
else is 
coming. 
You’ve 
opened 
the door 
on a blind 
date (or 
even 
worse, an 
arranged 
marriage). 
Glenda 
Corley, a wonderful clergy spouse in 
this Conference, occasionally joked, 
“God is just as surprised the day after 
appointments as everyone else.”

This blind date is a moment of anxiety. 
Did God do it? Will it work? Is it a good 
fit? These are all perfectly normal 
feelings, but the door’s been open. 
We’re going on this date together. 
All that’s left now is the challenging 
but rewarding work of discovery. I am 
excited to be one of your pastors. I 
believe in the prayer and discernment 
of the cabinet and bishop, and I don’t 
think I’d be coming here if God wasn’t 
going to teach us all something and 
accomplish something beneficial for 
the church and community. 

What makes first dates successful? 
It’s pretty simple: hope and a spirit 
of charity (the benefit of the doubt). 
These two attitudes transform those 
initial moments into phenomenal 
possibilities. I look forward to sharing 
those possibilities with you. 

- Keith
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In my teenage years, college years 
and young adulthood, I simultane-
ously experienced two contradictory 
emotions: excitement and terror. It 
seems difficult to imagine, but one 
can happily anticipate and dread 
something concurrently. What is this 
enchanted place of terror and eupho-
ria? I can tell you in two words: first 
dates. As handsome and charming as 
I am (where’s the sarcasm font), my 
nerves were always shot five min-
utes into the date. Will she enjoy the 
experience? Did I pick the best shirt? 
Should I have said that? Did I choose 
the right restaurant? Have I talked too 
much? What’s she thinking? I overan-
alyzed every action to get clues about 
the progress and success of the date. 

New appointments in the Unit-
ed Methodist Church are a lot like 

Keith Keeton and family

first dates. They are exciting and 
nerve-wracking. I recently participat-
ed in onboarding with your staff and 
some congregation members. It’s 
a new process that the Conference 
requires for transitioning pastors and 
churches. In those moments, the 
strategy seeks to accelerate the “get-
ting-to-know-each-other” time. Think 
of it like speed dating. The church 
asks lots of questions and gets to hear 
my answers. The number one ques-
tion each time seemed to continue 
the previous dating questions. I will 
poorly summarize some of them.

Where did you grow up? Where did 
you get your education? Where have 
you worked? What’s your philosophy 
on ministry? What do you think about 
the Methodist church issues? What’s 
your vision for the church? How will 
you work with us?

The ultimate question, to which all 
others press, in dating or preacher 
transitions, was written in large letters 
on the note paper stuck to the wall: 
“Will it be a good fit?” I wasn’t sur-
prised that this question was asked in 
the staff and laity sessions. 

I answered your staff and leaders with 
resounding confidence and insecuri-
ty.  “I hope so, but who knows?”

The truth seemed like the best route. I 
will tell you this. It’s okay to be excited 
and terrified at the same time. You 
love your church and want it to suc-
ceed. You loved Bruce and his many 
gifts and leadership. Now, someone 

A Message from Lead Pastor Keith Keeton

NOTES ABOUT JULY 3
• Sunday, July 3, will be the first 

Sunday for Keith Keeton.

• On that day, we will NOT have 
an 8:30 a.m. worship service.  

• Sunday School will still meet 
from 9:40-10:30 a.m. 

• At 10:45 a.m. on July 3, we 
will worship in a combined 
service in Founders Hall and 
live on Facebook.



FYI

Getting to Know Keith

Parkway Heights welcomes Rev. Keith Keeton; his 
wife, Emily; and their children, Ava, Kate Rivers and 

Asher, to our church family. Keith, who holds a Master 
of Divinity from Memphis Theological Seminary and a 
bachelor’s degree in music education from Ole Miss, is 
originally from Morton. He comes to us from Senatobia 
First United Methodist Church, where he served for six 
years. 

Here are few fun facts about Keith in his own words...

FAMILY? 
Emily teaches first grade and got her degree from 
Delta State University. She will be teaching at Petal Pri-
mary School. She enjoys traveling. Ava will be in ninth 
grade, Kate Rivers in sixth and Asher in second grade.

FAVORITE/LEAST FAVORITE FOODS? 
My favorite food is cheeseburgers, and my least favor-
ite is chicken on a bone. (I am from the chicken capital 
of the world.) Side note: Emily does not enjoy cheese-
burgers as much as I do. Churches often lump her in 
with my peculiar eating habits.

