
A recent demographic report we 
received has indicated that 2,600 
people live within a 12-block walk 
to our church, and 1,800 of them 
have no church home! That was 
so staggering to me when I found 
out, I had to read it again! Eighteen 
hundred people?! That convicted 
me. Though we have a few members 
who live within walking distance 
from Parkway Heights, the great 
majority of us live in the perimeter of 
Hattiesburg: Oak Grove, Dixie, Petal, Rawls Springs, Timberton, 
etc. Our map of impact looks like a donut. Though we are all 
over the perimeter of the area, there’s a big hole in the middle.  

What do we do about this? I don’t know — yet. But each 
month, this cohort will read pertinent material, meet with 
Tod Bolsinger, get coaching sessions and wrestle with these 
questions. I wonder... What would we do if we were a brand 
new church plant right here on 2420 Hardy Street?  

2021 is a golden opportunity for us. We have much work to 
do to restore gathered worship, Sunday School, small groups 
and a host of mission projects. It’s also an invitation to do some 
things we’ve never done before, to become a more impactful 
presence to the hundreds of houses and apartments that 
surround our campus.  

I love people. And I hate that anybody who lives near our 
church is without the support and love of a faith community. 
In addition to the many things we do at Parkway Heights, I 
want us to reach new people. I want to share what we have to 
offer to more people near and far. Our mission has to be bigger 
than we are! Do we have the courage to take a few risks? To do 
something different for the sake of this world God so loves?  

The harvest is plentiful, and the laborers are few. I hope you’ll 
join me and others as we endeavor to be one of the few. Please 
pray for this new cohort team. It’s a tremendous opportunity! 
Would it not be amazing if we reached many new people for 
Christ here at Parkway Heights in 2021? If so, we need to get 
passionate about our mission: As seekers, we connect, equip and 
send faithful disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of our 
church, community and our world!  

Holy, Restless Peace,
Bruce

The Donut Hole
Congratulations. You made it! You made it through the 
most bizarre, challenging, threatening and lonely year we 
could have possibly experienced together. And now we 
turn the page to a more hopeful 2021.  

I realize we are still a few months away from being able 
to fully gather, but as we get closer to that day, it’s time 
to dream, to plan and to be ready. I don’t want us to get 
caught flat-footed when that time comes.

One of the things that gets me excited about this new 
year is that we have one additional committee working 
on something very important. A small team representing 
our church is walking alongside 18 churches from all 
across our country with best-selling author Tod Bolsinger, 
who wrote Canoeing the Mountains. Julie Collins, Pam 
Kelly, Richie Lewis, John Burks, Mary Godbold and I make 
up a cohort that is praying and studying how we might 
navigate unchartered waters in our church’s ministry. We 
are asking questions like: “Who is here at Parkway Heights?”  
“Who are we missing?” “How do we engage more deeply 
with people who don’t have a church home?” Our team 
will share with our leaders and with all of our members 
as we discover where we might see new opportunities of 
service and witness.   
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Bruce Case

Coming Up...
From January 10 through February 14, we will focus 
our worship on the series On This Rock: Learning 
from the Life of Simon Peter.

Simon Peter is second only to Jesus in mentions 
in the four gospels. We know a great deal about 
his life, his failings and his triumphs. Peter was a 
hard working, uneducated fisherman before Jesus 
gave him a new calling and a new name! He left 
everything to follow Jesus, but he still had his 
struggles, doubts and fears. Through this in-depth 
study of his life, we may think we are sometimes 
looking into a mirror! We’ll allow him to help us 
make sense of our own sometimes strong, but often 
feeble, faith as we join him on this journey to follow 
the Shepherd! 
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2021 Church
Leadership
We would like to thank our 2020 
Church Council members for 
serving as our church leadership 
last year. We also appreciate our 
new Church Council members for 
the roles they will serve in 2021. 
Please help us welcome:

Church Council Chair: Pam Kelly
Vice Chair: John Burks
Lay Leader: Michael Reed
Assistant Lay Leader: Richie Lewis
Church Treasurer: TBD
Annual Conference Lay 
Delegates: 
   Marvin & Bitsy Browne Miller,  
   Ricky & Susan Perry and Susan 
   Walck
Chair, Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee: Mackenzie 
   Crutchfield
Chair, Finance: Pam Peterman
Chair, Trustees: Wes Rouse
Connect/Equip/Send Team: 
   Dixie Evans, Drew Rhian & Patti 
   Smith
Worship Coordinator: Tim Breland
Stewardship Chair: Lindsey Lewis
UMW Representative: June 
   Pegues
Illuman Representative: Brian 
   Ford
Congregational Care: Carolyn 
   Karlovich
Campus Safety & Security 
Coordinator: Sid Collins

Get to know your church leaders! This 
month, we’d like to tell you a little bit 
more about Pam Kelly, who is serving 
as our Church Council chairperson 
this year. 

Pam has been working in the mental 
health field and with older adults 
for approximately 25 years. She is 
currently the licensed nursing home 
administrator at Bedford Alzheimer’s 
Care Center, which is a nursing home 
dedicated solely to caring for those 
with Alzheimer’s and other related 
dementias. Pam is also a licensed 
professional counselor (LPC).

Pam is a Hattiesburg native and 
attended Oak Grove High School and 
the University of Southern Mississippi, 
where she received a bachelor’s 
degree and a master’s degree in 
counseling psychology. Following 
college, she married and moved 
to the small town of Clarksville in 
Northwest Arkansas. 

After Pam’s divorce, she and her 
children, Clint and Katie, returned to 
Hattiesburg in 2005. Clint is now in 
law school at Ole Miss, and Katie lives 
in Hattiesburg and works at Glory 
Bound. Pam’s family also includes her 
father, Jess McKee, and brother, Russ 
McKee, and his family (Theresa, John 
and Sam).
 
As you can imagine, Pam’s job has 
been extremely stressful and busy 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. She 
doesn’t have much time for fun now. 

“Pre-COVID, when I had free time, I 
enjoyed traveling, attending sporting 
events, going to the gym and being 
outside and on-the-go as much as 
possible,” Pam said. “Due to my son 
and nephews, I’m a big fan of Sacred 
Heart School athletics.” 

Pam has 
been a part of 
our Parkway 
Heights family 
for a long 
time, joining 
as a member 
on her 24th 
birthday in 
1993. 

“As a child, 
we attended Parkway Heights when 
it was much, much smaller. John 
Ed Thomas was minister then. I 
remember Lynel Rogers as my Sunday 
School teacher. She had the best hugs 
and always smelled so wonderful to 
me,” she said.

During her many years at Parkway 
Heights, Pam has been very active. 
She recently completed Stephen 
Ministry training and played a role in 
the North of 70 Ministry. 

As she takes on the role of Church 
Council chair for 2021, her hopes 
include working together to ensure 
that Parkway Heights will continue to 
adapt and grow.  

“There are so many changes in our 
world right now. I believe we must 
hold on to the foundations of Parkway 
Heights, while reaching to stretch 
ourselves beyond our comfortable 
boundary lines,” Pam stated. “The 
year 2020 has taught me that when 
the community cannot come to the 
church, then the church must be 
willing to go out into the community.  
Right now, I believe we have a 
tremendous opportunity to explore 
our role in the community and grow 
in directions that we never dreamed 
of. I think it’s going to be an exciting 
year! God has a plan for me — for all 
of us —  in the midst of this chaos!”

Church Council Spotlight: Pam Kelly

Pam Kelly
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Ask Christians today how they best 
connect with God, and they’ll likely 
talk about their relationship with Jesus 
or their experience of a heavenly 
Father who loves and cares for them. 
Ask them to focus on how they 
connect with God, and they may 
shake their heads in wonder.

The Holy Spirit is our connection to 
the heart of the Father. And yet, too 
many Christians have missed out on 
the richness, power and presence 
of the Holy Spirit. Too many of us 
have no idea the Holy Spirit loves 
us and desires to draw us into the 
heart of God. After all, it is the Holy 
Spirit Himself who empowers us to 
encounter God.

