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A Message from Keith
I meet weekly with a group of pastors to read and discuss 
the upcoming lectionary scriptural texts. We do this as a 
part of our sermon prep, but it also serves as a great time 
of study and fellowship. While discussing a text recently, 
one of the pastors shared a quote that he heard from a 
young cadet in training at the police academy. The cadet 
said, “Motivation comes and goes. Discipline sustains us.”

That’s a remarkably wise statement. Sometimes we 
don’t “feel” like doing things. However, the practice of 
disciplines ensures that life-giving activity continues. The 

early church understood this well. That’s why the season of Lent was a pivotal 
part of the construction of the Christian year. Lent is the season that precedes 
Easter. It lasts 40 days (not counting Sundays) and begins on Ash Wednesday. For 
those in this part of the world, the day after Mardis Gras. 

Lent serves as a reminder that we should practice spiritual disciplines. Some of 
those include regular scripture reading, prayer, fasting, acts of mercy, worship, 
fellowship and quiet time. Traditionally we would surrender things that might 
distract us.

Ultimately, I pray that you will start some new discipline this season. Remember 
that motivation comes and goes even if you don’t “feel” motivated. Discipline 
sustains us. What habit will you begin this season? What distraction do you need 
to surrender? We have 40 days to form a significant pattern of discipline that 
draws us closer to God. 

- Keith Keeton

Keith Keeton

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
April 2 -Palm Sunday  

April 4 - Sanctuary Choir 
Presentation

April 6 - Maundy Thursday

April 7 - Tenebrae Service

April 9 - Easter Sunday

INMISSION
LENTEN PRAYER

EXPERIENCE
As part of our journey 

through Lent, we will offer 
a Lenten Prayer Experience 
as a way for our congrega-
tion to interactively enter 
into Holy Week. Through a 
series of different interac-
tive prayer stations spread 
throughout the church, the 
night will be focused on the 
powerful realities of Jesus’  
“I Am” statements, as we 

take a closer look at his life 
leading up to the events of 

Good Friday and Easter. Plan 
to be with us Sunday, April 

2, between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
for this unique opportunity 
to participate in the power 
of the Lenten season. More 
information to come soon! 

Lenten Worship Series
The disciples confidently followed Jesus. They left their homes. They abandoned 
their careers. They took a risk all for the chance to pursue a remarkable teacher 
with extraordinary power and charisma. As they journeyed, they discovered a 
Jesus who challenged them. What happens when an “all in” people find their 
expectations might conflict with their master? It ultimately leads to the question, 
“Did I sign up for this?” During Lent, we’ll look honestly at what we get when we 
follow Jesus. Are we up for the challenge? Join us on Sundays during Lent as we 
learn from the worship series “All In: Did I Sign Up for This?” 



Rebuilding When a Relationship Ends
A new session of Rebuilding When a Relationship 
Ends will begin Monday, March 27, at 6:45 p.m. at 
Parkway Heights. This program ministers to individ-
uals who are facing the end of a relationship due 
to separation, divorce or death. The workshop is 
held each Monday night for nine weeks. The cost is 
$30, and scholarships are available.  

Call 601.544.7873 or visit parkwayheights.org/home/studies-groups to register or 
for more information. You can also learn more by checking out facebook.com/
divorcegriefrecovery. Free childcare can be provided if requested with registra-
tion by March 13. Please help us spread the word to anyone in the community 
who could benefit from this helpful workshop!

FYI

Above the Noise 
Women’s Spring Retreat 

April 21-22
Longleaf Plantation

At this year’s Spring Retreat, 
Above the Noise, we’ll seek 
to recognize the noise in 
our lives that disturbs us and keeps 
us unable to hear the guiding voice 
of God. We’ll also explore how to rise 
above the noise in order to become 
women who can work with God to 
bring the peace of Christ into our lives 

and the lives of others. 

Rev. Susan Eaton will guide 
our teaching time, and 
singer/songwriter Abbye 
West Pates will be our 
worship leader. The cost 
is $100 and covers meals, 

lodging and all supplies for the 
weekend. 

Register now at parkwayheights.org/
calendar, as space fills up quickly! 
Hope to see you there!

Women’s Ministry Spring Retreat
The Fellowship for 

Recovery and 
 Spirituality

Big changes are happening 
at the Open Door! The Open 
Door Community has re-
launched and is now known 
as THE FELLOWSHIP FOR  
RECOVERY & SPIRITUALITY, 
located at the Open Door, 
2180 Oak Grove Road in  
Hattiesburg. Although every-
one is still welcome, the  
ministry has shifted to focus 
on recovery from drug and 
alcohol addiction. It is a safe 
place where addicts and 
those in recovery can find 
connection to God and  
spirituality. 

The fellowship gatherings are 
now on Tuesday nights at  
7 p.m. The current series is 
“Twelve Steps and Twelve 
Traditions.”

Please help us spread the 
word to anyone who could 
benefit from this ministry. 
Also, we need volunteers! If 
you can help out on Tuesday 
nights, please email Phillip 
Blackwell at phillipblackwell@
parkwayheights.org.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are trained lay people in our congregation who provide dis-
tinctively Christian care to those who are facing life’s challenges. On our website 
(parkwayheights.org/ministries/stephen-ministry), there is a form at the bottom 
of the page, which we encourage you to complete... if you could benefit from 
the care of a Stephen Minister, if you know someone who might benefit from 
the care of a Stephen Minister, if you are interested in learning more about be-
coming a Stephen Minister or if you have any questions about Stephen Ministry.

You can also talk with one of our Stephen Minister leaders: Carolyn Karlovich and 
Julie Collins or email juliecollins@parkwayheights.org. Stephen Ministry is 100% 
confidential. 

Easter Lilies
Orders for Easter lilies will begin on 

Sunday, March 12. You can place a lily in 
church on Easter Sunday in memory or in 

honor of a loved one.



FYI

Several months ago, Susan Eaton 
put out a call for volunteers who 
were interested in starting special 
interest-type small groups. Charles 
Jackson answered the call! Charles 
stepped up and began a running/
discipleship group called “Stay the 
Course” with help from his friend 
Jim Coll. 

Stay the Course first met on 
January 17. Although there have 
been some challenges, such as 
inclement weather and holidays 
like Valentine’s Day, the group is 
still going, with between four and 
eight people attending each week. 
Charles’ group can be considered a 
type of outreach, because most of 
the runners do not attend Parkway 
Heights. 

pandemic, he liked running groups, 
where you could see people eye-
to-eye and get to know them and 
their stories.

If you’d like to learn more about 
Stay the Course, you can reach 
Charles at 601.530.321. The runners 
meet at different locations at  
5:45 p.m. on Tuesdays. Thanks for 
your vision and leadership, Charles!

Small Group Spotlight: Charles Jackson & Stay the 
Course

Charles also still invites anyone inter-
ested to join them. 

“Come on out! You don’t have to 
be a super great runner,” he said. 
“Just go with the flow. Not everyone 
keeps the same pace.” 

The group begins its time by run-
ning, with each person doing what’s 
comfortable for him or her. Then 
they gather together at the end of 
their run to discuss a book study. 
They are currently reading “The Race 
Set Before Us.”

Charles, who has been attending 
Parkway Heights since 2019, says 
running has been a big part of his 
life for 17 years. He also enjoys the 
social aspect of running. During the 

Charles Jackson, back row on the far right, 
and his Stay the Course running group at 

their first meeting

Parenting Teenagers Study to Begin 
March 19

On Sunday, March 19, the Jesus, etc. Sun-
day School class will begin a study about 
parenting teenagers/preteens using the 
book “Age of Opportunity” by Paul Tripp. 
This book will teach parents that they 
don’t have to fear this stage of life. “Age 
of Opportunity” provides Biblical wisdom 
and goals for walking alongside your child.

After several weeks focusing on this book, the class will 
use “Raising Selfless Teens,“  which focuses on the chal-
lenges of technology use by teens.

