day. Thank you!   
 
Easter Blessings, 
Ann McCullen, 
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Word & Table Service

9:15 a.m.: Sunday School
10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in  

Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in 
Founders Hall & live on Facebook

 The Open Door Community
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 
Open Door’s Facebook page


