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UPCOMING SERVICES

Parking Lot Communion
Sunday, July 5

5 p.m.

See page five for details.

Sunday Morning Worship 
Returns to Our Building

Sunday, July 19
10 a.m.

For the first four weeks of our 
return, we will only have ONE 

service at 10 a.m. in Founders Hall. 
This service will continue to air 

live on our Facebook page. If you 
are going to attend, please RSVP. 

As of now, we plan to resume two 
services on August 16. 

Wednesday Night
Vesper Services

Begin Wednesday, 
July 22

6:30 p.m.
Beginning Wednesday, July 22, 
at 6:30 p.m., we will hold a mid-

week Vesper Service in the Sanc-
tuary. We’ll hold these services 

on Wednesday evenings for four 
weeks. This will be a brief time of 
choir singing and prayer. Please 
RSVP if you are going to attend.

Time to Reopen Our Building!
I am so thankful for our staff and leaders who have 
worked incredibly hard on our plans to incrementally 
open our gathered worship! There were so many details 
to consider. While I am eager to get back to gathering 
in our building, my prayer all along is that we do what’s 
right for our church. Every church is drastically different 
when it comes to how to reopen ministries that have 
been dormant over the past 12 weeks. Please continue 
to pray for your church and its leaders. Your prayers are crucial right now. Please 
read our plan below carefully. I urge you to continue to do what’s best for you 
and for your family. Let’s continue to reach out to one another and stay connect-
ed through phone calls, texts and online opportunities. I know we will continue 
to be the Church because God is able! See you July 19!

- Bruce

Bruce Case

Plan for the Safe Return to Our Building
As Christians, we have an obligation to do all that we can to provide a safe 
environment for our congregation and visitors, as well as be supportive of 
the guidelines that have been established by national, state and local au-
thorities. We ask that all follow these guidelines for your protection and the 
protection of others. 

BEFORE YOU RETURN
• If you plan to attend an inside service, you must 

RSVP since capacity will be limited.
• If you have any concerns or health issues, we 

strongly recommend you remain at home and 
watch our online service, which will continue to 
livestream on Facebook on Sunday mornings.

• We ask that all worshipers perform a 
self-screening test prior to coming for worship 
services. If you are ill or not feeling well, please 
stay and worship at home.

continued on next page
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ENTERING THE ATRIUM
• We will have clearly designated entrances and exits to reduce the contact that we 

have with one another. 
• We encourage you to sanitize and/or wash your hands upon entering and after 

interaction with others. 
• We encourage you to bring your own hand sanitizer, even though we will have hand 

sanitizer available in multiple locations. 
• Consistent with the guidelines that have been established and out of love and 

consideration of our church family, we ask that all worshipers wear face masks. If you 
need a mask, we will have masks available. If you prefer not to wear a mask, you are 
asked to remain at home and view the services online.

• We will keep areas as clear and open as possible. We ask that worshipers move quick-
ly into the worship areas and avoid congregating in the Atrium or Narthex.

• We will not offer coffee service until all restrictions have been lifted.

GREETING EACH OTHER
• Greeters will welcome, give information and help everyone practice social distancing. 
• Greeters will wear gloves and masks.
• There will be only one greeter per set of doors. No one will have to open a door.
• Just smile and wave - no handshakes, fist bumps or hugs among anyone.

WORSHIP
• We will limit the number of individuals worshiping at one time. This number will be 

based on CDC guidelines that are in effect. As restrictions are lifted, we will increase 
the number of worshipers we will have at any service. 

• Families can and should sit together, but there must be at least six feet between you 
and the next family or individual sitting on your row or pew.

• There will be no bulletins or offering plates passed. We encourage you to use online 
giving or the offering boxes in the entrances of the worship areas.  

• There will be no Children’s Moments during the worship service when we first return. 
Children’s Moments will still air live on Facebook at 8:30 a.m.

• There will be no congregational singing in the initial phase of reopening.
• We will use prepackaged communion elements, set out on tables to be picked up.
• We will have hosts at every service venue helping people to be seated. 
• The length of worship will remain in the 30-45-minute range.

HOUSEKEEPING
• We have made extensive preparations to clean, disinfect and sanitize our facility prior 

to our reopening.
continued on next page

REOPENING PLAN, continued



of so many of our lives, including mine and that of 
my family. From rushing to and from school, work, 
activities and appointments, to being at home with 
only occasional outings to the grocery store and the 
church, the ways that we routinely spent our days 
shifted overnight, bringing with it a host of new worries 
and more time to revisit the old ones! But I am learning 
that new opportunities for worry also bring new 
opportunities 
to exercise 
trust and 
thankfulness. 

Over the last 
few months 
I have been 
practicing 
thanking 
God in all 
situations, 
especially 
during 

fyi

HOUSEKEEPING
• In addition to our normal custodial staff, we have identified additional personnel to 

assist in cleaning before, between and after all services.
• We will wipe down all tables, chairs, doorknobs/handles/crash bars, equipment, etc. 

NURSERY
• There will be no nursery provided in the initial stage of reopening. We will monitor 

the situation and open our nursery as conditions warrant. 
• We encourage families to worship and sit together.

MINISTRIES
• There will be no Children’s, Youth, College, Men’s or Women’s Ministry or any other 

ministry, including Sunday Study classes in the church for the initial stage of reopen-
ing. We will monitor the situation and open these ministries as conditions warrant.

• We want to allow people plenty of time to get comfortable with our new normal.
• This will give us time to ramp up with staffing and procedures to be able to minister 

safely and effectively.

Earlier this summer, Bruce posed some questions 
to the Parkway Heights staff, such as: “How is your 
faith affected by this pandemic?” and “What’s going 
on with your soul during these times?” Last month 
we heard from five of our staff members, and in 
this month’s issue, you’ll hear from several more. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7

Trust in the Lord with all your heart
    and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,
    and he will make your paths straight.

Proverbs 3:5-6

COVID-19, at least temporarily, changed the structure 

Reflections of a Pandemic

Chris, Joseph, Lesley and Henry Ellison 
hiked Red Bluff. 

REOPENING PLAN, continued

continued on next page
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times of struggle, and trusting God 
at all times, especially when my 
own understanding fails me! What 
do gratitude and trust look like 
practically? To exercise thankfulness, 
I have challenged myself to list three 
things for which I am grateful each 
day. Placing my trust in God has 
been more of a mental challenge, 
consciously turning away from worry 
and intentionally releasing those 
worries to our good and loving God.  

In my efforts to share my thoughts 
with you, I am reminded of one of 
my favorite books in the Mr. Putter 
and Tabby children’s books series 
by Cynthia Rylant. Parents, if you 
haven’t discovered these books yet, 
be sure to check them out; they are 
delightful! In Mr. Putter and Tabby 
Write the Book, Mr. Putter sets out 
to write a great mystery novel, only 
to be exhausted by his attempts 
to write and distracted by nearly 
everything, especially food! He fails 
to get any further than a title for 
his mystery novel but does quite 
accidentally compose a list of “good 
things.”  Mrs. Teaberry, Mr. Putter’s 
eccentric neighbor and friend, 
consoles him at the end of the book 
saying, “The world is full of mystery 
writers. But writers of good things 
are few and far between.”  To close, 
I thought I would share a short list 
of “good things” from my gratitude 
journaling during the pandemic. 

• A birthday “parade” for my son
• A text from my sister 
• A phone call from a lifelong 

friend 
• A note in the mail from one of 

Parkway’s preschoolers
• A nest of baby birds on the front 

porch
• A beautiful spring day
• A bike ride on the Trace with my 

boys

REFLECTIONS OF A PANDEMIC, continued
• An evening walk around the 

block with my family 

God bless you all,
Lesley

Will, Susan and Rachel Eaton on the Cultivate 
Retreat

One of the lessons I’ve been learning 
during pandemic life is how to be a 
non-anxious presence with my family, 
especially my children. Each morning 
I get up early, make my coffee, go to 
my favorite spot on the sofa or—since 
the weather has been so amazing—
my favorite spot on my back porch 
and spend time alone with the Lord. 
This has been my practice for years, 
and it is truly what is sustaining me 
and carrying me through this stress-
ful time in our lives. This is when I 
pour my heart out. This is when I cry. 
This is when I tell the Lord about the 
gut-wrenchingly awful fears that are 
swirling around inside me. I pray. I 
write. I vent. I melt. And then I praise 
him and thank him for listening. This 
is the only way I know how to make 
it through the rest of the day with a 
smile on my face and joy in my heart. 
This is the only way I know how to be 
a truly non-anxious presence with my 
children. I place all my anxieties on 
the Lord and rely on him to carry me 
and strengthen me.

This has been a strong guiding prin-

ciple for me because I know that my 
attitude will impact their attitudes. 
My stress level will impact their stress 
levels. Therefore, I’m caring for myself 
first so that I can be what I need to be 
for them. So, may I encourage you? 
Do not neglect yourself. Care for your 
soul. Care for your mind. Care for your 
body. Do things that bring peace 
to your own life. This will help you 
be that non-anxious presence your 
children need. 

- Susan Eaton

All it takes is a small slip of paper to 
make me happy. No, I’m not talking 
about your offering check; although 
seeing those puts a smile on my face, 
too! I’m talking about all the lovely 
notes and cards you have been send-
ing the staff in the mail. The art of let-
ter writing is fast approaching extinc-
tion, I fear. As a child, I was delighted 
to receive a card in the mail. Becom-
ing an adult, that excitement has not 
faded. Now when I open an envelope, 
I wonder if it will contain greetings 
from one of the many church mem-
bers I miss seeing so much.

continued on next page

letters and notes from church members during 
the pandemic
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REFLECTIONS OF A PANDEMIC, continued

I have to tell you — I had gotten accustomed to seeing many of you come through the Church Office. I didn’t realize how 
much those little visits meant until they stopped due to the coronavirus. It was normal to see Mrs. Jean come in to take calls 
for Breadbasket. It was normal to see Mrs. Dixie and Mrs. Nova come in to volunteer at the Welcome Desk. It was normal for 
Tony to come in to chat and drop off his offering. I don’t know about you, but I miss normal.

As we slowly transition into worshiping together again, I look forward to the day that the office opens to welcome back 
visitors from our church family. I look forward to the visits I’ll receive from many of you. You don’t even have to bring me a 
check (although it won’t hurt my feelings if you do). Just bring yourself and some good conversation. And if you decide to 
drop me a note in the mail once we’ve returned to normal, that won’t hurt my feelings either.

- Amanda Cooper

What a roller coaster of emotions the past two months have been! Personally 
and professionally I have felt very small and insignificant as I’ve tried to make 
sense of the coronavirus pandemic along with the social unrest and calls for 
racial justice in response to the killings of Ahmad Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George 
Floyd and Rayshard Brooks. Along the way I’ve plunged myself into the world of 
the Old Testament from which I have received a great deal of hope and promise 
for the future.

In January, my main New Year’s resolution was 
to read through the Bible in a year. Shortly after 
I started, I upped my commitment to try to 
finish the Bible by the end of the summer. The 
result of the reading plan change was that I 
ended up reading through the Old Testament 
prophets during the months of April, May and 
June. I found myself watching the news and 
feeling a sense of hopelessness, confusion and 
anger, along with a yearning for justice and a 
longing for hope for our society, especially for 
our brothers and sisters in black communities 
across the country. At the same time, my daily 
Bible reading plan had me in the world of the 
prophets of Israel and Judah and their warnings 
of judgment and calls for justice to the people of 

Israel and Judah. I couldn’t help but put myself in the shoes of those hearing the 
messages of the prophets and wondered how confused, scared and bewildered 
they must’ve been as their entire world was literally crashing down around them. 
(For those who may not be familiar, the prophets are the Books of Isaiah through 
Malachi. They span the time before, during and after the exile to Babylon. It was 
a painful and horrific time to say the least.) And yet, every prophetic book in the 
Old Testament ends on a hopeful note — a hopeful yearning for the one who 
through whom God would establish his kingdom on earth. This was, of course, 
the hopeful anticipation of the one we know to be Jesus, the one who would 

Wes Ingram in his home/garage office 
during the pandemic

Parking Lot 
Communion: July 5

On the evening of Sunday, 
July 5, at 5 p.m., we will hold a 
drive-in, parking lot commu-
nion service. We will all park in 
the church parking lot and stay 
in our vehicles. Then you’ll tune 
your radio to 103.3 FM to hear 
the service. Someone will come 
to your car to give you the com-
munion elements in individually 
wrapped packages.

We hope this will be a more ide-
al time for older or vulnerable 
adults to attend a worship ser-
vice without having to enter our 
building. We plan to offer this 
worship service at the begin-
ning of each month. You do not 
need to RSVP for this service.

continued on next page
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PHUMC Happenings REFLECTIONS OF A PANDEMIC, continued

bring justice and hope to the world through self-giving 
life and self-sacrifice. 

Over the past two months I have held in one hand the 
24-hour news cycle of injustice, anger, unneeded vio-
lence, fear and hopelessness and in the other hand the 
promises of the prophets, where hope is found in God 
himself and where we have all been called “to do what is 
right, to love mercy and to walk humbly with [our] God,” 
Micah 6:8.

The Old Testament ends with the ultimate cliffhanger... 
a 400+ year silence before Immanuel appears. In that 
time, God’s people were called to do exactly what Micah 
stated, and as we live in the presence of God’s in-break-
ing Kingdom through the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
I hold on to the same hope the prophets pointed the 
people of Israel to — the hope of God in Christ — and 
I’m encouraged to do what is right, to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with God.

- Wes Ingram

A big “THANK 
YOU” goes to 
Linda Howell, 
who noticed 
that our 
potted plants 
outside our 
front doors 
needed a 
little TLC and 
took on the 
job herself. 

Another big “THANK YOU” goes to our Meals on 
Wheels delivery drivers, who have never stopped 
serving during the pandemic. What dedication!

On June 28, we returned to our Sanctuary after 
three months for a Special Night of Worship. Dr. 
Greg Fuller led a socially-distanced choir during 
the service.

New Worship Series Begins July 12
The world that Jeremiah lived in was confused, scared 
and bewildered. God’s people must have felt like their 
entire world was literally crashing down around them.  
Does this sound familiar?  

Starting on Sunday, July 12, we will embark on a jour-
ney with Jeremiah in our worship series, Jeremiah: the 
Heart of the Matter. We will listen to what God spoke 
through this prophet in his world in order to hear God’s 
voice for our world.  

Jeremiah has some hard and challenging truths for us 
to hear, but he leads us to a place of hope in the end. 
Jeremiah points to the One whom God would use to 
establish his kingdom on earth! It’s a rocky trail with 
many twists and turns, but the offer on the journey is 
nothing less than a new heart and a new vision! 

Join us for a six week journey with Jeremiah as we get 
to the heart of the matter.



youth

Cultivate Retreat
Over the weekend of June 6-7, 11 youth and leaders attended the Cultivate Retreat in Cherokee Rock 
Village, AL. Cultivate is a group of our older youth members who participate in a “part two” of the con-
firmation journey. During this retreat, everyone challenged themselves with rock climbing and spent 
time sharing and learning together. 

Reese Tisdale on his way up the cliff

Evan Bolster, Henry McCall, Henry Ellison, Louis Schramm and Carson Lewellyn enjoyed the pool during the buddy party.

The buddy party for the 7th grade 
boys was held at the Hattiesburg 
Country Club.

The buddy party for the 7th grade 

girls was held at the home of 

Leighton Jones.

Welcome to Youth Parties

Our youth held buddy parties in June to welcome the rising seventh graders who are entering the 
youth group this summer.

During the retreat, the youth cooked their 

own food.

Cultivate Retreat leaders and youth members



children
 Children’s
   News

Pentecost Fun
Sunday, May 31, was Pentecost Sunday. Since this is considered the birth-
day of the Church, Lesley Ellison encouraged our children to celebrate 
with streamers, special flame hats and cupcakes!

Sophia Sisemore watched Children’s 
Moments online on Pentecost Sunday with 
her trumpet, flame hat and cupcakes.

Adrianna and Bella Bass made cupcakes 
for the birthday of the Church on Pentecost 

Sunday. Looks like they were yummy!

Upcoming Zoo Outings for Preschool and Elementary
Two outings to the Hattiesburg Zoo have been planned for our Parkway Heights 
kids. Preschool children and their families are invited to join us on Saturday, July 
11, from 10 a.m. until noon; and elementary children and their families are invit-
ed to join us on Saturday, July 25, from 10 a.m. until noon. Please plan to meet us 
at the entrance to the zoo.

We know that many of you have children in both age categories, so please feel 
free to come with your families on either of these days! Please email or text 
Lesley (lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org) with the number attending by the 
Wednesday before the scheduled date, so we will be able to purchase tickets in 
advance. Families are invited to reimburse the church for the price of the tickets 
as they are able.

LOFT Pool Party
Rising 5th and 6th graders are 

invited to attend a pool party on 
Sunday, July 12, at the home of 

Pam and Tim Breland, 6758 High-
way 98, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Thank 
you, Pam and Tim, for opening up 

your pool for our children! 

Important Notes as We 
Reopen Our Building
• Even after we return to our build-

ing for Sunday morning worship, 
Children’s Moments will continue 
to air live on Facebook, but the 
time will change to 8:30 a.m. 
starting July 19. 

• There will be no in-person Sunday 
School for children during the 
initial phase of reopening.

• There will be no nursery provided 
in the initial stage of reopening. 
We will monitor the situation and 
open our nursery as conditions 
warrant. 

• Activity bags during worship will 
not be provided. Coloring sheets 
and pipe cleaners that do not 
need to be returned will be given, 
but we ask parents to please 
bring your own crayons and/or 
activities for your children. We 
will provide clip boards that will 
be cleaned before each service.

Kids, thanks for 
writing to your 
grandfriends!



Mail 
Room

Dear Parkway Heights Church Family,

Thank you so much for your 
continued support of the shelter, 
especially during these difficult times. 
Your generous donations are helping 
us to remain open to those in need. 
God bless!

Melanie Walters
Fieldhouse for the Homeless

       PHUMC Finances 
 
May 2020 
Income .................................... $103,973 
Expenses ................................. $132,339 
Net ............................................. $(28,366) 
 

YTD Actual  
Income .................................... $664,281 
Expenses ................................. $666,866 
Net ................................................ $(2,585) 
 

YTD Comparison  
Budgeted Income ............ $728,086 
Actual Income ..................... $664,281 
Budget Deficit ........................ $63,805

WESLEY CLUB
ANNIVERSARY

Wesley Club celebrates its 40th 
anniversary this year! Through-
out our InMission newsletters 
in 2020, we’re sharing some 
pictures of Wesley Club over 

the years.

Janet Slay and Patsy and Bob Davis enjoyed 
lunch during a Wesley Club outing in 2011.

Anyone recognize the lady on the left in this 
picture from a Wesley Club monthly meeting 
in 1981? Here’s a hint: She was a longtime 
church employee.

Thank you! You guys have been so 
good and so generous to us; we just 
want to stop and acknowledge that! 
Thank you immensely!

Pamela Kellogg
Wesley Manor Retirement Home

Prayer Concerns
Parish Brown, Delia Dabbs, Debi 
Davenport, Floanne Kersh, Bob 
Longstaff, Jan Nielson, Floy Ruffin

Sympathy to... 
- the family of J.V. McCrory 

- Jonathan Kilgore on the death of 
his mother

Praise... 
- for the birth of Madelyn Grace 
Godbold to Mary and David 
Godbold on June 6, 2020 

- for the birth of Lela Rose Fleming, 
born to Becca and Andrew Fleming 
on June 25, 2020

fyi

Open Door Resumes 
In-Person Worship
The Open Door Community 
resumed in-person worship on 
Thursday, June 25. Everyone is 
always welcome to worship at 
The Open Door every Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. at 2180 Oak Grove Road. 
Remember to wear your mask!



Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401

Our mission: “To connect, equip and 
send people for Christ”

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family 
Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Family 

Wes Arrington,
Outreach & Facilities

Current Sunday Gatherings 
Until July 19

Online Children’s Moments: 
9 a.m.

Online Worship: 10 a.m.

The Open Door Community
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
 

Phone calls are answered Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Limited staff 

members are in the office on 
Mondays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. -  
1 p.m. If you need access to the 
church building on Mondays or 

Thursdays, ring the intercom bell 
to speak to the secretary.

See you back in our 
building for Sunday 
morning worship on 

July 19 at 10 a.m.! 
Remember to RSVP!

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, JULY 6, FOR THE INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY.