These parenting studies will be led by several guest 
teachers. Everyone interested is welcome and invited to 
participate! The class meets in Room 305-B at 9:40 a.m. 
on Sundays.

“Embodied Holiness” Returns Soon 
with Season Three
Season three of the “Embodied Holiness’” podcast will air 
Tuesday, March 14, on all podcast platforms. Hosts Lyerly 
Christensen, Susan Eaton and Lindsey Lewis have been 
busy over the past few months recording new episodes 
with special guests.

Each episode of “Embodied Holiness” tackles an everyday 
topic and the specific challenges that come with em-
bodying holiness in that aspect of life. The hosts share 
helpful resources and stories of growth and failure. 

If you need to catch up, you can find 
all seasons at embodiedholiness.
com or wherever you listen to  
podcasts. Also, please be sure to 
leave a review!



FYI

Worship ~ Grow ~ Serve 
Give your hands to serve and your hearts to love.  

 Saint Teresa

One of the best and most meaningful ways to serve 
at Parkway Heights is through the Agape Group. The 
Agape Group provides meals for congregation mem-
bers who are ill or grieving the loss of a loved one. The 
team is contacted as needed throughout the year, so 
there is no set schedule to serve. Please contact Julie 
Collins at 601.544.7873 if you’re interested in serving 
on the Agape Group or sign up in Sunday’s bulletin. 

Not exactly sure where is a good fit to serve at church? 
Any member of our staff is happy to meet with you 
and help you discern where God can best use your 
gifts and skills to make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers. Email juliecollins@parkwayheights.org for more  

information or to meet with a staff member. 

Don’t Miss This Trip to the Holy Land!
Have you ever heard a friend or family member talking 
about a visit to the Holy Land and thought, “Wow! One 
day I want to go there and walk where Jesus walked. 
That’s on my bucket list.” Now you can also experience 
this incredible trip of a lifetime! 

Parkway Heights and the USM Wesley Foundation will 
be taking a group on a trip to 
Israel December 27, 2023-January 
7, 2024. The group will travel from 
one end of Israel to the other, 
seeing everything from Jerusalem 
to the Dead Sea. Although Israel 
is a modern country in places, it 
retains much of the atmosphere that 
makes it easy to connect with what 
it looked like centuries ago. To learn more about this trip, 
contact Susan Eaton at 601.544.7873.

SENIOR ADULTS

Parkway Heights’ last trip 
to Holy Land in 2019

Thank you to everyone who helped 
with our first “Claiborne Heights”  
worship service on February 2!

On Ash Wednesday, Keith Keeton led 
a special service at the Claiborne for 
the residents and friends.

Save the Date!
Senior Adult Vacation Bible School
Monday, Aug. 14 - Wednesday, Aug. 16

9 a.m.-noon in Founders Hall
Rev. Andy Stoddard, guest speaker

LUNCH & FUN VALENTINE’S PARTY
Parkway Heights’ senior adults enjoyed a fun Valentine’s Party on 

February 15 with special entertainment by magician Joseph Harris. 
Updated North of 70 directories were distributed. Additional copies are 

available in the Church Office. 



OUTREACH

USO SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
The Camp Shelby United Ser-
vice Organization is seeking 
volunteers. Volunteers at the 
USO center act as hosts to the 
service members. This involves 
greeting the service members, 
making sure they sign into 
the kiosk, giving them a quick 
tour if it’s their first time in the 
center, signing out video and 
board games and monitoring 
the snack and drink area and 
restocking if needed. There are 
also special events which re-
quire volunteers. In January, the 
slowest month of the year, the 
USO hosted 836 service mem-
bers, and they are on track to 
exceed that number this month.

The USO center’s hours of oper-
ation are volunteer- 
dependent.  The core hours are 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and Saturday-Sunday, 10 a.m.- 
7 p.m.  The hope is to be open 
10 a.m.-10 p.m. by April in order 
to meet the need. Special events 
include:
• Info tables at events on post
• Hosting cookouts for units
• Taking drinks and snacks to 

units in the training areas
• Hosting family day activities
• Supporting family  

Christmas activities
• Bi-monthly Coffee Connec-

tion for spouses 
• Snack drives at local stores
• Summer outdoor movies.

This is a unique and mean-
ingful opportunity to care for 
service members and their 
families. Contact Julie Collins at 
601.544.7873 if you’re interested.

The 35th Annual Friends of Wesley 
fundraiser for the USM Wesley Foun-
dation will be Thursday, March 23, 
5:30-7 p.m., at Main Street UMC, 712 
Main Street, in Hattiesburg. Tickets for 
the event are $5 and can be pur-
chased in the Church Office or online.

This event is a chili 
cook-off among 
the pastors of 
Hattiesburg area 
churches, and 
every dollar raised 

is a vote toward the best cook at the 

event. The cook who raises the most 
money will win the Golden Spoon. 
Donations can be collected ahead 
of time to give each pastor the best 
chance to win and will be collected 
until the night of the event. Susan 
Eaton will be representing Parkway 
Heights this year as our pastor chef!

If you’d like to contribute to Susan’s 
vote ahead of time, mail in a check to 
USM Wesley Foundation, 118  
College Dr., #8251, Hattiesburg, MS 
39406 and memo PHUMC for your 
vote to count.

Friends of Wesley Fundraiser: March 23

Can You Help Deliver 
Meals on Wheels?
Parkway Heights is in need of more 
drivers for Meals on Wheels. This does 
not take a huge time commitment. 
It only takes about 30 minutes to 
deliver meals. Deliveries take place 
on Mondays and Thursdays on your 
own time between 11 a.m. and noon. 
Drivers do not have to deliver every 
day. You can serve on a rotating basis. 
This is an easy way to make a REAL 
difference in the life of a homebound 
person in our community. If you are 
interested or have questions, contact 
Wes Arrington at wesarrington@ 
parkwayheights.org.

Three of our faithful Meals on Wheels delivery 
drivers (Marjorie Cervantes, Lisa Doleac and  
Elizabeth McLaughlin) took valentines made by 
our Children’s Ministry to their meal recipients.

WOODLEY PARTNERSHIP
In February, Parkway Heights 

made donations of several 
books and supplies to Woodley 

Elementary School. Mrs. Seal, 
Woodley’s librarian, said, “Thank 
you so much for your donation! 
We always appreciate the love 
and support we receive from 

Parkway Heights.”

Thank You, Blood Donors
THANK YOU to everyone who do-
nated blood at our blood drive on 
February 19. For the first time in sev-
eral years, we exceeded our donation 
goal! Yay! Way to go, Parkway Heights!

Daniel Mann 
was obviously 
very happy 
to do his part 
and give 
blood at our 
blood drive.



Last Call to Take Part in Honduras 
Mission Trip
Are you interested in international missions? Then we 
want you to be a part of our annual mission trip to 
Honduras this summer! This trip through Baptist Medical 
and Dental Mission International will take place May 27-
June 2, 2023. Time’s running out to sign up! This mission 

provides a variety of services for the 
Honduran people, including medical 
and dental services, a clothing 
ministry, Bible School for children and 
more. For more information, email 
Carolyn Hood at catfishood@aol.com 
as soon as possible.

OUTREACH

Rice and Beans Ministries
Rice and Beans Ministries is currently loading materials 
on a container that will be shipped from the U.S. to Costa 
Rica. The ministry has an Amazon wish list full of materials 
to help children as they begin school and items to help 
with a building project.

School is just getting started in Costa Rica, and RABMIN 
wants to help make this an easier time for parents. Addi-
tionally, the organization is now building its first kitchen 
at its base camp in Costa Rica. It was also able to build a 
small dining facility last year as well. These two new addi-
tions will allow the staff to feed not only their volunteers, 
but also the people in the community. 

If you’d like to help by purchasing items from 
the wish list, you can scan the QR Code at 
right. Thanks for your support!