HOBBIES OR INTERESTS? 
Photography. I love computers and technology. In fact, 
I use three computer monitors for my computer at 
work. Despite my love of technology, I remember the 
“before time.” Should all computers be destroyed, I still 
know how to use an encyclopedia and phone book. 

FAVORITE VACATION? 
Anywhere I can take pictures. My favorite recently was 
New York. I also loved visiting Pacific National Park in 
Washington and Lake Louise in Canada.

DO YOU HAVE ANY PETS? 
Two cocker spaniels: Lady and Lucy

INTERESTING INFO? 
I have an identical twin named Kevin. He’s a critical 
care pulmonologist. He’s lived and practiced in Jack-
son; Hattiesburg; and Kalispell, MT. He currently lives in 
Colorado Springs.

I am a euphonium (baritone) player, and I played in the 
Ole Miss marching band.

EMBARRASSING/FUNNY MOMENTS AS A PASTOR? 
My identical twin loves to speak in churches as a lay 
speaker. When he was still in Mississippi, that could 
cause me problems. His philosophy on preaching was, 
“if you make them mad, they’ll remember it.” Once 
when preaching in Morton, I insisted that he inform 
the congregation before his sermon that he was not 
“the preacher one.” It was a good thing to insist since 
one of the older men told me I could speak anytime 
but not to let my brother preach there again.

This confusion has also caused me trouble at hospitals. 
I got accosted for being rude coming out of a restroom. 
After being thoroughly scolded, we figured out that 
she had worked in the ICU with my brother. Now I just 
pretend to be a doctor when I go to hospitals.

WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD TO? 
I am most looking forward to the heat of Hattiesburg. 
I am constantly cold. I prefer June, July and August 
because of the stifling heat. I will appreciate the 10- 
degree difference in the average heat from Senatobia 
to Hattiesburg. 

Regarding the church and ministry, I am looking 
forward to preaching to a congregation that doesn’t 
know all of my illustrations yet. (ha!)

Keith shared 
this infamous 
photo of  
himself (which 
he says has a 
story behind 
it).

TO HELP KEITH GET TO KNOW NAMES 
AND FACES, WE WILL WEAR NAME TAGS 
EACH SUNDAY MORNING IN JULY. 
PLEASE STOP IN THE  
ATRIUM EACH SUNDAY 
TO MAKE YOURSELF A  
NAME TAG. THANKS!



FYI
Looking for a Sunday School Class?
Parkway Heights has nine adult Sunday School classes that meet from 9:40-10:30 
a.m. on Sundays. There’s a spot for everyone! Find a list of classes in the Atrium or 
on our website at parkwayheights.org.

On Sunday, July 10, the Young Adult Sunday School class will begin a new study, 
“Parenting,” by Paul David Tripp. Everyone is invited to participate - even if you 
don’t have kids! The class meets in Room 305-A and is led by Mary and David 
Godbold.

Serving at Parkway Heights
Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’ 
(Martin Luther King)

Parkway Heights has a variety of opportunities to serve. Not exactly sure where is 
a good fit? Any member of our staff is happy to meet with you and help discern 
where God can best use your gifts and skills to make a difference in the lives of 
others. Contact Julie Collins (juliecollins@parkwayheights.org) for information or to 
meet with a staff member.

SENIOR ADULT NEWS

Lunch & Fun
Thursday, July 21
10:30 a.m. - noon

All adults 55+ are invited to 
our next Lunch & Fun. Our new 
pastor, Keith Keeton, will join 
us for lunch and fellowship. 
Lunch will be catered by Sweet 
Peppers Deli. Please check 
the Sunday worship bulletin 
to make your reservation to 
attend.

Fall Prevention Class

Coming in August... Look for 
more information soon!

Stephen Ministry Reminder
Stephen Ministers are trained lay people who provide distinctively Christian 
care to those in our congregation who are facing life’s challenges. If you need 
someone to listen without judgment, encourage you and pray with and for you, 
please contact Julie Collins at 601.544.7873 or juliecollins@parkwayheights.org. 
Stephen Ministry is a 100% confidential ministry.

July Communion Offering
The communion offering collected 
Sunday, July 3, will go to our partner-
ship with Hattiesburg High School. 
Throughout this partnership, we have 
supported the HHS band, provided 
teacher appreciation meals and more. 

