
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 
Revelation 3:20

When Jesus tapped my 
shoulder back in June of ’93 
telling me he needed me to be 
a United Methodist preacher, 
I was pretty shocked. Having 
graduated from State with 
a marketing degree, I had 
already begun a two-year 
management program that 
was going to give me a fast 
start in the world’s largest 

convenience store supplier. Though I enjoyed the 
people, I quickly spiraled in a sort of seventh level of hell 
disguised as a warehouse with no windows in Lincoln 
County. The only saving grace for me was volunteering 
with the youth ministry in my home church.  

The highlights of my week were helping to plan retreats, 
praying with young people, gassing up the van for the 
next road trip and playing my guitar on Sunday nights. 
By June of  ‘93, the thought kept creeping into my head:  
why am I dreading going to a place that is paying me 
to be there? And why am I finding so much joy making 
a run to the grocery store buying marshmallows, Cokes 
and snacks for UMYF (for free)? Why does my adrenaline 
skyrocket when I crack open a Bible to prepare for the 
devotion? This running conversation in my head petrified 
me. I knew I was on the wrong track taking cigarette 
inventory and sitting in on hourly workers getting fired 
by my manager. What would it look like if I quit this great 

opportunity midstream? Was I imagining God calling 
me to ministry? Was I simply running away from the real 
world?

Jesus’ voice stayed clear, even during this confusing time. 
Six months after I first heard Jesus’ call, I marched in to 
see the CEO of McClain and gave him my resignation. I 
fumbled around trying to explain what was happening 
in my life. He was gracious. A couple months later, the 
position of youth director opened up at Brookhaven First.  
Six months after that, I was walking into my first class at 
Duke Divinity School.  

I’ve wanted to quit a few times along the way. Ordained 
ministry is not for the faint of heart. You fail a lot in this 
business. It’s still incredibly humbling. But I’ve never for 
one minute doubted that God has called me to preach 
the Good News; to call on the sick; to cast a vision for the 
Church; to marry, bury; and to walk with God’s people 
along this journey called “church.” And what a ride it has 
been! I’m closing in on 24 years as the pastor of a church 
and on four years as your lead pastor. I still feel like a 
beginner.  

God may not be calling you to be clergy, but God is 
calling you to something critical. What makes your heart 
race? What kind of service fills your heart with joy? What 
simple act of mission or service helps you to hear God’s 
voice more clearly? Pay attention to the whisper. And do 
more of that. Jesus is calling.  

Peace, 
Bruce

Bruce Case
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INMISSION
When Jesus Calls

It’s Time for Our NEW Worship Schedule!
The big day of Sunday, June 13, is almost here! We’re excited for our Sunday School classes to  
return and begin meeting at their new time: 9:15 a.m. Following Sunday School, our traditional 
and contemporary services will run concurrently at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Founders Hall. 
Our five pastors will rotate preaching in both services. We look forward to worshipping with you!



FYI
Word and Table Service at 8:30 a.m.

More big scheduling news: we are planning to add an 8:30 a.m. worship 
service to our new Sunday morning schedule! We have received enough 
feedback from people lately to show that there is still a need for an early 
morning worship option. 

This service will be a very simple worship experience. It will be a little more 
concise than our two main services at 10:30 a.m. We will have a greeting,  
sermon, song and communion each Sunday. This will be ideal for those 
who work on Sunday or who still need to avoid crowds or who are simply 
“morning people” and prefer to worship earlier. People are also welcome 
to come during the latter part of the service just for communion. We are 
working hard to design this service now. 

This “Word and Table” service will begin in mid-July. Thank you for your 
patience as we continue to plan for our new Sunday morning schedule! We 
are excited about 9:15 a.m. Sunday School and our two main services that 
will take place at 10:30 a.m.! And we are still on schedule to begin these on 
June 13!

Wholehearted
This summer, get ready for sermons 
that will help you tackle the dark 
emotions that get in the way of 
leading a fuller life. God calls us to a 
wholehearted life, but when we walk 
that path, we often get in our own 
way. We will face the demons head on 
and find out how we can get to the 
other side as we look to Christ. 

From June 13 to July 25, in our 
Wholehearted series, we’ll explore 
authenticity, self-compassion, trust-
ing faith, play and rest, meaningful 
work and gratitude as we answer 
three questions. Can anyone create a 
wholehearted life? What does it take 
to cultivate what we need? What gets 
in the way? See you June 13!

PLEASE NOTE: 
WE WILL ONLY HAVE ONE 

WORSHIP SERVICE ON SUNDAY, 
JULY 4, IN FOUNDERS HALL

AT 10:30 A.M. 

June’s Communion 
Offering
Our communion offering collected 
during the month of June will go 
to the mission offering given at the 
Mississippi UMC Annual Conference. 
This year’s mission fund will be 
directed toward Mississippi disaster 
relief. 