Heroes Walk for Hope
The annual Heroes Walk for 
Hope to benefit Hope Clinic of 
Hattiesburg will be held Saturday, 
April 22, at the University of 
Southern Mississippi Payne 
Center. Check-in and drawings will 
be 8:30-9 a.m., and the walk will 
begin at 9:15 a.m. To learn more 
and sign up, visit hcfriends.com/
walk-for-hope.

Hope Clinic exists to share Christ-
like love with those in the midst 
of unplanned pregnancies. 
Hope Clinic ministered to over 
330 individuals in 2022. Thirty 
five percent of those served 
were at risk for abortion, and 
approximately 45% of those chose 
life!

March Communion  
Offering for UMCOR
The communion offering collected 
on Sunday, March 5, will go to United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. 
UMCOR is the humanitarian relief 
agency of the United Methodist 
Church. UMCOR comes alongside 
those who suffer from natural or 
human-caused disasters and does 
not take any administrative fees from 
donations. One hundred percent of 
your gift goes directly to assistance. 

To give to this communion offering, 
designate it on the memo of your 
check or place your gift in the 
specially marked offering plates 
outside our worship spaces. You can 
also give online at parkwayheights.
org/give and select “communion 
offering” as the fund. Thank you so 
much for your support!

Food Drive for USM  
Eagle’s Nest 
USM Eagle’s Nest Food Pantry on the 
campus of the University of Southern 
Mississippi is a student-led resource. 
The pantry relies on donations to help 
students, staff and faculty access food 
when the need arises. 

The organization is currently holding 
a food drive until March 25. If you’d 
like to help, you can bring nonperish-
able food items to church, and we will 
deliver them for you. 

Some suggested nonperishable items 
are:
• canned meat
• canned vegetables
• pasta
• soup
• peanut butter
• rice
• oatmeal

Thank you for your help!



YOUTH

March Schedule
March 5 - SN@P Game Night

March 8 - D-Groups

March 12 - SN@P Worship Night

March 15 - D-Groups (optional/
each group decides)

March 19 - NO SN@P (spring 
break)

March 22 - D-Groups (optional/
each group decides)

March 26 - Missions SN@P

ESCAPE ROOM | SUNDAY, FEB. 5 
As our monthly “Fun” SN@P in February, our youth took on the  
challenge of College Town Escape Rooms here in Hattiesburg. We  
rented out all 4 room challenges and divided up in groups to see who 
had the best problem-solving and escaping skills! Props to our high 
school girls group for claiming the victory!

D-Group Speed Dating
Yep, you read it right. Our D-Groups got in the Valen-
tine’s Day spirit with a little speed-dating competition 
to see how well we really knew each other. Each youth 
represented his or her respective D-Group and had to 
remember another youth’s answers to questions he or 
she answered during 30-second interviews with each 
other. If they answered incorrectly, they had to spin the 
Wheel of Heartbreak to determine their fate. We had an 
absolute blast being ridiculous together! Congrats to 
Lee Anne and Nellie’s D-Group for winning dinner!

SUNDAY NIGHTS @ PARKWAY

YOUTH SUPER BOWL PARTY
Our teenagers brought in this 
year’s Super Bowl in style. With 
tailgate foods, an inflatable 
obstacle course, Gaga Ball and 
9-Square, we had a night of fun 
with the game on the big screens.

PRAYER BEADS FOR CLAIBORNE
For our Missions SN@P, our teen-
agers made Lenten Prayer Beads 
for senior adults at the Claiborne. 
Our youth took time to specifi-
cally design, make and pray over 
each strand.

SN@P Worship Series
In addition to the fun activities and 
service projects our youth partici-
pate in each month, our middle and 
high schoolers have also been going 
through a new sermon series in Ephe-
sians centered in the “So Much More” 
of Christ. As we have walked through 
the first few chapters of Paul’s letter, 
our teenagers have been grappling 
with some foundational truths about 
who they are as children and follow-
ers of Christ, as well as how the beau-
tiful grace of the gospel gives us the 
ability to pour out good works into 
the world as evidence of our faith.



LOFT ACTIVITIES

Sixteen of our 5th-6th graders met 
at Hub Lanes for a fun afternoon 
of bowling on February 5! 

Loft kids will volunteer at Edwards 
Street Fellowship Thrift Store (2315 
Lincoln Road) on Saturday, March 
4, from 9 until 10:30 a. m. When 
we are finished, we will travel in 
the church van to Shipley’s for a 
do-nut snack. Pickup will be at 
Shipley’s at 11:15 a.m. Parents, 
please let Lesley know if you can 
chaperone! 

CHILDREN

Easter Egg Hunt
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will 
be held Saturday, April 1, at 3600 
Jamestown Road, the home of Warren 
and Carolyn Hood. Play time on the 
playground will start at 9 a.m., and the 
egg hunt will begin at 10 a.m.

Toddlers through fourth graders are 
invited to hunt eggs, while children in 
fifth and sixth grades are needed to 
help hide eggs. Each child is asked to 
bring one dozen plastic, filled eggs.

Sharing God’s Love on Valentine’s Day
• CRAFTING AT THE CLAIBORNE: Parkway Heights children 

met at the Claiborne on Sunday, Feb. 12, to eat sweet 
treats and make simple valentines with the residents. 

• MEALS ON WHEELS MINISTRY: Children in our third and 
fourth grade Sunday School classes made valentines for our friends in 
the community who receive Meals on Wheels. (see picture on page 6)

• PRESCHOOL VALENTINE TRADITIONS: On Sunday, Feb. 12, children in our 
Preschool Sunday School class delivered valentines to several adult 
Sunday School classes on the third floor. This tradition has been going 
on for quite a few years now - to the delight of the recipients!

Camp Wesley Pines
It’s time to start planning for Camp 
Wesley Pines! Camp Wesley Pines, a 
United Methodist camp and retreat 
center located in Copiah County, 
offers multiple summer camp sessions 
for children of all ages each summer. 
Parkway Heights will coordinate 
transportation to and from camp for 
the following summer camp sessions 
this summer: 
•   Younger Elementary Camp (rising 
2nd and 3rd graders) on July 10-12  
•   Older Elementary Camp (rising  
3rd - 6th graders) on June 26-July 1. 
THIS IS A CORRECTED DATE. 

Register at wesleypines.com by 
March 15 to receive a $50 discount. 
Contact Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org to inquire about 
scholarships.

Save the Date for VBS!
Please reserve June 19-22 for 

Vacation Bible School! Stay tuned 
because we will need volunteers!  

Let Lesley know if you’d like to serve 
on the planning team. 

Preschool Family Play  
Day: March 4
The next Preschool Family Play Day  
will be Saturday, March 4, at 10 a.m. at 
Willie Hinton Park in Petal. Please 
contact Jessie Marshall at 
jessiefmarshall@yahoo.com if you plan 
to come, so that we will have enough 
snacks for all of the kids! 

Lenten Story Gardens
 
Your children are invited to create a story garden by reading a devotional 
and adding an item to their garden each Sunday of Lent and on the special 
days of Holy Week. Be sure to pick up your Lenten Story Garden from Lesley. 



PH HAPPENINGS

WELCOME BACK!
Parkway Heights is excited to welcome back old friends who have joined 
our church as members again. Judy Longstaff joined officially on February 
5. And the Kay family - Jacob, Nikki, Maddy, Audrey and Charlie - joined on 
February 19. We are so excited to have them with us. Please help us  
welcome them all into our Parkway Heights family.

BUILDING COMMUNITY
The Young Adult Sunday School 
class had fun on the evening 
of February 11 with dinner and 
axe throwing. The evening was 
a great way to experience  
fellowship and build communi-
ty with each other. 

SCOUT SUNDAY & “SOUPER” 
BOWL FUNDRAISERS
Scouts in Parkway Heights’  Troop 93 
served at church on Scout Sunday, Feb. 5. 
The Scouts also sold their traditional chili 
on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 12. We appre-
ciate our Scouts for their service, and we 
also want to thank our congregation for 
supporting them!

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Families such as the Nortons  

(pictured at right) received the  
imposition of ashes on Ash 

Wednesday, Feb. 22, in our Ash 
Wednesday Service held with 

Court Street United Methodist 
Church and Westminster  

Presbyterian Church. 

WE’LL MISS YOU, BRELANDS
Sunday, February 19, was a sad day as we 
said, “See you later” to Pam and Tim  
Breland. The Brelands have been a huge 
part of our Parkway Heights family for 
decades. A reception was held for them at 
church to express our love and  
appreciation for all that they have done 
for our church over the years. We’ll miss 
you, Brelands!



Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Mail Room
Friends of Wesley,
 
As the work day was coming to a 
close, I answered the phone and 
heard a young woman in desperate 
need of assistance on the other end 
of the line.

While many of us were spending 
Friday afternoon closing out the week 
and preparing for a long, relaxing 
weekend, this single mother, working 
on her undergraduate degree at USM, 
was trying to survive. In between 
jobs and waiting on a paycheck, she 
needed hope and nourishment in a 
very real way.

As she sat on the couch telling us 
her story, we sensed a deep pride in 
her work and her care for her family. 
She never thought she’d need help 
feeding her child, and she felt defeat-
ed even having to ask. As she went 
through our food pantry, she kept 
saying, “I’m going to pay y’all back. I’m 
going to pay y’all back.”  We explained 
to her that not only did she not need 
to pay us back, but Amber was going 
to take her to the grocery store and 
let her get perishable items to fill up 
her refrigerator on our tab.

She learned that day that grace is a 
free gift we never have to pay back 
- but rather, pay forward to the next 
person she meets that she can help.

I’ve asked her to keep us posted if 
she has other needs, so please be in 
prayer for our continued relationship 
with this student. Later Friday night, 
she sent us this text: “Thank you so 
much for today! We are eating dinner 
tonight because of Wesley.”

Friends of Wesley, we are always here - 
in the heart of campus with a heart for 
campus. When students need a little 
hope, our doors are ready with Chris-
tian hospitality. Thank you for em-

Prayer Concerns
Debi Davenport, Mike Hetrick, 
Virginia Kirkpatrick, Dave Patrick & 
Emily Evans Shepard

Sympathy To... 
• the family of Ben Sloan

• the family of Ginny Entrekin

• Becky Malley, on the death of 
her husband, Pete

powering us to respond with grace 
to students going through difficult 
circumstances.

- Rev. Eric Davis
USM Wesley Foundation

PARKWAY HEIGHTS COMES TO  
RESCUE, again and again and again. 

Our family has been rescued by our 
church family so many times since 
Emily got sick seven years ago. We 
have been surrounded by so many 
cards, flowers, prayers, meals, gift 
cards, quilts, prayer shawls, visits and 
monetary funds to help with medical 
expenses and a place for us to stay. 
What a witness you have been to  
Emily that she is a child of God, and 
she is loved. We are so grateful to be a 
part of such a loving church.

It reminds me of a movie I saw where 
an Amish family’s barn was burning, 
and up over the hill all of his neigh-
bors came running to get the animals 
out of the barn and try to put the fire 
out. The next day hundreds of Amish 
were on the farm, building a new 
barn all in one day. At night when I 
get in bed, I picture our whole church 
coming up over the hill to love and 
comfort us during our heart-breaking 
circumstance. 

We miss all of you so much, but it 
gives us so much peace to be with 
Emily and help with everything she 
needs. You all are a part of her healing 
and ours.

With Much Love,
Dixie, Jeff and Emily

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org  |  601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Founders Hall Service

9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Sanctuary Service
Both worship services are livestreamed on 

various platforms. 

 
The Fellowship for  

Recovery & Spirituality
Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

located at the Open Door 
2180 Oak Grove Road & 

live on their Facebook page

--  REMINDER  --
Daylight Saving time StartS on  

SunDay, march 12. Be Sure to Set 
your clockS aheaD one hour Before 

going to BeD on SaturDay, march 11.


