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With that — all we need now is you! Your presence at 
Sunday morning worship is vital to the life of the church. 
Worship is about relationships. It’s about reconnecting 
with God through word, table, song and prayer. It’s about 
reconnecting with our neighbors, banding together with 
one voice and one heart as we remember and rejoice in 
the One in whom we live and move and have our being.  
Let’s all recommit to bringing our whole selves to God. 
Let’s work together to make Sunday morning a  
beautiful and powerful experience of solidarity. We know 
that Jesus will do his part. It’s time for us to respond!

See you at worship!
Bruce

I am excited to share with you our new Sunday morning 
schedule, which will start June 13. On this day, we will 
offer communion at 8:30 a.m. in the Prayer Room, Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:15 a.m. and both Sanctuary and 
Founders Hall worship at 10:30 a.m.  

We went through several hours of 
conversation with key leaders, staff 
and others before deciding this 
would be our best arrangement. 
We know everybody has  
personal preferences for times, 
but the questions we kept asking 
were: what is best for the church 
as a whole and what gives us the 
best chance to welcome new 
people into our worship?

Both services will now start at 10:30 a.m. — the middle of 
the morning. This takes pressure off both our Sanctuary 
Choir and our music leaders to prepare to lead  
worship. Having concurrent services at 10:30 a.m. takes 
the “squeeze” off our Sunday School hour, giving our 
classes the flexibility they need to get the most out of 
that important hour.

Another important reason we decided to start both  
services at 10:30 a.m. is that our Atrium will be full of 
people from both services before and after the services. 
This gives us a chance to strengthen our ties across our 
entire church over a cup of coffee and a tasty doughnut. 
This will provide so much energy our church needs  
Sunday in and Sunday out to remind us that church is 
about community! Finally, on those special occasions 
during the year when we have a combined worship 
service, nobody will have to remember a new time! We 
simply combine our services and worship at the time we 
are all accustomed to.

We will continue with our temporary schedule of 9 a.m. 
Sanctuary and 10:30 a.m. Founders Hall worship through 
Sunday, June 6.  

Bruce Case

Our New Full Sunday Schedule Starts June 13!
Where two or more are gathered in my name, there I will be also. —Matthew 18:20

QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE ABOUT  
OUR NEW SCHEDULE

WHO WILL PREACH AT EACH SERVICE?
All five of our pastors will rotate preaching in the 
two services. 

WILL ANY SERVICES AIR LIVE ON FACEBOOK?
Yes! If you can’t make it in person on Sunday or 
if you’re not yet ready to attend in person, the 
Founders Hall service will still be livestreamed on 
our Facebook page.

WHAT ABOUT SUNDAY SCHOOL?
Everyone of all ages is encouraged to return to 
or begin a new Sunday School class. More details 
about classes and room assignments will be 
coming soon!

WHAT ELSE SHOULD I EXPECT?
We’re following recommendations by our mayor 
and the CDC to prevent the spread of COVID-19; 
however, we anticipate that masks will be  
optional at some point in the coming weeks.  
We will also bring back coffee soon!



fyi
GLORY Club Game Day Returns May 4!
GLORY Club, which stands for God’s Legion of Retired Youth, will resume its weekly 
game days on Tuesday, May 4, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.! Coffee and individually 
packaged snacks will be available beginning at 10 a.m. Debra Topp and Diane Fisher 
are the new coordinators for our Tuesday game days. They have received excellent 
direction from Jeanne and Bill Phillips, who served as coordinators for a number of 
years. Thank you for your leadership, Jeanne and Bill, and welcome, Debra and Diane! All 
senior adults are invited to join us on Tuesdays for mahjongg, Mexican dominoes and 
bridge. There’s room for everyone!

Jeanne and Bill Phillips during a Tuesday 
game day in 2016

Women’s Ministry Spring Retreat

Approximately 30 women from Parkway Heights participated in a spiritual life retreat over the weekend of April 
16-17 at the beautiful Longleaf Plantation. It was a holy time full of learning, worshipping and relaxing. Join us in 
thanking the many special guests who made the weekend even more amazing.
• Our sound and tech team of Daren, Kyle and Aaron made sure we sounded good and recorded all the sessions 

for us. 
• Jean Guice Lincoln did a presentation of her Kintsukuroi pottery and shared her testimony of how God restored 

her after the tragedy of losing her only child.
• Sophie and Tim Tolar did an amazing job leading us in worship — what a gift you guys were!
• Tammy Kolbo led us through two yoga practices that helped us relax our bodies and meditate on the truth of 

God and who we are in him. 
• Our very own Lindsey Lewis leads our “funtivities” every year. She gets us laughing and getting to know each 

other with such joy and enthusiasm. Thanks, Lindsey! 
• And you need to know what a servant our dear Pam Breland is! She created all our table centerpieces, treats and 

happies, even though she couldn’t join us for the weekend — such a servant’s heart! We’re so thankful for you, 
Pam! 

• Finally, we are thankful for the generosity of Warren and Carolyn Hood, who allow us to hold our retreats at 
Longleaf Plantation each year. You are both such a blessing to us, and we are so grateful.

Remember, friends, even though you will go through experiences that will leave you brokenhearted, deeply 
disappointed and even wondering if God is good to you, you have a Restorer who knows how to rebuild your 
brokenness. He knows how to replant that which is desolate in you. You really can live fully alive and joyful, even 
when life’s circumstances are painful. Praise God for his faithfulness! Ezekiel 36:36

Retreat participants enjoyed yoga 
sessions led by Tammy Kolbo.

Jean Guice Lincoln worked on 
her Kintsukuroi pottery.



fyi
Keeping Our Team5:1 
Vision Front & Center
If you’ve been around Parkway 
Heights for awhile, you have 
hopefully heard about our Team5:1 
vision for our youth and children. 
If you are new to Parkway Heights 
or if you need a reminder, here is a 
“refresher” for you.

The vision of Team5:1 is for the local 
church to surround each young 
person as a caring community 
and live out the Biblical call to 
disciple young people as an entire 
community. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

Team5:1 is built upon research that 
suggests each young person needs, 
in addition to love and support 
from his or her family, a team of five 
caring adults who are his or her fans 
— a 5:1 ratio of adults to youth. This 
youth team is made up of adults 
who lay aside their own agendas in 
order to know, love and guide the 
young person along the journey of 
discovering identity in Jesus Christ.

The goal of Team5:1 is for our 
church to partner with parents to 
intentionally provide those five 
significant adult relationships for 
our young people by the time they 
graduate high school.

With this vision and goal in mind, 
here are some principles for us at 
Parkway Heights to remember.

u The goal of youth ministry is the 
reception of young people into the 
life of the church.

u Youth ministry is the calling of 
the entire church, and parents are 
the primary relationship within the 
mentoring community of adults.

u Youth ministry begins when a 
Christian adult finds an appropriate 

way of entering a young person’s 
world, and every adult in the church 
is potentially a youth minister.

u Relationships with youth are both 
organic and programmed, and all 
ministry programs are catalysts for 
relationships.

u Youth ministry relationships in 
middle school and high school will 
almost always need to be initiated 
and sustained by the adult.

u The journey of faith is a long-term 
journey full of many ups and downs.

What do young people need from 
the significant adults in their lives?
Above all, a Team5:1 adult is moved 
by compassion to journey with 
a young person and share life 
with him/her. A Team5:1 adult is a 
consistent presence in the life of a 
young person. A Team5:1 adult is 
also a Christlike presence.

What should parents keep in mind?
First, don’t let the goal of having 
five significant adult relationships 
for your child overwhelm you. This 
is not a silver bullet, and there is no 
need to secure these relationships 
immediately. The point of Team5:1 is 
to focus on the relational needs of 
our young people. 

A significant relationship can be 
with any adult who is a believer and 
is willing to know, love and guide 
your child; the adults do not even 
have to be members of our church. 
Ask your kids who they trust and 
who they believe care about them. 
Pay attention to the adults who are 
already involved in your child’s life 
and encourage them.

This is an impossible vision to fulfill 
without the love and grace of God 
who saves, transforms and sends us 
in his power. Whose team are you 
on?

Communion Offering 
for Sunday Fund
On Sunday, May 2, our commu-
nion offering will support the 
Sunday Fund, which provides 
support for elders living on the 
Methodist Senior Services cam-
puses. One hundred percent 
of the money donated to the 
Sunday Fund is used to support 
elders who have outlived their 
resources and must ask for help.

You can designate your gift on 
your check or give online and 
select “communion offering” as 
the fund. Thank you!

On Easter Sunday, April 4, Lily Pittman and Gralyn 
Jones presented Sophie Graye Jones for baptism. 

We were so happy to welcome Sophie into the 
household of faith. Sophie is the great- 

granddaughter of Aubrey and Ella Lucas.

We were blessed again on April 25 when David 
and Mary Godbold presented Madelyn Grace 
for baptism. Big brother Connor joined in the 

baptism too.

LATEST BLESSINGS



fyi

You’ve probably heard about the Christmas-Easter Fund, 
which many churches simply call their benevolence 
fund. We’d like to let you know a little more specifically 
about how this money is used.

One common request is for transportation. People 
need help with gas or bus or train tickets. We have even 
“Ubered” an individual to Laurel to The Salvation Army 
shelter and another to Columbia because he had no 
way home after being brought to Forrest General by 
ambulance. This is a need that 
no one else in the area regularly 
assists and has become one we 
often fulfill. Our resources are 
frequently used in partnership with 
The Salvation Army, Fieldhouse 
for the Homeless and the City of 
Hattiesburg to assist with cases. 

Our primary goal with these funds 
is to assist people who are in the process of improving 
their situation. One example is a man named Jesse. We 
first met Jesse at the Fieldhouse. He had struggled with 
addiction, poverty, homelessness and other terrible 
circumstances. Admittedly, most of these struggles were 
self-inflicted through the decisions he had made; but he 
was in a position to and had made the decision to really 
make a change. We provided Jesse with a bus ticket to a 
rehab program in Jacksonville, FL, which he completed 
successfully! 

Another example is a woman who, at around 40 years 
old, had to quit work due to severe back problems. Then 
she discovered she had cancer and was pregnant. Her 

Susan, Judd, Mackenzie 
and Makayla Garbett 
joined our church as 
members on Sunday, 
April 11. Help us welcome 
the Garbett family!

We were also happy to  
welcome the Jones family 

— Keith, Casey, Leighton 
and Mason — as new 

members on April 11. We’re 
so glad you’re with us!

Parkway Heights UMC’s Benevolence Fund
husband had lost his job due to blindness. We assisted 
them financially from the Christmas-Easter Fund, and our 
members adopted their family for Christmas to provide 
gifts and meals. They are currently doing much better. 
Her cancer is in remission; he has found some work; and 
they have a beautiful little girl.

Unfortunately, we cannot always help every individual 
who comes to us with a need. We never give cash 
to anyone. Often, the requests we receive are from 

individuals with whom the staff are 
familiar from past encounters. We 
discourage anyone panhandling 
in our parking lot or camping 
on church grounds — not 
because we don’t care for these 
individuals but because all too 
often the encounters can become 
uncomfortable for those involved, 
and at times verbal altercations 

have ensued. We have an obligation to protect both our 
church members as well as the parents, children and 
staff at Early Encounters daycare. And to this end, we ask 
that if you are approached, please refer anyone seeking 
assistance to a staff member or the Church Office. 

We do use our best discernment to help those we 
can, often in little, but meaningful ways. Thank you for 
supporting this ministry with our Christmas-Easter Fund 
and caring for our community.

For more information, ask any staff member or contact 
Wes Arrington at 601.544.7873 or wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org.

Nursery Volunteers 
Needed!
Our church nursery is seeking 
volunteers. Please contact Nursery 
Supervisor Dana Ferguson at 
danaferguson@parkwayheights.org if 
you can serve occasionally. You don’t 
need to be a parent, just someone 
who would love to hold and play with 
little ones! Volunteers must pass a 
background check.

In all this I have given you an example 
that by such work we must support the 
weak, remembering the words of the 
Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ - Acts 20:35

Welcome, New Members!



youth
Congratulations to Our Parkway Heights 2021 Seniors

Sarah Grace  Arrington

Sam Quinn Luke Waltman

Susannah Case Demetrius Harrington Cade Mattison Riley Morris

Selby Schramm Elijah Sellers Reese Tisdale

Confirmation 2021
Sunday, April 11, was a fantastic day at Parkway Heights 
as 12 young people became new, professing members of 
our church. The confirmands were Evan Bolster, Cannon 
Callaway, Jack Farris, Makayla Garbett, Leighton Jones, 
Carson Lewellyn, Marley Moore, Taylor Moore, Clara 
Pegues, Izzy Reed, Elliot Walsh and Lillie Mae Yarbrough. 
We were excited to baptize Cannon Callaway during the 
confirmation service as well.

Twelve young people were 
confirmed on April 11.

Cannon Callaway chose to 
be immersed for his baptism. 
We’re proud of you, Cannon!

CITYWIDE 
Our youth  
participated in 
Citywide, a fun 
event hosted by 
the Southern Miss 
Wesley Foundation 
at Tatum Park on 
April 11. 

EAGLE SCOUT 
PROJECT 

G.G. Tisdale  
recently  

completed his 
Eagle Scout  

project, which was 
building a new 

picnic table for the 
church. Thanks, 
G.G.! Nice work!



youth

Cultivate Retreat
During the weekend of April 23-25, several of our young people and adult leaders attended a retreat for the Cultivate Cohort 
with Rocks to Rivers in Cherokee Rock Village in Alabama. Cultivate is a discipleship cohort of ninth-twelfth graders who 
commit to meet together during the school year to read the Bible and discuss faith. Our journey ends with a camping and 

climbing trip with Bill Blair and Rocks to Rivers. We will begin forming the next cultivate group in October 2021.

end-of-the-school- 
year Crawfish Boil

Sunday, May 16

5-7 p.m.

Berry House yard

$10 for crawfish 

Can You Host a Summer 
SN@P?
We are looking for host homes for 
summer SN@P gatherings. If you 
have a pool, that is definitely a plus; 
but it is not necessary. Around 20-30 
people attend each Sunday. The dates 
available are June 13 and 27 and July 
11 and 18. If you’d like to host or have 
any questions, please contact Wes at 
wesingram@parkwayheights.org or 
call 601.544.7873. Thank you!

Dads of Guys Cookout
All dads of guys in our youth 

group are invited to a cookout!

Thursday, May 6
6-7:30 p.m.

3020 Mesa Drive, 
 the home of John Burks

RSVP to John Burks at john.burks@
jcjc.edu or Wes Ingram at 

wesingram@parkwayheights.org.

Cameron Bevon, Madeleine Decker, Rachel Eaton 
and Julia Powell enjoyed the incredible view. 

Time to Register for Kidnap Retreat!
Kidnap Retreat registration has begun! Remember, the dates and location of 
the retreat are a secret for the incoming seventh graders. The cost for current 
seventh through twelfth graders is $225, and the cost for current sixth  
graders is $100. The price covers food, accommodations, recreation and a 
T-shirt. This covers the entire cost except meals to and from the retreat. This 
will be an outdoor-oriented retreat. All programming and meals will be held 
outside under a large tent. We will take up approximately 60% of the dorm 
space, allowing us to spread out for sleep. We will require masks while inside, 
except for during showers and sleeping.

Find 
more 

inFo and 
register 

online: 

Mackenzie Garbett and Susannah Case took on 
the challenge of climbing the mountain.

The whole Cultivate group and leaders posed in 
front of a beautiful waterfall. 



children
Loft Scavenger HuntSunday School Is  

Returning June 13!
We are so excited to share that  
Children’s Sunday School will return 
June 13! Children will start in the Sun-
day School classes that correspond 
with the grade they will be entering in 
the 2021-2022 school year. Expect to 
receive a card in the mail in early June 
with details. 

Please contact Lesley Ellison if 
you are interested in serving on a 
Sunday School teaching team or as 
a substitute teacher. Thanks!

Vacation Bible School
Make plans now to join us for  
Wilderness Escape Vacation Bible 
School June 14-17. Kids age 4 (by  
September 1) through rising sixth 
graders are invited to participate, 
along with youth and adult  
volunteers.

Wilderness Escape promises to take 
us on an exciting journey with the 
Israelites that brings God’s Word to 
life; we will learn how God guides and 
provides in this Holy Land adventure! 
Contact lesleyellison@parkwayheights.
org to find your best fit!

Specific needs:
• Tribe Leaders: join another youth 

Camp Wesley Pines
You are not too late to register your 
child for Camp Wesley Pines this 
summer! Contact Lesley to let her 
know your child will be attending 
or to inquire about scholarships. We 
will make transportation decisions 
as we get closer to the camp dates.

•  June 28-30 for children entering 
grades 1-3

•  June 28-July 2 for children  
entering grades 4-6

For more information about Camp 
Wesley Pines, the COVID-19 policies 
and procedures and how to register, 
visit wesleypines.com.

The Loft kids met at the University of Southern Mississippi for a fun  
scavenger hunt and pizza picnic on April 25. Thank you, Kenny Christensen, 
for organizing the hunt!

The girls team won 
with the fastest time!

The boys team found 
“something that 

would be located in 
England.”

Everyone celebrated the end 
of the scavenger hunt with a 

pizza picnic!

or adult to lead a small group of 
10 or fewer children through the 
activities and stations at  
Wilderness Escape VBS 

• Snack Coordinator: prepare and 
serve snacks to the children and 
adults participating in Wilderness 
Escape VBS

• Decoration and Costuming 
Coordinator: help create a  
Wilderness Escape set for the 
opening and closing sessions and 
coordinate costumes for  
volunteers and participants

We also need supplies for VBS! 
Lesley is preparing a message board 
in the Atrium with supply needs for 
VBS. Please select a card from the 
board and return the supplies listed to 
Parkway Heights by June 1 

VBS registration will begin for  
children on Monday, May 10.

Loft Zoom Schedule
 

Sunday May 2 @ 4 p.m.
Sunday May 16 @ 4 p.m.
Sunday May 23 @ 4 p.m.

* Loft children will not Zoom on 
May 9 or May 30.*



Mail Room
Dear Friends,

Thank you for your care for me and 
my family during the weeks leading 
up to my father’s death. Your prayers, 
calls, texts, emails and cards were such 
a support, many of them coming at 
just the right time with just the right 
words. We are so grateful to be part of 
a congregation who love each other 
so well not only during the good times 
but also during the hard times. We love 
you.

Julie Collins

Hello Wes,

I hope that this finds you well! Thanks 
again for your generosity and in-kind 
support of our early learners here 
at East Biloxi Head Start through 
Mississippi State University Extension 
through the sharing of eight Easter 
lilies in celebration of our “Growing” 
learning unit! Our preschoolers had the 
coolest time investigating these plants 
from each pollen-dusted, petaled tip 
to the knobby root “finger” bulbs with 
magnifying glasses, sketching and 
comparison to artificial flowers. 

We truly appreciate your help 
in providing hands-on learning 
opportunities for our 3-5-year-old 
Head Start learners. 

With gratitude, 
Ms. McKeehan

Dear Parkway Heights Friends,

Thank you for your faithful, generous 
support of the ministries of Edwards 
Street Fellowship Center! Every day, 
your gifts make a difference in the lives 
of families and individuals across the 
Pine Belt. 

We are relieved to see requests for 
food pantry assistance declining to 
pre-pandemic levels. We pray this is 
an indication that local households 
are returning to more stable financial 
ground. (Of course, pre-pandemic 
levels are heartbreakingly high, 
revealing way too many hungry 
children and adults in our area. Last 
month, our pantry provided nourishing 
groceries to 1,300 households 
representing 4,000 individuals. Those 
are sobering numbers but such an 
improvement from April 2020, when 
the Edwards Street food pantry 
served more than 1,700 households 
representing 5,400 individuals.)

Thank you for your compassion for 
neighbors who are experiencing a 
difficult season of life. Your kindness 
provides the hope of Christ in our 
community!

Blessings, 
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

PHUMC Finances 
 
March 2021 
Income                 $143,794 
Expenses                           $122,212 
Net                                        $21,582 
 
YTD Actual 
Income                 $362,879 
Expenses                           $378,236 
Net                                     $(15,357) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income*                     $- 
Actual Income                 $362,879 
Budget Deficit*             $(362,879) 
 
*Budget not yet approved

Our mission: 
“To connect, equip and 
send people for Christ”

Prayer Concerns 
Cassie Bickham & David Cullop 

Sympathy To... 
- Julie Collins and family on the 
death of her father, Roy Povall

- the family of Frances Burris

- Steve Ramp on the death of his 
wife, Ellen

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Sunday Worship until June 13
9 a.m.: Traditional Service  

in the Sanctuary
10 a.m.: Children’s Time 

on second floor
10:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service in 

Founders Hall & on Facebook

The Open Door Community
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 
Open Door’s Facebook page

WAYS TO GIVE TO PHUMC:

THANK YOU!

Please remember to turn in your 
baby bottles for Hope Clinic by 

Sunday, May. 9. Thank you!