To give to this fund, you can designate 
it on your check and/or place it in the 
special collection plates outside the 
Sanctuary or Founders Hall. You can 
also give at parkwayheights.org/give 
and select “communion offering” as 
the fund. Thank you!

Ordering of Ministry Service for Wes Ingram & Katie Giedd
In the United Methodist Church, a person officially becomes clergy when he 
or she is commissioned. Then begins a three-year “Residency in Ministry” (RIM) 
where the clergy meets regularly with conference leadership and others going 
through the RIM process. At the completion of residency, clergy must go 
through interviews with the Board of Ordained Ministry and answer theological 
questions. Once those are complete, clergy are then recommended by the Board 
of Ordained Ministry for ordination, voted on during the clergy session at Annual 
Conference and finally ordained as a member in full connection as either an 
elder or a deacon at Annual Conference. 

Wes Ingram has completed his Residency in Ministry and will be ordained on 
June 11. Former Parkway Heights member Katie Giedd was commissioned 
last year, but the service was postponed due to COVID-19. The ordination and 
commissioning service during Annual Conference will be livestreamed this year 
on Friday, June 11, at 6 p.m. To watch the service live, visit christunitedjxn.online.
church. Congrats, Wes and Katie! We are so proud of both of you!

Men’s Gathering
Our Men’s Ministry invites all men 

for burgers and fellowship on 
Monday, June 28, at 5:30 p.m. at Ed’s 
Burger Joint. All men are welcome! 

Invite a friend!



FYI

Dr. Doug Rouse
Congratulations also go to 
Dr. Doug Rouse for being 
named Hattiesburg’s Distin-
guished Citizen by the Pine 
Burr Area Council of Boy 
Scouts of America. This honor 
is awarded to someone in our 
community who represents 
the Scout Oath and the Scout 
Law. Dr. Rouse will receive his 
award during a ceremony on 
June 10.

MEMBERS MAKING THE NEWS

Beth Folkes 
We’d like to wish a big 
“congratulations” to Beth 
Folkes for recently being 
named  Teacher of the Year 
at Lumberton Elementary 
School. Beth is the fourth 
and fifth grade special  
education/ inclusion  
teacher at Lumberton. Way 
to go, Beth!

Dr. Aubrey Lucas 
Dr. Aubrey Lucas has been 
honored by his hometown of 
State Line with the naming of 
a street after him. On May 22, 
a recognition ceremony was 
held for Dr. Lucas, who served 
as president of the University 
of Southern Mississippi for 21 
years. He also received a key 
to the city from State Line’s 
mayor. Congrats, Dr. Lucas!

Communication Reminders
We have several different ways we communicate with our congregation. Sometimes, it might be a bit confusing. Here’s an 
overview to help keep track of the systems we use.

OUR WEBSITE: PARKWAYHEIGHTS.ORG
• Our site contains a great deal 

of information about Parkway 
Heights.

• Anyone 
can view 
videos 
of past 
services, 
look 
over our 
calendar of events and read 
copies of past newsletters, etc.

• It also gives a great deal of helpful 
information for visitors, such as 
frequently asked questions, a list 
of Sunday School classes and 
small groups and descriptions of 
our outreach efforts.

CHURCH TEXTS
• Our Children’s and Youth 

Ministries use group texting 
systems to reach specific groups.

(1) Search for Parkway Heights 
United Methodist Church in the 
app store on your device. (2) Text 
PHUMC APP to 833.767.1638.  
(3) Visit parkwayheights.org/
contact-us to get a download link.

• Once you download our app, be 
sure to sign up for notifications 
to be sent to your phone. We 
occasionally send important 
announcements and reminders 
about special services.

• The app is useful because 
you can use it to access 
myParkwayHeights and view our 
membership directory right from 
your phone, give online, check 
our calendar and more.

• Our app is handled through a 
company called Pushpay. Through 
Pushpay, we also have a text-to-
give number. If you text PHUMC 
GIVE to 833.767.1638, you will be 
directed through steps to give 
securely through your mobile 
device.

MYPARKWAYHEIGHTS
• This is our private online database 

to which only church members 
and regular visitors have access. 

• Log in at: parkwayheights.
ccbchurch.com. (Don’t use “www” 
at the beginning.) 

• Don’t remember your log-in 
info? Contact Avril Sword in the 
Church Office at avrilsword@
parkwayheights.org. 

• MyParkwayHeights allows you to 
complete registration forms for 
events such as VBS or retreats, 
check your giving history, access 
your serving opportunities and 
view a detailed church calendar. 

• You can also access 
myParkwayHeights through our 
app!

OUR MOBILE APP
•     Download our   
    mobile app in   
   several ways. 



Senior Adult Game Day Is Back!
GLORY Club Game Day for  
senior adults is held each  
Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 3 
p.m. on the third floor. Every-
one is welcome to come play 
cards and dominoes.

FYI

Jesus, etc.
Room 305-B  l  Teachers: Rotating
Age: 30s-40s

New Dynamics
Room 317  l  Teacher: Clint Gill
Age: 40-80+

Seekers
Room 315  l  Teachers: Jeff Evans & 
Bettie Ross  l  Age: Cross-generational

Young Adults
Room 305-A  l  Teachers: David & Mary 
Godbold  l  Age: 20s-40s

Becomers
Room 316  l  Teacher: Warren Hood
Age: 60+

Be Still
Room 311  l  Teachers: Sara Miller & 
Ellen Bevon  l  Any age welcome

Disciple
Room 314  l  Age: Range of older 
adults

Fidelis
Room 306-A & Zoom option
Teachers: Oliver Brown, Janan Clark, 
Larry Hogue & Jim Robertson
Age: Retired

Friendship
Room 302-A  l  Teachers: Rotating
Age: Retired

GPS
Room 302-B  l  Teacher: Vicki 
Kibodeaux  l  Age: 50+

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Sunday School for all ages returns on Sunday, June 13, at 9:15 a.m. If you have never been a part of a Sunday School class or 
haven’t been active in awhile, now is a great time to start! We encourage you to visit different classes to find one that’s right 
for you! Below is a list of classes that are meeting this summer. The age ranges are approximate and only for reference; all 
ages are welcome in any class.

United Methodist Women News
Parkway Heights’ two United Methodist Women circles 
continue to be active in our church. The Outreach Circle 
meets in person on the first Thursday of each month at 
2 p.m. in the Fireside Room, although they will not meet 
in July. The Bevill-Vickery Circle meets via Zoom on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m.

On Thursday, June 3, the Outreach Circle hosted 
guest speaker Abigail Lenz Allen with the Hattiesburg 
Community Arts Center. The circle enjoyed Lenz Allen’s 
presentation about arts programs for children in the 

Hattiesburg area. Also present was 
Hattiesburg Ward 4 Councilperson 
Mary Dryden.

Pictured at left are Dixie 
McDougald, circle chairperson; 
Abigail Lenz Allen; and Mary 
Dryden. All women interested in 
UMW can email June Pegues at 
japegues2@gmail.com.

Can You Serve as a Sunday Driver?
We have some members who will need transportation 
assistance on Sunday mornings when our new worship 
schedule begins on June 13. Can you serve as a driver?

Drivers serve on a rotating basis, picking up riders at 8:45 
a.m. and taking them home following worship. Drivers 
will need to have a background check and provide proof 
of insurance. If you are interested in serving in this way, 
please contact Julie Collins at 601.544.7873 or email 
juliecollins@parkwayheights.org. Thank you!



PH HAPPENINGS

Our security team, greeters and hosts took 
part in security training led by the Forrest 
County Sheriff’s Office on April 28.

On May 8, Owyn Samuel Thomas, 
son of John and Vi Thomas and 

grandson of Margaret Thomas, was 
baptized by Bruce Case in a private 

ceremony.

Also on May 6, we thanked the teachers 
and staff at Hattiesburg High School with a 

teacher appreciation breakfast.

Scout Troop 93, sponsored by Parkway 
Heights, recognized eight new Eagle Scouts 
during a Court of Honor ceremony on May 
10. Our own GG Tisdale was one of the 
Scouts earing his Eagle rank. Congrats, GG!

The self-proclaimed “Weird Women”: Marge 
Cervantes, Helen Moss, Cheryl Mueller, Dixie 
McDougald and Micky Chapman (not  
pictured) have been part of a longtime 
band. They recently visited the Mississippi 
Aquarium together.

Our Church Council met in the Sanctuary on 
May 24 for a time of conversation, planning 

and visioning.

We were happy to have another baptism 
on May 16 for Rivers Kathryn Robertson, 

daughter of Ryan and Lauren and little sister 
of Marion Robertson. 

Parkway Heights honored the teach-
ers and staff at Woodley Elementary 
School with a teacher appreciation 

lunch on May 6.

Our Men’s Ministry gathered for 
good food and fellowship at Gold 

Post on May 27.



Summer SN@P 

June 13 @ 5 p.m. - at the 
   home of Jack and Julia Farris

June 20 - NO SN@P due to  
   Father’s Day

June 27 - Scavenger Hunt  
   (host home needed)

July 4 - NO SN@P -  Happy  
   Independence Day!

July 11 @ 5 p.m. - at the  
   Hattiesburg Racquet Club

July 18 @ 5 p.m. - at the  
   home of Caroline Morris

Congratulations to Our High School Seniors!
Parkway Heights honored our graduating high school seniors with a special 

service on Sunday, May 2. Please continue to keep these young people in your 
prayers as they make this important transition in life.

Riley Morris and his family 
during the Senior Sunday 
meal

Kidnap Retreat
Eight “kidnapees” were  

welcomed into our youth 
group with the traditional  
Kidnap Retreat June 4-7 in 

Gulf Shores, AL.

Seventh grader Marleigh  

Christensen was “kidnapped.”

Everyone prayed over the new seventh 
and eighth graders during the retreat.

Over 60 youth and adults 
took part in the Kidnap 
Retreat. During the 
retreat, the students tie 
dyed T-shirts. 

YOUTH

Elijah Sellers and his 
family during the 

Senior Sunday meal

Wes Ingram and the 10 high school seniors 
on Senior Sunday

CRAWFISH BOIL: On Sunday, May 16, 
our youth celebrated the end of the 
school year with a crawfish boil.

WATCH YOUR EMAIL, FACEBOOK 
AND INSTAGRAM FOR SOME OTHER 
ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE PROJECT 

OPPORTUNITIES THROUGHOUT 
THIS SUMMER!



CHILDREN

PENTECOST SUNDAY
Our children participated in a special Pentecost presentation in both worship services on Sunday, May 23.

Camp Wesley Pines
Several of our children will be 
attending Camp Wesley Pines June 
28-July 2. The older elementary camp 
is full, but there are a few openings 
in the three-day younger elementary 
camps to be held June 28-30 and 
June 30-July 2. Please register two 
weeks before camp at wesleypines.
com. Contact Lesley to let her know 
you’ll be attending or inquire about 
scholarships. Lesley will coordinate 
transportation for the group.

On Pentecost, Bruce challenged everyone to fly 
a red streamer to demonstrate the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Levi Shows tied his to his bike!

Children prepared to process to the front of the 
Sanctuary during the 9 a.m. service on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 23.

Children paraded on to the stage during the  
contemporary service in Founders Hall on  
Pentecost Sunday.

L FT
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PARTY
for all rising 5th & 6th graders

Saturday, June 19  /  4-6:30 p.m.
the home of Tim & Pam Breland
6758 Hwy. 98, Hattiesburg 39402

rsvp to Lesley ellison

Sunday School Returns!
Sunday School starts on Sunday, June 13, at 9:15 
a.m. Children will start in their Sunday School classes 
corresponding with the 2021/2022 school year. You 
should have received a postcard in the mail with your 
child’s Sunday School teaching team and room number. 

Preschool children will check in on the first floor 
and meet in the Early Encounters/nursery wing. 
Kindergartners through sixth graders will check in and 
meet on the second floor. Kindergarten-fourth grade will 
meet as a large group before splitting into smaller classes. 

PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE: Parents will need to sign 
in their kids using clipboards at the Children’s Welcome 
Desk. Kindergartners-fourth graders will then proceed to 
the “big room” at the end of the hall, and fifth and sixth 
graders will go directly to the “Loft” Room.

Time for VBS!
Wilderness 
Escape 
Vacation 
Bible School 
is June 14-17! 
Wilderness 
Escape promises to be an 
exciting journey with the 
Israelites! Kids entering Pre-K 
through sixth grade are invited! 
Please register in advance. 
Find the link on Facebook or 
parkwayheights.org. 

Preschool Splash Pad Day
Preschoolers and their parents will 
meet at Paul B. Johnson State Park 
splash pad on Saturday, July 24, 
at 10 a.m. We have reserved the 
pavilion behind the splash pad and 
will have some summer snacks and 
drinks available. Admission to the 
park is $2 per person over age 5; 
additional admission to the splash 
pad is $6 per child. Please contact 
Lesley Ellison if you have questions.



Prayer Concerns 
David Cullop, Susan Donohue, Anne 
Hutto, Jean Jordan and Tommy Ross

Sympathy To...
- Bobbie Marshall on the death of 
her husband, Earl 

- Liz Payne on the death of her 
husband, Larry 

- Debbie Carlisle on the death of her 
husband, Bill

Praise ...
- for the birth of Noah Alexander 
Doleac, born to Alex and Hannah 
Doleac on May 17, 2021. 

- for the birth of Erin Adair Freeman, 
born to Will and Caroline Freeman 
on May 28, 2021.

PHUMC Finances 
 
April 2021 
Income                          $110,556 
Expenses                       $161,719 
Net                                  $(51,163) 
 
 YTD Actual 
Income                          $473,435 
Expenses                       $539,954 
Net                                  $(66,519) 
 
 YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income*      $- 
Actual Income              $473,435 
Budget Deficit*          $(473,435) 
 
 
*budget not yet approved

Our mission:“To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
9:15 a.m.: Sunday School

10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in  
Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in 

Founders Hall & live on Facebook

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

Our Pastoral Staff
Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

You can reach any of our staff via email 
by using first name last name @  

parkwayheights.org. (ex: brucecase@
parkwayheights.org)