The Holy Spirit is our inheritance 

study — for 
both women 
AND men — 
on Mondays 
at 10 a.m. 
beginning 
January 18 via 
Zoom. Sign up 
to participate 
by emailing her 
at susaneaton@parkwayheights.org.

*This study was one of Susan’s favorites 
from the last two years. Whether you 
have already done the study, or if you 
were unable to take part the first time 
it was offered, we encourage you to 
take part. Let’s Encounter the Spirit 
together!

as followers of Jesus. To access 
the power and fullness of this gift, 
however, is a choice. What if you 
could tap into that power? What if 
you could walk in confidence and 
pray with authority? Wouldn’t you 
like to know how to hear the voice 
of God and how to read the Bible, so 
it becomes a Living Word for you? 
Wouldn’t you benefit from a deeper, 
more intimate connection with 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 

Encounter the Spirit is a seven-week 
small group guidebook aimed at 
helping you discover the treasure of a 
deep relationship with God, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Susan Eaton will be facilitating this 

Encounter the Spirit Bible Study Starts January 18

Goodbye, Charles & Diane
Parkway Heights is very sad to say 
“see you later” to Diane and Charles 
Thomas. Diane and Charles recently 
moved to Orlando, Florida, to be 
closer to family. The Thomases have 
been part of our Parkway Heights 
family for over 40 years. Charles served 
as our organist for all those years, and 
Diane served as our financial secretary 
for over 20 years. We will miss them 
tremendously. If you would like their 
new address to send them a note, 
please email the Church Office at 
parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org. 

Communion Offering 
for Camp Wesley Pines
January’s communion offering 
will go to Camp Wesley Pines, 
the United Methodist camp for 
South Mississippi. Camp Wesley 
Pines is currently raising funds 
for a full-time program director, 
which will help provide year-round 
opportunities for children and 
youth to “get outdoors and get 
into Christ.” You are not too late to 
support this fund. Thank you!

Monday Lunch Group Invites All to Join
Everyone is invited to take a break in the day to share a meal and walk with others on the 
spiritual path. The Monday Lunch Group meets each Monday at noon via Zoom. The group 
typically begins with a period of silence before 20 minutes of a video or audio study, followed 
by conversation for the rest of the hour. The group occasionally meets on Fridays instead of 
Mondays. Search for the private group “Monday Lunch Group” on Facebook for more  
information and to learn of date changes.

Prayer Partnership with 
Law Enforcement
In January, members of our church 
along with other churches in 
the community will begin our 
prayer partnership with local law 
enforcement officers. Our church 
members have been matched 
with members of the University of 
Southern Mississippi campus police 
force. Our members will pray for their 
police partners at least three times a 
week for one year. We’re excited to be 
a part of this worthwhile ministry!



ph happenings

MEN’S SUMMIT
On December 9, Bruce Case hosted 

a Men’s Resiliency Summit via Zoom. 
About 20 men got together online 

to discuss how to be resilient in their 
work and family lives during the 

current pandemic. 

PREPARE HIM ROOM
This year’s Prepare Him Room Advent celebration was different but still a lot of fun! Although we 
had to reschedule from our original date, the new date provided a beautiful, cool evening for a 
great crowd to drive through our parking lot for the event. Everyone enjoyed the live nativity scene 
(with a real camel!); yummy cookies; and receiving an Advent devotional, ornament and Advent 
wreath materials. We also were happy to have family photos offered and carols by our choir.

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING
John, Machelle and Parker Weeks lit the candle on 
the Advent wreath on Sunday, Dec. 13, during the 

9 a.m. worship service.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Sam Bruton and Friends entertained our congregation in 
person and online with festive music during a Christmas 
Concert on December 13. 

PARKING LOT COMMUNION
On Sunday, Dec. 20, Parkway Heights held a special parking 
lot communion service. In addition to celebrating holy 
communion, everyone sang Christmas carols and even held 
votive candles, while in their cars, to our traditional “Silent 
Night.” The Sellers family lit the Christ Candle in our Advent 
Wreath.

MARRIAGE HEIGHTS 
Our Marriage Heights Marriage 
Ministry was busy again this 
Christmas season! Couples once 
more participated in the Great 
Advent Date Experience, in which 
they did activities together to 
have fun and enrich their 
marriages. 

Pictured at left, Karol and Benson 
St. Louis played a Christmas 
song on insturments found at 
home, which was one of the daily 
activities.

Below them are the Cases and the 
Brelands as they sang Christmas 
carols for Patsy Register. One of 
the Marriage Heights activities 
sent small groups caroling for 
some of our older members.
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youth

Hope Clinic Liaison
Are you interested in serving as our 
church liaison with Hope Clinic? Hope 
Clinic helps those facing unplanned 
pregnancies receive clarity and 
compassion as they pause, breath and 
receive valuable information. 

Liaisons facilitate a close working 
relationship between Hope Clinic 
and churches. If you are interested 
in learning more, a Zoom meeting 
will take place on Thursday, Jan. 7, at 
7 p.m. You can find the sign up link 
on our Facebook page or contact 
Wes Arrington at wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org for more 
information.

Christmas Outreach
Although the COVID-19 pandemic altered many things this year, Parkway 
Heights still reached out in love to our community this Christmas season.

At left, Susan Walck organized and delivered Christmas 
gifts from our congregation to Woodley Elementary 
School’s teachers and staff. At right, a grateful parent 
picked up gifts for her family given by Parkway Heights 
members through the Adopt-a-Woodley-Family project.

Our Meals on Wheels volunteers 
delivered special Christmas gifts of 
food and goodies to the meal 
recipients before Christmas. 

The youth and 
their leaders 
colored food 

bags for clients 
at Edwards Street 

Fellowship
Center’s food 

pantry on
December 6.

Youth Snaps

On Sunday, Dec. 20, the youth group enjoyed an 
outdoor movie night to watch the movie “Elf.” 

YOUTH CALENDAR
Disciple Groups resume 

Sunday, Jan. 10, at 
5:30 p.m. D-Groups are 
scheduled for Jan. 10, 

17, 24 and 31.

CONFIRMATION 
ORIENTATION MEETING 

FOR CONFIRMANDS, PARENTS & MENTORS
JAN 10 @ 9 am

YOUTH CHAPEL



children

Church Nursery News
The Parkway Heights nursery is available on Sundays 

during the 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services for children in 
Pre-K and younger. Our nursery staff is eager to see your 

little ones! Please reserve your spot each week.

Although we were not able to celebrate Christmas with a traditional Children’s 
Christmas Program this year, Parkway Heights children participated in our first ever 
virtual nativity pageant! Did you miss it? You can access the video on the Parkway 
Heights website in the “video” section. Pictured above are some of our angels. Left 

to right are Darcie Mann, Aubrey and Eliza Thompson and Eleanor McNair.

Elizabeth Ann McCay painted during nursery 
time on December 13.

Loft Lake Thoreau Day
Our fifth and 
sixth  
graders  
enjoyed 
fellowship 
with one 
another at 
Lake Thoreau 
Environmen-
tal Center on 
December 5. 
They learned 
all about reptiles and amphibians, hiked around 
Lake Thoreau and enjoyed an early evening camp-
fire with s’mores!

The Loft children continue to Zoom each Sunday 
afternoon at 4 p.m. All fifth and sixth graders are 
invited to participate. Contact Lesley for information.

The Loft kids ended their Lake Thoreau Day with 
a campfire and s’mores.

NEW LOCATION for Children’s Time
Preschool and elementary-aged children and their 
families meet for Children’s Time from 10 until 10:30 
a.m. each Sunday morning. 

On January 10, Children’s Time will be moving to 
Room 211 at the end of the hall in the Children’s 
Area on the second floor. 

Children’s Time is planned especially for children 
around the worship theme of the day; we enjoy 
singing, praying, storytelling and games. Children and 
their families wear masks and are spaced in family 
groups six feet apart. We’d love for you to join us!

Children’s Virtual Pageant

Loft Nativity Zoom
Our 5th and 6th graders put together 

their own nativity pageant over Zoom! 
Prizes were given to all the kids for 

their creative costumes!

 Children’s
    News

Children in the nursery had fun outside on 
December 6.



Parkway Heights,

Thank you so much for getting me 
my own Bible! I have been reading 
a couple chapters each night, and it 
is Amazing. It is wonderful, and I will 
cherish it forever. I love being able to 
have such a great church to be able to 
go and worship the Lord. Thank you 
again and happy Thanksgiving.

Love,
Cela Blair Batson

Mail
Room

Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 

...the thrill of hope, the weary world 
rejoices...

As the people of Parkway Heights 
have faithfully supported the min-
istries of Edwards Street Fellowship 
Center in 2020, you have offered “the 
thrill of hope” to those in our commu-
nity who are suffering, hurting and 
scared. Many of you face your own 
weariness with the events and fallout 
of this year, yet you have compassion-
ately helped us provide nourishing 
food for those who are hungry, quality 
healthcare to those who are sick and 
the hopeful love of Christ to all who 
enter our doors. 

Thank you for your loving care for 
families and individuals who are ex-
periencing a tough season. May your 
Christmas be brighter knowing you’ve 
made a difference in countless lives 
across the Pine Belt. 

... for yonder breaks a new and glorious 
morn!

Happy New Year!
Ann McCullen
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Prayer Concerns
David Cullop, Kent Oliver, Dempsey 
Parker, Bill Phillips, Philip Smith, 
Janet Slay, Charles Swinson, Elaine 
Walz and Michael Zemke

Sympathy To... 
• JoAn Slay on the death of her 

husband, Billy
• Chrissy Broom on the death of 

her grandmother
• Jean Pace on the death of her 

father, John Carmichael

PHUMC Finances 
November 2020 
Income                              $140,012 
Expenses                           $127,399 
Net                                        $12,613

YTD Actual 
Income                           $1,360,219 
Expenses                        $1,463,235 
Net                                   $(103,016) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income        $1,601,790 
Actual Income              $1,360,219 
Budget Deficit                  $241,571

Toy & Book Drive for Early 
Encounters Preschool
Parents, now that your children have received 
lots of new things for Christmas, do you need 
to clean out some older toys and books? We can help! Please consider donating 
your gently used toys and books to Early Encounters, Parkway Heights’ Preschool 
and Daycare Ministry. 

If you would like to purchase a new item, Early Encounters has an Amazon wish-
list. Email Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org for the link to the list. 
Immediate needs include playground toys such as tricycles for toddlers. Thanks!

Sympathy to the Family of
Rev. Dr. Phillip Heidelberg
Parkway Heights was very saddened at the recent 
unexpected passing of Rev. Dr. Phillip Heidelberg. 
Phillip was our lead pastor at Parkway Heights from 
2002-2004. Phillip had retired from serving as a pastor 
and district superintendent in the Mississippi UMC 
Conference and was living on the Mississippi Coast. We 
extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to Phillip’s 
wife, Sherrill, and their daughter, Angela. 

If you would like to send your condolences to Sherrill 
and Angela, their address is: P.O. Box 7664, D’Iberville, 
MS  39540.

Phillip during his time at 
PHUMC

Rev. Phillip Heidelberg 
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Our mission:
“To connect, equip and send 

people for Christ”

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Worship
9 a.m.: Traditional Service  

in the Sanctuary

10 a.m.: Children’s Time 
in Room 211 (2nd floor big room)

10:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service 
in Founders Hall & on Facebook

4 p.m.: Parking Lot Communion

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road & on 

Facebook: Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office is open

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

(closed Tuesday for staff meeting)
The exterior church doors remain 
locked. To enter the building, go 
to the far left doors and press the 

intercom button.