You can designate your gift on your 
check or place it in the marked plates 
outside our worship spaces. You can 
also give at parkwayheights.org/give 
and select “communion offering” as 
the fund. Thank you!

Parkway Heights volunteers served the HHS band 
meals in the fall of 2021.

Peru Mission Trip Commissioning
On July 10, we will commission a team of 19 children, youth and adults from our 
church on a mission trip to Peru through Living Missions Peru. Wes Ingram will 
return to lead this trip, which was originally planned for 2020 but was postponed 
due to the COVID pandemic. 

The team of volunteers will hold a Vacation Bible School, a mini youth retreat 
and health clinics with people in the mountains of Cusco, Peru. They will also 
perform some construction projects.

Please be in prayer for this group as they serve as the hands and feet of Christ.



YOUTH

A Note to Our Congregation from Alex
To My Parkway Heights Church Family: 

I am honored and elated to join this phenomenal staff as your new director 
of Youth and Family Ministries. Although I have been an active member of 
Parkway Heights for many years, I am excited to step into this new role to 
serve this church body in a new capacity.  

When I think of my journey into full-time ministry, I think of how faithful 
God has been in providing mentors and counsel to shepherd me in His 
direction. As early as my own teenage years, I have been blessed and 
equipped with people who have poured into me and built me up in faith. 
Parkway Heights has been that pillar of God’s faithfulness for most of my 
adult life, providing me with a community that has supported, empowered 
and challenged me to lean into who God is and who I am called to be in 
response. I am humbled to serve this church and walk alongside you. 

As I begin to steer our Youth Ministry, I 
do so knowing how powerful the work 
of the holy spirit is in the lives of our 
teenagers. Although our students are 
growing up in more ways than one, the 
most significant growing up that any 
person does is growing up in Christ. I 
believe that Youth Ministry is at the heart 
of that growing-up process, where teen-
agers begin to wrestle with their faith 
and experience God personally. It is my 
hope that our students will know Park-
way Heights is a place that welcomes their doubts, fears, joys and struggles 
as the raw materials for spiritual growth. Our job as adult mentors is to love 
them through every step of their process and equip them with the tools to 
use life’s resources as means to draw closer to God in every circumstance. 
I look forward to pressing on in that direction as we continue to see what 
God has in store for our youth this summer and upcoming school year. 

If you are someone who has always wondered what working with youth 
looks like, I challenge you to let me be your excuse to get involved. We 
would love the opportunity to plug you into all that our young people are 
doing at Parkway. From Sunday nights to Wednesday Night D-Groups to 
youth trips and retreats, there are always spots for adult volunteers who are 
ready and willing to love and support our students. Even still, I ask our en-
tire membership to remember all of our youth in your thoughts and prayers 
as we all begin to transition into this new church season together. 

In Christ, 
Alex

Welcome on Board, Alex!
Alex Doleac began his new role as 
director of Youth and Family Ministries 
on June 26, and we are thrilled to 
have him join our staff.

Alex, the son 
of Donnie and 
Lisa Doleac, 
was born 
and raised in 
Hattiesburg. 
He graduated 
from Presby-
terian Chris-
tian School 
in 2010. He 
attended The 

University of Southern Mississippi as 
a student athlete on the men’s tennis 
team and graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in interdisciplinary studies 
in 2014, with a primary emphasis in 
architectural engineering technology 
and secondary emphases in religion 
and psychology. While in college, 
Alex served as an intern for our Youth 
Ministry for two years.

Alex continued his education at 
Southern Miss, earning a Master of 
Science in economic development 
and tourism in 2015. He went on to 
work in economic development at 
The Area Development Partnership in 
Hattiesburg and The Baldwin County 
Economic Development Alliance in 
South Alabama. In 2019, Alex moved 
back to Hattiesburg and began work-
ing for Doleac Electric Company, Inc. 
as a project manager/estimator before 
pursuing a call to ministry. 

Alex and his wife, Hannah, live in West 
Hattiesburg with their 13-month-old 
son, Noah. Alex is also a commercial 
and lifestyle photographer and still 
enjoys playing tennis from time to 
time.

Alex, Hannah and Noah 
Doleac

Flashback photo from June 2014: Alex 
wrapped up two years of serving as a 

Youth Ministry intern with a pool party.



YOUTH

Kidnap Retreat 2022

Over the weekend of June 3-6, 57 youth and adult leaders attended the traditional Kidnap Retreat in Ocoee, TN, 
to welcome the rising seventh graders into the youth group. The group had a great time competing in the PH 
Olympics, playing at Lake Awesome, whitewater rafting, worshipping God and getting to know each other better.

The group enjoyed two trips  
rafting down the Ocoee River.

Wes Ingram sent many kids flying on “the 

blob” on Lake Awesome.
our youth group at Ocoee Retreat Center

Coffee or Lunch with Alex
Throughout the month of July, Alex 
Doleac invites all of our youth to 
join him for coffee or lunch to chat 
and get to know each other better. 
The times are come-and-go, so the 
students can drop by at their conve-
nience. Mark your calendars!

THURSDAY, JULY 7
T-Bones: noon-2 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 14
Newk’s: noon-2 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 21
The Depot: noon-2 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 28
PJ’s Coffee: noon-2 p.m.

July SN@P
July 3 - No SN@P - Happy 
   Independence Day!

July 10 - at the home of  
   Connor & Cela Batson

July 17 - at the home of  
   Leighton Jones

July 24 - TBD

July 31 - at the home of  
   Donnie & Lisa Doleac

Alex Doleac’s first SN@P as youth director was 
June 26, at the home of Caroline Morris.

SN@P SNAPS

SN@P on June 12 was hosted by the Hroms at Big 
Bay Lake.



CHILDREN

PENTECOST SUNDAY
On Pentecost Sunday, June 5, our 
children participated in a Pentecost 
parade in both services by processing 
with red streamers.

Sunday School Teachers Needed!
We want to express our thanks to the many volunteers who have served and 
continue to serve as children’s Sunday School teachers. You are a blessing to our 
children! Sadly, after serving for many, many years, several of our most consistent 
teachers are stepping away to serve at Parkway Heights in other areas this fall. As 
a result, we have a pressing need at this time for teachers to serve in Children’s 
Sunday School. 

We are asking everyone to please consider serving alongside 
a co-teacher one or more times a month. Teaching materials 
are “provided and prepped,” so it’s not a difficult job. Teachers 
are expected to read over the lesson, show up and share the 
love of God with our kids! Please call or text 601.467.5440 or 
email lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org to learn more about 
serving as a Children’s Sunday School teacher! 

Blessing of the Backpacks and Promotion Sunday
This year we will celebrate and pray for our children in both services on Sunday, July 
31, with our annual “Blessing of the Backpacks” as they begin a new school year. 

July 31 will also mark the date of a new year of Sunday School. Prior to that day,  
parents will receive an email with information about their child’s class and room  
number. Please contact Lesley if you have any questions or don’t receive notification. 

Acolyte Training
Is your third through sixth grade child interested in 
serving as an acolyte in the 10:45 Sanctuary service this 
school year? If so, please plan to bring him or her to an 
acolyte interest/training meeting on either Sunday, July 
17, OR Sunday, Aug. 7, at 9 a.m. Each training will last 
about 20 minutes. Returning acolytes are not required to 
attend, but may choose to if desired.

Camp 
Wesley 
Pines
Parkway Heights 
sent four camp-
ers (Kylie Cogh-
lan, Lila Beth Ras-
berry, Meredith 
Lee and Kabry 
Lewis) to Camp 
Wesley Pines in June. Darcie Mann and Aliegha Ogden 
will be attending the younger elementary camp July 11-
13; please keep these girls in your prayers! Contact Lesley 
Ellison at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org if your child 
is registered to attend camp at Wesley Pines July 11-13, 
and you would like for him/her to ride on the church van 
to camp. We are thankful for these opportunities for our 
children to attend Christian summer camp! 

Camp Wesley Pines campers were ready to load 
the van and head to summer camp!Preschool Splash Day

Parents of preschoolers, you and your families are invited 
to join us on Saturday, July 30, from 10 a.m. to noon for 
Preschool Splash Day in the Berry House yard. Please 
watch for more details about this annual, fun event!

If you would like to receive communication via GroupMe 
about our monthly gatherings, contact Lesley Ellison.



PH HAPPENINGS
NEW MEMBERS
We were 
excited to have 
Phillip and  
Megan Burkes 
join as new 
members on 
June 5. Please 
help us  
welcome them 
to our Parkway 
Heights family!

FAREWELL RECEPTION FOR BRUCE AND WES
On Sunday, June 12, our congregation hosted a farewell reception for 
Bruce Case and Wes Ingram for their years of service and love to Parkway 
Heights. We’ll miss you, Bruce and Wes!

CONGRATS!
Big congratulations go to 

our own Emmie Perkins for 
winning Miss Mississippi on 
June 25. We are so proud of 
you, Emmie! She is pictured 

at right with her parents, 
Lori and David, and sister, 

Sadie Perkins.

NEW BEGINNINGS
The church staff 

held their first 
weekly staff 

meeting with Keith 
Keeton and Alex 

Doleac on June 28.  

CHILDREN
A Note from Lesley about VBS

This year, we truly had a “Monumental”  VBS! How wonderful to see our con-
gregation come together to “steep” our children in the amazing love of God 
and to celebrate our risen Savior! This year, our children learned about trust-
ing God in all circumstances through Joseph’s epic story of redemption and 
reconciliation. 

During VBS, we learned to look for “God sightings” in our everyday lives. I 
saw God at work in our many adult and youth volunteers - what a blessing 
you are! I love to see you all serving alongside one another and making new 
connections with our children and with each other. Thank you also to ev-
eryone who provided VBS supplies or helped with decorations in the days 
leading up to VBS. It certainly does “take a village” to put on a VBS! 

LOFT NEWS

Loft Service Project
Loft children met on June 5 to make 
necktie rattlesnakes for “Rattlesnake 
Ridge” at VBS. Thank you to everyone 
who donated ties!

Swim Party
All rising 5th-6th graders are invited to 
a swim party at the home of Pam and 
Tim Breland on July 24, 4-6:30 p.m.

Madeline Werle (left) and Mason Jones (right) 
showed off their necktie rattlesnakes.

Our youth  
volunteers like  

Julia Farris and 
Sophi Reed were a 

huge help!

We had a terrific 
week at VBS!



       PHUMC Finances   May 2022 
Income ............................................ $113,237 
Expenses ........................................ $121,819 
Net ........................................................ $(8,582) 
 
YTD Actual  
Income ............................................ $592,375 
Expenses ........................................ $618,630 
Net ..................................................... $(26,255) 
 
YTD Comparison  
Budgeted Income .................... $639,185 
Actual Income ............................ $592,375 
Budget Deficit ................................ $46,810

Prayer Concerns
Woody Hausler and Bill Phillips

Praise... 
for the birth of Madilyn Rose Marie 
Ogden to Nicolette Ogden on 
June 24, 2022

Mail Room
Dear Wes,

Thank you so much for all of your help 
with the Homeschool Graduation 
ceremony. We appreciate Parkway 
Heights’ generous support of our 
community, and I appreciate your 
gracious efforts in providing the 
opportunity for our graduates.

Sincerely,
Colby Sparkman

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED MONDAY, JULY 4, FOR THE 

INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY.

Dear Parkway Heights UMC,

Thank you for hosting our FestivalSouth 
event on June 9. Founders Hall really 
was the perfect venue for the Alias 
Brass. We appreciate your involvement 
year after year.

Gratefully,
Rachel Ciraldo

Dear Vendors, Speakers & Sponsors,

Paige and I would like to personally 
thank all of you for helping us host a 
very successful Senior Summer Expo 
at Parkway Heights United Methodist 
Church. Without you all, events would 
not be successful! The feedback thus 
far has been remarkable with many 
requests for an additional “break out” 
day, so that more sessions can be 
attended. The purpose of this event 
was to convey as much information to 
these seniors as possible, and I believe 
we surpassed that goal. Also, the door 
prizes were some of the best I have 
seen. The donations of fruit, snacks and 
beverages were much appreciated. 
Thank you again; we look forward to 
seeing you at future events.

Jennifer Dewitt & Paige Zachary
SMPDD

CALENDAR
Financial Peace University
Coming in September: Financial Peace 
University! Through this Dave Ramsey 
course, you’ll learn the proven plan 
to pay off debt fast and save more 
money for your future.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, Sept. 
11, from 5-6:30 p.m. Julie Collins and 
Richie Lewis will be leading this class 
on Sunday evenings for nine weeks.

Watch for more details and registra-
tion information in the coming weeks!

Our mission: “To connect, equip and 
send people for Christ”

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org  |  601.544.7873

Keith Keeton, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries

Alex Doleac, Director of Youth &  
Family Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Hold your cell phone’s camera over these QR codes to activate them.

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service 

in Founders Hall & live on Facebook
9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School
10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service 

in Sanctuary

The Open Door Community
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 
Open Door’s Facebook page

Access our website: Download our app: Give online:


