
version at parkwayheights.org/news. Read it online, 
make copies of it yourself or we’ll be glad to make 
copies for you. If you’d rather have your own hard 
copy, you can order the book, which is written by 
Phil Maynard and Eddie Pipkin, on Amazon for about 
$19.

We will begin our worship series of the same name 
on January 9. We encourage you to start reading 
now!

What difference would it make if you invested time 
and effort in your faith? How might it change your 
life and your family’s life if you got real clarity as to 
who God is calling you to be and what God is calling 
you to do? What if you got more of the Master’s dust 
on you in 2022? I already know the answer: it would 
change everything! Let’s all take that most important 
step in 2022. Let’s Disciple Like Jesus! I can’t wait.

Peace,
Bruce

Be sure to check out the following page for a list of 
small group opportunities for discipleship studies. We 
encourage everyone to get involved in one! 

We talk an awful lot about 
“making disciples.” It’s so 
important that it is in our 
mission statement. We say 
it so often that we may 
have quit hearing it or 
noticing it or — (gasp) — 
quit doing it! 

Is there a more important 
task for us to accomplish 

each year? I can’t think of one! There’s not even a 
close second. And yet — I’m going to be honest here 
— there is a lack of clarity about what a disciple is 
and what a disciple does. 

In January and February of this new year, we are 
going to have a larger conversation in worship and 
in small groups about discipleship. We want to start 
2022 with this as our central focus, because we don’t 
want this to be just another thing we do. We hope 
to launch this focus into a new way of engaging life 
BOTH within and outside of Parkway Heights.  

I hope you’ll lean in with all of us as we learn (or 
re-learn? or un-learn?) what it is we are here to do! 
Make worship a priority this new year, because I 
promise you’ll get a real handle on discipleship on 
Sunday mornings. I challenge you to find the time to 
participate in a small group or Sunday School class 
that will be studying this great material. 

We’ll be using a wonderful resource that you can get 
FOR FREE! Our annual conference has purchased 
“Disciple Like Jesus: Making Disciples Like Jesus Who 
Make Disciples Like Jesus.”  You can access a PDF 

INMISSION
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Bruce Case

“Disciple Like Jesus: Making Disciples Like Jesus Who Make Disciples Like Jesus”
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...  -Matthew 28:19



FYI

January Communion Offering
The communion offering collected this month 
will go to support the Wesley Foundation on the 
campus of Jones College. If you’d like to contribute, 
you can designate the gift on your check or place 
it in the specially marked offering plates outside 
our worship spaces. You can also give online at 
parkwayheights.org/give and select “communion 
offering” as the fund. Thank you for supporting this 
important campus ministry!

Julie Collins’ Spiritual Growth Leave
Beginning January 1, Rev. Julie Collins began a spiritual growth leave for the 
following eight weeks. According to the UMC Book of Discipline, such leaves are 
available to clergy members who have served full time for at least six years (BOD, 
Paragraph 351). Julie has faithfully served our congregation for more than 16 
years. 

Julie has carefully planned her time to rest and rejuvenate in ways that will great-
ly benefit both her, her family and our congregation! We thank God for Julie’s 
gifts and for her commitment to the ministry at Parkway Heights. She will return 
to work just in time for Lent in early March. 

Though we ask that you refrain from calling, emailing or texting Julie in January 
and February, feel free to send her a card to let her know how grateful you are 
for her gifts and graces she has so freely given over the last 16 years. We will miss 
Julie in January and February, but we are so thankful that our Church Council 
and our district superintendent have approved her spiritual growth leave over 
the next two months.

The Wesley Foundation bicycle has 
provided hot chocolate and water 

on the JC campus depending on 
the season.

“Disciple Like Jesus” Study Opportunities
Everyone is invited and encouraged to participate in any of the following classes:

• Bruce will be leading two options for a “Disciple Like Jesus” study. One class 
will be held on Wednesdays at noon in Room 303 starting January 19.

• Bruce’s second class option will be offered on Sundays at 4 p.m. in Room 303 
beginning January 23.

• Susan will also lead two “Disciple Like Jesus” studies. One will be held on 
Mondays at 10 a.m. in Room 306B beginning January 24. A Zoom option will 
be available. Please let Susan know if you’d like to participate via Zoom.

• Susan’s second class will be held on Sunday mornings during the Sunday 
School hour at 9:15 a.m. in Room 306B.

Please email parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org to sign up for any class.

2022 Church
Leadership

We would like to thank our 2021 
Church Council members for 
serving as our church leadership 
last year. We also appreciate our 
new Church Council members for 
the roles they will serve in 2022. 
Our leaders are:

Church Council Chair: John 
   Burks
Vice Chair: Cindy Re
Lay Leader: Michael Reed
Assistant Lay Leader: Lee Anne 
   Venable
Church Treasurer: Bitsy Browne 
   Miller
Annual Conference Lay 
Delegates: 
   Marvin & Bitsy Browne Miller,  
   Ricky & Susan Perry and Susan 
   Walck
Chair, Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee: Richard Topp
Chair, Finance: David Parsons
Chair, Trustees: Wes Rouse
Belong/Become/Bless Team: 
   Dixie Evans, Drew Rhian & Patti 
   Smith
Worship Coordinator: Tim 
   Breland
UMW Representative: Patsy 
   Register
Illuman Representative: Brian 
   Ford
Congregational Care: Carolyn 
   Karlovich
Campus Safety & Security 
Coordinator: Sid Collins



Game Day Returns 
January 11

GLORY Club, which stands for 
God’s Legion of Retired Youth, will 
resume its weekly game days on 
Tuesday, Jan. 11, from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. We want to thank Debra 
Topp and Diane Fisher for serving 
as the game day coordinators. 

We are aware of the rise in 
COVID-19 cases. However, we 
wanted to provide this opportunity 
for those who are comfortable 
gathering with others. Wearing 
a mask is recommended but not 
required. Snacks will continue to be 
individually packaged. 

All senior adults are invited to 
attend game days and enjoy some 
mahjongg, Mexican dominoes and
bridge. Invite a friend to join you!

FYI
Faces of Jesus: Calling All Artists!
The Christian season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 2. In prepa-
ration for a new Lenten sermon series that runs through Easter Sunday, April 17, 
we are soliciting visual artwork from our church and community members. The 
theme is “Faces of Jesus,” and our intent is for artists to select one of the Lent/Eas-
ter scriptures below that inspires their interpretation of Jesus. Artists may submit 
more than one if they’d like, and they may use any media that inspires them.

We want to remind our artists as they work that the 
piece(s) will be on display in the church for Sunday 
morning worship services, so consider sizing the 
work to show well. We may refer to the art in the 
sermon or other part of the service or use the art 
on our video screen or a worship bulletin. 

We also encourage artists to write a brief reflection 
on why they chose to depict the face of Jesus the 
way they did. We will include a picture of each 
piece in a program guide, along with the reflection.

We will exhibit all submissions throughout Lent and have special showing times 
during Holy Week. Artists may price their work for sale (if they wish). For those 
who wish to sell the art pieces, we ask that 10 percent of the sale of each piece 
go toward support for our Honduran Medical Mission.  

We hope to collect many art pieces — from the most accomplished artist to a 
child or a beginner! The deadline for submissions is February 20. 

Suggested verses for inspiration are: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21; Luke 4:1-13; Luke 
13:1-9; Luke 13:31-35;  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; Luke 19:28-40 and John 12:1-8.

Please let us know as soon as possible if you plan to submit a piece or reach 
out if you have any questions. We’re asking our entire congregation to share 
this message far and wide to artists young and old that you know. We hope this 
project supports many in our art community and brings us together with mean-
ingful art!

Did You Know...
There are several ways to make finan-
cial contributions to Parkway Heights 
in addition to the traditional check, 
cash or credit card?

You can also give:
• by bank draft
• online at parkwayheights.org/give
• by texting PHUMC GIVE to 

833.767.1638.
• through the Parkway Heights app.

If you would like to set up a bank draft 
or if you have questions, contact 
Amanda Cooper at amandacooper@
parkwayheights.org.

NORTH OF 70 DIRECTORY

The 2022 North of 70 Ministry 
membership directory is now 

ready and available! You can pick 
up a copy at church or call the 

Church Office at 601.544.7873 to 
have a copy mailed to you.

THIS MONTH’S MEN’S 
MINISTRY GATHERING



PH HAPPENINGS

On December 1, the United Methodist Women Outreach Circle hosted a potluck Christmas  
Luncheon. The UMW Bevill/Vickery Circle joined them. Bruce Case installed the UMW officers for 
2022, including Patsy Register as president. A remembrance litany and candle lighting honored 
members who passed in 2021.

Everyone enjoyed the special music during 
the Advent Music Service on Sunday, Dec. 
5, where the congregation processed from 
the Sanctuary to Founders Hall.

Couples, such as Mary and David 
Godbold, participated in the Great 
Advent Date Experience as part of 
Marriage Heights to strengthen 
their marriages in a fun way.

Our senior adults enjoyed a day trip on 
December 9 to Touch of Glass Mosaic in 
Crystal Springs to make their own  
Christmas ornaments.

Parkway Heights was happy to partner 
with Woodley Elementary School to  
provide Christmas gifts for some families 
who needed a little extra help this year. 
Sixteen families were adopted! 

Pictured above are members of the New 
Dynamics Sunday School class with their 
gifts for their adopted family.

Pictured below are members of the Wood-
ley Elementary School staff with gifts that 
Parkway Heights members provided.

The Open Door Community held a 
Christmas Candlelight Service on 

December 23. Those in attendance 
also worshiped with special music, 

which included Quinn Sellers as 
guest violinist.

The Candlelight Christmas Eve  
Service is always one of our  
congregation’s favorite services 
 every year. We were excited 
to bring back this service after 
not holding it last year due to 
COVID-19.



YOUTH

Our youth had a yummy 

meal together during their 

SN@P Christmas Party on 

December 19.

Our middle school and high school 
girls enjoyed fun and fellowship at the party.

Youth
Christmas

Party

Youth & Parent Meeting
Calling all youth and youth parents! 
Plan to join us for an important youth 
and parent fundraiser planning 
meeting on Sunday, Jan. 9, from 9:15 
a.m. until 10:15 a.m. in the Youth 
Chapel. During this meeting, we 
will start getting organized for our 
“Wednesday Night Live” silent auction 
and variety show on February 23. 

SAVE THE DATES!
February 23: Wednesday Night 

Live fundraiser

May 15: High School Senior  
Sunday

June 3-6 - Kidnap Retreat  
(Please keep this date a secret for 

current 6th graders.)

Madeleine Decker, Jack Farris 

and Sophi Reed were decorat-

ed as Christmas trees during a 

game at the Christmas Party.

JuJu Mack missed the mark during pin-the-tail-on-the-reindeer during the youth 
Christmas Party.

Can You Provide a Meal for SN@P?
Every Sunday night, our Youth Ministry provides a meal during SN@P (Sunday Night at Parkway). 
Youth parents or other members of our congregation rotate providing the meal. If you’d like to help, 
sign up on the Google doc provided by Wes Ingram. If you don’t have the link, email brookebryan@
parkwayheights.org for it to be sent it to you. On your night, you provide a simple meal to feed about 
25-30 teenagers and adults. Up to $100 of your cost can be reimbursed. Please have your food set up 
by 5:30 p.m. A member of the food team will be present to help you set up and serve.

Youth Calendar
• Jan. 9 — No SN@P

• Jan. 16 — No SN@P -  
Breakthru Retreat weekend

• Jan. 23 — SN@P Serving  
Night - We’ll make  
valentines for nursing 
homes.

• Jan. 30 — Regular SN@P



CHILDREN

Children’s Christmas Play

Loft  
Christmas 

Party
Our fifth and 

sixth graders in 
the Loft gathered 

at the home 
of Pam and 

Tim Breland on 
Sunday, Dec. 12, 
for a Christmas 

party. All the kids 
enjoyed good 

food, games and 
a Dirty Santa gift 

exchange.

Our bell choir 
played “Joy to the 
World” in both  
worship services 
on December 12. 
Thanks to Carol 
Lucas Pittman for 
leading our choir!

All children were invited to dress up and  
participate as angels, shepherds, magi or stars in 

our Children’s Christmas Play, “Come to the  
Manger,” on Sunday, Dec. 19. The children also 

made crafts as part of their costumes.

Created by God
The Created by God class for children in grades 5-7 is 
scheduled for Friday, Jan. 28, 5-8:30 p.m., and Saturday, 
Jan. 29, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. This class is designed to 
help parents equip their child with knowledge about 
human development and sexuality. It teaches that 
human sexuality is part of God’s wonderful creation and 
addresses human sexuality, values and relationships in 
a frank, honest and Bible-based manner. We have lined 
up a wonderful team of church members to lead the 
Created by God class including Dr. Bryan Batson, Kyle 
Birdwell, Stewart Eaton, Cortney Lewellyn, Kelly Morris, 
David Sellers and Teddi Sisemore.

A mandatory parent meeting will be held Sunday, Jan. 23, 
from 6 until 7 p.m. Parents will also be expected to join 
their child for lunch and the closing session on Saturday, 
Jan. 29, from noon until 2:30 p.m. 

The registration fee is $40, and this cost covers a student 
book, a snack supper on Friday and lunch on Saturday.

Registration can be found at parkwayheights.org/
calendar. Please register by January 10 in order for 
us to gauge interest and adequately prepare for the 
class.

Contact Lesley Ellison if you have any questions or would 
like to discuss anything prior to the parent meeting. You 
are also welcome to share information about this class 
with friends and neighbors who may not be members of 
Parkway Heights.

CHILDREN’S BELL CHOIR



Pajamas & Cookies
On the second day of 
Christmas (December 
26), Parkway Heights 
children kept the 
Christmas fun going as 
they came to church 
dressed in their pajamas. 
They also enjoyed 
cookies and hot cocoa 
before the service 
began. Mia Ferguson 
and Levi Shows (at right) 
even served as acolytes 
in their PJs!

CHILDREN
Nursery News
January is a time of new beginnings! A new year starts, 
and nature is taking time to rest for the coming spring. 
For many littles, it is their first time experiencing the few 
colder days of Mississippi.

Nursery Supervisor Dana Ferguson has terrific plans for 
the nursery during this month:
• January 9 - winter (matching mittens)
• January 16 - hot cocoa count with marshmallows
• January 23 - story time with “God’s Penguins”
• January 30 - melted snowman (sensory)

We hope all our parents of babies and preschoolers will 
take advantage of our church nursery and the special 
programming Dana has prepared. Thanks, Dana!

Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 
 
Thank you for your generous support 
of Edwards Street Fellowship Center! In 
this Advent/Christmas season, we reflect 
on the hope, love, joy and peace found 
through the ministries of Edwards Street.
• FELLOWSHIP HEALTH CLINIC: “Ron” 

arrived at our free clinic in 2018, 
homeless and unemployed, suffering 
with untreated hypertension, COPD 
and depression. However, after re-
ceiving ongoing medical care at FHC 
including prescription medication 
and chronic condition education, 
Ron grew healthy enough to start 
working, which led to his renting 
a small apartment. Today, Ron has 
a full-time supervisory job, which 
includes health insurance! As he tran-
sitions from FHC to a traditional clinic, 
Ron is thanking Fellowship Health 
Clinic volunteers and staff for the 
compassionate care and the hope he 
received during his darkest days.

• FOOD PANTRY: Through the generos-
ity and love shown by you and others 
over the past year, each of the 1,500 
households visiting the pantry this 
month will receive bonus items of 
peanut butter, jelly and a ham — in 
addition to the regular assortment of 

Wes and Wes,

I want to thank you on behalf of the 
school and the football program for 
allowing us the use of Founders Hall for 
our banquet. It was the perfect venue, 
and many compliments were given 
by several of our parents and guests. I 
appreciate the work that went in to the 
setup and the facility use. Thanks again 
for helping us have a great night.

Sincerely,
Ed Smith
Head Football Coach
Sacred Heart Catholic High School

nourishing food we distribute! Thank 
you for bringing the joy of extra gro-
ceries to food-insecure neighbors.

• THRIFT STORE: In addition to provid-
ing second chances to used clothing, 
furniture and household items, our 
thrift store gives second...and first!...
chances to people seeking employ-
ment. By teaming with rehabilitation 
and workfare programs, we offer 
job training to adults. Through a 
new work-study partnership with 
Hattiesburg High School, special 
needs students are enjoying their 
first jobs — and paychecks! When 
the students’ parents accompanied 
their young adult children on their 
job interviews, their anxieties gave 
way to peace as they experienced 
the welcoming, nurturing attitudes 
of our thrift store staff.   

 
May God bless you, friends, for making 
life brighter and healthier throughout the 
Pine Belt! “The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
-John 1:5
 
Christmas Blessings,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director  
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

We would like to express our grati-
tude to each of the Parkway Heights 
members, staff and friends who wrote 
devotions during our “27 Voices of 
Advent” series. The devotions were 
inspirational and very well-received! 
We thank all of our writers for sharing 
their hearts with us during the season 
of Advent, and we hope to have 
another project soon to include even 
more of our great writers!



Prayer Concerns
Pete Malley & Larry Royals

Sympathy To... 
• the family of Walter Didlake

• Linda Vasquez, on the death of 
her mother

• Richard Ward, on the death of 
his father

• Maureen Pace, on the death of 
her step-father

Our mission:  
“To connect, equip and send 

people for Christ”

Like us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter Download our AppFind us on Instagram

PHUMC Finances 
 
November 2021 
Income                 $124,232 
Expenses                           $112,127 
Net                                       $12,105 
 
YTD Actual 
Income              $1,421,260 
Expenses                        $1,404,395 
Net                                       $16,865 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income        $1,467,583 
Actual Income              $1,421,260 
Budget Deficit                    $46,323

Our Pastoral Staff
Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Word & Table Service

9:15 a.m.: Sunday School
10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in  

Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in 
Founders Hall & live on Facebook

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

Access our website: Download our app:

Hold your cell phone’s camera over these QR codes to activate them.

Give online:


